Konenu CyHb JIuHIly OHEMETIHU.

[IpeppimyImnyio HOYb OHa IPOBEJIa Ha KOJIEeHsX neped BocTouHEIM gBOPIIOM, MO HacnegHoro
IIpUHIIa IIPOCTUTH ee. XOTA He OHA paccKa3aja OTIy o0 YaHb 1]3u, *MEHHO OHa HAaroBOpuila CecTpe
nuiuiHero. CecTpa CbllIana, Kak UX POOUTENIN CCOPUIIACH U3-3a Hee, U BCTYNHIach 3a Hee. Ee orerg
Bcerma OBIJT YeCTHHIM YeJI0BEKOM M He MOT CliepKaThCs. B uTore oHM pa3rHeBanu MiMmepartopa.
HacnenHbIN TPUHI] BEPHYJICS JOMOM TOIBKO TJTyOOKOM HOUBIO ¥ OPOCHII eff OKPOBABIIEHHBIM KUHIKAT.
OH cka3zain el, 94T0 Y3Hb 1131 MepTB, ¥ MO3APABUII €€ C HUCIOTHEHNEM XKelaHu.

CeropHs OHa CTOsJIa Ha KOJIEHSX Tepef ABOPLOM JIMUK3H, yMomas MMrnepaTpully o IpPOLeHNH.
WmnepaTtpulla oTKasanach ee IpuHATh. [1o MEeHMI0 IMIiepaTpullkl, OHa BrIOpasa He Ty HEBECTKY, U
HeBeCTKa yTsIHya 3a co0o¥ ceiHa. OHa cuuTasna CyHb JIMHIITY HeBeXKeCTBEHHON U MEJIOUHOM.

Cynb JIunmny Oblyia KpaliHe BO3MyIleHa, CTOS Ha KOJEeHsIX, HO Y Hee He OblTo BeIOopa. OHa BCcTasa Ha
KOJIEHU Tiepe] MyXKeM U CBeKpoBbio. Ho HMKOMY U3 HUX He OBIIO 40 Hee Oefla. Bopyr oHa
II0YYBCTBOBaJIa, YTO KTO-TO OIYCTUJICS Ha KOJIEHU PSANOM C Hed. [IoBepHYB roJioBy, OHA yBUAETa
Cynpyry XaHs.

OHu 00e ObUIM HeBECTKaMU UMIIEPATOPCKOU ceMbH, U y 00eux Oblna TpynHas XKu3Hb. HakaHyHe
BeYepOM UMIIepaTop IIpuKa3as 00e3r1aBUTh BCeX aKTepoB B 0COOHAKe XaHb. V3-3a Yanb 131 Bce
OKasanuch 3aMelassl. [IpunI] XaHb U cynpyra XaHb He MOTJIM IIPOCTO CMOTPETh U IT03BOJIUTH UM
yMepeTs. Cynpyra XaHb Jaxe IpHUILIia IPOCUTh NpolleHus y UMiepaTpuLbl paHO YTPOM.

Xotst Cyns Jlunmy u cynpyra XaHb UTHOPUPOBAIK OPYT APYyTra, OHU YYBCTBOBaIM ce0s ydlle, 3Has,
4TO UM 000KMM OIMHAKOBO He II0BE3JIO.

VimnepaTpuiia YxkaHCyHb OblJla TPUKOBaHa K IIOCTENIM 13-3a 00JIe3HU U He MOTIJla ITepecTaTh
KanuisiTh. OHa cepausiach Ha OBYX CBOMX HEBECTOK.

"Cama He MOXKET POOUTH feTel u pakKTUUecKH 3HAKOMUT NIPE3PEHHOT0 aKTepa ¢ 6paToM CBOETO
Myxka. YTo 3TO0 3a y3Kosobas omubka? Heyxenu oHa xoueT, 4ToOH y HacinegHoro mpuHIla ToXke He
OnL10 meTeit? [Ipyras Bcerpia MejlouHa ¥ peBHUBA. OHa He myMaeT o OyayiieM HacrnenHoro npuHiia u
(baxTUUecKy IOMpocuiia COOCTBEHHOTO OTIIa TIepeBepHYTh ABopel ['aHbiIyo BBepX JHOM. Kak s Mory
Hay4yuTh ux? Kak?"

