XoTsa ]_[3y AHB Halllen 3TO JOBOIBHO CTPAHHBIM, €T0 BEI3BAJld UMIIEPATPHIIA, TAK YTO OH HUYEIro He
MOT C 3THM IIO[EeJIaTh.

[Tapens nocnenosan 3a AByMsI MIaAIIMMU €BHYXaMU B UMIIEPATOPCKUY fBopel. OH XOTeJl NOy4YUTh
0T HUX HeMHOr0 HHpopManuu. “IIpuBeTCTBYIO Bac, eBHyxU. Kak MHe Ha3hBaTh BaC OBOUX?”

[Ba Mylagmux eBHyXa TyT Xe yIAeIOHYIUCh. “TIpuBeTCTBYIO Bac, noprn LI3y”.

HOCKOHBKy Y €BHYXO0B H€ JOCTaBaJIO YaCTHU T€Jld, K HUM BCEeraa II0JCO3HATEJIbHO OTHOCUJIUCE KdK K
HETIOJIHOIIEHHEIM JIIOOSIM. TOIBKO €BHYXdM CaMOT'0 BEICOKOI'O CTaTyCa OOJILIIMHCTBO YNHOBHUKOB
HEO0XOTHO OKa3bIBaJIX HEKOTOPOE yBaXKE€HHUE, B OTIINYHUHN OT €BHYX0B HU3KOI'O CTaTycCa. CrnoBHO maxke
IIPOXU3HECTH UM OOHO IIpEeajIozKeHnue OBITIO HUXKE UX JOCTOMHCTBA, U OTBPAllleHHE B UX I'lla3aX OBITO
3aMeTHO 3a Muiw. Um PEOKO IIPUXOOUJIOCH CTAJIKUBATECA C KEM-TO, KTO XOPOIIIO K HUM OTHOCHIJICA,
IIO3TOMY OHHU LEHHUIIN 3TO.

“¢ maneHbKuY YKO0”, - CKa3as TOT, YTO OBIJT YyTh ITOTHOBAT.

“d manenbkuyt ['yn”, - OTBETUI TOT, YTO ObLT YyTh TOHUXKE.

Manenbvkuu ['yu?

OmrenomnenHs#, 113y AHb u3yuun aypy mapss. OH u npaBga ObIJT HACTOSIIIMM €BHYXOM, a He
TIonenKo, Kak Bai Cs00a0.[1]

Kaxk Obl TO HU OBII0, OH BCE PaBHO OB paf yCHIBIIATh 3HAKOMOe uMs. “OTaudHoe uMs. Brl 1Boe
3aCTaBUJIM MEHST BCIOMHHUThL KO€-4TO O MO€e¥ pOfuHe, U S YYBCTBYIO K BaM 0oJiblliee poucTBO. BoT Bam
MaJleHbKUU mofapok. [loxanylicTa, He OTKa3blBauTeCh” .

OH mopapui KaXkaoMy U3 HUX II0 )KeMUyKuHe. B merepe KpacHOT0 ipakoHa 3a IIpefielaMu Topofa
fApxoii JlyHsl ObllIa TOHHA TaKKX, TIO3TOMY OH PEIIN pas3faTh KaXkgoMy IO OTHOM.

Kaxk uemnoBek, 00magaBIui oOITMPHLIMY 3HAHUSIMH U3 CBOETO IIPOIIIOr0 MUPA, OH IIOHUMAJI,
HACKOJIBKO y2KacalomuM OBIIO CYIIeCTBOBaHME €BHYX0B. HUKoTa He OBII0 HUYETO MJI0X0T0 B TOM,
4yTOORI TOAIePKUBATH C HUMHU XOPOIIIKE OTHOIIEHHUS.

['masa [ByX MIaAIIUX €BHYXOB PaCIIMPUIIACh, KOTTa OHU YBUIEIM MaCCUBHBIE XKEeMUYKUHBI, ¥ OBICTPO
ornsagenuck BOKPyr. Korma mapHu yBUAENU, YTO HUKTO 3TOTO He 3aMEeTUJI, OHU CYHYJIU UX B PyKaBa U
CKa3zanu: “B KoOHILE KOHLOB, n1opx L3y HeBeposTeH!”

“Bammu mepcreKTUBH Ha Oynyllee, HeCOMHEHHO, 6e3rpaHuy4Hbl!”



