- OTa nereHga IIPpOCTO 0ecCcMEBICIIEHHA - B3TOXHYII Tapo.

- Kak o MHe, nerespa Kak jereHfa. - mpodopmoran UHywH.

- BciomuuTe, NETEHIB 00RYHO HECYT B ce6e CMEICIT, KaKyi0-TO MyOPOCTb, a 3IeCh 4TO?..

- XMM.. MoXkeT ObITh.. " He OyabTe XKECTOKM K JeTsIM, HHa4e MPUAET MOHCTP U COXKIKET K YEPTSIM BCIO
OepeBHIo "?

- Ho Bepnb riaBa BeIKUJI, XOTb TOXKE OBILT 2KECTOKHM, XO0TA U IIOKaAJICA.

- A, ma He CyTb BaxkHa. X0uelllb 3HATh II0YeMYy HBIHEIIHU I'JlaBa 4O CUX IIOD BEPHUT B 3Ty CKa3Ky? -
3auHTpUroBan Uuymu.

- Koneuso.

- Bo-iepBHIX, KakK s ¥ CKa3aJl, HEIHEIIHU T'1aBa, UTHATHM, IPSIMOM IIOTOMOK TOTO TJIaBbl, KOTOPBIHA U
pacckasan 3Ty uctopuio. KoHeyHo, OHa MOTJia MEHATHCS CO BDEMEHEM, YBEPEH, OHa CUIBHO
IpeyKpalleHa, HO BCE Ke IIepPBOMCTOYHHUKOM, 663 COMHEHUH, ObIJI caM I'/laBa flepeBHU. Bo-BTOPEIX,
IIJIEM.

- Illnem?.. - BOPYT BCIOMHUA Tapo.

- Ia. ITouTu ¢ camoro poxaeHusa Uruatuid ogepKuM UM. THUMO... OH He IIJIOXOU I'JIaBa, KakK Thl MOT
IOiyMaTh, He KaKOHU-TO TaM CEKTaHT, HO... CJIeTKa OlePKUM 3TOU UCTOPUEN.

- BoT oHO 4TO... Tak TOT LI7eM ¥ npaBAa He npocTou. Ho, cTom... UHYH, 3Ty HCTOPHUIO paccKa3all
BBIKMBIIIKY T'JlaBa JI€PEBHU?..

- Nla, BEPHO. Hy, KOHEYHO, CTO JIeT Ha3ad MeHs TaM He OBIJIO, HO OyMdIO 49TO TakK.

- Ho Torga aTo BooO1iie TepsieT BCkui cMbicit! OTKya OH MOT 3HATh BCE B MeJTbYaMIIuX
nogpobHOCTAX? " [JeBoUKa CIOTKHYJIAch 0 KOPeHb", KaK OH MOT 3TO BUETh?.. UTO 3a UyIIb?..

- Tapo, CIOKOMHO, 3TO e IPOCTO CTapas JiereHna. MOHCTPOB He CYIIeCTBYeT, KaKuM Obl TH ce0e Hu
PHCOBAJI UCEeKail, He CTAHOBHUCh TAKUM KaK 3TOT CTapHK. - paccMestyicst MHyn.

- Cracu6o, Hyu, 1oxoxKe MHe IIopa UATHU. - TOPKECTBEHHO Ipou3Hec Tapo.

- OK, 3ax0Qu ee.



- OM.. BBl K€ 3HaeTe YTO MHe KpoMe Balllero JjoMa 0oJibilie HeKyma UATH, Ha?..

- A-a, ¥ TOYHO.

HapeHb BHIIIIEII OT I/IHYI/I C HOBBEIMHU MBEICJIAMHU B I'OJIOBE.

«Yac npomrén. Yro ke Takoro npurotouin Takepy? U, 61uH, s 4TO, y2Ke 3Hat0 O0JIbIIe HETO?.. »

«CTrapocTa, Blafeoil Marvel, CTpaHHbIN IIJIeM Y Hero foMa, 00psf MOKJIOHeHUs, CTpaHHas
peaknus Ha BOIIPOCHL O PEJIUTUY CTapOCTHL B JlepeBHE... ITO BCE BHITIAAENIO0 pealbHO CTpaHHO. Ho
TeNephb B 3TOM €CTh CMEICH. ITHaTuy, rinaBa JepeBHY, BCETO JIUIIb CTapUK, ONEPKUMEIN ITPOLIIEIM
CBOUX IIPEOKOB, BOT U BCE. Tak B 4eM xke 1enb Takepy? UTo OH 3agyman?»

«H HY2KHO JI1 MHE BOO6I.T.Ie BO BCE 3TO BBSI3LIBATHCS?»

[TyTasick B MBICTIAX, Tapo [OIIEN [0 MeCTa BCTPEUH.

