]_[3}7 AHb IMOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK CHJIBHO 3a0uI0Ch ero cepane, Korga OH IIOJIYUHMII O9YKHU APOCTH OT
HMIIepaTopa. OH 3Ham, 4To TEPIIUMOCTD 3TOT'0O IIaPHA Y2K€ OOCTHUTI'JIa CBOETO IIpedeiia.

OH nepebpa Bce HaBLIKK, KOTOPHIE V HETO OBIJIKA, HO 4TO OBl OH He MCII0/Ih30Ball - Pe3yibTaT BCeTha
ObL1 omuH. Korma mapeHb MOHSII 9TO, €r0 pyKa Kpende obxBaTuiia Tanuio bu JIMHTTIOHT, CUIbHEE
IpUXKUMas ee Tello K cBoeMy. [1o KpailHel Mepe, COeJaeT JI 9TO ero CMEPTh HEMHOTO 6ojee
IIOYEeTHOM?

Bu JIunrnoHr Oplla olleoMyeHa, HO OHa Obljla Upe3BhYaliHO yMHa. [leBylIKa ObICTPO MOHSJIA, YTO
OH [leJlaeT, U TYT XKe IoKpacHenla. HayHeM ¢ TOTo, YTO ee ofiexfa ¢ caMoro Hayasa Obljla TOHKOM.
Korpma ux Tena BOT Tak MPUKKUMAJIKACh APYT K APYTY, OHA SICHO OIIyIajia TeIJio, UCXOAUBIIEE OT €ro
KOXKHU.

Cueta Bo [IBopiie Cta L[BeTOB He MOTJIa He BCIITIEITE ¥ Hee B rooBe. OHU BIBOeM ObIIKM BMecTe 0e3
eOUHON HUTOYKHU ofexael. OHa MMOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KAK ee MyIlla 3aTpeleTana, a 00JbIilas YacTh Tela
ocrnabIa.

OHa nofHs1a roJIoBy, 4TOOH ITOCMOTPEeTh Ha Yzkao Proiiuxu. Ecnu Obl 9T0 Ha caMoM fiene 661 Ykao
Proiiuxu, OHa, BEPOSITHO, He 103Bojuiia Ol 13y AHIO TaK MHTHMHO OOHKMMaTh ee. B KOHIle KOHI[OB,
KaK/M OBl TTIVIIBIM HY OBINT HAaCJIeIHBIN ITPUHI], OH BCEe PAaBHO OCTABAJICSI €e HACTOSIIUM MyxKeM. Ee
BOCIIMTAHME KaK J0Yepy 3HATHOTO KJIaHA He T03BOJISJIO el KOorga-mubo JefiaTh YTO-TO BPOae TaKou
O/TM30CTH C OPYTUM MYXKYUHOM Ha r'Jla3ax Y CBOEro Myxa.

Ho veiHemHuN Ykao Prooituyxuy He OblsT c060M. B KaKOI-TO CTENIEHN ee MyXK OB yKe MepTB, a yOuiiia
KOHTPOJIMPOBAJI €ro TeJo.

Bosee Toro, uMmepaTop ¢ camMoro Hayasla IaHApoBas youTs ee. Korga bu JIMHTIOHT mogyMana o
MoryilecTBe Yxkao XaHs, ee 0XBaTUJIO oT4asgHUeE. 3a0yabTe 0 TOM, YTOOB OTOMCTHTD 3@ CBOET0 MyXKa,
Haxke MPOCTO BHIKUTL OBIII0 OB HEBO3MOKHO.