“Ha camowMm fiene g He DOCTOMH TaKoi IoXBajibl”, - cKadan I3y AHb co cMexoM. ITocre 3Toro ux
Oecefa mpoIIia Ha PegKOCTh XOPOIIIO.

Korpma oH permmi, 4To IPUIIIO caMoe BpeMsi, TapeHb HeOPekHO Cipocuit: “MHTEPECHO, ToUeMy
“MIepaTpulia UCKajla MEHS”.

“Kak MOTyT Takue CJIyrd, Kak MBI, IOHATh MBICTIA Hallley X03uKu?” [IBa MIaflIuX eBHyXa SIBHO
YYBCTBOBaIU Ce0s1 HEMHOT'O HEJIOBKO, TOBOPS 3TO IOCJIE MOTyUYeHUsT TaKUX 3aMedaTeNTbHBIX TOOapKOB.
Takum o0pa3oM, oHu gobaBunu: “OmHAKO HMIIepaTPHUIla BCETMa XOPOIII0 OTHOCKUIIACE K JTIOISIM.
Tocioguny 113y He HYKHO CIUIIKOM 0€CIIOKOUTHCS.”

“0, TaKXKe HaCTpOeHHUe UMIepaTPHLIbl, KaXKeTCs, CETOOHS J0BOJILHO Xopolee”.

“Torma 3To X0po1o, 3T0 xopoIo”. 113y AHb B3MOXHYI C 00/IeTYeHuEM.

Manenskuti ['yit Tuxo npoponxui: “MmnepaTtpuiia foOpa, HO BE HU B KOEM ClIy4dae He JOJIXKHEI
ockopOnsaTh eBHyxa JIy! OH upe3BbIYaiHO CBUpPEI.”

"EBHyx Jly?» - HemoyMmeBas 1I3y AHb, HO UX IOCHenyole 00bICHEHUS IIOMOTJIA eMy IIPOSICHUTh
CUTYaIUIo.

9T0T eBHYX JIy OBITT KEM-TO M3 POOHOTO TOPOJa UMIIEPATPUIIE], ¥ OHU MPUOLITIA BO IBOPEI] B OIHO U TO
e BpeMsi. UMIepaTpulla o4eHb JOBEPsiia eMy, ¥ 6aromapsi CBOUM criocobHoCTSIM JIy ORICTPO cTan
yrpasnsiomuM [[BopoM Mupa. BoNbIIMHCTBO Ae B 9TOM [ABOPIIE - O0JIBINNX UK MaJIbX, HAXOOITCS
TI0]] €T0 yIIPaBIIEHUEM.

“KynbruBanus eBHyxa JIy upe3BbiuaiiHo BeiCOKa. OH SIBNISETCS MyOINYHO IPU3HAHHLHIM HOMEPOM [1Ba
Cpeny eBHYXOB C TOYKHU 3peHus KynbTuBanuu. OH yCTynaeT JIUIIb eBHYXy Bar.”

“ITogoxkauTe, I HyMalo, OH B TPO¥Ke nyuurnx. HacKombpKo s1 IOMHIO, TaM Takxke OBl eBHYX Mu.”

“3TOT 4eJIOBEK YyKe HECKOJIbKO IEeCITUNETHH YUCIUTCS IIPOIaBIIuM 6e3 BeCTH. Thl O0JIbile He
MO2KeIllb BKJII0UATh eT0 B CIIMCOK”.



Y 113y AHg ObIJIO CTpaHHOE BhIpaXkKeHue JIulla, Korga oH Habmonan 3a ux pa3roBopoM. OHHU, BEPOSITHO,
roBopusnu o Bait [Jane u CtrapoM Mu! Beiio 1€TK0 IPeACTaBUTh, HACKOIBKO BHICOK OBITT PaHT
KyJIbTUBaLUU eBHyXa Jly, eCciii OH HaXOOWJICS Ha TOM XKe YPOBHeE, 4TO U 3THU [BOE.

Bonee Toro, aToT eBHYX JIy Ha camMoOM [ielie IpUexa U3 POJHOTO TOPOia UMIIEPATPHIIH U MTOCTYITHIT
Ha Cyk0y BO OBOpPEL] B TO Ke BpeMsi. MOru i OHU ObITh Tapoy BIOOIEHHBIX, BEIHYXKIEHHOM
paccTaThCs U3-3a TOTO, UTO XKEHIIMHA Oblyla B35iTa B HAJIOKHUIE? HeyKenu 3TOT MyK4YuHA He XKejan
OpocuTh ee, IOCTYNUB BO IBOPEI] B KAUeCTBe eBHyxXa?

