EBHyx Jly Obin omentomies. OH He 3HaJl, T0YeMy UMIIepaTPHUIla BOPYT Peluia H3MEeHUTh UX IIJIaHH.

OnHako 0T ero BHUMaHUS He YCKOJIb3HY/IH ee MOJIHOCTHIO ITOATSIHYTOe TeJ0 U BeIpaxkeHue nuila. Kak
MYXUWHa... UJIY, 110 KpaliHel Mepe, KaK OBIBIINY MyXK4UHA, OH 3HaJI, YTO B TOT MOMEHT
BEICOKOMEPHAS ¥ yIPsiMasi UMIIepaTpulla yxKe Obljia MOTHOCTEIO IIOKOPEHA.

Korpga on mymain 06 3TOM, eT0 0XBaTHIBa/IM OrOpPYEeHUE U PEBHOCTH, ¥ B TO K€ BPEMsSI OH MCIIBITHIBAI
HesICHBle 3MOINU. BripazkeHre ero Juila HECKOJIbKO pa3 MeHs10Ch. HeCKOJIbKO pa3 eMy X0TelloCh
BOPBAThLCS ¥ YOUTH 3TOT0 HEHABHCTHOIO MTapHS, HO OH 00SJICSI OCKOPOUTH UMIIEPATPHULLY.

B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, OH HCIIyCTHUI HpﬂXJ’IBIfI B3[0X, PEINB yBaXaTh PEIIeHre UMIIePaTPUIIEL.

[To mpoIecTBUY OONITOTO BpEMEHH BCe TEeJI0 UMIIePaTPUIIbI 0OMSIKII0, KOT[la OHA CBEPHYJIACh
KaJIJauuKoM B 00bATHAX [[3y AHS KaK KOTeHOK. OHa IMOCMOTpesia Ha HETO C YPE3BbIYaNHO CII0KHBIM
BhIPaKEHUEM JINIIA.

“IToueMy THI TaK Ha MeHs CMOTpHIL?” - [[3y AHb TOYYBCTBOBAJI I'0OJI0BHYI0 0071b. TONBKO TENEPH,
II0CJIe TOr'0, KaK OH HEMHOTI'0 YCIIOKOUJICS, ITapeHb IOHSJI, YTO Ha 3TOT pa3 IIOCTYIUII CIUIIKOM
onpoMmeTynBo. Ecnu Ovl uMnepaTop y3Has, 4to L3y AHb mpupasn uMnepaTpuile CBOI0 COOCTBEHHYIO
bopMy - napeHb Obl HEMe[JIEHHO IIPeBPaTUICs B Ienesl. B 3ToT MOMeHT, Kyfa Ovl OH HU GexXal,
uMIiepaTop OLl TOYHO ero yOul.

Ho oH momkeH OBII IPHU3HATH, YTO UMIIEPATPUIlA JeHCTBUTEILHO OBIIa TOBOJIBHO... MOKPO.
ViMmepaTop OeiCTBUTENILHO OCTABUJI TaKyl0 PeiKyi0 KpacaBully 0e3 BHUMaHUS Ha IPOTSIKEHUU BCEX
atux net? Torga Kakoi BooOIIe CMBICH OBITh CUJIBHEWIIIUM B 3TOM MUPE?

ViMmepaTpuila cjierka mpuoTKpHIIa POT, Kak OyYATO X0Tella YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO 3aTeM 3aKoye0asach.
B KoHIle KOHII0B, OHa He CMOTIJIa COepXaThCd U TUXO Ipou3Hecsa: “HakoHen-To g IOHUMAl0, I04YeEMY
nepBasg Mucc Uy Tak npefaHa TaKOMYy HeTO[s10, KaK Thl .

“Heropsr?” - LI3y AHIO He IOHPABUJIOCh 3TO ONKUCaHNeE, U OH YIIUIIHYII ee.

“Ax...!” - B TpeBOTre BOCKIUKHYJIa UMIlepaTpulia. “f xBanumna 1eb6s, ScHO?”

