CTosTHKa 3aloJTHEHa MallWHaMHU, a BEE3[ U3 Hee 3a0/T0KMPOBaH IIEPEBEPHYTHIM aBTOMOGUIEM. B
TAKOW CHUTYallMM JIIOAY OYEHb JIETKO CTaHYT MUIIEHSIMU. Y MHOTMX MAaIlWH OBUIM pacliaXHyThl ABEPH,
pa30uThH 0KHa. Bce BOKPYT OBLIO yCEsTHO 3aMeP3MIUMHU KycKaMy IIOTH. Kak B KMHO, 5 IPeCTaBul
cebe 3Ty KapTuHYy. JItoou ¢ KpukKaMu 0eryT U3 MarasvHa U CTOSIHKY, @ TBapX PBYT KX Ha KYCKHU.
W30n1upoBaHHAEIX B MalllMHAX TOXKe NOCTalOT U XPyT. ITo Ov1 afi. Ha rnasa momnanock feTCKOe KpPecio
B aBTOMOOWUIIE U 5 OTBEJI I'Ta3a. TaM HUYEro TaKoro He OO, HO 5T IPKO IIPeCTaBUII.

[TpoMexXyTKM MeXIy MalllMHaMU OBISTA Y3KMMHU, HO OCTAaTOYHKIMU, YTOOBI TPONTH YETIOBEKY.
OpHako, 4yeM farsblie s IIejl, TeM YKe CTAaHOBUIICS 3a30p. MoxkKeT HaWTH LIeNIyl0 TauKy U MPOeXaTh
cpasy K yHuBepcuteTy? HeT, s MOTHYI ronoBoii. Ha mopore MoryT OBITH TBapH.

OmnsiTh Hapmo mon3Tu. IloygoOHee epexBaTUl CYMKY, 3ajie3as 01 MalluHy. Bagoxuymn. Bce-taku mop
MaIrHoM 6e3omacHee. 30 Bcex CHII IT0JI3 BIIEPe[l, BEPTs I'0JIOBOM II0 CTOPOHAM. MHoOrma s BUAen
MOCT Bfajieke, 4epes IIejIb MeXIy MalliHaMu.

[TpoiiTy memKoM 3TOT Iy Th ObITI0 OB GBICTPEE. M3-3a TOTO, UTO 5 MOJI3, TENIO ORICTPO yCTaBaslo.
Bmo6aBok Irpyzb ¥ IMITaHEL HAMOKJIM OT CHera. f1 moTeJ, Kak CJI0H, ¥ cTapaJsics He COUTBLCA C Kypca.

CrosiHKa OblIa MelCcTBUTeNbHO 00bIinol. KoHeuHOo, IeIkoM oHa 00JIbIlas, a I0I3KoM BooOIIe
KaxeTcs 6eCKOHEYHOMU. f MPOIo3 MOJIOBUHY MYTH. [IyMaJsl BEIUTH CO CTOSSHKY Yepe3 30HY OTHhIXa.

Eme mens 6ecniokonia 3aKaH4YuBawIascs Boma. M3-3a Gpusandeckoit Harpy3Ku s MHOTO Tuil. [locTan
13 CyMKHU IleYeHbe U IPUHSJICS XKeBaTh. 3a0[IHO OTHOXHY U ITOyMalo. 3amuil MOJI0BUHON OYTHIIKH
BOOBL. M oATh MPUHSAINCS IIEBETUTH MO3TaMH.

HeT HUKaKOV rapaHTU¥, 4TO 110 IIyTH B YHUBEPCUTET A HaUy Mara3uH. B 30He 0ThbIXa BOALI TOXKeE
MoxkeT He ObITh. Ho mpr3HaKoB MapofepcTBa He BUAHO. TBapeii mo6nu30CcTy He ObII0, II09TOMY
MOZKHO ITOIBITaTh CYaCThsl HAUTH MPOBU3UIO TaM.

HakoHell s omnosn3 0o mecTHUIsL. [Tpucern, rasas Boepen. M o6HapyKuil Koe-4To cTpaHHoe. Bee
CTEKJISTHHBIE IBEPU B 30HY OT/bIXa OBIIM 3aKJI€€HHl Ta3eTaMU. 3[IeCh eCTh JIIOOU? MeIeHHO CHSII
00yBb U OCTaBUJI Ha JleCTHUIIE. M Ha LBIOYKAX CTal KPacThCS K 30HE OTAbIXa. ['a3eTHl Ha CTeKJIe
3aTPyIHSIN MO# 0030p.

Y cHOBa MeHSI YIUBUIM CTPAHHOCTH. [[BepHAS Ty4YKa 30HHI OTAbIXa Obl/Ia 3aBsi3aHa LEMsIMU U HATIyX0
3aKphITa KPEIKUM 3aMKOM. f CcTasl BO3UTHCS C 3aMKOM, HO TYT IPUIIJIOCH TPEKPATUTD.