Boau CyH 3apyMmarcs, a 3aTeM nnocoseToBasl: "Bate Bennuectso, HacnegHasa mpuHiiecca Bce ele
6epeMenHa. Ecnu oHa GymeT CTOSITh Ha KOJEHSX CITUIIKOM A0Jjro, 1 601ock ..."

Hwmnepatpuiia YkaHCyHb MaxHyIa pyKou. "XoTsa HacnenHas nprHIlecca ¥ He IIpaBa, HO CHadasa
ournOKy coBepiun Hacnemusiyt mpuHil. [JefCTBUTEIBHO, OHA HEe MOXKET [OJIT'0 CTOSTh Ha KOJIEHSX,
Tak Kak 6epeMeHnHa. [Tonpocu ee BCTaTh U BepHYThCS B BocTouHkM gBOPEI]. HeT HeoOxomquMocTu
IIPUBETCTBOBATh MEHA".

"“Torpa ..." Bait CyH OCTOPOKHO CIIpocuil: "A Kak Xe cynpyra XaHb?".



HWmMnepartpuiia YkKaHCYHb 3aKphiia I'na3a. Bay CyH MOHSN U OTIIPaBUIICS MepenaTs el npukas. CyHb
JIunmy monKHa Oblla BEPHYTHCS B BOCTOUHEBIN OBOpEI], YTOOB OTTOXHYTh BO BpeMsi OepeMeHHOCTH. Y
ViMmmepaTpuilsl He OBIJI0O HUKAKUX PACIIOPSKeHUH A7 cynpyru Xaub. Cynpyr XaHb IMOHSIIA, YTO
¥MeJla B BUAY UMIlepaTpulia YKaHCYHb, ¥ IIPOJOJIKaja CTOSATh Ha KOJEHSIX.

Korpa npunniecca CuHHaHb yY3Hasla O CJIy4UBIIEMCs, OHa Cpa3y kKe OTIIpaBUiach Ha OUCKU
uMInepaTpullsl YkaHcyHb. OHa CTapaTe/IbHO KOPMHUJIa UMIIEPATOPCKYI0 MaTh JIeKapCTBAMU.
"MMnepaTrpulia-MaTh, KOT[a 5 IpHUILLJIa, TO YBUAJENA, YTO YeTBepTasi HEBECTKa BCe ellle CTOUT Ha
KOJIEHSIX CHapyxu".

WmnepaTpuria YKaHCYHb B3LOXHYJIA, OHA He 3HA/IA, 0 YeM JyMAET ee JOYb.

"Ha camoM fersie, THl He MOXKeIllb ITOJTHOCThIO CBaIMBaTh IPOOJIEMY C aKTEPOM Ha YETBEPTYIO
HeBeCTKY. B ocobHsiKe XaHb TaK MHOTO C/IyT. Ec/ii 4eTBepTyio HEBECTKY OOBHHSTH B KaXKI0U OIHOKe
CITyT, el OyOeT CIUIIKOM Tsxkelo. MMmepaTopckas MaTyIKa, BB TaKasi CIIOCOOHAS U e3KeqHEBHO
yIpaBiiseTe BceM rapeMoM. OgHaKO BCe paBHO CIy4arTCs MeJIKUe MPOUCILIeCTBUS. JII0Ou POHSIOT
BellY, OBOPLIOBLIE CTy2KaHKU HapyLIaloT npaBuia. Kak MBI MOXXeM BUHUTH B 9TOM Bac?"

Teneps uMmneparpuiia YkaHCyHb ITOHSJIA, YTO OHA MMeJa B BUAY. "ThHl IpHlllyia ciofia, YTOOH YBULETh
MEHS UM IIPOCUTH 3a CYNpPyry XaHb?"

