910 OBLN IeHb IepBOT0 CBUAaHus Xeno Mcces, 1 3TOT Ye0BeK OBbIT ITOTHOCTHIO OfIET [AJI CO3MaHus
BocrioMuHaHu. Oxupgast AMano FOMy B 06eliaHHOM MeCTe, OH B3[I0XHYJI, BCIOMHHUB Xa0C, KOTOPHIN
IIPOMU301LIeJ], KOTAa OH IIPefCTaBUil CBOIO IIEPBYIO AeBYIIKY Maryne u Moroxame. Bce ovu
VICIIBITBIBAJIA CMeCh 0/1arOrOBeHUS ¥ PEBHOCTH, oyMas, 4To FOMa nubo IBIsSeTCS YacThio
HecyIecTByomero "rapema" Mcces, nubo eile ogHuM nomnonHeHueM 'rapema”. K cuacteio, HMccero He
noTpe60BasoCck MHOTO BpeMeHH, YT0o0k yoenuTh FOMy, 4To BCe ¢pracko ¢ rapeMoM OBLIO0 ITOTHEIM
Hepgopa3yMeHueM. OH B3TJISIHYN Ha YacChl, YBULEB, YTO 0O CBUIaHUS eIlle eCTh BPeMS, U B3LOXHYII,
rnsigs B He6o. [To mpaBae roeopsi, Miccelt oueHb HePBHUYA U3-3a2 BCET'O 3TOT0 CBUJAHUS, 0COOEHHO C
y4eTOM TOT'0, UTO OH 3HaJ, YTO €T0 IIepBOe CBUIaHNe-HeYelI0OBeUeCKoe, TaAlllii aHresl B Ipuaayvy.
OH nmopyMbIBaj CHadasa 0TKa3aThCsl OT CBUNAHUS, HO, YUUTHIBAs BCe BECEHHEE BPeMs I0HOCTH,
KOTOpO€ OH M, KpOME TOro, €ero MaThb BCErjga BOCIINTEIBAJIM, OH PELINUII IIPOBEPUTEL CBOIO Cy;lb6y Ha
IpegMeT BOBJIeUEHHUS CBePXbECTECTBEHHOTO B TaK Ha3biBa€MOEe BeCeHHEee BpeMs I0HOCTH.

- [Toxxanyiicrta, BO3bMUTE OfHY! - TOJIOC BBIPBAJI €r0 U3 3aAyMUYuBOCTU. YicCcell TOCMOTPEN B
HalpaBIeHUM T'0JI0Ca, ¥ er0 B3TJIAM BCTPETUJICS C OEBYILIKOU, OOEeTOU B KOCTIOM JIETy4Yel MBIIIIH.
YnowMmsHyTas feByllKa IpoTsAruBaja eMy HeOobllyo Opouopy ¢ ©300paxkeHueM CI0XKHOT0
Marv4eckoro Kpyra.

Korga Hccelt mocMoTpen Ha OpoIIopy, ero Mo3r Koe-uTo IoHsm. "Pa3Be aTo He..."-mogyman HMccel,
CHOBA B3TJITHYB Ha TO MeCTO, e 0obIie He OBIIO MpefnoaaraeMoi [eByIIKU-1eTy4el Meim. Ho
IIpexfe 4eM OH YCIIesl PelluTh, UTO AeaTh ¢ OPOIIIopoM, 3HAaKOMBIY T'0JIOC OKJTUKHYTI ero: "Hccel-
KyH!"

Hcceit pehneKTOPHO CyHYN OPOIIIOPY B KapMaH OpIOK, TOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY U YBUIET, YTO K HEMY
nogbexkasa ero JeByIIKa. - U3BUHM, YTO OIO3Maja, TH [IOJIT0 XKaana? - cipocuia FOMa, crmerka
3a1BIXasich OT Oera.

"Bce B mopsigKe, s TOJIBKO YTO Ipuien”, - ckadan Hccell ¢ yinpiOkoi. "Bay, Kak Okl OaHaIbHO 3TO HU
3By4aso, 1 OYeHb CYaCT/IMBa [0 HEKOTOPEIM ITpUYUHaM", IepBOe CBUaHKEe IeHCTBUTEIHHO
3anoMuHaetcs. - Hy 4rto, mougem? - cipocun Yicceit, mpoTsarusas pykKy, KoTopyio FOMa ¢ pagocThio
TIPHUHSIIA.

