TpMa omyckaeTcs Ha 3TOT Mup 6e3 npemgynpexpenusi. Tak cuenany ¥ Mbl. 9 6e3IIyMHO BBIIE3 Ha
nupc. OT X0JI0MHOTO BeTpa 10 T03BOHOYHUKY pobexkasa ApoxXb. JledsiHas Bofa CTeKaeT 0 Tely, HO
B CEPJille MOEM T'OPUT OT'OHb.

¢ BRIOBIXAO0, TPOT'OHSIST OCTATKHU X0JI0fla. B TeMHBIX Bofax IOrubiu IBoe, U TeIeph 37IeCh He OBII0
HUYEero, KpOMe MOUX B3[I0XOB M Kalelb BOALI Ha MOIy. BEICTPO OTPSIXHYNCS, HOCTal BUHTOBKY U
MIUCTOJIET U3 MaKeTa ¥ MeAJIEHHO ABUHYJICS K CTapuKy, OCMaTpXBasi 3aJHIOI0 YaCTh PeCTOpaHa.

— Paspenumcs. Halifemns ee ¥ BepHEIILCS CIOfla, — IIPOIIENTal CTapUK, IIOOJHUMAs OpyXKUe.

HecMmoTps Ha TO, YTO C OBYMSI OXPaHHMKAMHU MBI PaCIIPaBUIIMCh, OCTAJIbHEIE 3aMETST UX OTCYTCTBHE.
3HAYUT, MBI JOJIXKHEI IOTOPOIIUTLCS, €CITH XOTUM BHIOPAThCS OTCIOMA KUBBIMU. CTaphli MOJT4a yKa3all
MHe Ha [ABEPH CjieBa. Mbl MOHKUMaJIH APYT OPYra, Mo3ToMy 6e3 eqUHOTO CJI0Ba BBHILIIN M CKPHIUIUCH B
TEMHOTE.

['maBHBIN BXOJI B peCTOpPAH SIPKO OCBeIlleH ¥ HallOJIHEH 3BYKaMU Pa3rOBOPOB. f HEKOTOPOe BpeMs
CMOTPIO Ha HETO, 3aTeM OTKPHIBAIO 3aHION0 IBEPh U TUXO IIPOCKAIb3hIBal0 BHYTPh. Kopumop O
abCoTIOTHO TeMHBIM, 6e3 eIMHOT0 OrOHbKA. Ho meprogryecky BOSHUKAIOIIME 3BYKH TOBOPUIIA O TOM,
YTO B 3[aHUH €CTh JII0Ou. B pecTopaHe OBIZIO TPX 9TaxKa, ¥ MHE MPUIITIOCh HAYKUHATH C IIEPBOTO U
MOJHUMATLCS Ha TPETHUH.

4 cocpenoTounn Bce CBOE BHUMaHMe Ha KaXkgoM Inare. X0JIOgHBIM IIOT CTPyUKaMH CTEKaeT II0
03s10111eMy Tely. YKa3aTelbHbIH 1ajel JepHYJICcsS Ha CIIyCKOBOM KPIOYKe, [T0Ka I'Jla3a BriISAbIBAIACh B
TeMHOTy. HanpsixkeHue U )XejaHrue yOUBaTh OMHOBPEMEHHO KUIEeN BO MHE. [I[pUKOHYY KaXKJoro, KTO
ceityac OPOOUT 110 9TOMY 37aHuI0. Ho B 3TOT MOMEHT B KOHIIe KOPHUAOPA MEIbKHYJIO YTO-TO ITOX0XKee
Ha CBeT (hOHApHUKa.

[Tpurryncs, 4ToOb YKPBITHCS, U TYT pa3faiuch rojuoca.

— B4, s 4é, momkeH Temnepb 3a KaXKAbIM YeIyIINI0NW IPUCMaTPHUBaTh?

— [la port yXke 3akpoi, cyka! CrnaTs X04y...

¢ mpuCNymKUBalOCh K OUANIOTy U TOHMMAR0, YTO 3TH OBOE BOIIIYU B 3MaHKe, YTOOBI IIOCTIATh.
[Tponyctuts ux? Het. HyxkHo cnactu Kan Cy Pén. OHu He [OXOAAT [0 KOHIIa KOPUAOPA, THe 5
HaX0XKYyCh, & 0CTaHABJIMBAIOTCS Ha CepefriHe IIyTH, OTKPHIBAIOT BEPh CJIeBa, 3aX0AS BHYTPb.