113y Aub yneibHyncs. OH monxKeH ObIT MIPHU3HATh, YTO [TOXBaJia OT TAKOW BEIMKOJIEITHOMN KEeHIIWHHI,
o0afaBieil TaKUM CTATyCOM, CHejlana ero Ype3BblYaiiHO CYaCTIIUBEIM.



['pymp MMITepaTPHUITH B3ORIMANach 1 omyckanack. OHa BCe ellle Tpe6GriBaia B OTTOJIOCKAX TOTO, YTO
TTPOM30ILIO0 TOMbKO YT0. OHa MOTTafuiIa IlapaluHbl HA ero miedax u cnpocuna: “Tebe 60mbHO?”

113y AHb pa3gpaxKkeHHO OTBETHUIL: “Y Tebs TaKue OCTphle HOTTH... HeyKenu He SCHO?”

ViMmepaTpulla XUXUKHYyIa. “OTO THl BAHOBAT B TOM, YTO OB TAKUM I'pyOBIM. BOT mouemy s He cMora
cebst KOHTPOJIMPOBATh...” - OHA BHE3AIMMHO 3aModasia. 2KeHIuHa HeXKHO ITI0CMOTpesIa Ha Hero CBOMMHU
3aTyMaHeHHBIMHU I'Jla3aMH, [I0CJIe Yero COo B3I0XOM CKa3asa: “Bce rosop4r, uto Ero BenuuecTBy HeT
pPaBHBIX B 3TOM Mupe. OgHAKO TOIBKO S 3HAI0, YTO B 9TOM acCIleKTe THl Ha CaMOM [ejie Jiydiie ero.”

OT1u cnoBa ObliM MOJOOHE! 3BYKY BoeHHEIX OapabanoB. Kak mor 113y AHb cnepxkuBatbcs? OH
IIEPEBEPHYIJI ee ¥ CHOBA MOTPY3UJIc B 1oje 60s.

Korga He6o nmposicHUIIOCH, eBHYX JIy HAaKOHEII BOIIe] B IIOKOU UMIIepaTpUlibl. I1porio copceM
HEMHOT'0 BpeMeHHU C TeX I0p, Kak yiuien 113y Aub. Ero B3rsaa CKOIL3HYI 0 6€JI0CHEKHOMY Tely,
IIOKPBEITOMY CJI0eM pyMsHIa. Ero grixaHue y4aCTUIOCh.

HWMnepaTtpulia IOIJIOTHEE 3aKyTajlaCh B Of€SJI0 U HACMEIIMBO XMBIKHYJIa. “Jero Thl Tak yCTaBUJICA?
He moxozke, 4TO THI CMOZKEIIb 3TO cAejaTh.”

BripakeHue nuila eBHyxa JIy BCKa3uI0Ch, KOTIa OH YCJIBIIIAN 3TH cioBa. OH OB IepernoaHeH 60JIbio
¥ COXKaJIeHueM. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, OH CMOT TOJIbKO B3[0XHYTb. “HUH, s 3Ha10, YTO TH BCE eIlle BUHUIIb
MEHS 3@ TO, YTO Y MeHs He ObII0 BO3MOXKHOCTH 3alUTUTh TeOs Torma”.

WmnepaTpuila pa3BoJIHOBaach U 0TBeTHUNA: “HeT HUYero CTpaHHOTO B TOM, YTO Thl HE CMOT
nobenuTh Yxkao XaHs. B KOHIE KOHIIOB, OH ©MIlepaTop. KTo Boo6IIIe MOXKeT moMeIaTh eMy
3al0JIyYUTh TeX XKEHIIUH, KOTOPHIX OH X04ueT? 1 HUKOrfa He BUHUIA Te0s 3a 970!

“EnMHCTBEHHOE, 3a 4YTO 5 TeOs HeHaBUXKY, TaK 3TO 3a TO, UTO THL... THl IEMCTBUTEIHLHO YCTPOUIICS BO
OBOpeEL ¥ cTan eBHyxoMm!”

