]_[3}7 AHb TITOBEPHYIJICA Ha UCTOYHHUK 3BYKaA. On yYBHUOEJI BEICOKOTO U KPEIIKOT0 MyXK4YHHY B JIpaKOHbefI
MAHTHHU, CTOAIIETO Y INCEMEHHOI'0 CTOJIa. JTOT YEJIOBEK B JAHHBLIM MOMEHT CMOTPEJI Ha HEeTO 0e3
BCAKOI'O BEIPazKEHU .

OueBupnHo, 970 ObLT UMIIEpPaTOP Benukor guHacTuu Yxkoy. Ero omexkay MoKHO ObIJIO CKOIIPOBATD,
HO 3Ta aypa... Ee He MOT BOCIIPOU3BECTU OOBIYHLIM YETIOBEK.

OxH yxke paccupocun Uy UysHs ¥ y3HaJ, 4TO UMIlepaTopa 3Bajau Ykao XaHs.

113y AHb XOTEJT CaMOCTOSITEeNTbHO YOeOUTHCS, HACKOJIBKO ITPEeyBeINYeH 3TOT KYJIbTHBATOP HOMEP OfUH.
Ho korga oHu cMoTpesnu Apyr Ha apyra, LI3y AHb He MOT OTBECTH B3TJISI OT 3TUX OCTPHIX,
IIPOHUIIATEIILHBIX TJ1a3

OH He 3HaJ, Kak uX OnucaTh. [lapeHs ¥ paHbIe BCTPeYall UMIEePaTOPOB - HO IIEPBEIM, KOT'0 OH
yBU[IeN OBbIJT BCET0 JUIIh OCKOJIKOM AylIu. bojee Toro, Tak Kak 113y AHb IIPOIIEN ero UCIEITAHUE - TOT
uMIepaTop oTHocuics K 113y AHIO KakK K CBOeMy 4eioBeKy. OH He OKa3blBajl Ha HETO CBOETO
[aBJIeHUS.

[To3Ke 3TO TaK:Ke OTHOCUIIOCH ¥ K Y ['any. Ha ero miedax Bcerma nexkano OpeMs YHUUTOXKEHHUS
nuHactuy [lad. OH gaxke NPUTBOPSATICS OOBIYHBEIM HACIeOHBIM IIPUHILIEM BO BPEeMS UCIILITAHUS,
II03TOMY ero aypa OblJla HaMepeHHO 3aMacKupoBaHa. BoT moyeMy L3y AHb He UCTIBITEIBAJ CIUIIKOM
OOJIBIIIOr0 HABJICHMUSI.

Ho 4denoBek, cTosgBIINM epe HUM, OBIT MHBIM. JTHU T'J1a3a, Ka3ajioch, IIPOH3alIu AyIly HaCKBO3b. OHU
MT'HOBEHHO ITPOOMIM BCIO 3aIUTY, He OCTaB/IsAS HUKAKUX CEKPETOB.

I_[3y AHbB 3HaJ, 4TO 3TO OblJIa CBOET0 pona uio3usd, HO OH BCE€ PAaBHO IIOACO3HATEJIbHO OTBEJI B3TJIA[.

3aTeM OH yBU[ET IPaKOHBbU OfleXKMbl. B ero pykax HaxomUIOCh 1epo, KOTOPEIM OH YTO-TO IIHCal
MUHYTY Ha3af. [loueMy Bce 3TH KpyIHBIE QUTYPHL TIO0AT LIETOIATh CBOEH Kannurpadue?

B ronoce umneparopa 3By4asio TAMHCTBEHHOE YyBCTBO JOCTOMHCTBA U YBEPEHHOCTH. “ThI
OTNIMYAaelLIbCs 0T OPYTUX Iofen. [Ipyrue cpa3y ke Myraauch A0 OIyCMepTH, YBUAEB 3TOTO
uMIeparTopa, Ho y Tebe Bce ellle eCTh HeTOPOIUIMBOe HaCTPOeHUe, YTOOH! aXke JaTh BOJII0 CBOEMY
BOoOOpakeHuio.”

113y Aub Ovin omesomieH. OH gaxe BUAET MOU CITydalHbIe MBICIIM HACKBO3b? JTOT IIapeHb YMeeT
YUTaATh MBICTTU?

