-...0TO BCE? - MOBTOPHJIA MOJIOZAs JIEOH, OMYCKAs YallKYy.

['paM cupgen psmoM ¢ Hel, CKpeCTUB PYKHU Ha TPY[AX U 3aKPHIB I'Mla3a, Kak OyATo crail.

A HenoBKO BepTeJla B PYKaX CBOIO YalllIKy, CUOA IIeped HUM.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, ST IPU3HAIACh BO BCEM, YTO MPOuU30II0. OT TOro, KaKKe MPUKA3HL S IOTyYusa OT
rpada, o Toro, MoueMy y MeHs He OBIJI0 Opyroro BeIOOpa, KpoMe KakK II0CTaBUTh Oapbep Ha I0HYIO
nenu. Bee.

KoHeuHO, UCKITI0Yasi Ty YaCTh, KOTOpPAs KacaeTCsl MOEH Perpeccuu ¥ UMIIepaTopa.

BBICHYH.I&B BCE, 4YTO 5 XOTeJla CKa3aTh, I0Has e HEKOTOpOe BpeMd MOJI4Halla, IIPpeXae 4eM FHYGOKO
B3OOXHYTh.

-Moii oTer] CHOBA...

-H-Ho s ge#icTBUTENBbHO X04y, YTOOB! BH JBOE OBLIN CYacT/IUBE BMecTe! [ToxkamyicTa, moBepbTe MHE!
4 Ha Bameu CTOpoHe, MUCC!

4 oTyasHHO 3aMaxajla pyKaMu.

HecMmoTps Ha TO, YTO TOT, KTO IJIATHJI MHE XKaJloBaHbe, OB rpadoM, eUHCTBEHHOM, KTO 3HAJI MO
cekpert, Oblya 10HAs yteny. M caMbIM BaxXKHBIM [IJIST MEHSI, He CYMTasi MOeH 3apIlIaThi, OBIIO -
COXPaHHUTDb CBOIO TalHy B 6€3011aCHOCTH.

-Cmacu6o, 4T0 PaCCKa3alii MHeE.

FOnas negu HexHO ynbeiOHYNach. Ee ynbiOKa, U3sIHasi, KakK OpxXugesi, 3acTaBujia MeHs
TIOYYBCTBOBATh HEKOTOPOE 0OJIETYeHNUe.

K cuacTsio, 10Has ey MHe IToBepuiia. Bce, 4To ocTaBanoch - 9T0 yOEOUTh ee COXPAHUTh MOIO TalHY.

-[IpocTute MeHq, HO...

-Bot mouemy, JIumens, - OMHAKO I0HAS JIeAX OKa3ajiach Ha Inar OwIicTpee, -He MOTJIa Obl TH IOMOYb
HaM HCIIOJIb30BaTh 3TO?

-[Ipomty npoieHus?



OTCYTCTBI/IG TEMEI U LIE€JIN CHOBA 3aCTAaBUJIO MEHSA BCTPEBOXKUTHCA.

KoMy s momxHa moMorath 4 B 4eM? IT0CKOJIbKY OHa CKa3ajla «HaM», OHa, [OKHO ObITh, UMeIa B
BULYy cebs u ['paMa, HO 5 He YBEpPeHa, YTO 3TO MOXKET OBITh 3@ «3TO».

...JTOT0 He MOXKeT OhITh, HET. ¢ yBepeHa, YTO 3TO He IPOU30MAET, HO OHA HE MOTJIa UMETh B BUIY
MO0 Maruio mop «3TUM», BEpHO?

-A AOYMdIO, YTO TBOS Marus OKa2KeTCA OYEHDb TI0JIE3HOH [IJIsI Hac.

Ax, IIo4YyeMy MOe€ IIJI0X0€ IIPEea4YyBCTBHME HUKOTI'MA HE ITOOBOONUT.

W3 Toro, 4TO BHI CBSI3EIBaeTe cebs C Maruen, HUKOI'[a He BHIMAET HUYEro Xopoi1iero. HpOCTO
B3rIAHUTE. Moe HEHY2KHO€ BMEIIATEeJIbCTBO HA 3TOT Pa3 IIPHUBEJIO MEHA B TAKOE€ COCTOSIHHUE.

-MHe xarb. { He yBepeHa, YTO 3TO BO3MOXKHO.

Yem 6BICTpee S CIIPABIIIOCh CO CBOMM OTKA30M, TEM JIy4IIIe.

