3TO TOXKE YIIOMHUHAJIOCH B OpI/IFI/IHaHBHOfI HNCTOpPHUHU. OTHpaBHHHCB B UMIIEPATOPCKYIO aKaJeMHUIO,
HY2KHO OBLITO Imepecedb 3TOT MOCT, YTOOBI TyHa IIOIIAaCThb.

HeoxvpanHO 1 Ha MTHOBEHME BCIIOMHUJTIA [EBYIIKY, KOTOPYIO OPauT, I'yJssl IEPEONEeTEM, BCTPETUNI B
opuruHaibHOU ucTopuU. OHa KUJa B TJIyXOM CTOJIMYHOM IIepeyIIKe.

Tam o0uTa0T UL caMble OeMHBIE U3 MMPOCTOMIOAUHOB. HUKTO He MpubIuKaeTcs K 3TOMY MECTY.
B03M03KHO, OHO HaXOOUTCS Tle-TO PSHOM C MTOAbEMHEIM MOCTOM.

— U Tyma Toxe.

9paoc Teneps yKa3biBal B CTOPOHY CTOJIMYHOTO XpaMa. f momyMarna, 4YTo CeTOmHS y Hero Obla
KaKasi-TO MPUYKHA, YTOOH IT0Ka3aTh MHE BCE NOCTOIPUMEYATEeIbHOCTH CTOJIMITHL.

OpHako Bce, Ha YTO OH YKa3EIBall, ObLI0 BeNTMKOJIenHo. Ka3anocsk, Halla CTPpaHa — CaMafd KpaCcuBad
Ha KOHTHUHEHTE.

9CTepI/I${ CTPEMHUTEJIbHO PA3BMBAJIACh B IIOCJIIEAHKUE CEMBCOT JIET, TaK 4YTO, KyAd 51 HA IIOCMOTPEJIa O®I,
Be3[e Buaela IJIOOBI 3TOT'0 PA3BUTHA.

— XO0Ts y Hee He Takasd [foJirasg UCTOPUSA, KaK y uMnepuu PorrenxeM unu umiepuu YexerteH Mago,
OHa IpeKpacHa caMa I1o cebe.

9paoc, IOJIHBIM FOPOOCTH, C CEPhE3HEIM BUIOM OCMOTPEJICH.

— Pa3Be He mpekpacHo? Bce 3To — JcTepusi.

B ero romoce CnmIIanochk eaBa 3aMETHOE BOCXUITIEHHE CBOEH CTPAHOM.

— B camoM fierne, mpekpacHo.

[TpoTuB 3TOT0 paKTa He IOCIOPHUIITL. MUp, Ha KOTOPHIY s CMOTPeJia ria3aMu Po3uaHbl, OB
Oe3ymnpedeH U MIpeKpaceH.

— Taxk 4to0, Po3wu...

— A? [1a?

— ThI MOXKeIlllb gesaTh, YTO XOYelllb. HOTOMY YTO TEI CaMa — 3CTepI/IH.



4 — JcTepusi... ITO U MpaBaa, ¥ HEIPaBaa Pa3oM.

Bapyr mHe ctasno Taxeno. [loka g gepraia majabliaMy, He TOBOPS HU CJ10Ba, IPA0C IIPOH0IKall
TOBOPHUT:

— YTo0 OBI TH HH 3aX0TeJa ChoellaTh, O0Tel] CMUPEHHO COT'JIACUTCA C 3THM.

Yro s xoTesna OBl coenaTh... ETUHCTBEHHOE, Yero s Korga-nubo XoTena — 3TO0 cMepTH. Bece ocTanbHOE
IJ1sT MEHST OBITIO 2KagHOM POCKOIIIBIO.

Yero ke 51 X0uy celiyac? 3afyMaBUIMCh 00 3TOM, IIOHSJIA, YTO XOUY MOXKUTH 10 [IBEHA/IATH JIET,
KOT[ja COCTOUTCS LepeMOHUS IIpeAcTaBienusi. Ho s XKe Bce paBHO MOTY yMepeTh IIpeXkfe, Y4eM 3TO
CITy49UTCH.

— Tsl MHe Bepulllb?