- Hy, s mpumén. 3aueM HyxKeH ObI 9TOT Yac? Ecu TH X0TeN MPOAOJIKUTE PacciefoBaHue, TO
pasBe... THL €T0 He YIYCTUN? - cCKa3an Tapo, IOCMOTPEB B TO OKHO, OTKyJa OHU Habofanu 3a
MOJIUTBOU CTapuka. Temnepb TaM IIyCTO, HUKOTO HET.

- Her, HeT. PaccremoBaHue yxKe IMOYTH 3aBePIIEHO. A Yyac HyxKeH OblL.. U3BUHY, MHE IIPOCTO HAJ0
ObL7T0 TTOCTIaTh. Buepa 51 BeCh JeHb CIEOUIT 38 9TUM YEPTOBEIM CTAPUKOM.

- A g Tebe 3aueMm Torma?

- Tsl TOMOKeIllb MHE PAaCKPHITh €r0 UCTHHHOE NTUI0. Criemyi 3a MHOM, PaCCKaxy BCE II0 MYTH.

Tapo KHWBHYII U IIOCJIEJ0BAIl 3a HUM.

Omumy, HpOﬁJIﬂ BCeTr0 HECKOJIBKO METPOB, BHIIIINA Had He6OJ'IBH.Iy10 TPOIIY, KEM-TO TIIATEJIEHO
BBRITOIITAHYIO.

- Take.. ToecTb, Kasp, Kyma Mbl uiEM?

- Kak TonpKO s mpuObIBal B 3Ty IePEBHIO, - 3aAyMUYKBO Hauan Kasp, - MeHs TyT-Ke 0XBaTHIIO
HETIOHSTHOE YYBCTBO.

- X9?



- CHayaso s He 3HaJI YTO 9TO, XOOUJI Ty[a-Clofa 10 lepeBHe, 0Ka He BCTPeTUnI Uruatus. Psmom ¢
HHUM 3TO YYBCTBO YCHJIHJIOCh MHOTOKPATHO. Y 3TO ORI He CTpax, He OTBpallleHue, He TPyCTh. YTO-TO
nuHOoe, OYITO IPOXKUTAI0IIee MEeHS U3HYTPH.

-n?

- Y Takoe mMpoucXomuiio CoO MHOM paHblie. 1 MOTy 4yBCTBOBATh MHBIX CYIIECTB.

- [lorogu, moromu, MHE CKa3ald B 3TOM MUHDPE HET OPYTHUX pPacC, KpoMe JIIofeli, THOMOB U 3J'Ib(1)OB.

- OHU CKPBIBAIOTCS Cpenu Jopeu. [JyMalo... - 9TH CJI0Ba IPO3By4Yaid HEOKUAAHHO 3JI0BElIE.

- 0?..

«JloruuHo. Pa3 yx TéMHBIE packl ObIIN IT00EXKIEHEl, TO SICHOE [IeJI0 YTO OHU OyAyT CKpHIBAThCs. Ho
KaK 3TO OTHOCHUTCS K JeNTy?» - mogyMain Tapo, HO ero pa3MBIIIUIeHUS IIpepBal BHE3AMHEIN KPUK.

- MMocmemmmm!! - 6pocuncs snepén Kasp, - He 3Hato 4TO MPOUCXOOUT, S XOTEN MOKa3aTh Tebe anTapb
[I7I51 JKePTBONPUHOIIEHWH, HO TI0X0Ke MBI OTI03[aJi, YepT, eciiu Ol s He 3acHy!

Ha coBepiileHHO T'0JI0¥ OJITHE, OKPYKEHHBIN JIECOM, CTOSIJI CEOM APSXJIbIM CTApUK, ¥ IPECIIOKOWHO
IIPUBS3EIBA/ K CAMOLEJIbHOMY aJITapio OBYX AEeTeHu.

- XKaH, Huans!! - TyT ke y3nan ux Tapo.

CTapuK CymOpOXKHO 00ePHYIICS.

- 0-0, 9TO BCETO-TUIIb JIIOOU... ITO HEIJI0X0... MHOTO IUINHU... ITO HE OH... He OH... CjlaBa 60ry,
claBa..

- Yo 3a uépt?!.. - octonbenen Kaap, - [louemy 3TOT cTapuk TBOPHUT Takoe?! OH X04eT MPUHECTH UX
B XKepTBYy?.. HeT, ecnu oH MOHCTP, TO BCE M TakK SICHO, HO ITI0YeMY OH He CHeflal 3TOTro paHsbIne?.. Bce
3TH IOkl OH KUJT KaK OOBIYHBIM YEeJIOBEK, TaK II0UeMy cenyac?..

- Kaap. - Herpomko Havan Tapo, - Tel pa3Be He BUOUIID YTO TBOPUTCS?! OHU B OMACHOCTH, a THI TYT
pasriaroiabCTBYElb.