B otyasinuu 6obias 4acTh COMHEHUM U TYPHBIX TPEOYyBCTBUM, KOTOPHIE OHA UCIIHITHIBAA,
ncye3nu. [I0CKOJIbKY OHa BCe paBHO coOupasach yMepeThb, OHa MorJja OBl C TAaKUM XKe YCIEXOM
Pa3037TUTh 3TOTO YeJlIoBEKa Iepey] CMePTHIO. [leByIIKa He TOJTbKO HEe CONPOTUBIISIACE AeHcTBUsAM L3y
AHsI, HO BMECTO 3TOT0 IIPHKaJlaCh CBOMM MSTKHUM TEJIOM K €T0 pyKaM B MUJION ¥ 6eCIIOMOIITHOM
MaHepe.

113y Aub Onin omesomiieH. OH He 0XKHal, YTO OHA Tak MOALIrpaeT eMy. [lapeHs mOHUMAIOIIE
YNBIOHYJICS U IPUTSIHYJ €e HEMHOTO OHXKe.

X3 JIu mo4yyBCTBOBAJI, KaK BCe €ro Tejlo oHeMesio. HecMOTpst Ha TO, UYTO OH OOBUHUI X B POMaHe, OH
CKa3aJl 3TO TOJIBKO [IJIs TOTO, YTOOB 0CKOPOKTh. OH XOPOIIIO TOHKUMAJI XapaKTep HacaeTHOH
IIPUHIIECCH B IpebIayIye rofbl. KTo B 3TOM Mupe He 3HaJI, KaKOW TOPAOM U [TOCTOMHOW OHA Onlna?
BoT moueMy ero MBLIC/IM He CMEeNIM Pa3BUBATLCS B TAKOM HaIllpaBIIEHUH.



Ho oTKyza OH MOT 3HaTh, YTO Y HUX JE€UCTBUTENIBHO OBIJT poMaH? ['TaBHOE ke 3aK/TI04anoch B TOM,
YTO OHM Jaxe Beu cebst mogoOHEIM 00pa3oM nepeq caMuM ummnepatopoM! Heyxenu atu nBoe
ycTanu oT xku3Hu? OH 3aMeTUJI MpayHOe BhIpaXKeHUe JIMla UMIiepaTopa ¥ OBICTPO OTCTYNUII Ha3af.
OH He XOTeJ IOMacTh MO pa3fayy.

YxKao Proityxku MOCMOTPEN Ha HUX 3JI0BEIUM B3raggoM. “OdeHb XOPOIIIOo, BH ABOE YCIIEIUIHO
paso3nunu MeHs”. - Cka3aB 3T0, OH IOOHAJ pyKy. [Iosoca 30710TUCTOrO cBeTa IpoeTena Mexay L3y
AneM u bu JIMHTJIOHT, IBHO HaMepeBasiCh Pa3Iy4YuTh UX.

C KYJILTI/IBaLII/Iefl bu JIMHTIOHT OHa HHMKaK He MOrja COIIPOTUBJIATECA. ,]:[eBy'H.IKa MOT'Jila JIUIIb
Ha6J'IIOI[aTB, KaK 30JI0THCTHIM CBET CTAHOBUTCS Bce Omxke u Omxe.

Iaxke HECMOTPS Ha TO, UTO KyabTUBalus L3y AHS pe3ko BO3pocya, JOMEH UMIlepaTopa OKa3kBall Ha
IIapHS OaBJieHHe [0 TeX I0p, ITI0Ka OH He IepecTaHeT AblmaTh. [Ipu 06bIYHEIX 06CTOSATENbCTBAX, L3y
AHB HYU 3a 4TO He cMOT OBl CpearupoBarTh.

Ho Temeps, Korga mBa Mog3eMenbsi CIMIMCh BOETUHO, 3JIEMEHTEI MUPa CTalld XaOTUUYHBIMU. OHH
HaHecsH yiiep0 [oMeHy UMIIepaTopa, TakK YTO OH He MOT IIOJIHOCTBIO CKOBaTh L3y AH4.