— CTBOJ IIOJIOXKMA.

XOoOgHBIH TOJI0C MPOH3UIT OapabaHHBIe TepenoHKU. OH OB TUXUH, HO TOCTAaTOYHO BIACTHEIHM. YTO-TO
XOJIOMHOE YIIePJI0Ch MHe B3aThIIOK. CriiaThIBal U aKKypaTHO OIIyCKalo PYKHU C IEeMH.

B rosoBy onsiTh TEIUYT. ITO 3HAK OIYCTUTH MO€E OPYXKUe. MeleHHO II0JI0XKUII ero Ha I0JI, IOgHUMAas



PYKH.

9TOT KTO-TO ITOAKPAJICS, CJIOBHO TeHb. f He 3aMEeTHII eT0, YBIIeUEHHHIH IIEeMISIMU U 3aMKOM.

— IloBepHuCE.

4 ocTOpoXKHO 00EPHYIICS, YTHIKASICh B3TJISIOM B IYJI0 CTAaporo Apo0oBuKa. YeI0BEK CHSII MIOBSI3KY
3aKpBIBAIOIIYI0 HUKHIOKO TTOJIOBUHY JHIla. ITO OBIJT CTapuK. BepxHSs MONOBHHA €ro JiKlia Oblyia
3aMa3aHa YepPHHIM, ¥ Ha 9TOM (OHE ero rjia3a CBUpPero 01eCTesIH.

Bce erte 11e151Ch B MEHSI, OH IIOIHSII MOM MMUCTONET U CIIPOCHUIT:

— T®I 13 9TUX?

41 eCTECTBEHHO HUYET0 He MOHSI ¥ OTBETHUII B OIIEIIEHEHUH:

— Yto?

OH HaxXMYpPHJICS U IIATHYJ KO MHe, XBaTasi 32 BOPOTHHUK. §1 MOMSATHIICS, a OH BCE ellle YIUpasl B MEHs
OpyXKHue.

— Te1 oTKyAa?

¢ He Mor cpa3y OTBETUTD. Y 3TOT'0 BOIIpOCA CIIMIITKOM MHOTO 3HAYEHUM.

— TwI 3Haes, roe oHu?

Ia o KoM oH roBoput? TOYHO He O TBApSX. 3HAUUT, O APYTUX BRIXKUBIINX, KOTOPHIE €My HaBPe[uIIu,
pa3 OH TaK 3JTUTCH.

B HaImey CUTyalldy CTHIYKY MEXK[Y BRIKUBIIMMHU JIOTUYHEL. KOHEYHO, 5T He ObIJT yBEPEH, UTO CTAapUK
TOBOPUT O TeX, Koro s uiy. Ho y MeHs OBIIO OIIyIlleHNe, YTO OH KMEHHO IIpo 'cracarenen” u
TOBOPHT.

CTapuk TeM BpeMeHeM CMOTpEeJ y&Ke He BpaxkmeOHo, a C HEKOTOPHM coMHeHrueM. OH IIOCMOTpe Ha
OpomsAmuX HETogaaeKy MOHCTPOB X KUBHYJI MHE.

— Hpem.

U IIOATOJIKHYII MEHS B HallPABJIEHUM 30HEI OTObIXA. CHauana g IIOOYMBIBAJI C6e}KaTb, HO Ha CTOsIHKE



TBAPH, d CTaPUK MO2KET BRICTPEJIUTD. ITanka o ABYX KOHITaX. HOSTOMY S IIPOCTO IIOIIeJI 3a HUM.

CnoBa cTapuKa IIpOMOJIKalIKu 3BeHeTh B yinax. KTo aTu pedsiTa, 0 KOTOPBIX OH roBopun? Ilouemy oH
ClipamuBaeT, 0TKyfa f1? COTHM BOIIPOCOB METAJIACh B T'OJIOBE.

30Ha oTabIXa OblNIa HalOTHEeHa MycopoM. OToaBurasi ero HoraMu, CTapUK IOATaIKUBaI MEHs BIIepef.
OH nornsmen Ha MeHS U CIIPOCHII:

— 9TO MOHCTpPHI TeOS Tak?

Hwmeert B Buny Moe yxo. { mokayas ronosoi. TBapu He KycatoT. CTapukK, I10X0XKe, I1JIOX0 UX 3HaeT.