Tapo He monuMan cam cebst. OH, YeI0BEK, YTO HEHABHUIEI BCE BOKPYT, TEIEePh BOPYT BOITHOBAJICS 3a
KOro-T0. BriepBrie, mociie caMoyOuiicTBa OTIIa.

- Ho gyTto mMbI MoxkeM?! - 3akpuyan Kasp, OyaTo 9T0 OB CaMBblii JIOTUYHBEIN BOIIPOC B TAKOW CUTYALIUH.



- Ye?.. - He nousn Tapo, - YTo TH BOOOIIE HECEMIH?!

- OH Hac nomgxkaput. - Kasp ycTpeMusn B3TJish MpsIMO B CBepKarlye riia3a 6e3yMHOr0 cTapiia.

HUrnaTtuii, TeMm BpeEMEHEM, Y2Ke ITPUBA3all OeTeHu, KUHYII I/ICHYTaHHBIfI B3IJISM Ha IIJIEM, CTOSIIUM Ha
aJITape. B ero rnasax moka3sanoch pa3opaxeHnue, OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI cebst 3aTHAHHBIM.

- Ho.. Yto HaMm octaércsa?!

- 9? Cro#i, Tapo! Tsl He cipimian?!.. O Te6s B IBIIb TPEeBPATHUT! !

He obpamiasi BHUMaHUS Ha IapHS I103aA#, BCceraa BAibl Tapo, Temneps yxke 6exXal Ha IPOTUBHUKA.

«Ugmot! 4 npocto upuot! YMpy. IIpocto ympy. 4 eme He BUOen 30elIHeX Maruy, S COBCEM He
IIOHKMMaI0 YTO B TOJIOBE Y Bpara ¥ 4To OH U3 cebs IpencTaBisieT...»

[lo ey BCEro HeCKOIbKO METPOB.

«Ja 410 s TBOPI0? YeM 5 3aHMMarCh? JTOT YPOL yX&Ke YTO-TO KOJIOyeT, fa? MHe Xe He BBIXKHUTE, Aa?
Takepy npas? Ho 4To nogenaews? M yero 3To g nmone3? Mae npocTto xainb 2KaHa u Husns, pa3se
OHM 3aC/IyXKUJIU yMepeTh?.. YK nydIre g».

- He memmaii.. 61moxa.. - ToIbKO MIrHaTU#M DOTOBOPHUJI, KaK M3 €ro PyK I10 HampaBiaeHuto K Tapo
yCcTpeMuscs HeOOJbIIOro pa3Mepa TopsIIyi ap.

«Hy BCE, KOHeIl».

2Kap mpoImén mo BCeMy ero Tejly, B IJla3a yIapuil CBET, IapeHb 3aKMYpHJI I'la3a.

Ho, He ycrien Tapo 3aMeTHTh, Kak mepeq HUM OYKBaIbHO BEIPOC YEJIOBEK, & TOUHEE JIUIIDb YEPHAS,
nycTtasi BHyTpY, MaHTUs. [llap, Ipu CTONKHOBEHUY C HEH, Pa30UIICS U UCUe3, pa3fieTeBIINCh Ha
MeJIKHE UCKPHL.

- Her... HerT... HeT. HeT, HeT, HeT, HeT! Het! HET! HET! HET! - HU ¢ TOTO HY Cero 3aBOMUJI CTapUK, -
BricTpee, puTyas, ObICTPee, eCIK S 3aKOHYY, €CIIM 3aKOHYY, CTaHy CUJIbHEe, He YMpPY, He YMpY,
oricTpee, youts nmoguouienue... BEPHYTH CBOIO ®OPMY!! - 6e3ymHEIe I'1a3a cTapuka HaJlUIUCh
KPOBBIO.

- Hukoro Tel He yObEIIb. - TBEPHO 3aIBUII TOJIOC, ¥ €T0 Biafie/iell HAaCKBO3b IIPOTKHYII CTapyuka B
MTHOBEHUE OKa.



- Yero?.. - ogHOBpEeMeHHO omnemunu Tapo u Kaap.

- AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA!!! Her, Hert, HeT!! Kak.. Kax 4... Kak .. 1 MOTy yMepeTs?! Byap Tel
IIPOKJIAT, Oyb MPOKIAT TBOM [1epBriii [leMonuyeckuit Mmnepatop!! 'opute B Bce B amy!!!

He YCIIeJin ImocCiegHne IPOKIATHA BBIJIETETh U3 YCT Madrl'd, KdK €TI0 I'OJIOBa ITOKATHUJIACh II0 TPABeE.

Tapo BcTan Kak BKOIAHHBIN. Best XKU3HL OYATO IIposieTesia nepen riia3aMu.

«91 KUB?» - IMHCTBEHHAS MBICJIb HAIIOJIHSIA €T0 PA3yM.

HapeHb yIial Ha TpaBy, U IIOOHAII B3TTIA0 Ha HE3HAKOMIId, YTO TaK BOBPEMs CIIaC UX.

