YBuUpeB ollIeIOMJIEHHOE BeIpaxKeHue nula L3y AHs, umnepaTpuila, HaKOHeL], II0Hsa, YTO TOJIBKO YTO
CKa3saJsa, U ee I1eKu IoKpacHeny. “O yeM, 4epT BO3bMHU, TH AyMaells? Mou TpaBMEL CEePLE3HEL, 1 He
MOTy cupeTb. MHe HyXXHO Jieyb Ha KpoBaTh!”

113y Aub cMyIIeHHO yiBEIOHYICS. “Bel Hanyranu MeHs 1o cMeptu! f gymai, 4To BHL...”

VimmepaTtpuiia GeipkHyna: “Tel AyMa, 4To s X0TeJla IepecnaTh ¢ To0ou? YTo 3a IIyIble MBICTTH
BepTSTCS y Tebs B royioBe? f1 melCTBUTENbHO MOHATHS He uMelo, uTo YysiHb B Tebe Halta.”

113y AHb, HecIIMl ee K KPOBaTH, OBLII oIesioMyeH. “Ballle BEICOUECTBO, Bhl 3HaeTe YysaHb?”

“OpmHaXX gl MBI Y2Ke BCTPeYaIuch B mpouioM. C paHHUX JIeT OHa 06j1a7asia IePBOKIIaCCHBIMU
BHEIIHOCTBIO ¥ XapaKTepoM, 6eCUrCIeHHOe MHOXKECTBO 071arOPOMHBIX CHIHOBEH IIBITAIUCh YXaXKHUBATh
3a Heu”. B rojoce uMnepaTpuilsl IPo3By4aso HeEMaJIO IOXBaJIbL.

Bce ee Tej0 BHE3AMHO HANPATI0Ch. Ee OpOBU CBENIUCH BMECTE B HANPSIAKEHHOM rpuMace, 1 OHa Oblia
He B COCTOSTHUY TIPOLOJIKATh Pa3roBOpP.

KeHmuHa IMOYYBCTBOBaAJId, KaK YTO-TO TBEPOOE IIPUXKUMAETCA K €€ TeIly. CHauarma oHa
IIPEeAIIOIOKHUIIA, YTO 3TO KMH2KAJI UJIKM KaKOEe-TO APYroe opyxue, II03TOMYy He 06paTHna Ha 3TO
CJIMIIKOM MHOI'O BHUMAHUA.

OpHako OHa BHE3AITHO YTO-TO BCIIOMHUJIA, ¥ UMEHHO TOT/la OHA ITOHSJIA IIPaBay. ITO BeOb
uMIiepaTopckui asopel! Kak OH MOT IIPOHECTH CIofia OpyXKue?

Ee nuuo cHavasa OKpacHesio, I0Cjle 4ero nNoTeMHeo. “Tvl IPOKIIATOE OTPOALE, TH U IIpaBaa
nep30k! Kak Tel cMeelllb UMeTh TaKue MBICIIU 110 OTHOIIEHUIO K CBOeU uMnepartpuie!”

Brl ycnemno 3atponunu JIto HuH, 3apaboras 233 ouka sipocTu!

OHa He ObIJIa HU I0HOM, HY HEBUHHOM, II09TOMY He CTeCHS/Iack. BMECTO 3TOr0 XKeHIIMHA Cpa3y Xe
oTpyrasa ero.

113y AHb mpoBopyat npo ceds. OH MOT JIUIIL TOMKITAThCS 0OBSICHUTHCS. “Bhl HE MOXKETe BUHUTh
MeHS 3a 9T0! ¥V mo00oro HOpMalbHOT'0 MyKYKMHE OblyTa ObI TaKas 3Ke peakius, eciiu Obl OH JepKaj B
pPyKax TaKyio HeBEpPOSITHYIO KpacaBHIly, KakK Bil. Brio OHI elile 6oJiee CTpaHHO, ec/iu Obl HUKAKOMH
peakIuu BooOIIe He IMoCIefoBao”.