B 30He oTOnixa Onlta JIeCTHHUIQ, BeOyIllasa Ha KPHIIIY. CTapI/IK CHOBA ITOATOJIKHYII MEHS I[p060BI/IKOM u
CKa3al:

— ITomauUMacCs.

qa CTJIOTHYJI X CXBATHUJICA 3a IIOPYYEHb.

kekk

[TOgHSABINKCEH IO JIECTHHUIIE, MBI BHIIUIM Ha IIMPOKYIO KPHIIY. TaM CTOSIIN MaJaTKA ¥ CTPOSHHS U3
KOpPOOOK, IIOX0XKHe Ha IePEeropoaKH, 3aluiiaBlIke 0T BeTpa.

[TpuMepHO BOCEMb YeJIOBeK Mooty K HaM. OT HUX TakK ¥ BesijIo BpaxneOHoCThi0. Criemom
TIOTHSIJICS CTAPUK, HO y2Ke He CTaJl JepKaTh MeHs 110 MpHuIlesioM. JIFoau CMOTPSAT HaCTOPOKEHHO.
[TaTEpO MyKUYKMH ¥ TPOe XKeHIIUH. BoJIoCH CIyTaHHBIE U I'PsI3HAS ofexkma. Ha muiax ycTamocTs u
TOJIOf.

— [Tait MHe CBOIO CYMKY, — CKa3aJl CTapHK.

OcTtanbHble ooty 6muxke. 2KeHIUHBL BRITJISIEIN HalTyTaHHBIMU, HO B UX JIUIAX TOXKe OB
CKPHITHIN HHTEPEC.

B akcTemManbHOU CUTyalWy JIIOOU IT0Ka3biBal0T CBOE HCTUHHOE JIUIIO. £ MOCMOTpPEN B CTOPOHY, AyMasd,
Kak 3a0paTh y CTapuKa OpPo0OBUK, HO TOT OKa3asics OICTpee U MOACKOYUIT KO MHE, HAllpaBIss
OpyXKHe Ha JII0JEN.

— Oromnu.

¢l Ha MTHOBEHUE CMYTHUJICS, YTO OH IeNUJICS B HUX. HO yBUOEB UX B3TJISMOHL, 5 IIOHSJ, YTO OHU €0



6ositcsa. OHu JOTradbIBaJIuCh, YTO B CYMKE €[1a, HO KU3-3a CTPaXa He MOTI'JIA TIOMIOMTH. My}K‘-II/IHa
BIiepegu CKa3aJl T'POMKO:

— Trl Ipeparaems HaM TYT C TOJIOAY TOMEPETh?

Crapuk He otBeTus. OH BCe elle nepxai Apo6oBUK. MyKurHa HaXMyPHUJICS ¥ TOIIEIT B CBOIO
nanatky. JIloou HaKOHeIl ToXe Hadany pa3dpemaThes. OH MOCMOTPEN Ha MEHSI M KOPOTKO GPOCHIT:

— 3a MHO.

[Tpomren MEMO ¥ HAIIPABHJICS K ITaJaTKe, CTOSBINEH B caMOM oTHasieHu#. S men ciemoM. OH
OTOMIBUHYII MTOJIOT ¥ U3HYTPH IOBESINIO TEIIOM. ITocepenuHe CTosia Xeje3Has 0aHKa C CyXUMHU
majgKaMu. [IBIM OT OTHS BEIXO[IUJI YEPE3 MaJIeHbKOe OTBEPCTHE HaBepxy HajaTKu. OToHeK OblT COBCEM
HeOOJIBIINM.

Crapuk cel nepeq OrHeM, yKa3blBasi MHE Ha COCeNHUU CTYII.

— Capguce.

MeHs Bce ellle CMyIllaja BHe3alHas IIepeMeHa ero HacTpoeHus. MeaneHHO IPUCesl, CKUIbIBAs
MOKpYIO0 KYPTKY ¥ IIOYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO COTPEBAIOCE.

— Kak THI Ipo1esn napkoBKy? — CIIPOCHUJ CTapHK.

bl YOUBJIEHHO ITIOCMOTPEII Ha HeTO. OH He cTan IIOBTOPATE, a IIPOCTO TJIsAeI KOJII04YE Ha MEH4.

— A BHI pa3Be He MOXKeTe IIPOUTuU?

¢ oTBETUII BOIPOCOM Ha BOIPOC. ITO OBITT He CaKpKa3M, Bedhb 5 XKe IPOIllell, a ApyTue He
OOOyMaJIuCh?

CTapuk OTBETHUIIL:

— TIpoxom MeXay MalliHAMU CITUIIKOM Y3KUU ¥ MHI ITBITAJTUCh TPOJIe3aTh Yepe3 HUuX. B TOT IeHb
rmoru6J0 OBoe.

MsHe cTano nerye. 3Ha4uT, Uned C I0JI3aHbeM He TaKas YK U UAuoTcKad. ¢ B3BoyiHOBasca. OHU
nypaku? Wnu nputBopsitorca? OHU Cepbe3HO MEITANIUCh Ilepesie3aTh Yyepe3 MalluHb?