JIu1o ero 6v110 671€IHBIM M KaME@HHBIM, Tapo TYT XKe BCIIOMHMUJI, YTO BUAEN 3TOTO YeJI0OBEKa B
IepeBHe, KOTIa TacKasl Bempa.

CoenaB TOT B3Max MeueM, OH O0Jibllle He OBUTAJICH, GYI[TO FHY60K0 3agyMaiics.

- Kto BHI?! - cipocun Kasp.

Yenosexk Mojyail. ATMOC(i)epa BOKDPYT HETO CTAHOBHUJIACh BCE TSXKeJIee.

- OTcToli. - BOPYT IPOU3HEC HE3HAKOMET, U TaK XKe pPe3K0 ucYes, KakK U mosaBuicsa. Kaspy ocraBamochk
TOJIBKO HefloyMeBaTh.

Tapo HUYero He moHUMa. YTO fesanochk BOKPYT Hero? [loueMy OH KMHYJICS Ha Bpara? KoHeuHo, OH
XOTeJI 3alllUTUTh TeX JIeTel, COBCeM He XKeJlall uXx cMepTu. Ho He TOJIBKO 9TO [BUTAJI0 UM B TOT
MoMeHT. OH XOTeJl TOBEPUThH B PealbHOCTh Ipoucxoasinero. OH, YTO BCIO XKKU3HL 00HUTAN B
CIIOKOMHOM, KpacuBOM, COBpeMeHHO! ANoHNY, Teneph, O6YATO KOT, BLIOPOIIEHHBIN Ha YIUILY, HUYETo
He NoHKHMasl. Ho, mo4yBCcTBOBaB Kap OrHEHHOTO Ilapa MpsMO Iepef JTUI0M, OH HaKOHeIl IPHUIIET B
ce0s.

- Tapo, TeI B mopsAgke?

- Ia, ma! Uou JIy4dIie JeTdaM IIOMOTH. - CKa3all Tapo " IIOTEPAJI CO3HAHHE.

Tapo, Becb MOKPHIX OT II0TA, OYHYJICS. BOKpyT Oblza 3HaKOMast 06CTaHOBKa foMa MHYH, 3a OKHOM
OBIIIO y2Ke TeMHO, OH JIiexkasl Ha MITKOM KPOBaTH, B KOMHaTe 00JIbIlle HUKOTO He OBLIO.



- OdureTs. - mpomenTan Tapo, cierka mpus B ce0s1 ¥ 3a4eM-TO OIIIyTaB CBOe TeJlo.

OH mombITanCcs BCTaTh, HO CO3HAHKE TYT-XKe ITIOMYTHEJO, ¥ OH ynércs. Ero nuio 66110 TUX0PafodHo-
KPaCHOTO IBeTa.

«41 651 ymep. Ecniu ObI He TOT YeI0BeK, MeHs Obl yKe 3[ech He ObIJI0». — XOJIOHbIe MypPaIlKu
npo6exkasy Mo CIIKHEe OT 3TOU MBICTIH.

«3T0 OBlITa Marus. TOT OTHEHHBIN IIap».

- KpyTo!.. - mpoienTan oH, ¥ HEOCO3HaHHO IIPOBAJIUJICS B COH.

Hacrano yTpo, XKu3Hb B iepeBHE 1IJla CBOMM depefgoM. Hu [yid Koro He cTajia II0KOM HOBOCTBE O
cMepTH riaBel gepeBHHU. [1ycts UHyn 1 Kasp HUKOMy HUYero He CKa3asjid HU O Maruu, Hy O IIjieMe,
HU 0 puUTyase, B ueM OBl OH HU 3aKJII0YaJiCs, HO BCe M TaK AoragbiBajach O YEM-TO TAKOM, HO HUKTO
He TOBOPHJI BCNIyX. "YMep, oa u 60r ¢ HUM."

Tapo ounymncs 61uXKe K cCEMU YacaM yTpa. BriepBhle B JKM3HU OH IIPOCHYJICS He B CBOEM IIPUBBIYHOMN
KpoBaTu. OTKpPHIB I'/Ia3a, OH YCTaBUJICS HA HE3HAKOMBIY ITOTOJIOK, CHa4asIo He 0CO3HaB I'Te
HaXOOUTCS, HO BAPYT BCIIOMHUB BUepalIHue COObITHS, Pe3KO BCKOUMI Ha HOTH.

- Kak Husns, kak 2Kau?! - cupocun oH y cupsiiero Henoganeky Kaspa.

- A, oHu.. - 3eBHYN Kaap, - ToT putyan 3abpasn y HUX HEMHOTO CUJI, HO C HUMHU BCE B opsigke. Yero
He CKaxelllb 0 Tele.

- A 4TO CO MHOHU?

Kasp B3moxHyII.