Yept. KakuM xKe xapakTepoM HyKHO 00/1afaTh, YTOOHL CHeNlaTh YTO-TO ofo6Hoe...?

Yewm Gosbllle OH PAa3MBIIIJISAI Hafl 9TUM, TeM 0oJjiee BepPOSTHEIM 3TO Ka3anock. Uy UysHb cKa3ala eMy,
YTO HHIHEIIHS S UMIIepaTpulla Oblla He MaTepPhi0 HACJIEOHOTO MIPUHIIA, a MJIaIIel CeCTPOH
IpembIayLIel uMmnepaTpuisl. He3agoaro mo Toro, Kak MaTh HAaCJEOHOTO IIPUHIIA yMepia oT 00Ie3HH,
paau CiIaBBl CBOET0 KJlaHA OHA IPeMJIoKuIa CBOeH MIIallel cecTpe 3aHsATh ee MeCTo.

Briyta Gosblasi BEPOSTHOCTH, YTO Y HEE yzKe OBUT JII000BHUK OO TOTO, KaK OHA MOCTYIIXIa BO ABOPEI.
OpHako u3-3a CBOETO0 KJlaHa y Hee He OblI0 BEIOOpa, KpoMe KakK IMPHUHSTD 3Ty CyOn0y...

Yy Yysiab unu Canr XyH He uMenu Obl HU Majieero moHsATUsS 00 9ToM ucTopuu. [IogKynuTh 9TUX
[IBYX €BHYXOB [IBYMSI XKeM4yKUHaMU OIPefeIeHHO TOTO CTOUJIO.

113y AHb TakXKe OOJIzKeH ObII HaTU BO3MOKHOCTE IT03HAKOMUTHCS C MajleHbKUM Cl0eM U MaJIeHbKUM
X3 B BOCTOYHOM [IBOPLIE...

*B3mox*, 9T0 He MOsI BUHA, UTO ¥ MeHSI TaK MHOTO JIeHeT, YTO s MOTY [ielaTh BCe, YTO 3aX04y.

Bckope onu npubsinu K [IBopily Mupa. “MmnepaTpuiia, Mbl ¢ rocrioguHoM L3y mpubsimu”, -
IIOYTUTENIbHO 00BSBUIIN [IBa MJIAAIIAX €BHYXa.

“BoupguTe”, - OTBETUII HEXKHHBIU I'OJIOC, B KOTOPOM TakKxKe CJIbIIIAJICS HaMeK Ha IPeCcTuX. JTa
aTMocdepa BeIudnsi, BEPOSITHO, Pa3BUIaCh €CTECTBEHHEIM 00pa30M II0CjIe TOr0, KaK OHa HEKOTOpOoe
BpeMs IIPOXKHUJIa B Ka4eCTBe MaTepu uMIepun. HecMoTps Ha 9TO, ee T0JI0C MOo-IpexXKHeMY 3Bydall
Ype3BbIUAWHO HEXHO.

113y AHb He MOT He BCTIOMHUTH HacCJIemHYIO IpuHIleccy. Ee ronoc Takxke OBITT JOBOIBHO MPUSITEH Ha
CJIyX, HO OHa OblyTa CIIUIIKOM cBUpernou. Tebe ciefiyeT MOYYUThCS Y UMIIEPATPHIIHL.

IlBa MmapgIux €BHYyXa PACIIaXHYyJIK OIBEPU U BBEJIA HBY Ans BHYTPE.



HapeHb He CHUJIBHO BOJIHOBAJICA. I/IMHepaTop IIOPYYHUJI eMy CEKPETHOE 3aidHKuEe, TaK 4TO OBITI0
MAaJIOBEPOATHO, YTO UMIIEPATPHUIIA YCTPOUT €My JIOBYIIKY.

VHTepbep OBbINT HAIlOJIHEH apoOMaTOM CaH[aIoBOTO iepeBa ¥ PyMsH, KOTOPHIM yCIIOKarWBal pa3yM BCEX
BXOZSIIIIUX JIIOOEH.

