CaMblIif CTpALIHBIN KOIIMAp JII0fielt BHOBb HACTHUT UX. 2KUTeNM TI0TAl0T CIe3hl, HETU B3[ParuBaiT,
KaK B IIpUMAJKe, ¥ MPSYYTCS 110 yriaaM. OTo yxKac, 6e30oHHas mponacTk. [lepenomHeHHEIe CTPaxoM,
OHU OCTABUJIM IIOMBITKY COIPOTUBIIATHCSA. HO MBI COIIPOTUBISTIUCE ThME OTHEM, TOPSILIUM B TTTyOuHE
HAINUX Ceprell.

— He cniats! — psaBkHyn CTapeiid.

W BOT, KaK eIWHBIM OPraHu3M, MBI CTAId COOMPATHCS, YTOOHI IPOTUBOCTOSTH CBOMM CTpPaxaM. JOTO
Obla Bepa B TO, UTO BMECTE MBI CMOXKEM 3TO CHiesiaTh. "BCIIOMHUTE, CKOIBKO MBI UX yOUTK", CITOBa
CTapuKa, CKa3aHHBIE B JeHb NHCTPYKTaxKa, 3a3BeHeNId B MOUX OapabaHHBIX ITepPeloHKaX.

— Ax-a-u-u...

9T0 GBIJIO TOX0KE Ha CBUCT BETPA UJTU KPUK KUBOTHOTO. OT OJHOTO €T0 3By4YaHHUS I10 KOXKe
npoberanu Mypaluku. HecMoTpst Ha TO, YTO 3TO peasibHasl TBapb, OH KAaXKETCs HaM IIPU3PaKOM.
MyTaHT cTOsI Ha 6ajJKOHe oMa HallPOTUB, KOTOPHIM OBLJIO XOPOIIO BUAHO. BricOKasi TeHb 0ObICKasa
BCe KOMHATHI, HO TeNeph IIOHSIa, YTO HUKOTO HeT.

Y10 oHO uyBCcTBYeT? [TaHUKY? 3710CTh? OH He NMPOSABIIAI HUKaKUX 3MOLUY, XOTS U He Hallesl
BBIKMBIINX, KOTOPHIX NOIKEH OB CheCTh CETOHS. PBaHBEIN POT MOJEPTUBAJICS, @ BEITSIHYTOE TEJIO
pacKayuBaiock, Kak TPOoCTHUK. OHO moupeT cioga? Wmu 4To coOupaeTcs menaTh? S MPUTOTOBUIICS K
6010, HaflesiCh, YTO TBaph He IoiaeT K HaM. Ho He ycIies 3aKOHYUTH CBOIO MEIC/Ib, KAK MOHCTP
CKDEBLICS B TEMHOTE.

¢ B3moxHy 1 yOpar masel] co CIIyCKOBOTo Kpiouka. Kak OynTo TeHb BOIIUIA B APYTYIO TeHb. Illaru y
HEeT0 TaKue HecJNHIIHEe, HeT, s He TOYyBCTBOBAJ faXke HaMeKa Ha MPUCYTCcTBUe. He 3Haw, Ha 4TO
elre OH CIIoco0eH, HO ¥ JypaKy siCHO, YTO 9Ta TBaph — MPUPOXKACHHAS MallliHa s YOUNCTBa,
IIOBEJIUTEIIb HOYHOTO TOPOfa.

[Tocrie MUHYTHOT'0 aHAJNIM3a 5T HAYKUCTO OTOPOCUIT MBIC/IL 00 0X0Te Ha Hero. Hukak He ygacTcs
o¥MaTh 3TO CYILIECTBO, €CJIM TOJILKO HE B CBETJIOE BPEMS CYTOK, a [JIst 9TOr0, KaK MUHUMYM, HyKeH
sipKui poHaph, YTOOB OCBETUTH MECTHOCThD, ¥ IOCTATOYHO OOEIPHUIIACOB, YTOOH CKOHIIEHTPHUPOBATh
OTHEBYIO MOIIlb. {1 pellns NoXKAaThCA YTPa, TOCTABUB I'JIaBHOM 3afadeii 000pOHY.