- 91 pacckaxy BCE 10 MopsAfKY. JIydllle HU4ero He TOBOPHU, a IIPOCTO CAyInau. - nuiio Kaspa, BepBhie
C MOMEHTa UX BCTPeUYH, BEIpaxKajio HeHauTPaHHYI0 CEPLE3HOCTE.

- OM.. JlagHo.

- Kax TonbKo TH yIian B 00MOpOK, 5 no3Ban Muyu. [a, 1 OblI ¢ HUM 3HaKOM [0 9TOT0, OH BCE-TaKu
€OUHCTBEHHBIY CTPaXKHUK AepeBHU. OH IOMOT JeTdaM JOUTH [0 JoMa, a A Taumi Tebq. I3HadanbHo
MBI OyMaJld, 4TO TH 0e3 CO3HaHUA OT II0Ka, HO... [IocMOTpu Ha CBOIO PYKY.



Tapo KUHYJ B3I Ha IPaByIo JIaloHb, Ha 00paTHOU CTOPOHE KOTOPOU YEPHEIM I[BETOM CBETHUJIICS
anouckunt uepornud " Cmepts " ([] ). Tapo TyT-Ke y3Ha ero.

- W.. yt0? YTO0 3T0? - HE MoHUMan Tapo.

- Be3 moHATHS. OTOT CUMBOJI ITOSIBUJICSI OMHOBPEMEHHO C MCYe3HOBEHHUEM TPYIa CTAPOCTH U, KCTaTH
roBOps, IMIyIeMa. f gyMasn 9Ta KakKas-TO Marus, YHUUTOXKaloIas TPYII IT0CJie CMePTH, HO S HUKOTHa He
CTIBIIIAN 9YTO-OBI MEPTBEIE 3a0upanu ¢ co0oi u mpeaMeTh! - mporosopui Kasp.

- ToecTh, HUKTO He 3HAET YTO 3TO TAaKOE, ¥ KaK OHO IIOSIBUJIOCH Ha MOeU pyKe'?

- Umenno. TonbKo BOT... - 3anHyncd Kasp, - 0T 9Toil METKM UCXOAUT TO 2Ke CaMOe TPEBOKHO YyBCTBO,
YTO OT CTApOCTHL. TO camoe BBIKUTalOIlee U3HYTPU YYBCTBO. ITO HEXOPOIIO. M Koe-uTo ellé MHe He
HpaBUTCS B 3TOM. VIHyH, Ha MO€E yAWBIIeHNE, CMOT IIPOYECTh 3TOT CUMBOIL...

- OH o3HauaeT " cmepTh ". - mepedbun Kaspa Tapo.

- THI TOXKE MOKEIIIb IIPOYHUTATH 9T0? YOUBUTEIBHO.

«Takepy, Kak Obl OH cebs Teleph He Ha3kBall, He MOXKET YUTATh MO-AMOHCKU? OX, a Ha KAaKOM SI3BIKe
MBI BOOOIIle TOBOPUM? ITO He SIMOHCKUM, HO 51 OYATO BCIO XKU3Hb 3HAJ €r0 U ITOHMMal0 Kaxioe
CJIOBO».

- a, "cMepTh", 3BYUUT He Beceso. M Bcé ke Trl kKuB. Ho Hafoaro nu? - OT 9TUX CJIOB y Tapo 1o

CIIMHE IIPOIUIK MypalIky, - Elé Buepa, Kak TOIbKO Mbl 00HAPYKUIIM 9TOT CUMBOJI, S OTIIPABUII

IIMCHMO CBOEMY 3HaKoMoMY Mary B Kpamnuc, cronuity Aptyauu. Cerogss npuiien otseT. OH yxe
XKIET Hac.

- Yero? Hac? 3auem?

- OcMoTpeTh TBOX MeTKy. HUKTO He 3HaeT KakKue IOCIeNCTBUS OHa MOXeT npuHecTu. He mapom xe
"cmepThi0" Ha3BaHa? Hy, g Tak mymaro. Bcé-taku s BTsHy1 Tebs B 3T0. [la u BooOIIIe... - coemnat maysy
Kaap, - MHe 6e3yMHO MHTEPECHO YTO 3TO BooOIIe 3a MeTKa!!! OHa MOXKEeT CTaTh TeM KJTIOUEeM, YTO
OTKPOET BCE TAWHHI IIPOIIIOr0 U IPEBHUX pac!

- OnsiTh PO APEBHUE PACHL.

- Y BooG11e, Tapo, pa3Be ApYy3bs He MOJIXKHELI TOMOTATh APYT OAPYTY.

[IIupokaBa BAPYT BCIIOMHMII UX PA3TOBOP Ha KPHIIIE, M HAa CEKYHAY MOomyMaJl, 4YTo Takepy BCE IOMHHUT,
HO OIHOTO B3TJISIfa XBAaTaJI0 Ha TO YTO-OBI MOHATH, 4TO HEeT. OH roBopua 6e3 Kakoro-mu0o moaTeKcTa
Uy 3agHel MeIcu. Ero rita3a ObIIM YeCTHH M Ype3MepPHO KPacHH, KakK U B IIEPBYI0 BCTPEYY.



