"Kaxetcs, 1 HEMHOI'0 yCTall [I0CJie IToe3Ku”. Apuyc qoctajl OKYMEHTHl U IIONHAT UX BBepX: "
BO3bMY TOJIBKO 3T0". OH yNIBLIOHYIICS.

M3ThIO KHUBHYJI 1 OTIIYCTHJI MO€ JIMIIO, KOT'da ApI/IYC Hadall Hp06I/IpaTI:C5{ K BBEIXOLY. ITo IIYTHU OH B34J1
MEHS 3d 3allsICThEe U IIOTaAIIUII 3a co0o1.

"TloximeM".

4 HHU4Yero He oTBeTMIA. 1 OblsIa B OLlelIEHEHUHU U Oblyla 3aHSITa CBOMMHU MEICITAMH, TIO3TOMY HE
3aMeTHJIa, KaK MBI JOCTHUTJIX BOPOT 3aMKa.

Korpa s moHsna, roe HaxoXych, Apryca HUrge He Obio. f orisgmenach, HO Iepefo MHOU He ObLIO0
HHUYEro, KpoMe OTPOMHBIX BOPOT, AJIMHHOM IOPOTH II03agy MEHS U IepeBbeB clieBa u cmpasa. O
Boxe... { Oblla CITUIIIKOM IOTPyK€eHa B CBOU MBICTIH. ..

¢ Ovlna 0YeHb paja BUAETh MaThi0, U, OyMalo, OH OyHIeT OTIMYHBIM BHIOOPOM, €CJIH S X0UY 3a0HITh 00
Apuyce.

4 cxkara KyJlak#, s BCe elle X04y y3HaTb 0 HeM 0O0JIbIlle, HO S He X04Y BIIIOOISATHCS B HETO, 3HAs, YTO
3TH YYBCTBA HUKOITA He BepPHYTCS. M 3HasI, KaK Hallli CEMbH YHUUYTOXUIIYA OPYT APYTa, BCe 3TO OBIIO
OBl HEIIPABUIILHO.

3t10 60JBHO!

OmHa MBICTTE 00 3TOM IPUYUHSET MHE 00JIb... f TTy00KO B3MOXHYIa ¥ BOIIIA Yepe3 Cerka
IPUOTKPHITEE BOPOTa. Ka3amochk, YTO MOGIU30CTH HET HU OJHOTO 3[JAaHUS UM YeJIoBeKa, TOJIBKO
3aMOK.

¢ Havan unTH OpsMo Briepen. JJopora Bena K OOJbIION JepeBIHHOM IBepyU 3aMKa. BOpOHEI KapKary,
KOT[a COJIHIIE Ha4yaJio CafuThCs, U S MOAyMaJl, He HAaXOOUTCS JIM TEPPUTOPUS 3aMKa HEMHOTO BHIIIIE,
yeM OCTaJibHas 4acCTh F'OPOfa, HO s He MOT CKa3aTh, IOTOMY YTO [aJibllle, YeM S MOT BUAETH, S BULEN
TOJIBKO [€PEBhA.

[Tomorigsa K mBepH, s 3aMep Ha MeCTe, YCIBIIIaB BOTYUY BOK.
Kakoro xpesa... [loyemy 5 cipllly 3T0 30€Ch?

He-e-et! d umgy npsiMmo BHYTpb! 4 BOexKaj BHYTPh Uepe3 OBEPD U 3aKPHIT ee 3a co60i. BrimycTuB
B30X 00JIeTUyeHus, 51 IOBEPHYJICS U YBUOEI TeMHBIN BecTuO10/b. OH BeJI K JIECTHHUIIE B KOHIE U UME
OJHY [IBePb CIIpaBa U OOHY cJieBa, 00e OBIJIM OTKPHITH ¥ II0Ka3hIBAIK [JINHHBIE KOBPOBEIE KOPUIOPHI.

3mech OBITIO XKYTKOBATO... [loueMy He TOPUT CBET? 7 OrsAfesNics U YBUAEJ, YTO JJaMIIOYKY Ha IOTOJIKe
NEeUCTBUTEILHO TOPSAT, HO OHU U3[BIXAIOT ¥ UX HYKHO MEHSTh.