[Tapens ucmonb3oBal Benukyio Bypio, 4ToOb GBICTPO IEPEMECTUTHCS B CTOPOHY. OmHAKO, Ipexke
YyeM OH YCIIesI IIePeBECTH JbIXaHUe, 30JI0TUCTHIM CBET BHE3AITHO U3MEHHUTT HallpaBIeHUe, ITPOI0JIKas
nmeTeTh Ha HUX. OH He OCMeNIMBAJICS OUIMOUTRCS ¥ OBICTPO MCII0Ib30Bas ITomcomueunsi ®aHTasM,
yTOOBI OTIIPABUTH KJIOHOB B UETHIPEX PA3HEIX HaIpaBieHusX. Ho, KOHEYHO Xke, 9TOT 30JI0TOM CBET He
TIOTHAJICS 3a TOAeIbHBIMU KJIOHAMHU, ITPOHOJIXKas MpecieqoBaTh HacTosImero 13y AHs.

“CaMOHAaBO[SINAsACS pakeTa?” - BOCKIUKHYI 113y AHb, BUS, YTO eMy He YUTH, KaK Ol OH HU
yBOpa4YHXBaJCH.

“Yro eme 3a caMoOHaBopsIIascs paketa? Ero 60xkecTBeHHas BOJIS yXKe COCpefloToYeHa Ha Tebe, Tak
YTO, KOHEYHO, THl He CMOXKeIlh c6exkaTh”, - MBICJIEHHO ITpou3Hecia Mu Jlu.

Bu JIuHTTIOHT TaKXke cKa3asa: “He Gecmokoiics 060 MHe. Thl cTaHellb Kyfa ObicTpee, eclii OPOCUIITb
MeHd.”

Mu JIu Oblia OTPsiceHa. “JTa [eBYyIIKa Ha yIUBIIeHNEe BHUMaTe/lbHa .

I3y Anb ycmexnyncs. “Kak st mory 6pocuth TeOs u 6exkaTh OqUH? MBI IPOCTO YMPEM BMECTE, Kak
M000BHUKH, €CITH TIPUAETCS.”

Pa3ym bu JIunrnonr 3atpemnerasn. KisaTBel B BeYHOM /1I00BH, KOTOPHIE JaBaju APYTUe MyKYUHBI,
OOBIYHO MAaJIo 4YTO OJIs1 Hee 3Ha4YM/IH, IIOCKOIbKY X UCTHHHBIE Cepflla MOKHO OBLIO YBUETH TOJIBKO B
TaKyue MOMEHTHI XKM3HU U CMePTH, Kak 3TOT. Korga oHa yBUfesa, YTO OH He XO04eT IOKUAATh ee Jaxke
B TaKO€e BpeMs, BEIpakKeHUe ee JIulla CTajio MArye.



Ykao ProiiuKu BHITTISIAE HEBEPOSITHO Pa3gpakeHHbIM. “ ‘YMpeM Kak ni060BHUKHU ? f 0TpyOiiio Tebe
BCe ITh KOHeuHoCcTel! Torga gasail IOCMOTPUM, Kak BEL yMpeTe BMecTe!” - OH B3MaxHyJl pYKOU, U
ellle OHA I10JI0Ca 30JIOTUCTOr0 CBETa II0JIeTela B UX CTOPOHY.

OpHoM-eQUHCTBEHHOM TI0JIOCH y2Ke OBIJI0 JOCTaTOYHO, YTOOH ToCcTaBUTh L3y AHSI B 6€3BHIXOTHOE
nonoxeHnue. OH cpady ke OKIUKHYN Mu JIu, Korga yBuesn BTOpyto mosiocy. “Crapiuast Cecr...
YuuTens, 4TO HaM Teneps Aenath?!”

Mu JIu XxMbIKHYTa. “Pa3Be TH He OBITT 3aHST TeM, YTO pa3BlieKaJICsS C 3TOM IMpuHIleccoi? Temneps TH,
HaKOHell, BCIIOMHUJI 000 MHe?”