- [Tama, Tapo yke IPOCHYJCS? - BOPYT IIOCJIBIIAJICS CJIeTKa yCTasbli rojgoc Huasme u3-3a gBEpH.

- Ilorogu, oH cenyac O4YeHb 3a.. - He ycnes Mayu Bo3pa3uTs, Kak Husne BMecTe ¢ 2KaHOM BOpBajiach
B KOMHaTy. Huamb TyT XKe KuHynach 00HHMaTh Tapo, a 2KaH CTOSITT PSAIOM, M CMOTPE YKe He
BpaxmeOHo.

- 9M, 4ero? - He moHANI Tapo.

- 9to OnL0 Tak KpyTo! - Hayan XKaH, - Tel Opocuncs Ha Mara 6e3 opyxus, s gyman Tebe KOHel], HO
TyT pa3!! - 2KaH pa3sén pykamu, - Y mar yxe He 3eMye!! Kak Tel 9T0 caenan?! - rinasa MaabyuKa
3aCUAIIH.

- YTo BB UM HAIJIETU? - IMIEMIOTOM IIOMHTEpPecoBascs Tapo.

- { HU4ero He TOBOPUII. - YECTHO 0TO3Baicsa MHyH, - 3TO BCE UX aHTaA3UMU.

Tapo B3moxHy1. He3acmykeHHHIN TUTYTI Teposl He CIUIIKOM pafioBal ero.

- Ila, ma! - mopgxBatuia Huamsb, - 9 HUYErolIeHbKY He BUAEsa, HO 3TO OBIJI0 KPYTO!

«JlapHo. JlydIme IpocTo MOT4aTh».

[Tpomisio HeCKOIBKO 9acoB. Tapo moes B KoMIIaHUU ceMbi VIHYH, TO3HAKOMUIICS C €ro KeHou. Kasp
JKe TIOIIEN B HeOOJIBIION TOCTEBOU JOM, I'Tie XKW ITOC/IefHNe HEeCKOIbKO fHel. ExaTh B cTONMUIy OBLIIO
PelIeHo 3aBTpa: MEMJIUTE OBLIO HEeNlb34.

- A 4To0 BoOO11Ie U3 cebs mpefcTaBnsieT Kpanuc, ga ¥ B 1IeJIoM 3Ta CTpaHa? - cripocun Tapo y
JleXaBIIero B kpecie UHywu.

- Ila KTO ero 3HaeT. - OTMaXHYJICS OH ¥ 3aCHYJI. FIHyH ellé He OTOIIEN OT IIPOUCIIECTBUS C IEThMHU.
OH, Kak MONUIeNCKUY, eMUHCTBEHHBIN CTPaXKUK IePeBHH, B TOT JIeHb II0UYBCTBOBAJI cebst
Oecmoyie3HEIM, yCIbIIIan o 6efie TOJIBKO IO CaMblil KOHEll. TO He faBajo eMy I0KO0s. M TOIbKO TOT
bakKT, YTO BCE KOHYHUIOCH XOPOIIIO, HaKOHEIl TO3BOJIUIT €My 3aCHYTh.

Tapo BrIlIeN Ha ynuily. BriepBele CO BUepalllHero OJHS OH BHIIIEN Ha CBEXKUU BO3OyX. Bce Tak-xke
IaxJI0 CBIPOCTH ¥ JIECOM, B IIOJTyThMe CTPEKOTasu cBepuku. [Jaxe Tapo, COBEPIEHHO He HafleIEHHBIH
TaJIaHTOM BUEThL IPeKpacHoe, OYATO pacTBOPSJICS B 3TOM HOYHOM Ieii3axke. M TyT BOpyT 3abosena

pyka.



«9Ta MeTKa.» - Inmogymal OH, IIOKa 6071b BCE YCHuIINBallaChb.

- Kx-x!.. - cxBaTHUJICS OH 3a CBOIO JIaJIOHb.