BripaxkeHue nuiia eBHyxa JIy Ob110 moiHOo 6onu. “Torga MHe Ob110 6eCKOHeYHO 00JIbHO. f He 3Hal,
YTO 5 [OJIKEH OB cenaTh, YTOOB 3aIUTUTE Te€0sI. ITO ObIT e QUHCTBEHHBIN CII0C00, KOTOPHIH
npuies MHe B roj1oBy! TobKO TOTHa s MOT OBl ITPOMOIKATL COMPOBOXKAATH TE0S, MPOIOJIKATh
OCTaBaThCS PSAIOM C TOOOM”.



“Kak 6ecrione3Hno”, - ycMexHynach uMmmneparpuiia. “Th maxe 6071ee HUKUEMHEBIN, yeM L[3y AHB,
KOTOPBIH CerOgHs CO MHOU cran”.

“¢ yonio ero!” - I'ma3a eBHyxa JIy OBIJIM COBEPIIEHHO KpaCHHIMU. Hu ofguH MyK4uHa He CMOT OB
BBIHECTHU TAKOT'0 YHUKEHUS, faxe ecyii OH 00JIbIle 1 He ObIT MyKYUHOM.

Brr ycnemino 3atponuiuny JIy Hu Ha +1024 +1024 +1024...

He Tak paneko, 113y AHb IOATIPBITHYJI B UCIIyTe€ OT BHE3AIIHOI'0 BCIJIECKA 0YKOB IPOCTU. Kak ke OH
YMYOPUJICS CIPOBOLIMPOBATh eBHyXa JIy?

VimmepaTpuila ycMexHynach. “«Y0nio, yobio, yorio»! Ecnu y TeOs ecTh Takast BOSMOXKHOCTD, TOTTIa
unu u yoer Yxkao Xans!”

Jly Llu MTHOBEHHO YBSIJI, YCIIBIIIAB UMS UMIIepaTopa. “9To s BUHOBAT B CBOE OeCIoie3HOCTH”.

HMnepaTpulia B3MaxHyjla PyKOX U HECKOIBKO yCTaslo IPOXU3Heca: “3adeM MBI TOBOPUM O TaKuX
CTaphIX Belax? { yxKe NaBHBIM-IaBHO OCTaBHa BCe 103aau. { ycTana, Tak 4YTO THl MOXKEIIb YUTH.'

)

EBnyx Jly, Ka3anoch, BHe3allHO BHIIIET U3 CBOETO OllelleHeHus. “BepHo, moyeMy MblI He YOUIIH €ro,
KaK JOroBapuBaIiCh, 8 BMECTO 3TOT0 OTIYyCTUNU? UTO, eCliK 9TO gefio packpoeTcs? Baiie
BeJIMYECTBO, Bac Ka3HAT!”

VimmepaTpuiia moarnepsia mog0opoioK PyKoH, ee Tila3a ObIIN M0Ty3aKpHITEL. “He BONMHYHCS, OH
HamyraH 0oJibllle, Y4eM Mbl. 3a4eM eMy pacKphiBaTh YTO-TO IOm00HOE?”

EBHyx Jly HaxmMypucs u nIpousHec: “MepTBbie BCe PaBHO IyUllle XPaHAT CEKPeThl” - 3aTeM OH C
3aBHCTHIO IOCMOTPEJT Ha HEe U CIPOCHUIT: “Ballle BeIMYeCTBO, TOJIBKO He TOBOPUTE MHE, UTO BaM
OEeNCTBUTEBHO HPABUTCS 3TO OTPOAbe?” - Ero oXBaTuIa OTPOMHAs PEBHOCTD, KOT{Ia OH BCIIOMHUII
BHIpaXkKeHUe JINIa, KOTOPOe BUIET pPaHee.

“OTOT napeHs AEUCTBUTEIBHO JOBOJIBLHO Xopoul”. - UMnepaTpulia B3goxHya. “Ho Th IeMCTBUTEIBHO
OyMaelllb, YTO My2K4YKHe TakK JIeTKO IIONYUHUTD 3Ty uMieparpuny?” - OHa OTKphLIa Iia3a.
OuapoBaTeNibHOE BhIpaxkeHue, KOTOpoe ObIIO Y Hee, Korfa oHa Onina ¢ 1[3y AHeM, ITOJTHOCThI0
MCYe3JI0, TeTeph ero CMEHU JeNeH N, BHYIAOUNN 6/1aroroBeiH bl TpeneT B3TTIs.