ITaxke OH YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO ero 00BbsICHEHME OBIIO HOBOIBHO OECCTHIIHBIM. B KaKO# CUTyaIluu OHU
0Ka3aJIuCh?



WmnepaTtpuiia ycMexHynack. “He CIUIIKOM U TpeyBeNlnyeHa TBOS peakiusi?”

Koxa 113y AHst OblsIa TBEpP2Ke TOPOACKOW CTEHBL. “ITO 03HAUAET TOIBKO TO, UTO O0asiHUe Ballero
BLICOYECTBA CJIMIIIKOM BEJIHUKO”.

WmnepaTtpuiia Oblyla Tak pasrHeBaHa, YTO BMECTO 3TOr0 paccMmesiniach. «O? Torma TH fyMaelllb, s
momKHa ObITH 9TOMY paga?”

113y AHb CO B3[0OXOM IIOJIOXKHUJI ee Ha KpoBaTh. “MMmepaTpulia, BE He 00bIYHAS KEHIHA. Bhl
[OJIXKHEL 3HaTh, YTO 3TO OBUIO HE HAPOYHO. f He XOTeJ BBI3BIBATHCS BO BCE 3TO C CAMOT0 Havasa.
[TpocTo BHL... KxM, Tak 66110 yrogHo cyab0e. HeT He06XOIUMOCTH CIIOPUTH U3-3a TAKOT'0 IYCTSIKa.»

WmnepaTpuiia, 0O4eBUIHO, TOHUMAJIa IPUYKMHEI, CTOSIIHE 3a 3TUM. OOHAKO OHA yKe IMPUBHIKIIA K
CBOEMY BEICOKOMY ¥ BCEMOTYIIEMY ITOI0KEHU0. [I03BONMUTH €My COPBATHCS C KPIOYKA 3a TaKOU
IIPOCTYIIOK OBIIO el He 1o ayire. “Xmd! Kak Takoe MOXKeT CUMTAThCS MYCTSIKOM IJIST Hac, KEHIIUH?
ThI TOCMeN IPOSIBUTL KO MHE HeyBaxKeHUe, YTO ITOKA3bIBaeT, KaK MaJio Tkl C CaMOT0 Havdana
CUYHUTACIILCS C TPABUIaMK ¥ 9TUKETOM, ¥ JOKA3bIBAET, YTO THI IPOCTO Heromsi. YTo XK, Torma,
IOJIXKHa JTH 51 paccka3aTh 00 aToM Ero BenmuyecTBy u npuka3aTh U30UThL Te0S [0 cMepTu?”

Ona 3ameTHIia HAM€EK Ha 3J'IO6y, HpOMeHBKHYBH.II/IfI B I''tTa3aX L[3y AH4d TIOCTIE ee CJIOB, KakK pa3 1iepen
TE€M, KaK Ha Hee HaJaBHuJla TAXKeJlad CUJla.

“Yro... YTo THI TBOPHUIIL?” MMIIepaTpulia Biaja B IaHUKY OT BeCa MYXKYUHEI, TaK TECHO
IIpUXKaBIIerocs K Hel. Ee CIIOKOKMHOe BeIpakeHNe UCUe3JI0, M OHA OTIIPSHY/a Ha3af.

HeBoamytumeiit 113y AHb HafaBUJI € Ha IIJI€Y0 ¥ CMEPUJT XOJIOOHEIM B3TJIsImoM. “2KeHIIuHa, Th
eOUHCTBEHHAs, KTO He IIOHUMAaeT TeKyllel cuTyauuu. S ToIbKo 4To crac Tebe xku3Hub! OmHO merno,
eCyu TH He 0671aroJapuIh MeHs, HO BMECTO 3TOTO ThHl CMeeIllh MHe yTPOXaTh.”

['ma3a uMnepaTpullbl PaCIIMPUAINCD. “OTO HeJOCTaTOYHAasA IpUYKHA [OJIS TBOET0 HeyBaKeHUs KO
MHe!”