B rmasax mommblIo ¥ MoTeMHe 0. EMy Hayany MepeIuTcs CTPaHHbe 00pas3kl, BEIIIBIBAIOIINE U3
TEMHOTHL. B0oJb 3aTuXj1a, UM eMy Ka3aJIioCh YTO 3aTHXJIa. BMecTo 3TOro mnepep rita3aMu MOSBISIIUCH
Hekue nmuia. OHU MepeMellanich OOuH 3a ApyruM. KTo-To GBI ypOMJIKB, TOX0XK Ha XKUBOTHOE, KTO-TO
Ha CaMOT0 HACTOSIIEero JeMOoHa, KakuM Tapo BCerga prcoBaj UxX B BooOpaxkeHuu. Ho U3 Bcei TOJIIE
CYIIECTB, Pa3HBIX U CTPAHHBIX, CKJIM3KUX X HEeOUeHb, OH SPKO BUOEJ U 3HaKOMEIe Jtuila. MMy Obin
Takepy, TOT Myk4uHa B IJallle, Claciuii Tapo OT CMEPTH, ¥ HE3HAKOMBIH ITapeHb C TPETHUM TI'Ta30M
BO JIOY ¥ 3aTBEpOEBIIEH KPAaCHO! YeIllyel Ha mekax. Ero gBa rita3a ObITH 3aKPHITH, ¥ TOJIBKO TPETHH
SIPKO roper Bo j16y. Tapo mpucMOTpesics, Halpsr 3peHue Kak ToJIbKO Mor. OH He MOT AyMaTh, TOJIBKO
CMOTpeTh. Y BAPYT, B TOJIIIE, TOE-TO II0OAAJIb, OH YBUAEN CaMoro cebsi, C ABYMS TOPSIIUMU YEPHBIMU
KpyraMyd BMECTO TJIa3HHII.

- Tapo!! [1amna, nmama, Tapo moxo, nama!!!

OmsaTe Ta Xe KPOBATB, TOT K€ IIOTOJIOK.

«A 3TO He Tak yXK U IIJI0X0». - Ha CEKYHAy noayMas Tapo, HO BCIIOMHUB II0JI0KEeHUE B KOTOPOM
HAXOMMJICS, OIYCTHUJI B3TJISAM Ha KOMHATY. 3mech Obutu Bce: Muyn, 2Kan, Huanb, Kasp, TOMBKO XKEHEI
Vinyu He OBIJIO, OHA TOTOBHUJIA YKUH, KAK BHISICHUIIOCH IT03XKe.

- la, gena moxu.. - 6opmoTar mox Hoc Kasp, He 3amMeyasi mpobyKaeHus Apyra.

Hwuane cupesna y KpoBaTu, 94T0-T0 00cyxkmasi ¢ 2KaHoM, MiHyu cIianm Ha Kpecye B yIy.

[To Teny Tapo Ipo1Io YTO-TO Bpope Temta. OH MOYyBCTBOBa Ce0sT HYKHBIM.

W omycTum B3I HA PYKY.

- YépHasd... - mpobopmoTan oH, - CoBceM 4€pHad...

- Tapo, xusBoii?! - mogckounn Kasp.

- Bpope, TOnMbKO B pyKe MOKaJIbIBaeT.

- A-a! 3Han GBI 5 YTO 9TO, HAaBHO Ol BCEé ucmpaBui! - Kopun cebs Kasp, - Maso Toro 4To MeTka
BBICACBHIBAET U3 TeOS CHUJIBI, TAaK eIlle ¥ PyKa ImodyepHesa!



- BricackiBaeT cumbl? Thl HUYETO He TOBOPHUIT 00 9TOM.

- A, mpaBma? 4 mymar Tel 3Haelnb. [lymMaels I04eMy ThHl TaK MHOTO CIIUIIB?

«H mpaBma, s TOJIBKO U MieJialo 4To CIUT0. Micekai mpo COH».

- HyxHo exaTs. - coobmmun Kaap, - U exaTb HeMeJIeHHO.

Tapo KUBHYIIL.

IToBo3Ka yXe OBlna T'OTOBa, OCTAaBaJIOCh TOJIBKO CO BCEMHU IIOIIPOIIAThCSA.

Pa3bynus WUuyu, Tapo perrun, BO3MOXKHO B ITOCTIEIHUYN pa3, IOTOBOPUTH C HUM C I'7la3y Ha ria3. Bce-
TaK¥ OH €UHCTBEHHBIN KTO MOXKET IOHATh €r0 II0JI0KEHUE.

- Hy, mopa npoujaTteca? - nepBeIM Hadan UHyH.

- TToxoxe 4To ma. Kako#-To gypamkuii y MeHs HCeKal MoJIy4aeTcs. - MOMIBITANICS YIBIOHYThCS Tapo.

- Huuero, Hudero, y Tebs e1e Bce Buepenu! 4, BOT, ToXe B MOJTUINIO TIOLIET C TPAHAN03HBIM
njaaHaMmu. [IyMan, Oymy JTOBUTh IPECTYIHUKOB, rpabuTesneit 6aHKOB, pacclenoBaTh YOUNCTBA B
3aKpHITOM KOMHATE...

- Kito4d oT K0TOpO# GBI TOJIBKO y Bac? - omepenus ero Tapo.

Wuywn paccmesncs.

- Hy Bcé, ugu monpormatics ¢ Huamb, oHa ¢ TOTO ciy4as B Tebe myiu He 4aeT. Ho TONbKO He B3gyMai
oTOMBaTh e€ y 2KaHa, OHU TIOMOJIBJIEHHI! - €II€ MIyllle paccMesycsa NATUREeCATUIETHUN JeTEKTUB.