3aTsaKHOM MTpPo0ecK yOUNCTBEHHOTO HAaMePEeHHUs BCe ellle TAuJICS B er0 CO3HAHUHU ITOCTIe BCTPEeYH C
[Iu KyHOM, HO Temeps BCe 3TO UCUESIIO.

[TapeHb 3arnaHyN BHYTPh. 2KeMUyKHEIM 3aHaBeC pa3fesisai KOMHATY Ha Be 4aCTH, 3a KOTOPHIM Ha
BBICOKOM TPOHE CH[ella KeHIIMHA B OfesHUU (PeHuKca. M3-3a IbIMa OT TOPAIIKX PIAOM CaHAAI0BBIX
6/1aroBOHUYM OHA Ka3ajlaCh 3aTyMaHEHHOM.

Iaxe y4yuThIBast HEIHEIHIOW cuny L3y AHsi, OH eBa MOT pas3riIsigeTh KpacaBUIy CPEOHUX JIeT. Y Hee
OblTa CBeTJIast KOXKa, @ YePTHI JIUIA - MTOJIHEIe JOCTOMHCTBA. BbhyTo OBl HeCcIpaBeJINBO HA3kIBATh €€
JKEHIITMHOW CPeIHMX JIeT, TaK KaK KEeHIIMUHE MUpPa KyJTbTUBAIIUU XOPOIIIO COXPaHSIU CBOIO KPAcoTy.
Kak TOnbKO KyJIbTHUBATOP [AOCTUTAJI OIIPENeSIEeHHOT0 YPOBHS, TO MOT CJIETUTD 3@ TEM, YTOORI €T0
BHEIITHUY BUJ HE CTapes CIUIIKOM OBICTPO.

B Mupe 6eCCMepTHBIX KYJIbTHBATOPOB OJaMe, KOTOPaAas BHITIIAOE]Ia Ha BOCEMHAOdTh, HAa CaAMOM [eJie
MOTJIO OBITH BOCEMBIECAT UJIN OazKe BOCEMDb TBHICAY JIET.

KoHeuHo, 3T0 G710 HEOOBIIMM IIpeyBeIniYeHreM — BPeMsi BCe PaBHO PaHO UM ITO3THO OCTABUIIO
ObI cBOM ciiefbl. OMHAKO, IT0 CPAaBHEHHUIO C €r0 IPOIIIBIM MUPOM, ITOCIIEICTBHS Y2Ke CUMTAINCh 0YEHb
MHHMMaJIbHEIMH.

HecMmoTpst Ha To, 4TO ofessHUsS (PeHUKCa, KOTOPHIE OHA HOCHUIA, OblIM CBOOOMHEIMY, OHM BCE ellle He
MOTJIH TIOJTHOCTBIO CKPBITh €€ UYBCTBEHHYIO U 3JIeTaHTHYI0 Gurypy. CamMo mpuBIeKaTeIbHOM YaCThIO
OblTa ee CMEXOTBOPHO 3pesiast HUKHSS 4acTh Tejla.

Y Hee orpomHas 3apuuIa! [IxxeiiMc XapaeH HaBepHsIKa Obl1 Obl ee (haHATOM.

13y AHB OEICTPO OIIPHUBETCTBOBA UMIIEPATPULY, ODHOBPEMEHHO BOCXHUILASICH €€ TEIOM.
“IIpusetcTBy!0 Baie BricouecTBo”.

OpmHOM X0poIIel Belbio B 3TOM MUPE OBIIO TO, YTO YHHOBHUKAM HYKHO OBIIIO BCETO JIUIIb
IIPOU3HECTH 0OBIYHOE ITPUBETCTBUE — UM HE HYXKHO OBIJIO KITaHAThCS. ®opMbI 0OpallleHus Takke He
SIBJIINCH TAKUMHU CTPOTUMH, KaK y IIPOILUIRIX AMHACTUH €ero MUpa.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, BCE OHU SBISIUCH KYyJIbTHUBATOPAMH, IIO3TOMY OBLIH TOPOHL. BcTaBaTh Ha KOJeHU
OBITIO CITHIIIKOM MIOCTHIOHBIM JENCTBUEM, KOTOpPO€ MOTIJIO C JIETKOCTBIO PA3PYHIIUTE YbIO-TO



YBEPEHHOCTE B KYJIbTUBAIIUN. OGI[YMaB BCE€ 3TO, UMIIEPATOP PEIINII HE (1)0pCI/IpOBaTB COOBITHS.