OHa yKe HauMHAaJa CoXKaJeTh 0 CBOUX JielcTBUSIX. Ee yrpo3a Obla 00BIYHON MTONMUTHYECKOH
TAKTHUKOM, UCIIOJIb3yeMOH [JI TOTO, YTOOHI HayraTh OPYT'yi0 CTOPOHY ¥ BIIOC/IEACTBUU CBSI3aTh
o0s3aTenbcTBaMu. ONHAKO XKEHIMHA HUKaK He 0Xupaana, uTo LI3y AHb He CTaHeT TepIeTh U HaHeCeT
ell OTBETHHIU yhap.

Moro 51 OBITH TaK, YTO 3TOT lTapeHb HUUEro He 3Haj 0 CyneOHBIX npaBuiax? HecMoTps Ha 3TO, OHA
BCe ellle SIB/IsAIach uMnepaTpuiiel! Kak oH mocMen Tak ¢ Hei obpamaThCcsa? ITOT apeHb U IpaBia
HETOOsAY C IIOJIHEIM OTCYTCTBAEM yBaXKeHUs K aBTOPUTETaM.



OpHako XKeHIMHA HUKAK He MOTJIa 3HaTh, YTO C TeX IOp, KaK IapeHb BOIIEeT BO ABOpell - LI3y AHb
OBLT HATSHYT, CJTOBHO TOHKUY KaHAT. Er0 OKpYyzKaau CUJIBI CJIUIITKOM BeJIMKHEe, YTOOBI UX MOXKHO OBIIIO
oCcTHYb. MnepaTop, KOpoib LIy unu gpyrue KjaaHbl B CTOJNIKIE — OH OBITT HEJOCTATOYHO CHUJIEH,
YTOOHRI 3aIUTUTE Ce0s1, eciu OBl OHU 3aX0TeNH 3a0paTh ero XKU3Hb.

HaxoxgeHue B TaKUX TSXKEJBIX YCIOBUSX IIPUBEJIO MMAPHS K CUJIBHOMY CTPECCY, 3aCTaBJIsAs €ro
TIOJIABJISATh OOJIBIIYIO YACTh CBOEH pocTu. Ho BOPYT MOSBUIACH 9Ta UMIIePAaTPHUIIA U BEHICHITIATA MY
Ha TOJIOBY Ky4y Mycopa. ToT ¢akT, 4To OHa eMy yrpozaja - YeJI0BeKY, YTO CIlac e XKU3Hb,
3aCTaBUJIO YTO-TO 00opBaThCA BHYTpHU 113y AHS, 1 0H G0JbIlle HE MOT CepXKUBATh CBOU THEB.

OH Bce ellle OCTaBaJICS IIEPECEIIEHIIEM U He UCIIHITHIBAJ TAKOT0 K€ YBaXKEHUs K MOHAPXHUH, Kak
YPOXKEHIIEl 3TOTO MUPA.

Barnsap L3y Ausg nonegesnen. “YMnepaTpulia, I0oXkKalyucTa, SCHO IOMMUTE, 4TO BE roBopute. Kaxk s
MOT CHEepPKaThCS Iepen BaluM cobma3HeHneM. Kak BE MOXKeTe YTBEPK/aTh, YTO S OTHOCHUIJICS K BaM
C HeyBaxXeHUeM?”

“d? Cobnaznuna Tebg?” [laxke 00BIYHO YpaBHOBEIIEHHAs UMIIEpATPUlla He MOTJIa He IPUUTH B
IpocCTh. “4 MaTh UMIIepUH, ClaBHas uMmneparpunal 3aueM MHe co0Ia3HATh 0€CCTHIHOTO Heroasasa?”

Bl ycnemino 3atposuiunu JIro HuH Ha 444... 444... 444...

113y AHb XMBIKHY. “TpyIHO CKa3aTh. Y UMIIepaTPHUILI MOKET ObITh IEPBO3IaHHBIA BU/I, HO BO OBOPIIE
OEeUCTBUTEIbHO CTAHOBUTCSA OAMHOKO. BO3MOXHO, BaM HE XBaTallo OIIYIIeHUsI MyK4YUHHL.”

