Tao XoH u J'Iy JIn BCTPEBOKEHO 3aBhIJIX, HO ABE CTAaPEI€ IIO3U BCE €Illle BOAaBJIMNBAJIN UX B KAMEHHEIE
CTOJIBI, TaK YTO OHH HE MOT'JIX IIOIIIEBEJINThCHA.

[wnax3 L[310HbYKY MO-HACTOSLIEMY HcIyTanack. CeKyHIy Ha3ajl, OUeBUIHO, OHA OblIa OCTPa Ha SI3BIK
W BJIACTHA, a celyac, y»Ke yepe3 MTHOBEHHUE, CTajla CKOpOeTs U miakaTh. OHa Oblyla COBEPIIEHHO
o0ecKypaxkeHa 9TOM CTPeMHUTEIbHOUN epeMeHou. Bcé cinyunnach maxe ObICTpee, 4eM MOXKHO
IIepeBEePHYTh CTPAHHUIy B KHUTE.

Yro oHa cobpasachk cfenaTh? YTOMUTHCS B peKe B UMIIEPaTOPCKOM cafy? ITO HaBlledyeT
HEIPUSTHOCTH Ha BCex!

Kak TonbKo oHa coOpajach MPOTSHYTh PYKY U ocTaHOBUTH FO CsiH, Mpou30IIIa elle ofHa ObIcTpast
nepemesna. OHa IPOCTO yBUea, KaK BCTPEBOXEHHas MajieHbKas Lo-9p ynpsamo notsauyia 0 Can
3a pyKaB, phiias C MKXPOKO OTKPHITHIM PTOoM. OHa IJlakajia ¥ OMHOBPEMEHHO C 3TUM CKOPOHO
Kpruarna:

— Crapumit 6paT, ckopee, ciofa! KTo-To u3neBaetcs Hap L[10-3p ¥ mOATaNIKUBAET MEYEHBKY C
CeMeHaMH 10Toca K cMepTu!

«YTo elle 3a MeYeHbKA C ceMeHaMu J1oToca?.. Hemb3s jaBaTh APYTUM MPO3BHUINA Y HUX 3a CIIMHOM!».

Ha camowm pene FO CsiH mpoCTO PUTBOPSIACh, HO KOTIa YCIbIIIaaa TOPEeCTHLIM KPUK MajieHbKo# Lfo-
3p, I0YEeMY-TO He cMora 00JIbllle TPUKUALBATHCSA. [I0THEIMU CJIe3 TJla3aMy OHa U3yMJIEHHO
IIOCMOTpeJia Ha JeBOYKY.

Kaszanoch, 3TOT 3By4HEIH T'0JI0C GyIeT CNBIIIHO BO BceM camy Cuxa!

OHa gyMaia TOJBKO O TOM, KaK OBl HallyraTh 9TUX OETHUIIEK U 3aCTaBUTh UX OTCTYIIUTD, HO TETIEPD,
KaXkeTcsi, mpobyieMa CTajia CJIUIIKOM BeNiKa. YTo X, Jyudlle el OblJI0 TOCKOPee MOfyMaTh, Kak
MOXKHO OYEePHUTH JIPYTUX U OIpaBHaaTh cebs nepen uMmnepatpuileit! K cuacTeio, ee crapmmii 6pat
cIlaCc KPOHIIPHHIIQ, & OHa — TaKXKe IIPUYaCTHOU K 9TOMY CIIaCeHHUI0 KaJeKoH, TaK 4TO He [JOJIXKHa
OblIa TPOUTPATE.

OHa omacaJiach OCKOPOUTEL ToOMecThe IpuHIla s, 4To, BepOsiTHO, MOTJIO HaBJiedb Ha TOJIOBY ee GpaTa
HETIPUSTHOCTHU B OyTyIIiem.

IO Can BEITEPJIA JINITIO, ¥ TOPECTHOE BEIPAXKEHNE HEe HEM HEMEJIEHHO CTaJI0 TaKUM, CJIOBHO OH4 HE
3HaJla, CMESIThCS €M UIIM IIJIaKaTh.

YBuEB, HACKOIBKO O€3pa3IMYHO BeOeT ce0s 9Ta Mapoyka, KOTOpasi He TOJTBKO He MPEeIIoKUIa el
pPa3THUYHEIN (POHAPh CaMa, HO Jaxke BOBJIEKJIA WX B ellle O0bIne HeMPUSITHOCTH, LIuHX9
LI310HBPYKY PA303/IUIach ¥ yrpoxkalolle cKa3aa:



— CerogHs — [eHb POXKIAEHUS UMIIEPATPUIIB], @ OOHA U3 BaC yAPYYEHHO XHbIYET, TOrAa KaK gpyras
cobpasack TOMUTHCS B peKe. Bel HaMepeHHO KJIMYeTe Ha TOJI0OBY UMIIePATPHUILl HecyacThs! Pa3pe BhI
He 3HaeTe, KaK HYKHO cebs BecTu? Kak Bac BOCIIUTHIBAIIN?

— IIpekpaTtuTe co3maBaTh HOBbIE TPOOJIEMEL, BH UTO, YMEPETh XOTUTE? — B OAUH T'OJIOC CTaJIU
0TTOBapUBaTh UX BCE.

