OHu OEPHYIUCH B TaHUKE, KOTHa UX KOCHY/IACh BOfla. 3aTeM 00HapPYKHU/IH, YTO CBSI3aHEl U B IIIOKE
3a03MPaAJIKCh, @ BCTPETUBIIKNCH CO MHOM B3TJIIHAMHU OT CTPAxa OMYCTHIIU IJla3a. MOKpPEIE OT BOMHI, OHU
BBITJIALENIU elllé OoJiee XKaJIKUMU.

Ho TonpKO XKeHIrHA 110 KIu4YkKe KanuTad, He Muras, CMOTpPEJIa Ha MEH4. B eé T'JIa3aX, IIOJIHBIX
HEHAaBHUCTHU U sila, CKBO3HUJIa Bpa}KJIeﬁHOCTB.

— Bac Xm€eT monrui pasroBop.

Korpa crapeiii nogomen K Het, oHa Oe3 Kojle0aHUY B Hero IITI0HYyNa. Kalay ciioHel onany Ha ero
ofexny ¥ pyku. CTaphlil MeJIeHHO II0OCMOTPEJI Ha IJIEBOK Ha CBOEU OfieXKe, U JIUL0 Y HEro
oxecTtouunock. OH IOBEPHYJ rofioBy U ckKa3asl Kau Cy Pén:

— VBenu meTe.

2Kenmumna B3rIsHyIa Ha MeHsI. OHa XaET pa3peinenus? Vnu HageeTcs Ha o6bsicHeHusA? Ho s
CIIOKOMHO KMBHYJI, TI0OKa3bIBas YTO BCE HOPMAJIbHO, ¥ IIPOIIEINTaNl:

— 4 6yny TyT.

OHa CKIOHMUIa TOJIOBY | IIOB€JIa pe6HT B KOMHATY II€pCOHAla. Ho ogun 4emoBedek ocTancs CMOTPETH
Ha MEHd.

Ye En.

OHa Tapamuiachk Ha MeHsI, CyHYB I1ajiell B poT. {1 omycTusics Ha KoJieHH, YIs0asach U pacKphiBas
pyku. OHa 3aymnbifanach 1 nogbexaina 00HATHCS. BO3MOXKHO, MHe IPUAETCS MBITAaTh 3TUX JIIOAEH.
CTpaHHOe 4yBCTBO. 5 CTI0BHO GBI B IPONACTH MeXAy paeM 1 afoM. Ycmokoun Ye Ex u momydun
IOIIeNTyH B IeKy. [leBOoYKa elll€ ynupasach, HO B KOHIe KOHI[OB momenach 3a Kan Cy PEH B KoMHaTy.

Xjiom!

IIBeph 3a HUMHU 3aKPhHIIach, ¥ XOJIOOHBINA BO3AYX OT Heé mpoHéccst K HaM. CO0Ky criotuyn HOH [lan, a
CTaphlll paccmabumcs, onycTuB opo0oBukK. TuimuHy Hapymuia Kanutad. OHa TocMOTpesia Ha MeHS
37100HO ¥ CIIJIIOHYJIa CapKacTUYHO:

— 970 TBOWM peGeHOK, TPSI3HbIH TH YOII0H0K? [IprKacaemscs K Hew. ...

OHa He [[oTOBOpHIA. B 9TOT MOMEHT CTaphIii MOJHS KyJlakK, CJIOBHO XK/IaJl MOMEHTA, U YOAPHUII €€ 110
nuny. be3 konebanuii. KpoBs OpEI3HYIA Ha €€ I'y0Obl, ¥ OHA yIana.



— Pe0G€éHKa ciofa He BIYTHIBaM, — XOJIOIHKIN I'OJIOC CTAPOTr0 PE30HUPYET B Mara3uHe.