B3arnsg umnepaTpuIlsl moxononen. “AOComoTHLIHM 1030p! Pa3Be TH He 3HaeIlb, YTO OJHU TOJIBKO 3TH
CJI0OBa MOTYT IIPUBECTU K YHUUTOXKEHHIO BCEro TBOEro KiaHa?”

Bl ycnemno 3atposuiunu JIro Hue Ha 999... 999... 999...

Ona YK€ HaX0OuJacCh Ha I'palHu TOro, YTOOBI OTHATh IIPUKA3 O Ka3HU BCEX €ero pOI[CTBeHHI/IKOB!

113y AHb TakXKe OBl pa3rHeBaH. “Baiiie BEICOYeCTBO, 60I0CH, BBl He TIOHUMaeTe, B KaKOW CUTyaluu
HaXOOUTECh. [IPSIMO ceruac CHapyKM pacxakKuBaloT Kyda youiill. JTaxke ecnu s yObIo Bac, BCe
TIOBEPSIT, YTO 3TO CAenany youmisl. HUKTO GBI MeHs He 3amogo3pui.”

IbIxaHNMe UMIIePaTPUILL CTaI0 IPEPHIBUCTEIM, ee O0bias rpyab OBICTPO B3[bIMaach U ONyCKaach.
OpHako OHa BO3fepKasach OT JaJIbHEUIINX HacMelnek Haf L3y AneM.

Bce, 4TO 9TOT YeioBeK fesan A0 HAaCTOSIIEr0 MOMEHTA, JOKa3bIBaJio, 4To Y HEero He OBITTO HUKAKHUX



0TroBOopOK. ZKeHINKHa He cobupasnack 6pocaTh CBOIO KU3Hb M3-3a KAKOU-TO MUMOJIETHOMH 3MOIMH.

Ee rnaza 3aberanu mo cropoHaM. OHa ITpHAyMasia IIJlaH U CMSTYKIIa CBOM TOH. «XopoImo. 4 Owlna
HellpaBa. 1 MpPUHOILIY CBOM M3BHHEHU. [1oxKamyiicTa, Cl1e3b C MeHs, YTOOBI MBI MOTJIM HOPMaJibHO
IIOrOBOPUTH”.

OHa yKe pelunia, YTO KOIfla BCe YISIXKEeTCS - UMIepaTpuila IpuKaxkeT eBHyXY JIy TallHO n36aBUTHCS
OT 9TOT'0 HETOJssl.

113y AHb BUfIes IOCTOSTHHBIN ITIOTOK yBeIoMIeHn — Bol ycrnemHo 3atponmuny JIito Hul Ha 1024 odka
SIpoCcTH! — IMOCTYIAIOIIUX Yepe3 ero KIaBUaTypHYI cucteMmy. Eciu O y MeHs He OBIIIO 9TOM
KJIaBUAQTYPHOM CHUCTEMEHI, TH, BO3MOXKHO, IEUCTBUTEILHO OBl MEHS OypauuIa.

[Tapens B3moxHY. “Balle BRICOYECTBO MJIaHUPYET YOUTH MEHS IIOCJIEe TOTO, KaK BCe ysaxKeTcs. Pa3Be
He Tak?”

VimmepaTpuiia Oblna MoTpsiceHa. OTOT ITapeHb yMeeT YuTaTh MbIcIu? OTKyOa OH 3HAeT O YeM S
oyMaro?

Ee nu1io B Mur mobsenHesno, IOTOMY YTO OHa ITIOHUMAJIa, YTO Aefla UAYT IUI0X0. 3a4eM 3TOMY ITapHI0
BOOOIIIe OTIIYCKATh e, eClI¥ OH 3HaJ, YTO UMIIepaTPHIla IIaHUPOBasa caenaTth? CHapyXK TaKXke
HAXOMMJIOCh TaK MHOTO YOUHUI[, ¥ OH MOT JIETKO BO3JI0KUTb BCIO BUHY Ha HUX.