3BYK BBXHOHHYBLHefICﬂ OBEPHU 3XOM OTO3BAJICA B THIIIHHE.

¢ moBecus1 BUHTOBKY Ha IIJIeU0 ¥ IOCTaJl MeY, BUCEBIINi Ha Oefipe, MeIjIeHHO HaNpaBisisich K
[IBEPHOMY ITPOEMY, B KOTOPHIN OHU Bouutu. Cepalle KOMOTUTCS, HAlIPSIXKEeHNE TaeT, U s MIOYTU
YYBCTBYI0, KaK ropsiyasi KPOBb ITPOIHETCS HA MOIO XOJIOMHYIO KOXKY, KaK TOJIBKO sI OTKPOIO 9TY OBEPE.
Tuxo moBopaumMBao PydKy ABepH. K cyacThio, OHU He 3alepiiyd ee U3HYTPHU, U IBEePb paclaxuBaeTCs



CJIIMIIKOM MATKO.

9To KOMHaTa, e XKUBYT Oponsru. [IBe pacKIafyIIKyA CTOSAT Ha OIHOM CTOPOHE, TI0JT 3aBajleH
OaHKaMu U3-TI0[ IIMBa U IPOYKUM MyCOpPOM. B HO3pU ymapuni 3amax 4eI0BeYeCKUX OTXOM0B U
ankorons. [TocMoTpeB Biepeq, g yBUAes OByX MyxK4uuH. OOUH yKe 3aBajIujICAd Ha CBOIO KOUKY, a
opyrou cuumarn pybamky. KomHaTa Oblyia 3ao/IHEHAa TEMHOTOM. TOT, 4TO Jiexkasl Ha KPOBaTH, CKa3all
yCTaJIbIM, XPUIIJIBIM TOJIOCOM.

— K10 Tam?

Ho s He oTBeTHII, IIPUKPHIBAsA ABEPH, U IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO OTOHb B AYIII€ BOT-BOT BEIPBETCA HAPYXKY.

MyxuK 6e3 pyOallKy yIUBIIEHHO TapallluTCS Ha MeHs, a TOT, KOTOPHIH Ha pacKIagylIKe, COHHO TPET
r7na3a. B 9TOT MOMEHT s IPHITHYII BIIepe, LIENSCh B IIEI0 CTOSAIIEMY ITapHi0. JIe3Bue pacceKaeT MsCco,
Y KpPOBb OBET (DOHTAHOM, 3a/IMBas IOJI. B TEMHOTE OHA KaXXeTCs YepPHOU PeKol. MyXuK yXBaTHUIICS 3a
KJIMHOK C TYTIBIM BBIpake€HMEeM Ha Jiuiie. Tak OH U PYXHYJI Ha I10JI, B Iy2KY COOCTBEHHOM KPOBH.

— Y-4T0 3a... — BCKAKHBAET C KPOBATH APYroi Opomsra.

Ho s 6ricTpee ero. BeIXBaTHII BTOPOM Med ¥, 3a3KaB €My POT PYKOM, BOTKHYJI ero Opopsire B HOTY.
Jle3Bue TYCKj0 OJIECTUT B IYyHHOM CBETE, KOTOPHIi JILETCS U3 MaJIeHbKOT0 OKHa.

Ero rnaza PacCIIaXmuBalOTCA, OH KOPYUTCA OT 0onmu u CTpaxa. Ho g momya CMOTDPIO B IIOJIHBIE y2KaCa
T'Jla3a U KPy4y PYKOATE M€Yad B €TI0 6eJ1pe, YYBCTBY{, KadK IIO IIaJIbllaM T€4YeT ropsAadad KPOBEb. Jle3Bue
Pa3pPBIBAET MHIIIIIBI U IIJIOTH, X OH IIPUTTIYIIIEHHO BOIIUT OT 0omu.

— I'me mromu, KOTOPEIX BEI TMOXUTHUIIN? — IINTLITIO €My B JIMIIO.