YcnmaB aToT BOIIPOC, 4 IIOOHsIIa I'OJIOBY. I'maza Spuoca CBEPKaJld B TEMHOTE, ITOCKOJIBKY OH CHUIEII
HaIIPOTHUB COJIHIIA. Yneibasick, OH CKa3an:

— Jlaxe ecny TH CKaXKelllb, YTO X0Tejia Okl CTaTh MMIIEPATPUIIEH, ST ITO3BOJIIO.

¢ moTPsICEHHO ITOCMOTpena Ha Ipaoca.

OH c yma cowen?

91 He Xouy OBITH UMIIEPATPHUIIEH, U S He CTaHY €10, MaXke eclIi OH MHe IpHuKaxeT. Kak s MOTy cTaTh
UMIIePATPHUIEH, eCIIU faXke He MOTY Pa300paThCs, YTO CO MHOM ITPOUCXOIUT?

— JT0 IIyTKa, He TakK Ju?

b CIIPOCHUJIa €T0 APOXKaAIIKM I'OJIOCOM, U SpJIOC OTBETHUJI MHE OOJITUM BITJIAOOM.

— [ToueMy THI JyMaelllb, YTO 3TO LIyTKa?

Y MeHst He OBITIO APYTOTO BEIOOPA, KPOME KaK MOTPSICTH T'OJI0BOM, TOCKOJIBKY €T0 B3TJIA[ T'OBOPUIT
MHe, YTO BCe COBEPIIEHHO CEPbEe3HO.

Spnoc I'POMKO PaCCMeAJICA, 3aMETHUB, KaK 4 YOUBJIEHA.

— 4 mory cmemnath s Te0s1 4To yromHo. [IpoCTO CKaxu, 4YTO UMEHHO.



— Ecnu MHe 4ero-to 3axoudercs, s Tede CKaXy.

— Jla, B IEpBYI0 OYepens TH AOJI2KHA TOBOPUTS ITalle, JlafHo?

Korpga s kuBHYJa B 3HaK IOHMMaHUS, IPA0C TOCTaBUI epef cobol Jalky Kode, a Iepefo MHOU —
apomatHHM 4ail. [ToTarusasa Kode, OH CIIPOCHUI:

— Kak 6r1 TO HE OBIIO, ST AyMalo Haj OpraHu3anuei 0aHKeTa B YeCTh TBOETO MHS POXKIECHUS B
CIEeNyIOIEM MECSIIE.

— BbaHKeT B 4eCThb OHSA POXKOCHUA?

— Ia, mb1 OyzeM mpa3mHOBATH TBOU NEHb POKOEHUS.

[Tpa3gHOBaHME MOET0 OHS POXKIEHUS — B CAMOM [iejie 3By4YUT HE3HAKOMO. PaHbIle s HUKOTa UX He
oTMeyasa.

— Ecnu Tebe kaxeTcsi, 4To OyieT TPYAHO, TO U B CJIEAYIOIIEM, U B ITOCIIEAYIOIIEM TOy V TeOST ToXKe
OymeT Ipa3gHUK Ha OeHb POXKOEHUS, TaK YTO He IepeXuBai.

KakoBo 3T0 — 0TMeuaTh AeHb POXKAEHUS? JTO IIpa3gHOBaHME JOIKHO OBITH B 4eCTh PO3UaHH, a He B
MOI0, HO MHE Ka3aJ/I0Ch, UTO 51 X0Uy XOTsI Obl HEHAJONITO MIPUKOCHYTLCS K 3TOMY.

— Xoporro, 6aHKET...

4 moxkanena, 4TO, IOOOaBIIKUCH YYBCTBAM, IIPOU3HECIIA 3TU CJIOBA, HO 3TO COXKaJIEHNE HECKOJIEKO
CMa3aJiIoChb YHBI6KOIZ 1 00BATUIMU Spnoca. Kasanocs, oH GBI CYacTIHBee TI000T0 YeI0BeKa Ha 3TOM
CBETE.

)%k

Ha paccBeTte 9ppoc cTan MpayHBIM.

— Ieyc.

— Ia, Bame BenuuecTBo.

Korma 9ppgoc, paboras y ce0s1 B KaOuHETe, TUXO [103BaJl, U3 yTiia, I'Me ellle MTHOBEHNe Ha3a[ HUKOI0
He OBLIO, BRICKOYMIIa GUTYypPa ¥ 3aCThjla HAPOTUB JpAoca.