EouHCTBEHHEIMU OBYMS CBUOETEJIIMHA ABJIAIIACE OBd MJIQOIINX €BHYXd CHAPYXKH. OpHako OHU He
ABIIANMUCH KYJIIBTUBATOPAMH, X PACIIPAaBUTECA C HUMHU OBIITO JOCTAaTO4YHO JIETKO.

9Ta MHIC/Tb paccesiyia Bce 3aTsHYBIIKMecs KoneOaHusi. HakoHell 0Ha BHOBb HAKOIuUIa HeMHOTO Ku.
CoOpaBuIuch ¢ cuylaMy, XKeHIIMHa HalpaBuia JIafloHb K TPYAU MapHs.

Opnaxko 113y AHb yke 051 T0TOB. OH CXBATHUII €€ 3a 3allsICThe ¥ MPUKaJ K KpoBaTu. Cua, KOTOPYIO
OHa cobupasa ¢ 60IBIIUM TPYIOM, MTHOBEHHO UCIIapUIIACh.

JIto Hun Haxopunach Ha rpaHu cnel. Ee KynbTuBaluu ObIJI0 JOCTAaTOYHO, YTOOR JOMUHUPOBAThL HaJ
BCeM MUPOM. B mpoioM oHa Moriia O6bl yOUTh €ro OGHUM yaapoM. M Bce e Temeph OHa maja Tak
HU3KO, UTO HaJ Hel u3feBanack co0aka — HET, Haf Hel u3[eBanach U ee pupaBuia cobaka! 3to
Obly1a MOMCTUHE Tparudyeckas cymboa.

113y AHb MHCTUHKTHUBHO BHIXBATUI MOBUTHIM YKOJI U3 CBOei biecTsieil CTEKITHHON OYCHHBI,
METHYB €T0 K Illee XXeHIIUHEL. VMIepaTpulla OTYETIUBO OIIyIalia X0I0 I I1e3Bus. ITO OBIII0 OpyXKue,
crtoco0HOe TIOPa3uTh caMy AyIy. OTo Oblla HeMuHyeMasi CMepPTh. OHa BCKPUKHYJIA U UHCTUHKTUBHO
3aKpEhIia r1asa.



AmoBUTHIN YKOJI OCTAHOBUJICS B MUJIIUMETPE OT ee Oe0CHeXKHOU Ieu. Bripaxenue nuia L3y Aus
OporuHyso. YecTHO TOBOPS, OH He OBl Hepa30opuuBLEIM yOuiiel. YCTpaHATh BCEX JIIONEeH, BCTABIIHNX Y
HETo0 Ha ITyTH, KOT'7la IPeACTaBIIsIeTCs BO3MOXKHOCTD OBIIIO HE B €TI0 CTHIIE.

Ho ecnu 651 OH 9TOT0 HE chesas, IIOCJIeICTBHUH ObIJI0 OBl He CUeCTh.

OH HHKaK He MOT OCTAaHOBUTHCS Ha TMIOJIMMYyTH.

WmMmnepaTtpulia o4yBCTBOBaja ero Konebanus. OHa OTKPHUIA I1a3a ¥ ycMexHynack. “UTo, He cMeellb
TIOOHATH Ha MeHs pyKy? ECNu Thl MOYTUTENHHO TIOKJIOHUIILCS MHE TPH pa3a B 3HAK U3BUHEHMUS, 1,
BO3MOXKHO, ITOAyMar0 O TOM, YTOOBI IPOCTUTH Tebs.”

“TTouemy HeJb3s MIPOCTO 3aTKHYTHCA!?” - B30pBasics OT ApocTu L3y AHb. Ero nagoHs mienHynach
IPSIMO Ha ee 00JiblIne, COYHbIe, TIEPCUKOBON (DOPMEL ATOLUIIHL.