Ho oH 0T yaca He MOXKET OTBETHTbh, TOJIbKO CMOTPUT Ha MeHS OPOXKallluMu Tla3aMu. 30 pTa
BBIPBIBAETCS JIETSTHOM B3MOX. Y MEHs HET BpeMeHHU XkaaTh. OTOepruBaio PyKy, BEIEPHYB MeY U3 ero
6empa, ¥ MOsI PyKa BCSI B €T0 KPOBH, U CJIBIITY, KaK OH CHOBAa KpUYHUT. He mar0 eMy HU CEKYH/IBI
TepebIIIKY, a BMECTO 9TOT0 HAHOIIy ellle OOUH yaap BO BHYTPEHHIO YacTh 6empa.

— Mprx!!!

Ero mmpoKo pacKphITHE I'Ia3a MoKpacHe u ot 0omu. OcTpue Meda, pacceKasi MBIIIITH, TIJI0Th U
KOCTH, 3aCTABUJIO €T0 OTBETUTE. f 00JIbIlle He 3a/ialo BOMIPOCOB, IIPOCTO CMOTPIO Ha HETO
OlLleTIEHEBIIUM B3TJISIAOM. ETo Teno oT moTepu KPOBH CTAHOBUTCS OleMHBIM, KaK MsCO B Bofe. Cie3sl
Kalla/li U3 TJla3, KOT{la OH CXKMMaJl MOIO PYKY, 3aKphIBaBIIyio eMy poT. Korga st ocnabuin xBaTKy, OH
3aroBOpHUIL.

— Tp-petuii... Tpetuii aTax!



YBepeH, 4To mocnenyolme ciaoBa Oviy: "[lomanuTe", HO TPeXKAe, YeM OH YCIell JOTOBOPUTH, S
mepepesas eMy ropiio.

BocmpuHHMAaTE CMEPTH TIPOIIe, YeM s nyMaj. CTpSxHYT ¢ ce0st KpOBaByIO MejleHy. 3Ha4UuT, HaJlo Ha
TPeTHil aTax. [IBUHYICS 06paTHO 110 KOPUAOPY.

)%k

4 He 3HaI, KyOa yiael CTaprI, HO II0 IIATHaM KPOBH ITOHAJI, 9EM OH BCE 3TO BPEMA 3aHUMAJICA.
Tenepb, KOr'Ja peCTOpaH OB 3aYMUIIEH, I CIIOKOMHO no6panc5{ I10 JIECTHHUIIE IO TPEThETO 3TaxKa.

BRITISIHYT B OKHO U YBUAE, YTO Ha yJulle Opomsr eime mojiHo. CKOpo oHU o0HapyKaT B peCTopaHe
KPOBb U TPYIIH, TIO9TOMY HaZlo MOTOpONuThCA HaiiTu Kau Cy PéH.

¢ Opocusicst BBepX II0 JIECTHUIIE K IBEPU TPEThEro 3Taxa. HeTeprieHue MOATOHSIIO, HO ST 00SJICS TOTO,
YTO TaM yBUXKY. DOHAPUKOM OCBETHII KOPHUOOP ¥ BOCEMb, UJIK OKOJIO TOTO, OBepei. KinamoBku,
TIOMeIlleHUsI, HaOUThIEe MyCOPOM ¥ XKUJIble KOMHATHL. W ogHa mBEph, OT KOTOPOU Pa3uiio KPOBbiO. Pyka
IpoxXaja, Koraa s B3SJICS 3a PYUKY.

Ho B 3TOT MOMEHT KTO-TO OKJTUKHYJI MEHS C IPYTOr0 KOHIIa KOPHI0pa.

— 9, TH Y€ TYT 3a0BIT?

Yépr... 4 mouyBCTBOBAJI, KaK TEJI0 B OHHO MTHOBEHME ITPEBPATUIIOCH B KaMeHb. TOT, KTO 3BaJjl MEHS
13 IPYroro KOHIIa KOPUOOopa, CHavasla IOMOIIeN C HeIOYMEeHHBIM BHPaXKeHUeM JIUIa, HO KOTHa OT
MeHS He TI0CJIe[IOBAJI0 HUKAKOT0 OTBETa, OH IIOCTEIIeHHO HAaCTOPOXKMUIICS. PaccTosiHMEe TOBOJILHO
6onbiioe. [Taxke ecnu Ovl 1 Opocus Med, He OBIJI0O HUKAKOW rapaHTUH, YTO MoMafy B Hero. Eciu oH
yOeXKUT UM HAYHET OPAThCS UJIU KPU4aTh, OYHeT IJI0XO.