4 MenneHHO BEIOOXHYI. bpaThs Tapalluiauch, YOUBIEHHbIE BHE3AITHON CMEHOM HaCTPOeHU. f Toxe
CMOTpeJ Ha CTapuka. BpodeM, cMyllleHUe OJIUIOCHh HEHOJIr0, CHOBa BO3Bpalllasl B3IJIsAaM XOJIOf.

MEI co cTaphM 60UMCH.

boumcs cTpaxa.

MHe KaxkeTcs, {1 OeHb 0TO OHSI IMOTUXOHBKY CXO0XKY C YMa OT IIOCTOAHHOT'O CTPAXAd. On IIPOABIIAETCA
Jaxe BO CHe, ABJIAACh KOIIIMapaMH. CTan neJiall U3 HaC He TOJIBKO TPYCOB, HO U MOHCTPOB.

— FOBOpI/I, — CKa3aJl 4 X0JIOOHO.

4 mo cux nop gymain o ToM, Kak de En 3abpanu. Y cTapeiit HUYEeM OT MeHSI He OTIuYaeTcs. Mu 6e3
pa3roBOpPOB ITOHUMaJIHU Opyr apyra. [loaTomMy npr3HaBaiy, 4TO CTaHOBUMCS MOHCTpaMu. Ho ata
JKEeCTOKOCTDb Pafy 3alUTHl, © 9TO MOXKET CIIyYUTHLCS eIl€ COTHIO pPa3.

4 CyHyN HCIIMCaHHYIO KapTy IOf HOC UCTEeKalollel KPOBbIO KEHIIUHE:

— YTo0 3T0?

[Togo3puTtenbHas KapTa, BCA B KpaCHBIX KpecTuKax! Ml JOXKHEL 3HaTh. OTO KPaCHOE MOPE 3aMEeTOK
BHYIIIAJIO TPeBOTy. 2KeHIIMHa OOHAKO JIUIIbL CIIIOHYJIa, TIOAHSAB Ha MEeHS 37Ible IjIa3a.

Kposb 3anuia KapTy.

2KeHIMHA He OTBETHUIIA, HO MBI TOYYBCTBOBA/IM B HE¥ COMHEHHUe. 1 MOI4al, a CTaphlil THXO CKa3all
en.

— Opranu3zanug?

OHa B37pOTHYyJa, a HalapHUKY BOKPYT Hee 3a0eCIOKOMINCh. 1 MPUMepHO NPefCTaBIai, Kak
paboTaioT panuu ¢ GONBIIMM 0XBAaTOM CUTHAJa, HO He OblT yBepeH. [la ¥ uX HaMepeHUe CKPHITh
nHGOpPMaLKIO, KJIITBA HepkKaTh I3bIK 3a 3ybamu. CTaphlil yBuaes B HuX Opemrs u 6€3:KaocTHO Komall
e€. MBI MOTJIX ITOJTyYUTh OTBETHL.

WX IpoucxoxXpueHue.

4 CKJIOHUII TOJIOBY, IIBITASACh CKPBITh TPEBOTY. CTaphlil B3OOXHYJI, IS4 B IOTOJIOK. M3 BCEX MecCT,
[I04YeMy OHU NPUIJIA UMEHHO K HaM? 1 KpenKo 3aKphlI I'/la3a, UCIBITEIBas HEKOTOPYI0 CMeCh CTpaxa



u cTpagaHus. CTapeli TIOCMOTpEII Ha MEHS U CKa3al:

— He Hamo oCTaBIATh UX B KUBHIX.

CrnoBa cTanu KaTaJIu3aTOPOM.

Xoso MTHOBEHHO CMeHuJICs Ha cTpax. CTpax 1 o6uga nmpobupaloTcs mo Koxe. 9 KUBHYIL.

[Tocnemguuit Geper.