4 Orina Oolee HacTOMYKBa, Y4eM OOBIYHO, YTOOH TIOOYEPKHYTh CBOE HeXKeJlaHKe UCII0Ib30BaTh
Maruio.

-[Touemy?

HeoxXupgaHnHo BOIPOC UCXogui oT ['paMa, a He OT I0HOM nenu. Ero riasa yxe OBIIN OTKPHITH U
CMOTpEeNH IPSIMO Ha MeHsi. HecMOTps Ha TO, YTO BCE, YTO OH C[esall, 9TO OTKPHII I'Jla3a, BOJIOCH Ha
3aThIJIKE Y2Ke BCTaIH JbI00M.

Ycnokoricd, Jlumens. Eciu TH CHOBA IOIIQHEIs IO BIXSHEE 3TOT0 B3TJISAIa, TH He CMOXKEIIb
BEIXKUTE.

4 rny6oKo B3[OXHY/a ¥ HAIPSTIa CBOM MO3T, YTOOH MPUAyMaTh MOAXOASAIIYI0 MpUUuny. UTax,
IIPUYHUHA, 10 KOTOPO# S He MOT'Y ITIOMOYb I0HOM JIe[y, 3aKJII0YaeTCs B TOM, UTO...

-Yrto Ml OymeM menaTth, Clii Hac moiMaeT rpad?

JlagHO, HEIoxo0e onpaBaaHue!

I meBYIIKM U3 CEJIbCKOW MEeCTHOCTH, yCTpallatomui Bun rpada CTuHrepca OB JOCTATOYHO
yrpoxatomuM. KoHeuHo, 711 MeHs 9TO OBITIO He Tak.



Ho 3To 651110 pa3yMHO€ OIIpaBOaHHE.

¢ maBHO He OBbIJIa PSIOOM C 9TOM IOHOM JIe[u, HO 3Hasla, YTO OHa Oblyla He Tak riyma. Ecmu Ol ee
mpock0a KakuM-TO 06pa3oM GecIioKouia MeHsl, TO OHa HMKOTa He cTaja Okl JaBUTh Ha MEHs, YTOORI
s BRITIOJIHUIA €€. U mpekie BCero, MOsi MUCCHS COCTOSI/IA B TOM, YTOOBI PA3/IyYUTh I0HYIO JIEOH C
I'pamom. Ecniu GBI BMECTO 9TOT0, OHU CONMU3UIUCH, OBITIO OBl 0Y4EBUHO, HAa KOTO OOPYIIUTCS THEB

rpada.

-...HTO-TO BCerga BCTaeT Ha IIyTH...- OHAA JIEJU 9YTO-TO TUXO IIPOBOPYAIIaA.

Ona Ka3ajach Clerka pa311pa>KeHHofI, HO ee He[I0BOJIbCTBO OBITIO HaIIPaBJIEHO Ha €€ OTIla, a He Ha
MEH4.

[a! Ona oTMaxHynach OT MeHs!

-MHe... y&KacCHO XaJb. {1 HUYEeM He MOT'y IIOMOYb...

MHe 04eHb XKajlb, MHCC. ITO HEe MIOMOXKET BaM, HO 3TO IIOMOXKET MHe. Ypa, rpady!

4 130 BCcex CUJI cTapaach CAepKaTh PaCcIoI3alollyiocs 10 MOeMY JIUIY YXMBIIKY U n300pas3usa
nevyasibHOe BEIpaXkeHue, Kak OyATo MHe ObUIO XKaJjlb, UTO 5 HUYeM He MOT'y IIOMOYb.

-9T0 OBIIO HampaBjeHO He Ha TeOs, Jlugens. Tebe He HYKHO 6€CIIOKOUTHCS O...

-3Ha4yUT, BCe, YTO HaM HYXKHO CJie/ilaTh, 3TO pa3o0paThcs ¢ rpadoM?- BHe3amHO 3aroBopuil ['pam,
000pBaB CJI0Ba IOHOM JIedH.

q MOPTHYIJIa, IT0OPpaxkKeHHadA HEOXKUTAaHHBIM OTBETOM. FpSM CHOBa H06aBI/IJ'I TEeM 2Ke XOJIOOHBIM TOHOM.

-OTBeTH MHe.

910 OBINa OffHA U3 YacTo yrnoTpebnseMeix uMmnepaTtopoM gpa3. OcobeHHO, KOT{ia OH CMOTPET IIPSMO
Ha MEHSI CBOMM KaMEHHEBIM B3TJISIIOM, 9TO 03HAYAJIO, YTO OH OXKU/IAJI YCIIbIIIATh OTBET.