— 9 o3 mog aBTOMOOUIISIMHM, — OTBETUJI CIIOKOMHO.



CHauaa X0TeJl IPOMOJTYaTh, HO BUMOS, YTO CTAPHK 3[€Ch B HEKOM aBTOPUTETE, U MOKHO
PACCYUTHIBATEL HA €Tr0 6J1ar0CKIOHHOCTD, PEIIU CKa3aTh MMPaBAY. Y CIIbIIIaB MOM OTBET, TOT B3OOXHY
¥ IIPUKPHLI TJ1a3a.

— 9T10 npaBaa? M MOHCTpPEL HE pearupyroT?

4 611 mpaB. OHU OENCTBUTENIBHO He TOMyMaIUCh JIe3Th 0 HU3Y. XOTs, 9TO BPSI JIX IJIyIOCTh. & Bemb
caM y3Has 06 3TOM TOJIbKO, KOTfla yBUAeN o MamuHou Ye EH.

— 3HAYMUT, TH 3HAEIlb, KaK UX OGXOI[I/ITB, — C 3THMHU CJIOBAMHU CTAPHK IIPOTAHYJI MHE YallKYy.

Ero oTHOIEHUE HACTOJIBKO U3MEHHUIIOCH, YTO I CHa4Yasla He IIOBEPHII, YTO 3TOT YEJIOBEK HENABHO
HaCTaBJIAJI HAa MEHS OPYXKHe. HpI/IHHH Y HEeTO 4YalllKy U CHeJiajl I''IOTOK, YYBCTBYS KaK BMECTE C KO(I)G
110 TeJly Pa3JInBaeTCs TEIlJIO. CTapI/IK CULEe]l IIPUKPLIB I''Tda3ad, IIO0Ka s HE OIIYCTOIIXII ITOJTYAIlKH.

¢ cMoTpen Ha CBO¥ MUCTOJIET, JieXkallui COOKy OT Hero u mymar o nobere. Ho Ha s3bIKe BepTescs
BOIIPOC, U 5 3afal ero CTapuky.

— KT0 OBI7TH 9TH JIFOOX, O KOTOPHBIX BEI FOBOpI/IJ'II/I?

4 xpan. CTapuk CMOTpeJl Ha OTOHb, @ TIOTOM OTBETUJI, LIOKHYB:

— MHe Hafo K HUM.

4 cupocun pedhaeKTOpPHO:

— BBl ¢ HUME?

On YOUBJIEHHO ITIOCMOTPEJI Ha ME€HSA U OTBETHUIL:

— HeT, KOHeEYHO.

— OHH" cKa3aiy, YTOo CIIaCcaTellH.

Crapuk BCKOYUII U HaBeJl Ha MeHs gpo6oBuk. Cepaue 3abuiock, HO He OT YyBCTBA ONMACHOCTH.

— JIa KTO THI TAKOM?

4 momyarn. 'masa crapuka cusind. CMOTpes Ha OyJi0 Apo6oBUKa U CIIPOCHUTI, UTHOPUPYS BOIIPOC:



— A BHI 3HAeTe, KaK UX HauTu?

OH mpuxarn ayno K MoeMy Ji0y U IpOUIUIe:

— JTO THI JIy4llle OTBETh Ha MOU BOIIpOC!

4 Bupmen, Kak ero pyku gpoxanu. OH ObUT OOMHOK, Kak u 5. Korma s mymarn o Ye EH, TO HCIIBITHIBAIT
IIOX0XKMe YyBCcTBa. KaxeTcs, 51 ObI1 HA BEPHOM IIYTH K OTBETaM U CKa3all:

— 4 ToxXe ux uiy.

OH ObL1 youBJIEH. 3aTEM ONYCTUI rojioBy. OToHb B IIajlaTKe HEMHOT'O IIOJIBIXHYJI, CJIOBHO
CUMBOJTU3UPYS ero 4yBcTBa. OH OTBETUIT TUXO:

— Onu 3a0paiu MO0 BHYYKY.

Tenepb S TIIOHA, TI0YEMY OH MEHS CIIPDAIINBall. C HallpsiZkKeHueM A YCTAaBUJICA Hd HETO.

— BrI cipamuBany paHee, MOXKHO 1T 060 TH TBapel. 4 Mory 3To cruenaTh. Eciu BH 3HaeTe, Kyaa
OHM VIIJIA, CKaxKuTe MHe. g BO3bMYy Bac ¢ COGO.

Crapuk Me[iJIeHHO OILyCTUJI OPY2KUe, CJIOBHO COCTApUBIIUCH Ha ellle IecATOK jeT. OH BRIIIAeN
nevyanbHbIM. [TpOCTO OOBIYHBIN OeAyIKa, TI00SIUN CBOI0 BHYUKY.
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