9TO 04eHb TSIKeno. Y MeHs U TaK PyKH B KPOBHU, Befb 51 3abupan xku3nu. Ho HUKoOra 5 He 3a0kIBa 0
TSAKECTH 4yxkKou cMepTu. Cepile, COBCEM HelaBHO CTydalllee, OCTaHaBIMBAETCS B OOHO MTHOBEHHE,
IIpeBpallias YeloBeKa, XKUBIIET0 NeCATUIIETUSIMHU, B KYCOK KECTKOT0 Msica. 1 HaBceryaa 3allOMHIO 3TO
IIPUKOCHOBEHUE THUIOIIEH MJIOTH ¥ KPOBH.

Tak 4TO, 4yBCTBYIO cebs ITyO0KO HECYACTHHIM.

He xouy y6uBaTh nmofel, 3abupath ux xxku3uu. He mory. Pasym u uyBcTBa MOCTOSSHHO GOPOIKCH
BHYTPH, BEI3BIBAsI MYKU. Sl KUBHYIJI, YYBCTBYS, KaK U3 I'jla3 JIbIOTCS IPOKJISITHIE CIIE3HI.

Onu nmubo MPOCAT MEHSI COXPAHUTh UM KH3HHU, TU00 CHIIUTIOT HEHABUCTBIO U 0CKOPOIeHuAME. Takoe
YyBCTBO, OYATO 5 CTOIO B JIy2Ke KpoBU. He MOTy 3a0BITh JTUIIKOE YYBCTBO X OTKPHIBAIO I'a3a.

— OTO Benb LIyTKa?

FOH IMan, HabGmomaBIIUY 3a HaMH, MOHOIIEN KO MHe. I MefiJIeHHO MOTPSIC MEHS 3a PYKY, CIIOBHO He
BEpS.

— Twl mwyTunb, Tak? Tl 3HAEI, YTO IMyTaellb MEHS? — MPO0JIKaI 60PMOTaTh MyKYUHA, AePXKach
3a MeHs. — BHI He MoXeTe 3TO ClesaTh...OTo XKe JIou... JIIonu. . .

— IOH [lan, — no3Bas CTaphli 4yTh I'POMKO.

HOH Ian YOUBJIEHHO IIOCMOTPEII Ha HETO, 4 CTAPHUK CKa3all 0e39MOIMOHATIBHO:

— A ecnu He yObeM, 4TO OymeT masblie?

— ...Janbire? — mpobopMoTa HEPBHO MyxK4uHa. CTapeld MOMOIIEN K HeMY, IPHUCTAIbHO TSI,
yOpa ero pyky oT Moel 1 IOBTOPHI:



— Yro, ecnmu MH He OyzeM uUxX yOUBaTh?

FOHn ITan mbiTancs pa3nenuTh ryosl, 4TOO OTBETUTD, HO He MOT. ¢ yBepeH, OH oyMai 00 3ToM, HO He
3HaJI, YTO OTBETUTh. [I0TOMY 4TO 3TO GeCIoJie3HO.

— YUTO mpou30#aET eCclii Ml He CTaHEM UX YOUBATh?

Crapei cxkan pyky IO#H [lana.

— Xouellb, OTIIYLTY TBOIO PYKY? BOT, OTHyCTUI. A eclu ONSATh CXBayuy?

Y cHOBa cxkaj eMy pPyKy. 4 cMmoTper, 61efHes1, Ha cTaporo. BoT oHa y»KacHasi peajlbHOCTb.
CepoesHad cutyanusi. CTapbii IPOAOJIXKAITL:

— Tt xo4elrb, YTOOBI MBI IIOUTPAJIKA B KOTIOB? [IoCTpOUNIM TIOPEMY U 3allepiid ux TaM? A KTo OymeT
cneguth? Pabodas cuna? A CKOJTBKO efibl Ha HUX HYKHO?

Cxkas3aB 3T0, OH oTrycTun pyky IOH ITana, a ToT cnabo gépHYycs. 1 CMOTPes Ha CTapuKa U IJIEHHBIX,
¥ MHe Ka3aJIoCch, OYITO BCe 3TO COH. BCKOpe $ MIIOTHO 3aKPhUI I'Jla3a U CKIOHUII T'0JI0OBY. CTaphii
CKasaJl TOPbKO:

— VYBenu [lycuka.