BHepBbIe s Ha4aJl COMHEBAThCA.

CTOUT ¥ TOCTABaTh BUHTOBKY? BC@BO3MOKHbIE BOIIPOCH ¥ BapUaHTHI 3AII0JIHUIIN TOJIOBY, U CEKYHT
yepes JeCsTh S MeJIeHHO IIePeMEeCTHUII PYKY Ha PYKOSITKY ITHCTOJIETA.

— THL...KTO TAKOuI?

OH B3[OPOTHYJI OT MOEro ABUXKEHUS. BUAMMO, IOHSJ, YTO I HE MECTHHIU. f CTJIOTHYJI, a TafOHU
BcnoTenu. [logoxpmaTts? BreicTpenuTs? Ho He yclesn 3aKOHUYUTh MBIC/Ib, KaK OH IIOBEPHYJICI U
robexar.

B Bo3myxe pa3maeTcs XpYCT JIoMaloIeics men. BEICYyHYBIIasCs U3 TEMHOTH PyKa XBaTaeT OpPOOsTy
3a TOJIOBY, TIOBOpPa4MBasi ee B HAallpaBJIeHUH, U3 KOTOPOTo y&Ke HeT IyTH Ha3af. OH He ycleBaeT faxe



3aKpHUyaTh, TaK OBICTPO JMILUJICS XKU3HU. A PyKa, IIOJIOKUBILIAS TEJI0O MEPTBella Ha 3eMITIO,
OKasasach pykoit CTaporo, KOTOPHIY BHIIIEN U3 TEMHOTHL. ['J1a3a ¥ HETO CBETUJIUCh BO ThMe, KaK y
3BEPSI.

— IlaBai, [Ton FOH, umm OricTpee. KaxeTcst, HAC 3aMETHUIIH.

4 cynopoxkHO KUBHYN B 0TBeT. VI TyT B 0OKHe mocblimancs myM. Het, 3To Gblyia He 60JITOBHS, a BCe
6oyiee TPOMKUE KPUKY MYKYUH, KOTOPEIE [TOHSJIN, YTO BHYTPU YTO-TO IIPOU3OIIIIO.

— Jon KOH, 6vicTpee!

4 6pocwuiics 6exkarth. YKe He HyKHO OBIJIO OTKPHIBAThH IBEPU TUXO0. TONKAJ UX CBOMM TEJIOM, OCBEIIas
nomelreHus GoHapukoM. Hu 3mech, Hu TaM HHYero He Obl10. M 3mech Toxke HUYero. 3a CYUTAHHBIE
CEKYHMHI 5 mpo0ezka TP KOMHATH, a 3aTeM OPOCUIICS K TTOCNIeiHeH B KOHIIe KOPHUAOpa.

[Tonoxun pyky Ha Py4YKy [IBEDPHU.

[ITen4ox.

ITO eqUHCTBEHHAS 3aIllepPTasi IBEePb.

— A-a-a!

Cepaiie KOJIOTUTCS Tak, OyITO BOT-BOT B30pBeTCsi. CMeCh YyBCTB IIEPETIOIHIET MEeHs, 3aCTaBIsAI
IpOKaTh KOHEUHOCTU. BBICTPO IOJHS BUHTOBKY U YOApUJl IPHUKIagoM 110 ABEPHOM pPyUKe.

bax! bax! bax! bax!

MeHs ye He BOJIHOBAJI 3BYK, S XOT€JI TOJIBKO OOHOTO0 — ITIOCKOPee Pa3pyIIUTh 3Ty IIperpany Mexmy
Kan Cy Pén u MHO#. Py4ka gBepH OT/IeTeNla B CTOPOHY, s TIOOHSIJT ITPaBy0 HOTY U yIapOM paclaxHy
IIBEPb.