"KoHe4Ho, s IpHIIlIa CIofia, YTOOH YBUAETh Bac U 1103ab0TUTHCS 0 Bac. OgHAKO OHa BCe ellle MOs
HeBeCTKa. Ecu OHa IPOJONIXKUT CTOSATH Ha KOJIEHSX, ee YBULOAT BCe IBOPLOBEIE CITyKaHKU, KOTOPHIE
BXOMST U BHIXOOAT. Kak 0OHa cMoxkeT B OyAylleM HOCATh TUTYJ CYyIpyTu XaHb? ECu OHa BRITTIAIUT
TIJI0X0, 3HAYUT, IIJIOXO0 BRITTISAUT U YeTBepThilt OpaT. Eciiu yeTBepThIit OpaT 6yaeT BHIISAETD II0X0,
3TO IIJIOXO OTPa3UTCA Ha UMIlepaTOpcKou Matepu. f ..." Ecnu g BeIAY 3aMyXK B OeBUYUU IOM
cynpyru XaHb... " ToXKe B TPYOHOM II0JI0KEHUN".

VimnepaTpuile YKaHCYHb 3TO IIOKA3a10Ch CTpaHHEIM. "OOBIYHO TH He Obla Tak 0/113Ka C HEH.
CeropnHst T Befielllb ce0s1 CTPAHHO U BLICTYTIAEIIb B €€ 3alluTy".

"#l mpoCTO BEICKA3bIBal0 CBOIO TOYKY 3PEHUS Ha HeClIpaBemJIMBOCTE ..." Hy, mocie 3aMyxecTBa
JKEeHIIMHA TPUHAMJIEKUT CeMbe MyKa. POOCTBeHHUKY MyXKa OyAyT MOMMU POIACTBEHHUKAMU.

HWmMnepartpuiia YKaHCYHb BHITTIsIAeIa CypoBou. "UTo 3a HecnpaBeaimBOCTs? C KeM, I10-TBOEMY,
HeCIIpaBeIInBo 000IIINChH?"

[IpuHnecca CuHHaAHB Cpa3y Xe oTpullana. "Het, HeT. MuI - rapMOHUYHAs CEMbSI, @ UMIIepaTpulia-
MarTh - caMasi foOpasi. Korga MBI eaeM 4To-TO He Tak, Bl BEJIMKOMAYIIHEL U BCETAA IIPOIlaeTe Hac".

"3abynmb 06 9TOM, CKaxKu Cynpyre XaHb, 4TOOH OHa BCTasla. B MIPOTHBHOM Ciydae NpHHI XaHb OyOeT
BRITJIAZIETH He mydimuM obpa3oM”. MMnepaTtpuila YKaHCYHD BCe elre 3a00Tuiach 0 CBOeEM
COOCTBEHHOM CHIHE.



"Cnacu0o, umnepaTtopckas MaTh!" IIpunilecca CuHHaHb HEME[IJIEHHO BCTaJa.

VimmepaTpuiia YkaHCYyHB II03Bajia ee 06paTtHo. "UTo 3a cremka? 5 elre HoIKHA KOe-4To el
nofapuTth". OHa HeOPeKHO BhIOpasa ABYyX BHIOAIOUINXCS ABOPIIOBHIX CITY2KAHOK [JI CYNPyTHU XaHb,
yTOOBI Ta IIPUBE3JIa UX ¢ co0oii. MMnepaTpuiia YKaHCYHb X0TeJa, YTOOB OHU CITyKUJIU NIPUHIY XaHb.

Jly 'upuHb U3[anieKa CMOTpesa Ha TJIaBHYIO ABEPD TeHepasa YxKoHbxXasl.

VimmepaTop oTIpaBuil KHS3s UsHa U ero ceMbio 00paTHO B MX POOHOM ropof, U cBaab0a,
eCTeCTBeHHO, Oblsla OTMEHeHa. Bce 4yieHE ee ceMbU CMOTPEM Ha Hee C JKaJoCThio, HO OHA
IEeNCTBUTEILHO NTPUAepXKUBaNach TOro, 4YTo ckasan YsHb L[3u. 2KU3Hb U CMePTh ObLIM HE BaXKHHI.
BazkHOo OBLIO KUTH B COOTBETCTBUYU CO CBOUMMU KelaHuIMHU. OHa X0Tejla JaTh NoHATh AHb LI3bidany,
YTO He cobupaeTcs: CoaBaThCH.