[Toxoxe, HUKTO HE CIIEOUT 3a 3TUM MECTOM. f MOCMOTpEJI HajleBO, TaM OEeUCTBUTEJIBHO YUCTO, HUTHE
HY TIBITAHKY... 3HAYHUT, 51 ommbaoch? KTo-To mpucMaTpuBaeT 3a 9TUM MeCTOM. Bemb 9T0 orpoMHOe
IoMellleHue, 3[eCh HaBepHsIKa eCTh CIIyTH.

¢ moBepHYJICS K IPYroMy KOPULOPY U YBULET YeJoBeKa, UAYIIero 10 HeMY.

"Apuyc", - To3BaJs g ero 1o UMeHH, HO OH He MTOCIYIIajl ¥ CBePHYI 3a yroi. f nmobexas 3a HUM:
"Apuyc!" { HE 3a 4TO He OCTaHyCh 3[eCh OfHa. TYCKJIbIM CBET B KOPUOPE Meplia, Korga s caenalna
IIOBOPOT, KOTOPHIX CHeall OH, ¥ yBUAENa ero B KOHIle Apyroro Kkopunopa. Korma mMou B3risag



OCTAHOBHJICS Ha HeM, IIPOXOMSsIIEM yepe3 IBePhb B KOPUOOpPe, S TOMYAJICSI K HEMY CO BCel
CKOpOCTHEIO. [IBeph, Uepe3 KOTOPYIO OH ITPOXOMUII, BOT-BOT [O/IKHa Obl/Ta 3aKPBITHCS, HO ST BOBPEMS
mo¥MaJ PydKy, OTKPHUI ee ¥ BOexKajl BHYTPh. 3aTe€M OCTAaHOBHUJICS.

KomuaTa Obsta IIyCTa. TaM He OBITI0O HUKAKHUX IIPU3HAKOB IIPUCYTCTBUSA KOI"O-J'[I/I60, HO Ha KaxX[ou
cTeHe OBbIJIO II0 OBepH, U OHU Onlz aOCOJTIOTHO CHUMMETPHYHEI, OONMHAKOBEIE CO BCEX YETEIPEX CTOPOH.

B 3TOT MOMEHT MHe B I'0JIOBY IIPHUIIIA MBICIIb: "A 4TO, €CJIU 3TO MECTO JelCTBUTENILHO HaCeJIeHO
npuBugeHusIMu?". Moe cepaie 3aK0I0THIIOCH, a TJIa3a PACIIUPUIIACh OT COOCTBEHHBIX CIIOB.

{ Hauvan naHuKoBaTh. KOMHaTa BOKPYTr MeHs Bpalljajach B 3aMellaTeIbCTBeE.

[TogoxmuTte! YcnokouTecs! 4 momKHa BEPHYTHCS KO BXOAY! ApryC BepHETCS, OH Ke He HaCTOJIbKO
JKEeCTOK, YTOOBI OCTAaBUTh MEHSI B TAKOM MeCTe.

4 cxkana py6aIKky Ha rpynu 0o60euMy pyKaMu U OTKPBIIa IBePh, YTOOH BEPHYTHCS B BECTUOIOML.
Haydaja UOTH 00paTHO M CBEPHYJIA U3 KOPUAOPA B MPEObIOYILINH, 3aTeM IIPOoIia O0 KOHIIA, YTOOH!
HaUTU JIECTHULY.

Al?

¢ ToBEpHYI roJI0BY Ha3aj K AJIMHHOMY CEPOBATOMY KOPHUAOPY. ITO HE IPaBUILHO... Kak 5 3mech
okasascs?! B THIIKHE s YCIIBIIIA IUIeHNne TaMIIOUKHU B YTJIy CTEHBI, OHa 02KKJIa, OCBETUB MECTO
HEMHOT'0 JIyYlIIle.

4 mouyBCTBOBAsa, YTO MOMU I'Jla3a CIe35ATCS, U CTaJl0 0YeHb XOJIOTHO.
"Csert ctan Tycknee". f 061eryeHHO B3JOXHYIa, YCIIkIIIaB Yei-To Iojioc.
"Xoporto. [TaBaiiTe ocTaBuM 3T0". TaM OBITT KTO-TO €1Ie.

{ mopHsANIaA TOJIOBY.