“TBI MOBOIBHO CMEIBINA. TH IEMCTBUTENIBHO TaK JOJIT0 CMOTPEI Ha MeHsA”, - CKa3ajla UMIIepaTpHIia.
Ee romnoc ObII XOJTOMHEIM ¥ 6€3pa3IuYHbIM.

Bce ocTanbHble mocetuTenu [IBopia Mupa Benmu cebst Ype3BbIYaiHO IIOYTUTEIbHO, U HUKTO U3 HUX He
OCMeJIMBAJICS [AaXe B3rJISIHYTh Ha Hee. M Bce e 3TOT ITapeHb CMOTpPeJI Ha Hee, [1a ellle TaKUM
cBupensiM B3ragaoM! OH maxke IOTHOCTBIO OCMOTPEI €€ C HOT [0 ronoBhl! I'me, M0 MHEHHUIO 3TOTO
yeJioBeKa, OH HaxonauTcsa? Heyxenu oH fyMaeT, 4To S AeByIlIKa U3 Oopaens?!

Bal ycnenrno 3atposuunu JIro Hul, 3apabotas 344 ouka sipocTu!

Cnenys ee THEBY, eBHYX CPe[HUX JIeT BHE3aIlHO BHIIIETI, XOJIOAHO I Ha L[3y AHs. MolHas BolHa
MaBJIeHUS PACIPOCTPAHUIACh HAPYXKY.

Ckopee Bcero, 3To Obl1 eBHYX JIy, 0 KOTOPOM TOBOPUIIM [Ba MJIAAIINX eBHYxXa. L[3y AHb He 3aMeTHI
ero, crosimero B TeHu. Ka3zamock, 0H OB, 10 KpaliHe! Mepe, Ha IeBsITOM PaHTe.

113y AHb Havay o6uBaThCs MOTOM. Ha caMoM ferne oH He CMOTpeJT Ha Hee Tak [0Jro, HO 9Ta
JKeHIIHa Oblna CTUIITKOM YyBCTBUTENIbHOM. [TapeHs HeEMeJIeHHO 00bICHUIICS. “f 0XKuman, 4To Ballle
BBICOYECTBO OYHET JOCTOMHOM M MMIT03aHTHOM KEHIITMHOW, HO 51 He 0XKHUMAaJ, YTO BH OyfeTe TaKou
HEeXKHOU U KpaCHBOU. BOT moyemy s He MOT He IIO3BOJIUTh CBOEMY B3TJIAAY 3aiepKaThCs. f HOXKeH
IIOIIPOCUTH NIPOLLEeHU.”

“HexHasi 1 KpacuBas?” MMneparpulia Oblj1a 3aCTUTHYTA BPACIIIOX, BIIaB B JIETKOE OlleTIeHEeHue.
[TporImmo Tak MHOT'O BpEMEHH C TeX MOp, KaK KTO-TO [Oefall KOMIIIEMEHTH ee KpacoTe. MMmepaTop
ObLT 3aHAT CBOel paboTol U penko moceinan [[Bopel; Mupa, B TO BpeMs KaK HUKTO APYTOu He
OCMeJIMBAJICS TOBOPUTH €M TaKue Belld. Koro el ocTaBanoch mopaxaTh CBOEW KpacoTou?

EBnyxa Jly? Xwm!

OnHako OHa He XOTeJla IOKa3blBaTh CBOIO YSI3BUMYIO CTOPOHY IIPSMO cerdac, I03TOMY yIbIOHYIach U
oTBeTwIa: “Y TeOs MOBOJILHO CKOJIb3KMIL pOT. Temeps s moHUMal0, Kak 6riyta o6ManyTa [lepBas Mucc
qy.ﬂ

HecMmoTps Ha e€ coBa, Ha ee Julle BCe elre Oblia MmMpoKas yibi0ka. HauHeM ¢ TOTo, 9YTO OHa He
OblTa CBUPEIIBIM YeJIOBEKOM, TI09TOMY ee I'HeB TaKkKe OBICTPO PacCesyicsl, KaK U MOSBHUIICS.

Manenvkuut ['yii - 3T0 0TCBUIKA K poMaHy LI3unab FOHa «OsneHs u KOoTemn».
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