Korpa moman curHar, 6ouiel paccinabumuck. FOH ITan 6bICTPO X71e0HYIT BOAB, @ CTapUK CXKeBas
HECKOJIbKO KyCKOB 0aTOHYMKA, YTOOH ITOIepKaTh OpraHu3M B 00€BOM TOTOBHOCTH. HO HUKTO B
3IAHUU HE Pelajics 3aTOBOPHUTH, TPEKPACHO MMOHUMAs, YTO 3aCHYTh ITOCTIE MOSIBIIEHUS 3TOTO
CyIleCTBa HEBO3MOXKHO.

Hapmo 6T Haueky. PebsiTa cMOTpenu BO BCe CTOPOHBEI KPACHBIMY, BEITapallleHHBIME TTIa3aMu,
TOTOBbLIE K TOMY, UTO MyTaHT MOXKeT BEPHYThCS B J1I000# MOMEHT.

OpHako HaCTpOeHue CTaJio IIOPTUTHECA. MI/IHYTa Ka3aJlaCh 9aCOM, a PeIdaHKA, JOHOCHUBIIHNECA CO BCEX
CTOPOH, MOTUXOHBKY IIOATAaYHUBAJIA OYX. KoHeuHO, Te U3 HAC, KTO BUEJ CaMOe CTpalIHoe, KakK-TO €eIlfe



MepKajuch ¥ B 9TOT Pa3, HO COCTOSTHUE XKUTEJIeH, KOTOphie OBIIM Ha TPaHU UCTEPUKH, CTAHOBUIIOCH
BCE XyXKe€.

CTan ¥ ITaHUWKA MMapPalnu3yI0T Pa3yM U 3aCTaBJIAI0OT OPTaHU3M O€JIaThk TO, YTO IMOACKA3BIBAIOT
MHCTHHKTHL. Eci ObI 3allaHHKOBABIINE JIIOOW Ha4aJIn Kpu4daTh NN BEIOEraTh U3 30aHus1, OHU MOT'JIU
OBl IIOOBEPTHYTH OIIACHOCTH cebst u BCe€X, KTO HaXOOUJICA B IEHTPEe OJIA ITOXKHUJIBIX. Ho 3ta
HalIpsA2KeHHas aTMOC(l)epa CJIMIIKOM OaBHWJIa Ha HEPBEI, U 51 HE MOT' OTBJIEYbECA Ha XKUATENen.

Y MeHs 130 pTa HEMPOU3BOJILHO BHIPBAIOCh PyTraTeNbCTBO, ¥ BhIpaXkKeHUe JIUIla CTapukKa,
YCITBILIIABIIIETO €0, CTAJIO XKECTKUM. [I71I0THHA HEPBOB I'PO3UIIAa BOT-BOT IPOPBAThCS. [lOMKEH T 5
OTHATh IIPUKA3k, U €CNU [a, TO KoMy ux? ['0J10Ba HauKMHalla eperpykKaTbCs OT MIOTOKA MEBICIEH. A
CKOPYMJI TPUMacCy ¥ BHITYCTHUJI PBAHBIH B3J0X.

— Iycuxk, [a Xe.

Ho Ha momounp npuien He Ctapeii 1 He [Iak [19 bak, a FOH Ilan. Tuxo menda, mapeHb Ha3Ha4YuUJl
HYKHBIX JIIO0e OTBETCTBEHHBIMU 3a BBIKUBIINX. CaMOCTOSATENBHO, HE TOPOIISICh, HO U HE MeIJIs.
Panbiiie oH OB TPYCIUBLIM U HEYBEPEHHHIM, @ TETIePh CTaJl TIOMOIIHUKOM, ITOAIePKUBAIOIIAM B

HYXHBI MOMEHT.

— Bcé B mopsimke. Bcé Gymet xopotro.

9TO MPOCTHIE CIIOBA, HO OHYM OKA3hIBAIOT I'Iy00OKOE BO3[EMCTBUE Ha KUTEJIeH, JKUBYIIUX IIOMl CTPaxXoM
cMepTH. [IyCUK, KOTOPHIY BRITTISAUT HEBUHHBIM U J0OpHIM, U [Tak [Ta Xe, KoTopas elle Mojiofa, HO
yxe MHoroe ymeeT. OHM YCIIOKAUBaJIH JIOHEeM, HO He 3a0bIBajii MPU3bIBATh UX MOI4aTh. Braromaps
MM BHUMaHHUE OTPsia Bce O0bIe KOHIIEHTPHUPOBAIOCh Ha BHEITHEeH 00CTaHOBKE.