Camo cBuIaHue MMPOIIIO0 JAeHCTBUTEIFHO HOPMaIbHO, eciii Mccell mokeH ObIT CKa3aTh 3TO caM. Y
Hero He OBIJI0 HUKAKOT0 OTIBITa B TOM, YTOOBI BCTPEYAThCSl C KEM-TO, IO3TOMY OH PEIINJI IIPOCTO
MIOMTH C KJIaCCUYECKUM: IToobefiaTh B coceqHeM Kade (BEpOSTHO, C TOPTOM HJIU BHIIIEUKOM), TIOCETUTD
apKapbl A1 pa3BledeHus U IIOCETUTh Pa3IMyHble Mara3uHbl OJId TOJapKoB U CYBEHUPOB. B 1ienowm,
COBEPIIIEHHO HOpMaJibHOE CBUaHue, caM Mccelt TakKe 3aKOHUMII TEM, YTO KYIIHI OpaciieT B
KaudecCTBe cyBeHupa ans FOMel. [103Ke, Ha 3aKaTe, OHU BABOEM IOAOLUIN K (OHTAHY B MECTHOM
napke. FOMa nosepHyJsach nuioM K Hccero.

- Ckaxu, Mccell-kyH... B 03HaMeHOBaHUE Halllel CETONHSIIHEeH JaThl s X0TeNIM OBl CIIPOCUTH TeOs Koe
0 yeM. TEI He BO3paxaelllb IPOTUB MOEro arousMa? - cipocuina FOma, rispgs npsmo B riasa HMccey,
ee JIUIO CJIeTKa IOKPaCHeo.

"Xopomo... "" Koneuno, OMa-TsH. YTo TH Xx04elsb? - cripocun Mccel, ynbibasch B MpeABKYLIIEHUMN.



- Tol ympemib 3a MeHs?"

“HeprO"

-9-3... [ToBTODPH e1re?"

"TheI ympelub 3a MeHA?" - CHOBa cripocusia FOMa, menas ygapeHue Ha CJIOBe "yMepeTh", 3aTeM ee
BHEIIHOCTh M3MEHHUJIaCh, KOT{la Y Hee BHE3allHO BEIPOCIIa llapa YePHBIX KPHIJIbEB 3a CIMHOY, a ee
ITOBCEIHEBHBINM HaAPSO IPEBPATUIICS B YEPHBIM KOXKAHBIM KOCTIOM C 1IETIOYKOM, KOTOPHIM 0OBIYHO
MOXKHO yBULETH B nopHOPmIbMax BIICM.

Kcceit ObIJT TOTOB aTaKOBaTh B 110001 MOMEHT, HO €r0 Ijla3a IPUKJIEUIUCh K HOBOMY ITOSBIIEHUIO €T0
noapyru. "Xopoiuo... Teneps g IOHUMAI0, TIOUYEMy NaflIde aHTr eIkl IBJIAI0TCA 9KCIIEPTaMU B
co0a3HeHuu JIofen...", - mogymarn Mccell, IpOrIoTUB KOMOK, €r0 JIUII0 HEMHOT'0 ITIOKPAaCHEeJo OT
CEeKCYaJIbHOTO 3peJullia lepe HUM.

"CocpenoToubcs, IapTHEP..." - MBICIEHHO IIpeaynpenun Jopeur.

"O, BepHO, BepHO", - momyman Hccell, moKayas roji0BOi, YTOOB COCPEIOTOYUTRCS. 3aTeM OH 6OJIbIe
COCPENOTOYMIICS Ha B3TJIsAME MAAIIero aHresna, a He Ha ee OTKPOBEHHOM Hapsfe.

"Oydydy... T, KaxkeTcs, He Tak yOUBIEH... - cipocuna FOma, HacMemnuBo risans Ha Mcces,
BEIpaKeHUe ee JIUIla CTaso 0ojee XOJIOAHBIM U 3PeJIbIM, 4eM ee IPefbAyIas BHEIIHOCTb.

"Hy uyto X... Ha camoMm fienie g ynouBiieH... - oTBeTus Mcceu, Koraa ero B3rjisag MejIeHHO BEPHYJICA K
rpynou FOMEL, HO OH OBICTPO OTBEI B3TJIAH 00paTHO K ee NHIly. - B mo0oM criydae, BepHEMCS K TBOEMY
IpegbLIoyIeMy KelaHuio. [loueMy THI X04elllb, YTOOH 5 ymep?"