EBnyx Jly B3goxuyn. Kak u oxuganocs, 9To Obna Ta camas JIto HuH, ¢ KOTOpO# OH ObLT 3HAKOM.
OnHako OH Bce eltle ObLT OJOH kanob. [To KpaliHel Mepe, B TOT MOMEHT THI OblJIa IOKOPEHAa 3TUM



yeoBeKOM. - KoHeuHO, OH He ObIT HACTOIBKO Ty, YTOOH CKa3aTh 9TO BCITyX. BMECTO 9TOTO eBHYX
crpocunt: “Torga o4YeMy BBl TIOMEIIad MHe 4TO-Tu00 caenaTh? B miaHe ecTh Kakasi-To oumribka?”

OuapoBaHKe UMIEPATPULLI IOCTENIEHHO yTaciio, CMEHUBILUCH €€ 0OBIYHBIM BEICOKOMEPHEM U
YyBCTBOM COOCTBEHHOT'0 NOCTOMHCTBA. “fl y3Hana oT Uy UysiHb, YTO, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO BCE €€
MepHUANaHH OblJIM YHUUTOXKEHH B CEKPETHOM NIOfI3eMelbe, K TOMY BpDeMeHH, KOTfla OHa BBIIIA, OHa
Oblla MOJTHOCTBIO HCliesleHa. bonee Toro, ee KynbTUBaIus faxe Bo3pocna”

“Uy Yysanas u LI3y Aub 00a cKa3aju, 94To 3To u3-3a 3¢ dekTa [TpuspayHoro Jlotoca, HO Ml 06a 3HaeM,
yTo [Tpu3payunsiil JIOTOC MOXKET JIUILIb YBEIUYUTH Ky/IbTHBaIM0. Kak OH MOT BOCCTAHOBUTH CUJIBHO
pa3pylieHHble MEPUANAHEI?

“H3 mobonwiTcTBa g 3agana Uy UysHb ellle HECKOJIbKO BOIPocoB. Cyfs 1o ee KojieOaHUsAM U
CMVIIEHUI0, BEPOATHO, UMEHHO B TOM TallHOM II0I3eMeJIbe OHU I10-HACTOSLIEMY CTalId MyXKeM U
XKeHon.”

“Cyns 110 JaHHBIM, KOTOPBIE MBI TIOJTYYUIIM, 9T [BOE NOJIKHBI OBLIM OBITH XKEHATH TOJIHKO
HOMMHAaNbHO. OOHAKO TI0CTIe 9TOT0 COOBITHS OHU CTalIu HeBEPOsTHO 61u3ky, u Uy YysaHb TakkKe
TIOJTHOCTBIO IIPHUHSIIA €T0. S 0TKa3BIBAJICS BEPUTH, UTO TaKas BRIIAIONIASICS AeBYIIKa, Kak Yy YysiHb,
OblTa TOKOPEeHa TOJIBKO ITOTOMY, YTO BCTYIIMJIA B HACTOSIIHE OTHOIIEHUS C MyK4uHOM. [loyKHa Oblia
OBITH [IpyTast IPUYHHA.

“CBs13aB 3TO C HEBEPOSITHHIM ITOJTHHIM BOCCTAHOBJIEHUEM €€ Pa3pyLIeHHBIX MEPUIUAHOB, S
TTPENTION0XKUIIA, YTO 9TO, CKOPEe BCET0, KaK-TO CBI3aHO C 3aKPEIJIEHUEeM UX OTHOIIEHUN. THl 3HAEIb,
YTO IOCJIEHNE HECKOJIBKO JIET S TOJIBKO TePsijia HafleXKy Ha CBOe BHI3OPOBIIeHUE. [laxe
He3HAYHUTeNIbHass BO3MOXKHOCTb TOTO CTOMIA

“Ilaxe ecnu OBI s OIMOIIACh B CBOUX IIPEMINOJIOKEHUSIX, 9TO HE UMeJI0 ObI O0IBIOr0 3HaYeHusI. MeHs
CTOJIBKO JIET He MOCEeIIasH, YTO 51 OB IPOCTO OTHECIIACh K 9TOMY KaK K CITy4aiHON MHTPUKKE Ha
omuH neHb. Ho mocie 9Toro ciy4as s IOHSIJIA, YTO MOU ITOOO3PeHUs ObITA BEPHBI. ICCEHIUS KPOBH
9TOr0 MapPHS OeMCTBUTEILHO MOXKET IMUTATh ¥ BOCCTAaHABINBAThL MEPUOUAHEL.”