- Haxe He nopgyMato. Ctom, 4To?! OHU TOMOJIBNIEHE?! B TakoM-TO Bo3pacTe?!

- JI[a, OHH e caMHU ¥ OBIIIK WHUIIKMATOPAaMH.

«CTpaHHBIE IeTH». - HABCETla YTBePAUIIOCH B TojioBe Tapo, 4eoBeKa, y KOTOPOTO HUKOTAAa He OBII0
OTHOIIIEHUH.

BrIfiisg 13 KOMHATHL, OH TYT XXe HaTKHY/CS Ha Huamb ¢ 2KaHoM.



- O, a BHI, KaK s BUXKY, BCeraga BMecTe?

- Tebst 3TO BOJTHOBATH He moKHO! - 2KaH cnerka mokpacHer. [IycTs OH Temeps He OTHOCHIICS K Tapo
KakK K Bpary, IpuBbIUKa BEIpaXKaThCs C HUM rpy00 OCTanacs.

- O, a 9 elle CIbIIIAN, YTO BB IOMOJIBJIEHH?.. - IpUINypuicsa Tapo. B pasroBope ¢ He3HaKOMBIMU
WM MaJI03HAaKOMBIMHU JIIOIbMY OH HUKOTHA Obl He CMOT BEITBOPSATH TaKKe BeIlly, HO 9TU OEeTU
Ka3aJuCch eMy YeM-TO BPOZie MJIafilnX OpaTa U CeCTPHL.

- Yer-r-0?? Uuyu tebe ckazan?! On 3To cuenan?! [1a?! - paccBupumnen 2KaH.

- Tapo HyKHO CIIeMHUTh. - KaK-TO IPYCTHO CKa3aJsl BRIIIEANINH 13 KOMHATH MHYyH, U Tak ke OGbICTPO
ucye3 Ime-To Ha KyXHe.

ZKaH TyT Xe yHAJICS.

- Ilo BcTpeuu! - 1o-B3pOCIOMY NPOTSHYJ PYKY OH. Tapo moxKari ee€.

Huanb Bcé 3TO BpeMsi HEPEIIUTEJIEHO CTOAIa PAOOM, ITePeMUHaACh C HOTY Ha HOTY.

- IToka, Huasp, HageooCh ele YyBUOUMCS. - Iompoiancs Tapo.

- O6s13aTenmbHO yBUOUMCS!! - BOPYT BCKPUKHYJIA OHA, ¥ CaMa HEMHOT'0 CMYTHJIach CBOETr0 KpHKa, -
[Tama cTaHeT ry1aBO¥ JIEPEeBHHU, ¥ TOTHa IIpue3zxkau, U CTPOU 3mech foM! MBI TOMOXeM TacKaThb BOLY,
TIAJIOYKY IIPUHECEM.. MM.. eIll€ YTO-HUOYIb. - II0JT KOHEI] COBCEM yCIoKouiack Huams, yxe
npencTaBisas cebe, Kak 3To OymerT.

- Koreuno, 063aTensHO.

Tapo OBIT HOJ'[LH_IéH. HukTo HuKOrma He TOBOPHUIT eMy TaKHuX CJIOB. On YyBCTBOBAI cebst HYXHEBIM, OH
He X0TeJI Ye3XKaTh, X0TeJI KakK I/IHYI/I IIPOXKUTH BCIO KN3HLb 3ECE, HauTu cebe OEBYIIKY, 2KEHUTCSA Ha
Hel, U IMOCTPOUTL NOM HaKOHEI], a IIOTOM M BEIPACTUTE ChIHA. Ho meTka Ha PyKe nmpenaTenbCKu
3aKO0JI0Jia CUJIbHEE.

- 91 BepHych. O0era! - KAk MOXKHO TOPKECTBeHHEee IMPOU3HEC OH U BHIIIEN Ha KPHIIBIIO,
TIOTIPOIIAJICS C XKeHou MHYH, KOTOPYIO BUE BCET0-TO BO BTOPOM pas, U ceq BMecTe ¢ KaspoMm B
TIOBO3KY, 3aMPSXKEHHYIO IBYMS JoIIagbMu. MHyH, ero xkeHa, Huamb u gaxe 2KaH BHIIUIM Ha YUY U
Maxajii eMy BCJIe[, 0 TeX IOop II0Ka IT0BO3Ka COBCEM He CKPHIJIAcCh B JIECHOM yallle.

Tapo €XaJl B IIPUIIOOHATOM HAaCTPOEHUH, CIIyIIall BeCEjoe MeHue ITHI], ¥ COBCEM He IIogo3peBall 4TO
TaM, 34 T'OPaMH, d MOXKeET XU HE 3a OOHHUMH...
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