113y AHb 3HaJ, YTO OHA, BEPOSITHO, PACCTPOUIIACh, UYTO OH HE OTBETHUII e paHbIne. OH OBICTPO
mpou3Hec: “4 BBIC/yIIal0 BCe TBOU YIIPEKHU, KOTa MHI IIepeXUBeM 3Ty KaTacTpody! MHe oueHb
CUJIPHO HYKHa TBOS IIOMOIIB!”

OH yKe [ieftan BCe, UTO MOT, U BCe XK€ 3TOT 30JI0TOM CBET yKe cpe3all HECKOJIbKO KYCKOB ero
omexabl. CaMbIM y2KaCHBIM OBIJIO TO, YTO 30JI0TOM CBET IIEIUJICS B €ro Miafliero 6paTta TaMm, BHU3Y.
Ecnu oH He oTpearupyeT JOCTAaTOYHO OBICTPO, TO MOXKET CTaTh MJIaAIINM OpaToM eBHyXa BaHs!
PaHbIlle OH OYeHb TOPOUJICS 9TUM aCIIeKTOM, HO TOJIBKO Cerfyac 0CO3HaJl, YTO BO BCEM OBLIM CBOU
TITIOCHL 1 MUHYCEL. EMY OBITIO TPYIHO YKIOHSITHCS.

Mu Jlu ycMexHyJach, yBULEB, B KAKOM TPYAHOM II0JIOKEHUU OH OKa3aJcs. 3aTeM OHa OBICTPO
npousHecsa: “Thl He cMOXKelllb y0exKaTh IOCjie TOTO, KaK CTajl MUIIEHbI0 eT0 60KeCTBEeHHOW BOJIH.
Boree TOro, 3TOT 30JI0TUCTHIM CBET MOXKET IIOTJIOIATh OKPYKAIOIIYI0 CULy MUpa. UeM [oJblie
IIPONTIUTCS IIOTJIONeHNEe OKPYKalolllel SHePruy, TeM 0osblile OyoeT ero MOIIHOCTb U CKOPOCTh. Bot
II04YeMy JIyYIIUH BBIXO[ - IPOCTO OCTAHOBUTHLCS U IOCMOTPETH CMEPTHU B JIUI0”.

“TTocmoTpeTs cMepTH B Mu10?” - 113y AHb HaXMypHUJICSA. YUUTEIBasA Pa3HUIY B UX KyJIbTUBALUAX, HE
OBLIO M CTOJIKHOBEHUE JIUIIOM K JIUIY OOBIYHBIM CaMOyOHUWCTBOM?

Ho mBa 3010THCTHIX OTOHBKA YZ&Ke 0Tpe3alii BCe MYTU K OTCTYIIJIEHHUIO. Y Hero He OBIIO BpeMeHU
CJIMIIKOM MHOT'O OyMAThb 00 3TOM, ¥ OH BHIXBAaTHJI CBOU Medy.

[Tapens ucnons3oban CHexHoro ®enukca, u JlegsHoit Meu pa3pyOus gBe MOJIOCH 30JI0TOTO CBETA.
OH He Koyebasncs 1 HeMe[JIeHHO BOCII0Ib30Bancss OTHeHHEIM OeHUKCOM, UCTI0Nb3ysi OTHEHHBIH
Knunok.

HecMmoTps Ha TO, 4TO cuia aTaku ['omy6oro JlyaHa Ovina Benuka, v L3y AHs He ObIIO TEXHUKU
37eMeHTa fiepeBa. Kpome Toro, 30J10TUCTHIE OTOHBKY 3ar0pajiuCh CIIUIIKOM OBICTPO, TaK YTO V HETO
He ObUIO BpeMeHU Ha Impu3skwiB ['omy6oro JlyaHa.