— 1O CsaH, maXe ecnu THI CaMa 3ax0Tejla YMepeTh, He BIyThBall moMecTbe Mapku3a! Hy xe! — 10 Cu
1O Hapynace.

9ta IO CaH B caMoOM feJie CTAHOBUTCS Bce Ooee 6eccoBeCTHOM, OHa 0e3 BCIKOI'o II0BOMa CO3HaeT
HEMPUATHOCTH!

— Hoquy OBl BAM JIMYHO He CIIPOCUTH MOETO OTIla, UMIIEPAaTOpa, U MaTh, UMIIEPATPULy, XOPOIIIO JIN
BOCIITUTAlIX MAJIEHBKYIO ]_[I-O-Sp? — JOHECCs U3 TOJIIIBL FHY6OKI/II;I HU3KHH TOJIOC.

[uax3 LI310HBYKY TOPOIIINBO 00epHYJIach U COLPOTHYJIACh, CIIOJIHEHHAs yKaca.

KpOHIIPUHIT ITPOCTO CTOSITI, CIETIUB 3a CIIMHON PYKHU. XOTS YI'OJIOK ero PTa ObIJT IPUIIOOHST B MATKOM
ynbIOKe, B €T0 JeAsHBIX T7Ia3ax IMOJIBIXal0 SPpocTHoe miaMs. CiemoM ¢ KpaliHe MpayHbIM BUAOM
BBIIIIET MapKu3 FOHT .

— Crapmuuit 6pat! — xKano6HO BCKPUKHYIM OBE MaJIeHbKUE NEBOYKH, IIPOTATHUBAS K HUM PYKH.

Kpornpuun u 1O IIuH fdH B3471 CBOMX OparoleHHbIX MIafAIUX CECTED U YIIJIHU.

CroBHO GBI MM Ceiuac SIBUIICS PU3pPaK, 671arOPOIHbIe JEBYLIIKH TOPOIIMBO PACCTYNUIIUCH, HaBas UM
nopory, ¥ 6eCIIOMOIIHO CTaId CMOTPETh Ha UX YOAJSAIOINeCs GUTYPHL.

Tao XoH u Jy JIu BEIpBa/IMCh OT CTAPHIX IT03H, IIOAXBATUIHN I00KU U IMTOTHAIUCDH 32 HUMH.

«MHe cKasay, 4YTO UMIlepaTpHulla U3bsiBUIa HaMepeHre BEIOpaTh KOMIIAHBOHKY 110 y4uele mist
IOEeBSITOM MPUHIIECCH. TH MOJIXKHA OBITH OCTOPOXKHA...», — BHE3AIIHO BCIUIBIIX B rojoBe [InHX9
[I310HBYKY Te CJIOBa, YTO CKa3ajla el MaTh Iepef BeIxonoM u3 goma. OHa oTOMpasa IBOPIOBHIM
(dboHaph y OeBsATOM NPUHIlECCH. JTa Oblna camas nobuMas U AparoleHHas AJig Tpex Haubomee
MOTYIIECTBEHHHIX JIIOfIEX B BEIMKOM IWHACTUM XaHb AeBsATas IpUHIlecca — [AJIS UMIIEpaTopa,
UMIIepaTPHUILl ¥ KpoHIpuHIa! K ueMy OB 3TO IpUBEIO?

[luax3 L[310HBYKY MOIJIa JIUIIh UCTILITHBATE KPalHUH y2Kac, pa3MbIIUIas 00 9TOM.

Korga O Cu O 1 Yan 4 Oy moBepHYy/X rojIOBYy, OHM YBUAEJU 3aCThHIBIIEE Ha JIUIEe CTapoi Mafam
HEeIIPOHHUIIaeMOe BhIpaxkeHue, 0T4ero obe cmeprenbHo mobmequenu. Ctapas MajaM CTosisia Ha 6epery



pexwu.

— Crapas magaM, 3TO... ITO... — XeHa repuora LI3uHryo, kotopas Kak pa3 npuaymMmala Ky4dy 11oxBajl
B afipec CBOeH MoYepH, ceidac He CMOTJia MPOU3HECTH [axKe 4acTH CJIoBa.

Kputuka IO Csan Ovlna B caMOM [fiefie YHUUTOXKarouen!

YTo 3HAUMT, OHA 3aMyuusa OB MaJIeHbKYIO 30JI0BKY 10 CMEPTH, efiBa BBEIAAS 3aMyXk? UTO 3HAYUT, OHA
OeccepaeyHa U HeBEPHA, ¥ Ha Hee HeJIb3s PACCUUTHIBATH?

YcnbiiaB 9TH CI0Ba, CTapas MafiaM nopHssa 6posu. OHa 6pocunack Okl TyHa, eciiu Obl He y3Kas
HabepexkHasi, KOTopas CIyXkKuJa e momexoi. Tak Kak OHA HE MOTJIa IIOCTIELINTE, BMECTO 3TOTO €€ Ha
IIaT OTePenuIi KPOHMIPHUHI ¥ MapKu3 FOHT. Temeph CUTyalMst CTAHOBUIACH BCe 60jee Cepbe3HOM.

B kakyio 6eny onu Buyranuck! XKeHa reprora LI3unryo Oblia u 371a, U BCTPEBOXKEHA.

— BoT u Bce. TaM HET HUYETO UHTEPECHOTO, — C YCMEIIKOM OTBEPHYJIACh CTapasl MajaM.
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