Aus L3pidan Brien u3 goMa. OH cesl Ha J0lIafb U IIoCKaKasl npoyb. JIy MHbMHE IOTHANIACh 3a HUM.
OpnHako, KaK TOJIbKO OHA BheXajla U3 ropofa, OH CBEPHYII 3a YIroJl U UCYes.

"CtpaHHO, rae oH?" JIy UHBMHD COIIJIa C ITPOJIOKEHHOI0 IMyTH ¥ cBOGOIHO Oponuiia BOKPYT, UIlla ero.
Aup LI3pidaH BHE3AHO MTOSIBUJICS U3-3a OTPOMHOTO AepeBa U cxBaTui Jly MHbUHE 3a MeYo.

"Ax!" Jly Mubpunb Oblnta moTpsiceHa. Korma oHa yBumena, uTo 9To Obin AHb L[3bI¢aH, OHa B3TOXHYMa C
obneruenueM. "Trl Hamyran MeHs: 0o cmepTu!”

"TTouemy THI pecnenyemb MeHsa?" AHb 1[3bIhaH CKpeCTU pyKH U Cy3uI I'j1asa.

"Korma 3To s Te6s mpecnenoBana?" OHa IPOCTO XOTeNTa HAUTH BO3MOXKHOCTE IIOTOBOPUTH C HUM.

"OM, 51 paHbllle OB IHpaTOM U OoJiee BHUMaTEJeH, YeM OObIUHEIE JTIIoAu. C TeX Mop Kak s MOKUHY T
CBOI [IOM, THI CTIefiJIa 3a MHOU. MI3HayanbHO g X0TeNl He oOpaujaTth Ha Te0s BHUMaHUS, JyMas, 4To
THI COALILCS, KaK TOJIBKO MHI IIOKMHEM Topof. S HUKOTHOa He [IyMaJl, YTO Thl Oymellb CJIeloBaTh 3a
MHOH 0O camoro KoHua". fAue L[3bihan He moHuMan. OH yKe OfHaXK[bl OTIIYCTHUI €€, IOYEMY Ke OHa
npepjaraeTt emy ce0s?

"Mens 30ByT Jly UubuHB". [lepecTaHb Ha3bBaTh MeHS ‘Ou’.

"TBI 3HAEIIb, YTO CIYUYUTCS, €CJIM TaKylo, Kak Thl, 0JIarOPOHYIO JIeH, TIOXUTSAT OaHTUTH 3a
ropomom?" TBoe UMS He UMEET 3HaYeHUS.

"Tel OaHOUT?"



"¢l OBLI UM IIOCHIeNHUE OeCATh C JIUIIHUM JIeT".

"Ho ceituac TH UM He SBISEIIbCs".

"HeBaxHo, ObIT 1 51 UM. BaXXHO y/IafiuTh BCe YHUCTO U HE MOMYCTUTD, YTOOH OAPyrHe y3Hamu".

"HackonbKO BeuKa TBOS MECTh MOeMy OTIy?"

"T'ny6okas MeCcTh".

"THI y2Ke IToMMal MeHs, TaK 4TO e Thl cCoOUpaenIbcs co MHOM caenath?" JIy MHbUHL chenana mar
BIIEpE[ U ITOCMOTpea IPSIMO Ha HEro.

"KoHeuHO, 51 cOOMpaloch pa3pylUIUTh TBOIO penyTauuio u caenats JIy FOHbBI3U onycTomeHHHM" . Hb
LI3bidan coenan mwar Buepen 1 cxBatun JIy MHbKUHE 3a Tanuioo. OHY NPaKTAYECKU MPUKAIUCh OPYT K
npyry, u dub LI3eidban 6pocun Ha Hee JIETKOMBICTIEHHBIH B3TJISAT.

Heoxwupanuo JIy MHbUHD BCTasla Ha IBIIOYKY U YMOKHYa AHb 1[3bidaHa B ryoOs.