W, K coxaneHu1o, I TaK 4 He CMOTa HAY4YUTHCA HE IIOOYMHATHECA UMIIEPATOPY.

-...Ja.

Moii oTBeT OB TOJTyMeXaHUYeCKHUM I10 CBOEH IMpupoae. Most rojioBa He X0Tejla 0TBeYaTh, HO
YEPTOBO TEJIO IIPEaio BOJIIO CBOETO X03sMHa U 0TPearupoBasio IePBLIM.



FpaM KUBHYII C 0oJiee MITKUM BEIPAKEHHEM Ha JINIIE.

-Torma BCe peleHo.

-4T0 Takoe? - HaCMEILINBO CIIPDOCHIIa IOHad JIeOn.

Bompeku ee HaMOJOBUHY 0KUAIONIAM, HAIIOJIOBUHY JIIOOOIBITHEIM, MEPILAIOIIAM Tla3aM, 5 Oblsia
OTBJIeYEHa YyYBCTBOM OTYasHUS, KOTOPOE BHE3AIIHO OXBATUJIO MEHS.

A tak CTapallaCh OTCTPAHUTLECA OT UMIIEPATOPA, KaK TOJIEKO PerpeCcCrupoBalia, HO PE€aJIbHOCTh Onl1a
TaKOBa, YTO TOJIBKO 3TH HECKOJIBKO CJIOB 3aCTaBUJIM MO€ TEJIO OTpearupoBaTh PaHbIIe, YEM MO
T'OJIOBa.

B KOHIle KOHIIOB, HUYEro He U3MeHUJI0Ch. Hu 0o, HU IIocjie Moen perpeccuu g1, BO3MOXKHO, HEe CMOTY
BEIPBATHCA U3 €0 TEHU OO0 KOHIIA CBOEM KHU3HU.

Kak OBl 0OTYasIHHO THI HU CTapajlaCh, BC€ PaBHO HUYEro HEe U3MEHUTCA.

Kak TOnbKO 3Ta MEICIIb IIpHUIIljia MHE B I'OJIOBY, MO€ T€JIO BHE3aIlHO II0TEPAJIO BCIO CBOIO CUILY, U A
IIOYYyBCTBOBaAJIa, 4YTO BCE 3TO 0ecrose3Ho.

Xa-xXa, {1 Jaxe He 3Halo. HpOCTO II03BOJITE COOBITHSIM ITPOUCXOOUTE TaK, KaK OHHU IIPOUCXOOAT.

Ecnu momymaTh, He OBITIO HUYETO, YTO S He Morjia Ovl cieNiaTh, YTOOH IPOCTO 3AIIUTUTE IOHYIO JIETH B
o0MeH Ha ee MOTYaHHE O MOeW Maruu. Marus, KOTOPYIO 5 BCe PaBHO He cTaJia OBl UCIIOTb30BaTh [0
KOHIIa CBOeH Xu3HHU. Eciu OBl T MOTJIa MCIIOIL30BATh C I0JIH30M [IJIS IOHOM JIe[y, TOT{a 3TO Oblia OB
HeTIoxas CHeJKa.

4 oumncrtuna cBou Pa3yM ¥ IIOMEBITAJICA MBICIIUTE IIO3UTUBHO.

BepHo. [laBaiiTe He OymeM CIUIIKOM GECIIOKOUTHLCS O TOM, YTO CKaxeT ['paM. f momoralo 10HOM Jieqy,
a "He I'pamy.

C mouTeHueM B cepplle, s DoOPOAYIIHO TOCMOTperna Ha ['pama.

HagBait, I'pam. [1o Tex mop, ITOKa Tl He CKaXKelllb MHe UATH B OalllHIO, S IPUMY JII00YI0 YYIIb, KOTOPYIO
ThI CKaK€eIIIb.

OpnHako l"paM IIPOCTO PaCCeAHHO IIOCMOTPEJI Ha MEH/A, He CKa3aB HHU CJIOBA.

Kak TonbKO 51 Hayasia YyBCTBOBAThL ce0s1 HEYIOTHO IIOJl €70 IPUCTAIbHEIM B3TISA0M, ' paM, HaKOHeI],



3aroBOPHII.

-Y Tebs ecThb BO3II00IEHHEIN?
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