Boapy1sble MOTOKY, KaK HAaKaHYHE TPO3Hl, YCIIOKOUITUCE, ¥ XKap, 00XKUTaBIIANA MO0 I'Pydb, yTUX. 5
CUmes HEeTIOOBUKHO, U Pa3yM OblT yuCT. IIo Mepe TOro, Kak rja3a MPUBHIKAIKA K TEMHOTE, S IIapUI
B3TJISIIOM BOKPYT.

OTHBIHE 9TO OMTBaA BpEMEHU W THUIIWHEI. Mmu CMOTPHM B TEMHOTY, OXKHOads CyIIeCTBO, KOTOPOE€ MOXKET
IIOSIBUTHCS B JII000M MOMEHT. HpOI.T.U'[O JeCdaTb MUHYT, IIOTOM OABAAIIATE. Hal’IpH}KeHI/Ie BHCHUT B
BO3OyXxe. YTo TaM, B 3TOM TeMHOTe? MOKHO K OBITD YBEPEHHBIM, YTO TdM HUYETO HeT?

— Bmepenu cmpaBa, — pe3KO CKasall .

HukTOo He IOHUMAJI, YTO Meped HUM — TeHb WJIM IIPOCTO TPeMelyuui KyCoOK Mycopa. B Takoi
00CTaHOBKE U yIIIaM U T'J1a3aM He Bepulllb. g 6eCKOHEYHO COMHEBAJICS, HO TIOTOKM BO37yXa U
OLIYILIEHUS, TUKYIIKUE KOXKY, TOBOPUIM, UTO TaM YTO-TO €CTh.

CoMHeHMe CMEeHSETCS YBEPEHHOCTHIO, ¥ TeHU 06peTaioT GopMy. YCbIaB MOM KPUK, OOULIEI, HE
pa3nyMbIBasi, IOBEPHYIUCH U IPUTOTOBUNIKMCE. MyTaHT 10X0XKe 00IIapuil Bce 3MaHus nmobaIu30CTu, U



ceryac IIej MUMO HaIIero.

OH He u3faeT HUKAKOTO IIyMa, flaXKe IMPUBLIYHOM BuOpaluu. CII0BHO MUMOJIETHHIM BETEPOK, TBAPh
OeCIIyMHO ITPOXOUT U3 lOMa B JOM.

Ilaru, miary, maru.

OH¥M 3ByYaT IOYTH HECJIBIIIHO, HO XOJIONHBIN TIOT HA MOEM JI0y CTAHOBUTCS JIMIKUAM. PyK¥ U BOJIOCHI
KOJIBIIITYTCST, KaK TPOCTHUK Ha BETPY. PBaHHIA POT MaBHO 3aKPHIICS, ¥ OH OCTOPOXKHO II0BOPAYHUBAET
TOJIOBY, ITII[SI B ONHY CTOPOHY.

B TumiHe pa3maincs 3ByK Ybero-To B3J0Xa — ONHOBPEMEHHO 00JIeryeHue OT TOTO, YTO OH He CMOTPHUT
B HAIlly CTOPOHY, ¥ MHCTUHKTUBHAS PeakIus, KOTopas 4yTh He 3aCTaBUjla MEHS HaXkaTh Ha KyPoK. I
OITyCTHJI MOKPHBIU OT IOTa Tajiell ¥ IOBEPHYJ TOJIOBY B Ty CTOPOHY, Ky[la OH CMOTpe. JTO 3[aHKe
AIMWHMCTpPALMK HAIIPOTHUB, TOEe CUNEIH TPYIIHPOBKH.

Kak To/nbKO 3alllyio COJIHIle, TaM BOIlapujach TUIIKMHA. JII0Ou HaBepHSKa CHIBIIIAIN OTTyIIUTEIbHbIE
KPUKU MyTaHTa ¥, 3aTauB ObIXaHUe, CIEUIIN 3a OKpyKalolel o0cTaHoBKOM. HalineT mu oHO ux?