Aup 1I3bI¢aH 3aCTHII U TYT XKe OTTONKHYI ee. OH BHITED I'YOB PYKaBOM U CMYIIIEHHO CIIPOoCHui: "ITo
THL Iefaens?"

"Tlo3BOJsA0 TeOe OTOMCTUTL".

Aup 113bI(aH TOBEPHYIICS U VIIeJ, PelidB, YTO OHA COIja C yMa.

"fdup LI3pipaH, pa3Be TH HE XOTENI OTOMCTUTL?" - KpuKHYyIa JIy NHbUHB.

Aup 1I3bipanb 06epHyca. "d He Mory ¢ To60M Bo3uThCsA! Tebe nydlie IOTOPONIUTHCS U BEPHYTHCS B
ropop. Eciu ¢ To60# 4TO-TO CIIYYUTCS, TBOU IIpe3peHHbIe OTell U OpaT 0OBUHST BO BCEM MeHS".

YTo-TO He Tak C TBOMMHU Mo3ramu! f yxke ckazan Tebe, YTO MOSI MECTh HACTOJIbKO I'/TyO0Ka, YTO MBI
He CMOXKEeM XUTh 110 OgHUM HeGoM. Heyxkemnu TH JyMaelllb, YTO OOHOU ee "KepTBbl HEBUHHOCTH"
OOCTATOYHO AJis MecTu? YTo 3a myTKa!

B 3TOT MOMEHT KTO-TO €llle ZKepTBOBaAJl CBOEM HEBMHHOCTLIO. Y3H ‘-Iy Mo.

"3mech HeMCTBUTEIILHO XOPOIKe mei3axu. X0Tsa 39To AmmMoBoe 03epo B YaHbaHe He TakKoe OO0JIbIIoe,



KaK OKeaH, OHO OMPI0O30BOT0 IIBETA ¥ BRITTISIAKUT KPACHBO. 3eCh HET HEIPUSATHOTO 3alaxa MOps U
oueHb KoMpopTHO. Jit, rpebu OricTpee!" - mpukasana Ma XalHIO.

JIuuio Ysx Uy Mo onmycTunocs, ¥ 0OH B3HoxHy/l1. OQHAKO OH He MOT IPEKPaTUTh I'PECTH.

OH oTmpaBwics K Adub 1I3bihany, 4TOOH MONMYYUTh IPOTUBOSIANE OJIST CBOEH (paMUITbHON
OparoueHHoCcTH. KTo OB MOT ITOyMaTh, UTO 3TOT XKankui AHb L3rihan mompocut Ma XaitHio
nmepenaTh eMy IpOTHBOsAAME. Kak TonbKO OH yBuAen Ma XaifHIo, TO IIOIBITAJICS CIPATAThCS, HO
Cly4dalHo pa30uil yaimry, B KOTOPOM HaXOAWIOCh MPOTUBOSIAME. YBE, OH IIOTPATHII IPOTHBOsANE AHb
lI3rihana BycTyio, 1 y Ma XaiiHio 0CTaloCh eIUHCTBEHHOE NIPOTUBOsigKe. EMy HUYero He
0CTaBaJIOCh, KaK UCIOIHUTH XKejlaHre Ma XalHIo.

" yxe rpeOy OBa Yaca, Hey:KeIu TH AyMaellb, 4To g pabouuii?" Pagu ux ¢ Oy Koy npekpacHoro
OynmyIiero oH TOTOB ObLJT TEPIIETE.

"THl TAKOM MYCKYJIUCTHIM, YTO TAKOT'O CJIOXKHOTO B Irpebie Ha yogke?" - Ma XaliHIo cy3usa Iasa,
OLIeHMBalolLle pa3riaabBas Tesio Ysg Yy Mo.

"Korga Thl gaurs MHe npoTtuBosigue?” Vi YsH Yy Mo Henmpou3BOJIbHO (QPUIBTPOBAIN BCE TO, UTO OH
He XOTeJI CIIbIIIATE.