CpaBHI/ITeJ'ILHO TOBODPA, y HETO OBILIIM BHICOKME HABBIKM 0051 CO CTUXUSIMHU JIbla U OT'H. OH He mocMmen
COEPZXKHUBATHCA B TAKOM MOMEHT M MCIIOIL30BaJl 00a CBOMX HABHIKA.



['ma3a X3 JIu paclIupuianch, KOTHa OH YBUMEN 9Ty CIeHY. OTOT COIJISK JelCTBUTENIbHO UMeeT NOCTYII
K [IByM 371eMeHTaM? JTOT (akT yxKe IMOTHOCTHIO OMPOKUALIBAET 3OPaBhiil CMBICII MUApa Ky/IbTUBALUHU!
HeynuBuTesnbHO, YTO OH yXKe TaKOU CMeXOTBOPHO CUJIBHBIM B CBOeM Bo3pacTe! Eciu o3BonuTts eMy
BBIPACTH, HACKOJILKO a0CypOHOI CTaHeT ero cuia?

*B3mox*, Kajb, YTO OH CTOMT JIMIIOM K JIHIY ¢ uMiepaTopoM. OH HaBepHsiKa ympet. Hy u 4To ¢ TOTO,
YTO TH TeHUU? HacTosIui TalaHT - 3TO YMeHHUE alallTUPOBATHCS K 00CTOSITEIbCTBAM, KaK .

Uxkao Produxu Takxke siCHO Bumen Jlegsuou Meu u Oruenubiii KnuHok. Ero OpoBu cierka
HaXMYpHUJIUCh. ITOT peGeHOK BCe 3TO BpeMs OblJT TAKUM TaJlaHTJIUBHIM?

OpHako B MUpeE CYIIeCTBOBAJIH JIIOAU, MpobynuBiire B cefe IBe CTUXUH, TaK YTO OH He HaXOMUII eT0
CIIOCOOHOCTH TaKUMHU YK YOUBUTENbHBIM. OH JIUIIL ellle CUIbHee pelun youTs L3y Aus.

1”

“Trl mepeornieHuBaells cedsi!” - mpoBopyan oH. HecMoTps Ha TO, YTO TexHUKHU LI3y AHs ObUIM
BBIQIOIIMMUCS, UX BCE PAaBHO He XBaTajlo, YTOOE OTPA3UTh aTaKy UMIIepaTopa.

Koneuno xe, Jlemsguot Meu u1 OrHeHHBIH KIWHOK BHITIAAENIN 3HAUYUTEIIBHO OOJIBIE, YeM IBa
30JIOTUCTHIX OTOHbKA, HO OHU MTHOBEHHO PacCeuBaJIUCh IPU COIIPUKOCHOBEHUHU. TeM He MeHee, [IBe
TEXHUKH He OBUIH IOJTHOCTHIO Oecroie3Hsl. [[Ba 30JI0TUCTHIX OTOHBbKA SIBHO CTA/IM HAMHOT'O TYCKJIEe.

113y AHb TOYYBCTBOBAN OTYasgHue. [JeICTBUTEIBHO JIM pa3HUlla MeXay HUMU Obljla Tak BeJluKa?
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“IOoctaub Koten!” - BocknukHyna Mu JIu, mo-BUIUMOMY, TaKXkKe BIlafjasi B IAHUKY.

Y 1I3y Aus He Ov1110 BpeMeHU 06gyMaTh ciaoBa Mu JIu. OH UHCTUHKTUBHO npu3Bai Koten [IeBATH,
BBICTABUB ero Iepen coboii. [1Ba 30JI0THIX OTOHbKA, Ka3aJ0Ch, Bpe3aiuCh B HETO KaK pa3 MOMEHT
TI0siBNIEHU s, pa30buBmuch 0 Koten [eBsTH.

*Bym!*

CHapyXu OOHECCS TSXKeJbli, HO MPUTIYIIeHHbIH 1yM. Bece conmpmaTsl moMecthst Kopons Liu
CXBaTWIXCH 3a VI, UX Nulla nobnenHenu. KpoBb XJIBIHYyIa U3 YIIel U HOCOB TeX, KTo obanan 6oee
HU3KUM PAHT'OM KYyJIbTHBAIH.