- He To uTOOHI ¥ MeHs Ha TeOs 3y0, HO y Te0sI eCTh MOTEHIIMAJ, KOTOPEIX MOXKET OTyOUTh BCeX Hac.
[TosTomy MBI penriiy n36aBUTHCS OT Te0sI, IPeXK/e YeM TH CTaHEIb PeaJbHOM yrpo30u...", - CKa3aia
FOMma, Korfia Ha ee pyKe IOSBUJIOCH KOIIbe CBeTa IIyPIypPHO-PO30BOTO LIBETA.

"XMM... 9TO TO, YTO JIIOAU Ha3HIBAIOT UPOHUEN? ECnu Thl OCTaHeUIbCs MUsoN U 6e300UgHOIM 00 KOHIA
CBOUX JHEW, 5, BO3MOXKHO, HUKOTa, HUKOITla He Oyay IpencTaBIsATh OJIs BaC yrpo3y... f, 4ecTHo
rOBOPS, Hayasl 0-HaCTosIIeMy JTI00UThL TeOs BO BpeMs Halllero CBUAAaHUA... - 0TBeT1 Hicceii ¢
OTTEHKOM pa304yapoBaHus. - f maxke NOTPYAUIICS KynuTh Tebe cyBeHup!"

"XM, ma, 3TO cBuAaHue ObIJIO BECEIBIM. ITO JeHCTBUTEIBHO HACKYYUIIO MHE 10 CMEPTH... - C
capka3moM oTBeTusia FOma. "Hy, B mo6oM ciydae, MHe BCe PaBHO npupercs tebs youTts..." - cCKasana
PeliHap, momHMMas KOIIbeE.

"TIpuroToBbCs, MapTHEP", - CHOBA MBICJIEHHO Npenynpenun [Iapeur.



"Ila, HO CHayYaJa 5 X04y KOe-4TO U3MePUTh... KpoMe TOro, s He X049y pacKpHIBaTh BCe CBOM KapThl TaK
CKOPO", - MBICJIEHHO OTBeTuUI Viccell, yKpemnsis CBOI TO3ULIUIO.

Korga FOMa mMeTHyna cBoe Komibe, Mccero ymanoch yBEPHYThCS, KOTHa OH OBICTPO OBUHYIICS BIIEpEN U
OIIyCTHJI CBOE TeJlo, YTOOH M30exkaTh yaapa Kombs. ['maza FOMBI pacImupuiIncy, Koraa oHa
oOHapyxwua, 4To Mccelt yxe ObLT pSIIOM C HEM MeX[Iy ceKyHOaMu. Ee TpeHupoBaHHbIE Pe(IeKCH
6rmaromaps OIMBITY IIPOILIEIX CPaXkKeHUH IIOMOTJIN el efiBa n30exkaTh yoapa HMcces B caMbIi
nocnegHuil MoMeHT. OfHAKO, KOoraa JieBhu yaap Mcces BCcTpeTusncs ¢ Bo3gyxoM, FOma
IIOYyBCTBOBaJa, 4YTO HeOOIbIIas ymapHas BOJIHA IIPoIija MUMO ee TojoBH. Kynmak Mccen Takxke
YMYOPUIICS 3afieTh IIeKy Iafllero anreyia, Bbi3BaB HEOOJbIIOE KPOBOTEYEHHE.

"Vx To1! Teneps g MOHUMAIO, IOYEMY Ialla 3aCTaB/Isg MEHS 3aHMMAaThCS BCEMU 3TUMU
TPEeHUPOBKaMu!" - ymuBIeHHO mogyMan Kccel, yBumeB, Ha 4To crioco0eH ero yoap. KoHeuHo, oH He
TI0TIajI B I1eJIb, HO OH TOYHO YyBCTBOBAJI CHJTy CBOETO COOCTBEHHOTO yaapa.