— Cpenait mompoOHEIH NOKJIAM O TOM, YTO IIPOU30IIIIO CEeTONHS.

Korpga Po3wu yiina offHa IIpOBEPUTH, YTO BHI3BAJIO 3aTOP Ha [Oporax, Ipaoc mo3aboTuics B 4aCTHOM
nopsigke, YToOBI €70 MUYHBEIN cTpaxXk, [leyc, 6e3 BefoMa IIPUHIIECCH ClIefloBall 3a HElO.

OH yBaxaJ XeJlaHie N0YePH OTIPABUTHCS B OOUHOYKY, HO MOJIKEH OBLT TOATOTOBUTE €€ K TOMY, YTO
CYIIECTBYIOT CHJIbI, KOTOPEIE MOTJIH ObI 3aBECTHU €€ Ky[a-TO He Ty[a.

Korpa Jleyc mony4un npruka3 CoaTh MOAPOOHBIA OTUET, XOTS DPHOOC U TaK IPUMEPHO 3HAJ, YTO TaM
CIIyYHUJIOCh, CTPAXKHUK B IPKUX KpacKax OI¥Ccal IIPOU30IIeNlIee.

Opmoc HaxMypwuiics, Korga [leyc ckas3as eMy, YTO MMPUHIIecca caMa CTaJla 3allUIaTh MaabuuKa,
KOTOPOI'0 HUKOTIa PAHbIIe He BCTpedaa.

— IlousaTHoO...

— Yrpo3sl Ee BricouecTBy He OBII0, TO3TOMY g He 00Hapyxkui cebs. Ho Tonexko...

— Tomnpko?

Heyc 6pocun B3risy 3a CIUHY U 3ayMaJiCS O TOM, YTO TOTHA CJIy4UJIOCk.

— I'paxpmaHcKkue, He 00/afalolIyie YyBCTBUTEIBHOCTHIO K Maruu, KaXXeTcs, HUYero He 3aMeTHIIH, HO
s YIIOBUJI TIONO3PUTEIBHYIO SHEPTHI0, HCXOOSIIYI0 OT MajlburKa, KOTOporo cracia Ee BricouecTso.

— TTom03pUTENbHYI0 SHEPTHIO?

— Konbimymasicst TeHb, ITPOH3aloIast TI0Ae — 9TO XOPOIIo 3HaKoMoe MHe 3penuiiie. O4eBUIHO, YTO
3TO0 OBIJTa POACTBEHHAA Aylla MoHaxXa, KOTOopas HaXOOUTCS IOf BiacThio Hukc.

— Ho pa3Be TH He cKa3al, 4To 9To Ol ManbuuK? [TocmenoBaTenu Hukc, Bo3rnasnsieMele KaHTalar,
COCTOSIT TOJIBKO U3 JKEHIITUH, BEPHO?

— 3abaBHO, KakK 5 MOT 3a0BITh Ty MOIIHYIO 9HEPTHI0, KOTOPYIO OILIyIaj BO BPeMS CpaXKeHUi C
KanTamiaT, moTeprnesiiei COKPYIIUTENbHOE opaxeHue? KoHeYHo, CKila, KOTOPYIO UCIIONIL3YeT
MaJIbYUK, 3TO cuia Hukc.

Hukc — ato 6oruns Houu. OHa mapyeT CBOIO CUIIy TOJIbKO JKeHIMMHaM. A KoponeBcTBo KaHTamar
Ob110 yHUYTOXKEHO. [Tocye Toro kak KaHTamar rmotepnesa nopaxeHue, He 0CTal0Ch HUKOT0, KTO MOT
OBl UCIIO/TH30BATE CUITY OOTHHHU.



MarnpyuukK, Monb3ywmuics cuaon Hukc?

Opmoc cobupacs MenjeHHO mo4YecaTh Mom0opoaoK. IIoMoIYaB HEMHOI0, OH CKa3aJl:

— Pasy3Haii 06 3TOM OoJbIIIE.

— EcTp, Bamre Bennuectso.

U [Ieyc ucues Tak ke 6€33By4YHO, KaK U MTOSBUIICH.

«ManpuuK, mony4yuBIny cuny Hukc...».

['ma3a Jppmoca XOIOMHO CBEPKHYIIH.
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