TaM KT0-TO pasroBapuBai. MHe 04eHb HYKEH KTO-TO IIPSIMO cendac! { mogHsaacs Ha BTOPOU 3TaxX,
HO, B OT/IMYHE OT IIEPBOT0, KOPHUOOP ObLNI MIMPE U PSIOOM C HUM HaxoOgujaach KOMHaTa. Ha cTOnuKe B
IPUX0XkKeH THX0 ropesa cBeda, 0€33BYYHO Tasla KaIljsd 3a Kamsel. HaBepHoe, KTO-TO ITOCTABUII ee
CI0fia, HO KTO?

4 ornamenacs.
A HUKOTO He BUXKY!
4 BHITEpNA CIie3bl, TI0Ka OHU He BHINAJU, U (PHIPKHYIIA.

He HyXHO 60sThCS. 1 cKa3asna cebe u momiia Buepeq. JIIoau, KOTOpkle TOBOPUIIH, NOJIKHEI OBITH TTe-
TO 30€eck. [ToKa $ ITa, s YCIIBIIIaia MIemnoT U3-3a yriia. f B3MOXHY U IIOBEPHYIT OTTY/a.

"X-xe-xenno?" 4 moien Bepen, 3TOT KOPUAOP ObLI JTydllle OCBEIeH, TaK YTO MHEe CTaJjio JieTye.
"KazxkeTcst, S KOTO-TO CJIBIIIana". 9To OB 2KeHCKUH T0JI0C.

"UTto?" oTBeTHUIa Apyras XKeHIIKHa, HO UX royoca ObIJIA Jaeko.

O Boxe! d HeMHOTO pacciiabuics, yCIbllliaB 3TU T'ojioca, ¥ MpuOaBUIl TEMII, YTOOH JOUTU [0 APYTOT0
KOHIIa KOPHUOpa, HO CHOBA 3aMeJIUI IlIar, KOTa YBULEI CBET, IOSIBUBIINUCS U3-3a I0BOPOTA.



41 OBITT B HECKOJIBKHX IIarax OT IIOBOPOTa, KOrga OCTaHOBMJIICA, © MTHOBEHHOE obJeryenue, KOTOpoOE 4
HCIIBITAJI, BCHE3JIO.

CunyaT, MOSBUBILUNCS BMECTE CO CBETOM, OBIIT JOBOJILHO CTPAHHEBIM...
Tenb Ha cTeHe Oblna 60JIBIION, KTO-TO fepaKasl B pykKe (hOHAph U IIejl B TY CTOPOHY.
Y MeH$ mepexBaTUJIO ABIXaHKe, KOTHa 13-3a yIJla I0sgBUIach BEICOKas OnenHas ¢urypa.

Mou rna3a pacHMpUiIKCh, a Ha I'la3a HaBepHYIUCH CIe3hl, KOTfa s YBU/eN nepef co60# CyIecTBo
pocTOoM B ceMb (yTOB. Y Hero OLIIM AJIMHHBEIE HEIIPOIIOPI[MOHAIbHEIE KOHEUYHOCTH, CTPaHHBIE
OJIMHHEIE TTabIEL C 0e/I0M KOXeHN U IIMHHBIe YEPHBIE TPSI3HBIE BOJIOCH. Brambie MepTBLIE T'1a3a U
BBITSIHYTasl TOJIOBa [ejIany ero emle 0ojee yxacammuM. OHO TOCMOTPEJIO Ha MEHS U IMIPOU3HECIIO
XOJIOOHBIM menoToM: "KrTo?".

¢ B3mporHya, YBUIEB ero TeCHbIe 3yOhl, a 3aTeM 3aMeTHJ/Ia BEICTYIAIOIIYIO TPYIHYIO KOCTh Ha ero
TOJION KOXKe.

¢ 3akpuyana, KOTma OHO MOMOIIJIO KO MHe, U TIOBEPHYJIAach, YTOOH y6exkaTh. d 6exan Tyma, Kydga
HEeCJI0 MeHsI Moe Tejo. [To KopumopaM, B KOTOPHIX 5T eIBa MOT BUIETh, TAK KaK MOe 3peHHe OO0
HEYETKUM.

qa BEITEPJIA CIIE3EI U YBHUEJIA J'IYHHI:IIZ CBET Ha II0Jy, I/ICXOJZ[HH.II/If/i M3 OPYIroro rmoBOpPOTa BIIEpeOu.

OxHo!
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