B HO3[pu ymapuia BOHb HEUUCTOT. M mpexpe, 4eM ITOUyBCTBOBATH 3allaX KPOBH, OT KOTOPOTO
KPYy2KUIach T0JI0Ba, 1 NOAHAT GoHapUuK. Mou ry0sl IpoxKaiy, s faXke He YCIeN YCIOKOUTh
KOJIOTSILIEECS CEepAIIE.

"TlycTb oHa OymeT xuBa!"

KpOBaBbIe CJIE3BI TEKIIU IIO IIIE€KaM.

"TloxkanyucTa, moxaayucra, noxanyucra..."



A cymopoxHO cBeTus poHAPEM II0 MOJTY, B KOU-TO BeKU MoJist bora.

[ToBopauuBaloCh K jezKalleMy Ha II0JIy MEPTBeIly, PSIOM C HUM ellle OfUH, OKOUYeHEeBIINHN, KaK
MaHEeKeH, a B IIeHTDE...

CBeuy ()oHaPHKOM Ha YeJI0BEKA B IIEHTPE, ¥ BUKY BOJIOCH], a TaKXKe 3HAKOMYIO Ofiexkay. ¢ mepecran
[IBUTAThCSI, BOT OHA ITepeno MHOM... OTKPHIBAIO POT, HE B CHJIaX MPOTSIHYTh PYKY, 60sICh, UTO OHA
MEepTBa.

— K-xau Cy Pé=H...

OTBeTa He mociaenoBano. Mos pemMMOCTh PyxHYJa. MenieHHO MOAoLIeN K Hel, 3peHue
3aTyMaHMUIOCh OT cyie3. OHa Oblsla BCA B CUHAKaX. PyKu, U0, KaXKABIH CAaHTUMETP ee Tella OblI B
CHHSKax, Kak OyaTo oHa O0poiack C HUMHU BCE TO BpPeMs, TI0Ka ee Tallli/u. { JOTPOHYJICS [o ee
koxu. OHa OblyTa TaKOM x0nogHOM. Korma oHa oOHMMala MeHsI, y Hee Oblyla Temas Koxa, HO ceryac
OHa JIedsHas.

4 nputsHyn ee K cebe. Y3 ria3 XJILIHYIN Cle3bl, a U30 PTa BhHIPBaJICS 3BEPUHBIN KpUuK. Ka3zanocsk, 4To
C MeHS COUpPAaloT IJIOTh U BeIpe3aloT cepplle. bornena romosa, 601emo Bce Teno. bonb, KOTOpyio 5
HCIBITHIBAJI BCE 3TO BPEMS, IIpeBpaTUIIaCh B COXKaJleHHe U TOPbKOe pacKasHUe, U BCe 3TO pa3oM
3axXJIECTHYJIO MeHsI. 3aueM s XKUJI, 3aYeM UCIBITHIBAJ 3Ty 00JIb?

4 cam xoTen YMEDPETh.

B 5TOT MOMEHT ObIXaHUE OCTAHOBUJIOCH. 4 3aBIXasICs.

Ho artort 3ByK...

Pyku gpoxar.

YyBCTBYIO TEILJIO €€ JIUIa B CBOUX IMasbliax. Moe X0JI0MHOe TeI0 OTKIUKAETCS Ha TEIJIO0, U CEPALe
CHOBa OTHaeTcs 00JIbI0. YKa3aTeNbHEIN Haslel] 3afiePKUBaeTCsl Ha KOHYKMKE ee HOCA, U S YYBCTBYIO...
Temsoe geixaHue. Cepplle HAKOHeI HauMHaeT OUTHCS, PE30HUPYS CO 3BYKOM ee [IBIXaHUS B MOUX
00BATUAX.

[TpoTsAruBaio APOKaIIy0 PYKY U KJIafy JIafoHb HAa ee JIeBYIO I'PYOb, TOe HaXOOUTCS Cepale.

CTyK, CTYK, CTYK, CTYK.

Cepntie 6u10Ch, €1a6o, HO GHIOCH. DTO IJIaMsI, KOTOPOe MOTJIO ITOTAaCHYTh B OOWH MWT, HO B Hel elle
TeIlJINIach JKU3Hb.



Ila, oHa OnlIa XXWBA.

4 mogxBaTHI ee Ha PYKHU 1 BBITAIIIUII ITUCTOJIET U3 K06ypbl.

Pyku nepecrtanu gpoxkars.
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