113y AHb, KOTOPHIH OBl GJTHKe BCEX K MECTY CTOJIKHOBEHHUSI, IIOYYBCTBOBAJI Ce0s y2KaCHO, KOT/Ia BCS
ero KpoBb ¥ Ku BCKoOJbIXHY1ach. OMHAKO Ba 30JI0TUCTHIX OTOHbKA YK€ UCUE3JIH.

3eNeHb KOTen nu3aai HU3KUU I'yJlL. Ha ero IIOBEPXHOCTH IIOABUIIMCE OBE €[JBa 3aMETHbI€ OTMETHUHEI U
crabas TPEIIrHa, ABHO BEISBAHHAA OBYMS 30JI0OTBIMHU OTHSIMMU.

113y Aub OBln KpaliHe pa3mocagoBaH, YBUEB, YTO mpou3oiino. Mu JIu ckasana: “He BOTHYHCS, ThI



CMOXKeIIb TOYMHUTD €T0, KaK TOJIbKO Hay4YHUIIThCS COBEPIIEHCTBOBATh apTedakThl. XM, eclid OBl He TOT
dakT, uto Korten [eBsATU He 3aBepILEH, JaxKe MOIIHAs aTaKa 3TOTO MTapHs He cMOorjia Okl HaHeCTH
eMy HUKaKOro ypoHa.”

“O?” - UmnepaTtop yBULEN, KaK MaJIeHbKUY 3eJIeHBIM KOTEJIOK NEeUCTBUTEIbHO CMOT OTPa3UTh €0
aTaKy ¥ OCTaThCS IeNIBIM. JDTO IBHO OBIJI0 COKpoBuille. C TOYKY 3pEHUS OLIEHKH, OHO JOIKHO OBIIO
OBITH, TI0 KpaliHel Mepe, Ha 6ecCMepTHOM ypoBHe. HeT, Ha ypoBHe nereHmapHoro 6oxecTsa!

C ero cujoi ¥ CTaTyCOM HMIIePaToOpP He CIIHIIKOM 3a00THIICS 0 COKPOBHINAX 6ECCMEPTHOTO YPOBHS.
Ho ecnu peus ugeT 00 ypoBHE JereHIapHoro 6oxkecTsa... OH oIpeaeeHHO NOMKeH 3aloly4YnuTh
Takoe cokpoBuine! Yzkao XaHb BHITAHYII TafOHb, CXBATUB KOTEJI HEBUIUMOM PYKOM.

113y Aub Obin Hanmyral. OH moYyBCTBOBAJ, YTO KoTen [IeBSITH BOT-BOT IIOKHHET €r0, ellle 10 TOro, Kak
IIOSIBUJIACh 3Ta pyKa.

BHe3anHo cBepXy CITyCTUIACh 110JIoca (pUOIEeTOBOI0 CBETA, UI€aIbHO TOPA3UB yKaCaloIIyio
HEBUOUMYIO PYKY ¥ pa3Hecs ee Ha YacCTH.

I'ma3a Yxkao PoMuxkyM Cy3unuch, KOTa OH BHE3aIHO IOHSI roioBy. Hebo yke ©3MeHUI0 CBOM I[BET,
mpexme 4eM KTo-mu00 3aMeTus 9To. KpacHas TpellrHa, T0X0XKasi Ha OTPOMHEIH T'J1a3, mpope3ala
TOPH30HT.

BecuucieHHbIe OCTIENUTENIbHbBIE BCIILIIIKY MOJIHUM 00pyIIMBaIuCh ¢ HeGec ¢ yKacamwlei aypou. dTa
clleHa Obl/Ta II0X03Ka Ha caM KOHeI] cBeTa!
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