TummwuHa.... TeMHOTa.... HU cBeTa, HU 3ByKa, Kak B 3a0porreHHoM noMe. Ho TBapb MeieHHO
TIOBEPHYJIACh Tya, CIIOBHO 3HaJa, YTO TaM 4TO-TO €CTh. OH CKOJIb3HYII B TEMHOTY, ¥ S Ha MTHOBEHME
TIOTEPSIT €T0 U3 BUMY.

Hert!

Koxa nmokprinace MypalikaMy, a yKa3aTeIbHBIH Tajell JepHYJICS Ha CIIyCKOBOM KPIOYKe. 3aKphiBas U
OTKpBIBas Ila3a, I OLICTPO TOBOpPaYMBalo TOJIOBY, U BUXKY MOHCTpa, O€ryIiero K 3qaHuio
AIMUHUCTpPALIUH.

4 crpiIan ero cMex CKBO3b BeTeP. 3BYK XPUILILIN, OYATO Y HETO pa30pBaHbl TOJI0OCOBLIE CBSI3KH, U 5
IIOHMMalo, YeTo OH X0YeT.

[IBUKeHUS TBapu 6BICprIe, HO OH H€ M3[aBaJl HUKAKWX 3BYKOB 1 HE IIBITAJICA IIPATATHCA. A 6BICTp0
IIEePEKIIIOYNII CBOE€ BHUMaHNE Ha 3[aHHUe AJIMI/IHI/ICTpaHI/II/I U IIPUTJIYIIEHHO OaJl IIPUKAa3 OTPAOYy He
OBUT'AaTBCA. TBapb C JTOBKOCTBIO 00€3bSHEI IIPOIIOJI3JIa I10 CTEeHE U C JIETKOCTBIO HpO6I/IJ'I8. OKOHHEIE
CTaBHU.

— Ku-u-u!

— A-A-A-A-Alll

Bomb, pa3priBaiomuil 6apabaHHbIe IEPEIIOHKH, 9X0M Pa3Heccs o0 AGMHUHUCTPAIMH, KOTla TBAPhb



PAJOCTHO MpUXKaach HOCOM K OKHY. HamageHue mpou30IIIo Ipexk e, YeM OHM YCIIeNIH XOTb KaK-TO
OTpearupoBaTh. 3BYKHU PBYLIEHUCS MJIOTH U PaCCHIIAIIEHCcs Meben 9X0M pa3HecIuch mo 2Kumomy
Kommnnekcy. Kak BolK B CTae OBell, TBaph PBETCS B aIMUHUCTPATUBHEIE TTOMELIeHUS, YOHUBast JTIOOEH.
Ymada, KoTopast IIOMOTJIa UM BBIXKHTbh, CETOIHS 00epPHYIach IIPOTUB HUX.

¢ 3aKMypUII T1a3a IPH CIleHe, KOTOPYIO OXKKall, HO K KOTOPON HUKAK He MOT IPUBBIKHYTh. Mou
CIIyTHUKY B3[paruBajii, a BEIKUBIIKE 3a UX CIIMHAMU MIPSTANIUCh 110 YTJIaM, 3arlyllas KPUKU
pykamu. YesoBeyecKre BOIUIM U3 3TaHUsI HAITPOTHUB 3aII0IHUIN TUIIMHY B IEHTPE [JIS IPeCTapesbiX.

"TloxanyiicTa, IyCTh 3TO IPOUAET, MoXKanyicTa. [IyCcTh IOXKPET U CBaNUBaeT", L IPOCUII U YMOJISAT
9roucTyHO. Ho maxe B 3TOT MUMOJIETHEIXY MOMEHT TeJI0 ¥ Pa3yM IOTOBUIIUCH K IIPEACTOAIIEN
CXBaTKe. YKa3aTeJIbHBIN I1ajiel] IoAparuBaeT Ha CIIyCKOBOM KPIOYKe, XOJIOAHEIU [I0T CTPYUKaMU
cTekaer 1o 10y u cobupaeTcs Ha mepeHoculle. He ycrieBaeT oH BEICOXHYTb, KaK II0 Ty mpoberaet
XKYTKasi BPOXKb.