"Korpa ThI BEIIOJTHUIIL CBOE O0elllaHNe COIIPOBOXKAATh MEHS B TeUeHUe NeCaTH [IHel, 1 IoUny u
TIOTTPOLITY TPOTHUBOSIONE Y cTapinero 6pata". YoacTcs nu e MOIy4YUTh €ro - 3TO yKe Apyrast UCTOPHUS.

"MHe [elCTBUTENIbHO He II0BE3JI0 BCTPETUTh TaKUX OTBPATUTEJIbHEIX IMPATOB, KakK BH Bce". BrionHe
BEPOSITHO, YTO OH HE CMOXKET IIePEeXUTh CIIeAyIole AeCaTh JHEeH.

"Kakoit mupaTt? MbI 60sblile He TUPATH? FMIepaTop IOMKIIOBAI MOEro 6paTa U maxe man eMy
MOMXKHOCTD. Teneps crapimii 6paT - YUHOBHUK BOCHMOT'0 paHTa UMIIePAaTOPCKOI0 oBopLa".

"OH BCero nuillb BOEHHBIM 0pHullep. YeM OH MOXKET M0XBaCTaThCs Iepeno MHOK?"

"9, Usn Uy Mo, Tebe nmydllle UCIIPaBUTh CBOe OTHOIIeHUe. Eciu Moit 6paT yCIBIIIUT TBOU CJIOBA, OH
paccepOuTcs, ¥ KTO 3HaeT? MoxkeT, OH BEIOPOCHUT IIPOTHUBOSIAKE B 03ep0”.

Ysnr Yy Mo cepauTo 3aphiyal, 0XKeCTOUeHHO rpebsi, 0TYero Boma 3abphi3rasa BClo ofexny Ma
XauHIo.

"Ou-3i1, THI HAMOYHUJI MOIO OfleXKaY".

"MMmM ..." MHe BCe paBHO!



"Tr1 00elran CompoBOXaaTh MeHs B TeUeHHe JecsaTy qHel. CerogHs TONBKO IEPBLIM IeHb, ¥ BOT KakK
TBHI CO MHO¥M oOparmaenbcsa? S ceivac ke OTIIPABIIOChE 00PATHO U CKOPMITIO ITPOTUBOSIONE CBUHBSIM.
ThI MOKeIlb MMPOXUTh TAaK BCIO OCTABIIYIOCS XKU3Hb U laXkKe He IyMaTh 0 XKeHUuThOe".

"Pa3Be He XOPOIIIO, YTO TBOS Ofiexkaa MOKpas?" MyxXuyuHa MOXKeT faBaTh U OpaTth. " gymaio, 4To
MOKpas Ky[a Kak JIydiie".

"Tak TeOe 210 HpaBuTCA? Th MOMKeH OB CKa3aTh paHbiie". Ma XaliHI0 BHe3alHo BeTama. Kak priba,
OHa IJIaBHO IIPHITHYJIa B 03epo. "CMOTpHU, MOS Ofiekaa ykKe BCI MOKpas. Tenepb Mos purypa
BBITJIAOUT JIy4mie?"

"Tel ¢ yma comna!" Yau Yy Mo GBICTPO OTBe T'ila3a.

"TloyeMy THI TaKOM 3acTeHUYUBHIA?" Ma XalHIO yXBaTUIach 3a O0PT JIOOKU U U30 BCeX CHUJI 3aTpscia
ee. "[laBai, mmoIjIaBaeM BMecTe".

Ysua Yy Mo notepsn paBHOBecHe U yan B Bogy. Ma XalHI0, BOCIIO/Ib30BaBLIKCH CIIy4aeM,
yXBaTUJIaCh 3a €ro IIel0 ¥ TPOMKO paccMesiach.

"Ter ..." Uan Yy Mo He 3HaJ, Kyfa CMOTPETh, ¥ B KOHIIe KOHLIOB OTTONIKHYJ Ma Xaiinto. "C MeHs
xBaTuT!" OH ITOBEPHYJICS U IOIIILLI K 6epery.

Ma XanHi0 BOPYT 3akpudana: "9x, Ysn Uy Mo! Ckopee Bo3Bpalaiics! ¥ MeHd ... HOTY CBEJIO
cymoporou ..."

ITepeBop: ®mopeHc
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