Bce paloHanbHbBIEe MBIC/IM MCUE3JIM U3 TOJIOBEI UMIepaTpUlbl. OHa OIIeIOMJIEHHO yCTaBUJIach Ha
113y AHs, He B COCTOSIHMYU C(HOPMUPOBATH CBSI3HOE MIPEAJIOKEHHUE.

[TockomnbKy mapeHs OblT mpenaH aeny, 113y AHb He MOT OCTaHOBUTHCS Ha monmyTu. OH 37100HO
IITIENHY I ee ellle pa3. [lo2KeH NpU3HaTh, 3TO U IIPaBfa LOBOJILHO IPUSITHOE OLIyLIEHUE. .

«Ax!! YTo THI menaenib?”

“IIpekpatu MeHs 6UTH!”

“¢1... Orina HempaBa! Pa3Be 9TOro HEIOCTATOYHO?”

”AX""’ ”

HWMnepartpulla u3gana IPOH3UTEIbHBIN, HO ClIeTKa IPUTJIYLIeHHBN KPUK, OCTaBUB LI3y AHA clerka
OILIEJIOMJIEHHEIM. He CIIMIIKOM Ji1 JIETKO OHa cHaeTcs?

['ma3a uMmepaTpuULbl yKe ObITH MOJTHEL CJIE3, @ €€ TeJI0 HEYAEePKUMO TPSICIOoCh. “f pa3py6iio TBOM
TPYII Ha IeCATh THICSY KyCO4YKOB!” CKa3ajia OHa CKBO3b CTHCHYTHIE 3yOHI, 3By4a TakK, OyATO OHA
phifana.



JIro HuH pogunach B BeJIMKOM KiaHe. I1o ee caMbIM PaHHUM BOCIIOMHHAHUSM, €€ CTapIlas cecTpa
SIBJISIJIACh UMITePaTPHUIIEH, TOCTIe Yero OHa IMPUHSIa MaHTHIO uMepaTpullsl. OHa Bceraa
HacJlaXkJalach BEICOKMM CTATyCOM M 9KCTPaBaraHTHOM Xku3HbI0. Korga oHa Korma-nu6o
TIofIBeprajiach YeMy-TO II0g00HOMY?

OHa cHOBa cobupasnach BLIPYTaThcsi, HO POT LI3y AHSI BHe3aITHO HAKPHII €€ I'yObl CBOUMHU “MMM...

”

113y AHb BHIIPSIMUIICS, BHITHPAs CIIOHU BOKPYT pTa. Ero roynoc 6su1 xomofeH. “Brl mpoponkaeTe
yTBEPKIaTh, UTO S BaC OCKOPOUII, U Jaxe HUCIOJIb3yeTe 3T0 00BHHEHME, YTOOH yIpoKaTh MHE
cMepThio. OTnuyHO. Teneps s meHCTBUTEIBHO Bac o6unesn. Eciu co MHOM 4TO-HUOYOb CITyYUTCS B
OynmyimeM, st COOBIITy UMITIePAaTOPY, YTO BHl ObIIM U3HACUIIOBAHHEI IPYTUM MYKUYMHOMU. [laBaiTe
IIOCMOTPHUM, OCTaHETEeCh JIM Bhl UMIIepaTPUIlEl, KOTa 3TO BpeMs IpUeT. £ yBepeH, UTO BE CMOXKETe
chernaTh IIPaBUIIbHEIN BEIOOD.”

WMnepaTpuria 651 COBEPIIEHHO omapanieHa. OgHAKO [OCTIe TOT0, Kak ee IIepBOHAYAIbHEIN THEB
IIPOLIIeJ], OHA IIOHSJIA, YTO ¥ Hee OeHCTBUTENIBHO HET CII0C00a OTOMCTHUTH €MY...

B 3TOT MOMEHT 13 IBEPHOTO ITpoeMa JOHECCS XOJIOOHBIM, N3eBaTenbCKu cMex. “Kakas apdekTHaAs
napa 11000BHUKOB!”
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