[TpoxomuT mecsaTh MUHYT. [lecsTh MUHYT OECKOHEUHOT0 y2Kaca, KOTOPHIM, KaXKeTCs, HePKUT HaC B
kietke. OKHa AIMUHUCTPALKK 3a0phI3raHbl KPOBLIO, a JIIOEeH, MHOTIa MeJIbKAIOIINX B HUX, PBYT Ha
yacTu. Pe3Hs, pe3Hs, pe3us. CTpaHHas CMeCh PafioCTH U I'HeBa CKBO3UJIa B IBUKEHUSAX MyTaHTA.
3710CTh OT TOTO, YTO JIIOAY 3aKaH4YMBAIOTCS, U PaioCTh OT TOT'O, YTO OH BCE PaBHO yOMBaeT.

— A-a-a!

B 3TOT MOMEHT MajieHbKasi JBepb COOKY 37laHMs paclaxHysach, U OTTy[a BEICKOUMII YeloBeK. C
JKMBOTA Karaa 0arpoBast KpOBb, a ¥ BECh OH ObINT B HEM, KaK OBl TOBOPSI O TOM, YTO ITPOUCXOIUT
BHYTpH. HeT, 13-3a KpOMEIIHON ThMEI laXKe 3Ta KPOBb BHITIAAUT YEPHUJIBHO-4ePHOU. Bes ciieHa
KaXKeTCs HepeasbHOM, KaK YepHO-0eslblit GuiIbM.

— IT-nomorute Mue!!! Cracure!!!

MyxurHa 6pOCcHUCs K HaM, Kpu4a, KaK CyMacIIefmuii. I BCKOYUII CO CBOET0 MeCTa ¥ HHCTUHKTUBHO
3aMaxall pyKoH, oTroHss ero. Komokomn B Moel TojioBe 3BeHEJI, 3aCTaBIsAs cepplle OUThCS ORICTpEe.

A KpUKY MYXYUHBI CTaJIA MTPUOTUKATHCS.

— Ilomorute MHue!!! [ToMorute MHe, oxkasnyucra!

TBot MaTh! XyOImi U3 BCEX BO3MOXKHAIX CIIeHAPUEB CTall COLIBATHCS, U 5 KaJjell, YTO 3TOTr0
yeJioBeKa He coxpanu. ['me MyTaHT? 3aMeTus 1 MykuKa, 6eryuero cioga? UTo eciu...ja, TO 3HaeT
71 OH BOOOIIE, YTO MBI 3mech? YenmoBek 6exkal K HaM, afasi ¥ MOJHUMAasICh, YTOOBI CHOBA yIacTh. M3
€r0 Pa30pBaHHOTO KHWBOTA IIOCTOSTHHO TEeKJIa KPOBb, CJIOBHO OPOXKKA M3 XJIeOHBIX KPOIIEK, KakK B
cka3ke npo 'eHsens u I'peTersb.

MHe X0Te0Ch 3aKpUYaTh Ha MYKUYKMHY, KOTHa OH 6exaJl, 3a0phI3ruBast JOPOr'y KPOBbIO, HO 5T JOJIKEH



Moj4aTh. EClu s B3BOTHOBAH, TO B3BOJIHOBAHHI U JIIOAY, a €CJIU S HaAllyraH, TO HAIyraHbl ¥ OHU.
ATMocdepa u Tak OblTa HANIPSIXKEHHOH, a TYT ellle MOPaJIbHBIN OyX Hadasl IafaTh Iepe[ TUI[0OM TaKou
pPa3pyLIUTEIbHOU CLEHEL.

— Tuxo!

Ho 13 Moux yCT BEIpBAJICSl He KPUK, a TBEPALIM IPUKa3 coepxkuBaThcs. OOUH 3a IPYTUM S
IIOATAIKKABAJ OOMIIOB 3aHSTh MO3UIMH U IIPYU 9TOM B IIOCTIEIHUHN Pa3 MPOBEPSITT CBOM MUCTOJET,
TOTOBHIM IPUHSATH Ha ce0s yaap nioboro Hamagatoiero. CTpax u naHWKa 3axJIeCTHYNIXA MeHs. Ho
TOJIBKO MOY MHCTPYKIIMY U CaMOOTBEPKEHHOCTh CAEPXKUBANY UX.

— XU-XU-XU-XU-XU-XU-XU-XU!