ViMmepaTpulla pa3MbIIIisSiaa BCIyX. 9TO 3By4asio TakK, Kak OyaTo oHa 00bSICHSIA, HO B TO K€ BpeMs
Tak, Kak Oy[ITO OHa IPUBOJXJIa B IOPSIAOK CBOU COOCTBEHHEIE MBIC/IH. B TO e BpeMs OHa, Ka3asocCh,
BEIIIJIECKHUBAJIAa CBOE Pa3oyapoBaHue Ha UYxkao XaHs.

EBHyx JIy Toxe mpuiien B BO30yxkaeHue. “II0CKOIbKY MBI y2Ke TOOUINCH yCIleXa, TOTa M0YeMy Ml
He YOUTTH eTo, KaK IJTaHKpOBasu? 4 Bce elle MOTY YCIIeThb, €CJIM BHIIBUHYCH ITPSIMO ceryac.”

ViMmepaTpuila mokadasia rojioBoi. BripaxkeHue ee nuila ObJI0 HEMHOTO CTPaHHBIM. “Bce HEMHOTO
OTJINYAETCS OT TOr'0, YTO MBI flyMasIu. ITOT TUIl MeTOMa He 3aBepllaeTcs 3a OOUH pa3, a CKopee
TpebyeT AUTENbHOTO JIeueHusl. MepuauaHbl, KOTOPhIe ObITM OBPEXKIEHE paHee, yXKe MOTyYuIu



nuTa"ue. ECTh Ipr3HaKyW BRHI3OOPOBIEHHUS, HO OOHOTO Pa3a fajieKo He J0CTaTOuYHOo. HeyouBUTENbHO,
yto Yy Uysiub u LI3y AHb BIIOCTIEICTBUYM HACTOIBKO COmuCh. OHa Obllla HEBUHHOM IE€BYIIIKOM, U BCE
JKe ee MUD IIepeBOpadyMBalICsl C HOT Ha rOJIOBY [eHb 3a fHeM. Brino Ol ellle cTpaHHee, eCiu Okl B
KOHEYHOM MTOT€ 9TOT ITapeHb €1 He IIOHPaBUICd.”

BripaxkeHue nulla eBHyXa JIy HallOTHUIOCh OMHOBPEMEHHO 00JIbI0 ¥ BOJTHEHUEM, KOTIa OH YCIIBIIIAT,
YTO UMIIepaTpulie TpebyeTcs ‘mmuTenbHoe nedyenue’. OH He MOT yhaepzKaThCs OT Bompoca: “Torga Kak
HacueT Ballero Benudyectsa? OH HaYHET BaM HPaBUTCS Tak Xke, Kak u Uy YysaHp?”

ViMmepaTpulla paBHOZYIIHO OTBeTHIA: “TH YTO, JyMaelllb, S KaKas-TO HauBHAas MaJeHbKas JeBoYKa?
Thl 3HAEID, Kakas 51, U Thl 3Haelllb, YTO MHE HYKHO. [laxe YKao XaHb HOMep OOUH B MUpe HE CMOT
MeHS TOMUYMHUTE, TAK YTO XK€ CMOXKeT caenaTth 9ToT LI3y AHb? OH He 0ojiee 4yeM xopsiuee
JIeKapCTBO.”

Ecnu 651 113y AH OBl 30€Ch, OH YBUAET ObI COBEPIIEHHO APYTYI0 CTOPOHY 3TOW KEHIIKUHBI, KOTOpas
paHee HEXHO Jiexasa B ero 06baATusAX. Kak 1 0Xuganoch, 4eM KpacuBee XKeHIIMHA, TEM JIy4Ile OHa
yMeria Jrathb.
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