¢ cHOBa B3s1JT MUCTOJIET. YEPHAs I'PSA3b MIpeBpalllaeT AyLIy B IOMOU. MeXay IUCTONIETOM U JTIIOIbMHU
CTOSI/Ta CTEHa cTpaxa. Bce cMOTpenu Ha opyxKue C yKacoM. ¢ MefJieHHO MOMAOIIEN K IJIEHHUKaM.

U B 3TOT MOMEHT Myxk4uHa COOKY 3afpoKaJsl ¥ 003 KO MHe, XBaTas 3a HOT'Y.

— He Hapo! Iomanu! A Bcé ckaxy!

KanuTaH, CKIOHUBIIASA T'OJIOBY, CKa3ajla:

— 3atkuaucse! He roBopu HU4ero 6ponsram!

Myxx4uHa 3aKpryaj, 4yTh He Ijlada:

— CecTpulia, BH JOIKHEL XKUTh! 4 ToXe He X04uy ymupath! He xouy.

2KeHmuHa 3aopaja Ha Hero 6J1aruM MaToOM, HO CTaphId ORICTPO 3aTKHYT ei poT. Kak TOIbKO CTano
TUXO0, MYyKYMHA OEPHYJ MEeHS 3a INTaHUHY:



— 4 BCE-BCE paccKaxy, TONBbKO, IOXKaIyicTa, He youBali!

4 mocmoTtpen Ha Hero xonogHo. HactpoeHnue Ovlmo mapmrBoe. Ka3amocs, s THUIO ¥ pa3BaIuBaioOCh Ha
KyCKU. XOTeJl CTPSIXHYTh €ro PyKy C HOTH, y0exkaThb U mpobieBaTbCs. Mep3Koe YyBCTBO Ha AYyIIIE.

Ho s mummmb B3mOXHYT, COEPXKKUBasi PBOTY. Momda CyHYI KapTy MyXK4KHe.

— M-MBI UIIIeM BBIKUBIINX, — 3aUKasACh, OTBETUI TOT.

2KeHIuHa ¢ KJISITIOM BO PTY 3aphldaja U fepHynack. [locMoTpesia Ha HallapHUKa, CIIOBHO
HaMepeBanach ero youTts. CTaphlit 3eBHYII, TS HAa HEE€, U CIIPOCHUI:

— Yrto cobupaeTecs mnenaTh? Brl, pebsiTa, Oponsiru, He Tak Iu?

— HerT, KoHEuHO HeT!

MyXurHa X0TeJl CKa3aTh eIé UYTO-TO, HO CITeNTHO 3aKPHII POT, KOCSICh Ha XKeHIuHy. OH BCTPETUIIACh
C HUM B3TJISIIOM ¥ IPOCTHO CMOTPEJIa, IPUKYCHIBas K. MyK4YnuHA CKIOHHUT TOJI0BY. CTaphIil
YCMEeXHYJICS, TS Ha HuX. KaxkeTcsi, OHM BO BCEM CIIYIIAIOTCS 3Ty XKEHIIUHY, 3a0aBHO. $1 mo3Bas
OpaTheB, KOTOPHIE CUMENM MOTYa ¥ TapallluIuCh Ha HacC.

— Ilycuk, Bo3bMU €€ U 3anpu B BaHHOU. A FOH [1an mycTh NPUTTATUT 3a €€ MONO0IEeYHBIMHY.

MyX4urHa KMBHYJI MPay4Ho, a J[[yCHK mmoYecas 3aThHIJIOK. 3aTeM 3[I0POBSIK B3BAJU/ KEHIIMHY Ha
nedo. OHa OphIKaack, HO OH JlaXKe BHUMAaHUS He 00paTHil.
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