OHO TTOCMOTpEJIO Ha YeJI0BeKa U PACCMEesNIOCh. ITO OB U3BPAILEHHbIH CMeX, U ST HE MOT ITOHSTS,
OBLIIO JTX 3TO BhIPaXKEHKWEM PaflOCTH UJTU MOATOTOBKOM K yOUMCTBY. MyTaHT OB BECh B KPOBU U
MeZJIEeHHO BBIIOJI3aJl U3 OKHA, BRICMaTPUBasi CBOIO IIOCTIENHIONI XKEPTRY.

MyxX4rHa U3[an IPUTIylieHHb KPUK, IPoAoiikasa 6exkaTh K HaM. Ho, moxoxke, TBaph He X0Teja
XKIaTh.

Pa3maeTcst XpyCT KOCTel U MyiecK KpoBu. KpacHbIH (GOHTaH BHIIMBAETCSI Ha OeNbIN CHET, U TeJo
MYKYUHBI PYIIATCS B C/Ta0bIX KOHBYNbCUSX. Y, Kak BOOUTCS, ITOCTENHEe, K UeMy TSHETCS YeJI0BeK —
3TO L[EHTD, TTle MBI HAXOOUMCS, U B IIPOTSIHYTOU PyKe — IOC/IegHee XKelaHue XKUTh, CO BCEM ero
coXaJeHueM.

TBaph CMOTPHUT B HAIILy CTOPOHY.

U 3amupaer.

Ecnu GBI 0HO MOTJIO TOBOPUTH, TO CKa3ajo Okl IPHMEPHO cliefyioliee: "BoT BB Ile CIIPSATAIUCE".

Co Bcex CTOPOH DOHOCHUTCHA TYHOfI CTYK IIOJHUMAEMEIX BUHTOBOK.

Crom, crom, cromn! {1 Mon4a MOAHMMAIO PYKY, IIpepEIBasi aTMOC(epy, KOTOpas BOT-BOT B30PBETCH.
Ecnu 65l 51 OIyCTHII PYKY, TO BEICTPeNIaMy MBI OBl ce051 TOUHO Bhifanu. OT OGHON MEICTH 00 9TOM y
MeHs 3aKHUIaeT KPOBb, @ HEPBH HATATUBAIOTCS, KaK IPyXKUHLL. Ho g He 0THa npukas CTPeNITh U
CIIOKOWHO CIIBILIY TOJIBKO HEPOBHOE ABIXaHWE CBOUX CIIyTHUKOB.

MoHCTp, YTO JEepKUT OTOPBAHHYIO T'OJIOBY YeJIOBEKa, MeJIeHHO uaeT K HaM. Illaru ero jerku, CJI0BHO
eMy 0e3pa3IMYHO Hallle COMTPOTUBIIEHHUE.

Tom-Tom-To1I.



qa CJIBIITY HIJIEIIaHbE OOCHIX HOT II0 MECHUBY U3 KPOBU U CHETA. u cepale Ha4YrHaeT Pe3OHUPOBATE C
9THM 3BYKOM. PYKI/I IIOOHATEHI BBEPX, HAIIPA2KEHEI OT XOJIOOHOT'O BETPA, 4 IIOT, CTEKAIOIIU C HOCA,
INagaeT Ha IIO0JI.

He cettuac. Kpoute, KOoute, KauTe. I KOy ONTAMalIbHOW TOYKHM OTCUETA, KOTOPYIO ITOACKAa3LIBAIOT
MHeE OTIBIT ¥ UHCTUHKT. Korfa oH OyfeT Ha BUOY, KOTa BCE, YTO MHI IIOATOTOBUIN, OyIET HAllPaBIIeHO
IIPSIMO BIIEpe[, 3TO MPou30iAeT. MoM yKa3aTeabHbIH Ianell APOXKUT, U CMOTPIO IIPSIMO BIlepeq, Ha
IIyCTOE IIPOCTPAHCTBO B IEPEKPECThE IIPHULIEIa.

A menaro J:[J'II/IHHBIfl BIOOX, U B TO K€ BPEMS MOHU 3PAYKHU PACIIUPAIOTCA.

— A-a-aprx!!!

On nU3gaeT OFHYHIHTGHBHBIfI PE€EB, MOM POT pa3prIiBae€TCA OT KPHKa, KOTOpBIfI g COep2XKuBall.

— OI'OHbB!!!
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