"Yro...! Heyxkemnu 3T0 ymap IpoCTOro dyejoBeka?!" "- B maHuke nogyMana FOMa, Korma WHCTUHKT
TI0JCKa3aJsl el YBeNUuuTh paccTosinue. OHa ObICTPO B3MaxXHYyJjIa KPHUIbSIMU U B3JIeTesla JOCTaTOYHO
BBICOKO, YTOOHI OKa3aThCsl Ha 6e301MaCHOM PacCTOSHUY OT Kiccer Ha PaCCTOSHUY BHITSIHYTOU PYKH.
OHa moTpoHyach Jo LeKH U 00HapyKuila, YTO Ha Hel HEMHOTO KpOBHU. "ThHl cMeelllb HaHOCUTh MHE
paH®l, 9 mapmui anren...! Tel, mpocToi yenoBek!" Korma oHa 3apeidaja oT spoctd, FOMa GBICTPO
coOpara elle fABa KOIbS B CBOMX pyKax ¥ CHOBa Opocuia ux B MajnbuyuKa. Mccell ToNbKo nobexan B
CTOPOHY, 4TOOH 130eKaTh TPAEKTOPUM KOTIUH.

"9T0 OymeT HeMHOTO CJI0KHO, €CJIM OHA TaM BHICOKO... {1 IyMaio, MBI IOJI2KHEL 9TO CAEeJaTh, [Ipaur..." -
noxpymarn Mcceit, popMynupys miaH.

[41 Bcerma roToB, Korma OBl THI HU OBII, TapTHEP]

"Xopormro! Torga gasaire..."

"KbAAAAAA!"

[Tpsimo nepen TeM, Kak Hiccelt ycmen BRI3BaTh YCKOPEHHYIO Iepegaydy, pa3falncs KpUK,
OCTaHOBUBIIKY €ro OT AelicTBuid. Korma Mccent MOBEpHYJI FOJI0OBY B CTOPOHY UCTOYHUKA KPUKA, OH
YBU[IEN JeBYIIKY CO CBETIILIMU BOJIOCAMH, YII0KEHHBIMU B IBa KOPOTKUX OOKOBBIX XBOCTHKA, €€
Haps[, KaK HA CTPAHHO, COCTOSI U3 TOTUYECKUX HapAmoB JlomuTel. "UTo 5T0?! [Ipaka? 4 gonxHa
I103BaTh Ha IIOMOIIB! - B TaHUKe 3aKpuyasa [eByIlIKa.

I'maza Wcceu paclIupunuce Ipyu NOgBIeHUU Ipoxoxero. "4Yro 3a...!? B Takoe Bpems, Kaxk 3to!?"
Hccelt GBICTPO TepeBet B3I Ha CBOET0 MIPOTUBHUKA-TIAALIET0 aHTella, Ha JIMlle KOTOPOTo Urpaa
YXMBITIKa. - BoT geppMo!" He mymasi 6osbiiie HU 0 ueM, Mccelt GbICTPO BCTas nepeq 6JI0HOUHKON 1
OBICTPO TTOBEPHYJICS K Hell CIIMHOM.

[[Tomoxmu! ITapTHED, OHA...!]



"Xm?" Kak pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, Korfa Mcceu ycmbimman rojoc [Ipaira, 3By4aluy Kak
npenynpexaeHre, BHE3AITHO ero TeJio IPOH3uIIa CuiabHas 007b B crinHe U XKuBoTe. Korma Mccei
[IOBEPHYJI ['OJIOBY BHU3, OH YBUIEJ, KaK U3 ero JXMUBOTa BEIPBAJIOCH KOIIbE, CUSIOLIEE PO30OBEIM I[BETOM.
I'ma3a Mcceu pacmupuiuch, KOTga OH YBUEI KOIIbe, ¥ OH HAaKJIOHUJI TOJIOBY, YTOOHI IIOCMOTPETH Ha
cBou 3af. Ero rnasa yBupesnu geBYLIKY-TOT-JIOIH, KOTOpas MPUHSA 103y 4elloBeKa, KOTOPHIM TOJIBKO
YTO 4TO-TO OPOCHII, C YXMBIJIKOM ¥ XOJIOMHBIMY TJla3aMy, YKpallalomuMu ee nuto. "Yepr...!" -
MBICTIEHHO BRIpyTancs Kccel, CTUCHYB 3y0Ohl ¥ KalllIsisl KpoBbio. Ho BCKOpe mociie 3Toro oH
IIOYYBCTBOBaJI, KakK [iBa APYrUX KOMbs, KOTOPBIE OH yKa3asl KakK Komnbsd KOMBI, BOH3UIUCH IPSMO €MY B
TPyOb, B pe3ynbTaTe Yero OH 3aKaluIsaycs elrne 6osbiile cBoed KpoBU. Kombs, IPOH3UBIINE €T0 TEJIO,
pacceuBarOTCS Yepes3 HECKOJIBKO CEKYH], ¥ KaK TOJILKO OHU MCYE3al0T, KPOBb XJIEIIEeT U3 eTr0 paH,
OKpallliBasl 3eMJII0 B KpacCHBIN 11BeT. YyBCTBYs 60/b B TeJle U OBICTPO TePss KpoBh, Mccelt yman
JINIIOM BHU3 Ha [OPOTY.

"Axaxaxa....! Tol JelcTBUTEIbHO HauBeH, Yiccen-KyH... OCTaBUB CIIMHY OTKPBITOU M1 HE3HAaKOMKH,
THI TOTEPSI OOUTENBHOCTE... - HACMEIIIUBO yecMexHyncst FOMa. BrioHnuHKa, KOTOpas HaHecna
OTBETHHIN yaap HMcceto, OricTpo mpubnusuiack K Hell. FOMa ¢ 61arogapHOCThIO TOCMOTpesIa Ha
CBOEro COI3HMKa. - HUKOrga He AyMmarl, 4TO TBOM 3allaCHOM IJIaH NPUTOOUTCSA, MUTTENBT..."

IeBylllka, KOTOPYIO OMO3HaIX KakK MUTTENbT, IPOCTO MT0Kasla IjaedyaMy ¢ CaMOOOBOJILHOM YIBIOKOM. -
He 3a 4T0. A Teneps maBaiiTe... - ee ¢ppa3a Oblyla IpepBaHa KamineM. [IBa mMafIIux aHTena
nocMoTpenu Ha Mcces, KOTOPHIY B IPUCTYIIe Kallljig iexkan Ha COOCTBEHHOM KpOBH. -[I0x0XKe, ThI
IIPOMaxHYJIBCb MMMO €r0 CepAla, - IPOKOMMEHTUPOBaal MUTTEBT.

- Iymaro, emy mpocTo mmoBe30. HeBaxXHO, C TaKOUM PaHOU U MIOTEPEU KPOBU, 3TO 3aUMET BCETO
HECKOJIbKO MUHYT, [I0Ka OH He uc4ye3HeT. [laBal, IOKMOeM OTCIOfQ, - CKa3ana KOMa, roToBsch
B3JIETETh.

"Tlogoxkmu! (Karesnsb) (Kalllenb)...- HU3KUHU Iojoc ocTaHOBWI FOMy Ha monnytu. Oba magmux CMOTPSIT
Ha Mcces, KOTOPHIH ITOBEPHYJI CBOE JIUI0 JOCTATOYHO, YTOOB BCTPETUTHCS Tla3aMU C IepBHIM. -FOMa,
THI MOXKEIIIb OTBETUTh Ha MOM €IMHCTBEHHHIN BOIIPOC? - cripocunt Mccelt 000pBaHHBIM TOHOM.

KOMma Momyanm HeCKOIbKO CEKYH[I, U OHa OTBeTHIIa: "X0opolio, caesai 3To OBICTPO. Y HAc 3[1echk He BCS
HOYB..." (Kamenb!) (Kamens!) "... U TBou Nlerkue y>Ke HEKOTOPOe BpeMs HallOJIHEHH KPOBBIO... -
npopoikuna KOMa, cHOBa ycbilIaB Kaiielnb Hccen.

"(neixTeHue) (mpixTeHue) ThL... MOPBELIb CO MHOM, ceilydac...? - cupocun Mcceii, mony4YuB CTPaHHBIA
B3TJISIT OT [IBYX IAMIINX aHTeJI0OB, KOTOPHIE KaK OYATO YCIIbIIIaNy JeHCTBUTEIBHO TIYIIbIi BOIIPOC.

"Jro...! 31O TO, UTO THI XOUelllb 3HaTh? He TO, KTO S HA caMOM [eJie, UM YTO-TO elle 0 Moel
IIpUYKHE, UK, 110 KparHel Mepe, 4TO 3[eCh AeflaeT 9Ta AeBYyIIKa? - HefoBepuuBo cupocuia FOma,
yKa3bIBasi OOJIBIINM IasblleM Ha MUTTENbT PSIOM C Hel, KOTOPBIA TOIBKO KMBHYJI B 3HAK COTJIACHS.
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