Ho on BCe PaBHO OTBETHII: “Uro g MOTY CKa3aTh? Korma mogHUMaeIbCsl C CaMOr0 HU3a, e TBOS
XKHW3Hb COBEPIIEHHO HUYETO HE CTOUT, Yy T865{, KaK IIPaBHUJIO, Pa3BUBAETCA HEMHOI'O HereKHOHHBIﬁ



xapakTep”.

“Ilaxke mepeqio MHO# TH Tak cebs Bemelrs! HeyoguBuTeNnbHO, YTO TH BeJl cebs TakuM 06pa3oM B
IIPUCYTCTBUHU HaCIeQHOTO NpuHiia.” MMmnepaTop omycTtui nepo. Ecnu 651 KTo-HUOYAb CTOSIT PSIAOM C
HUM - OH OBl YBU[IeJI HalliCaHHOe CJI0BO «0eccMepTHe» C HECKOJIbKMUMU ToOuKaMu mocne. Cepaie
ka0 XaHs sIBHO OBIJIO ITOTHO KOeOaHUM, KOTla OH IHCall 3T CIIOBa.

KoneuHo, KakK HMIIEpaTop, OH He CTall OBI TTOKA3bIBATh 9TO HUKOMY OPyTrOMYy.

I3y Anb OBLT yOUBIEH, yCbIaB 00 3ToM “MTakK, Ballle BeIMYECTBO YKe y3Hao 06 aToMm”.

CKOIBKO BpEMEHU MPOIIIIIO C TeX MOP, KaK g paccTanach C HaCJIeOHBIM IpuHIeM? Kak oH 9TO caemnan?

CIIOBHO MPOYUTAB €r0 MBEIC/IY, UMIIEPaTOP MeaJIeHHO npou3Hec: “KoHeuHo, 1 3Hal0. B 3ToM gBopIie
OT MEHSI He TaK-TO JIETKO YTO-IN00 CKPHITh.”

I3y Anb xpanusn Mondanue. OH He 3HaJI, KAKOU CMBICJI CKPBIBAJICS 3a CJI0BaMu uMiepaTopa. [TapHto
ObLI0O UHTEPECHO, KaK OH COOMpaeTCs 3aCTaBUTh ero HapeTs Lllnany [Ipomenus.

OnuH U3 IJIaHOB COCTOSIJI B TOM, YTOOKI MCII0JIb30BATh HABEIK MTHOBEHHOI'0 rnepeMenieHusd, YTOORI
HACUIbHO HafleTh ee. KaK TOIBKO IIIjIdna KOCHETCS T'OJI0OBEI HMIIEPATOpad - BCe CTaHET Ky[a IIPOoIIe.

Ho oH cpa3sy X&e 0TKa3aJiCs OT 9TOM MBICTH, KaK TOIBKO BCTPETHUIICS C 3TUM YeJI0BEKOM JIUIIOM K
THILY.

VimmepaTop CTost1 HeOpeKHO, Ka3aioch, YTO MeXOYy HUMHU OBIJIO BCEro mapy MeTpoB. OmHako LI3y
Anb yyBCcTBOBAJ ce0s TakK, CJIOBHO MeXIy HUMHU HaxofuIach 0ecKoHeuHas mpomnacTk. OH gaxe He
MOT TIPAMEPHO ONPEeNEeUTh KyJIbTHBAINIO 3TOTO MYXKUMHEL.

BEI7I0 094eBHAHO, YTO C €T0 KYJIBTPIBaI_IPIefI Y HEro He Ob1710 OBl HUKAKHX IIIaHCOB HpI/IGHI/ISI/ITBCﬂ K
NMIIEPATOPY, TOJIBKO €CIIN OBl OH CaM €My 3TOr0 He II03BOJINII.

Yxa0 XaHb OKHHYJ €T0 OOJITUM B3TISA0M. “Byob MBI B ITPOIIIOM, SI OBl BOCXUTHUIICS TBOUM
TEeMIIEPAMEHTOM ¥ PeIIMMOCThI0. 91 MoT O Jake MOMBITAThCS B3ITh Te0s 1Mo cBoe Kphito. Ho
ceiyac... KTO-TO Bpofie Te0s HUKOTIa He MMOMUYUHUTCS. B OyayieM HacleqHBIN IPUHII TaKXKe He
CMOKET 3aCTaBUTh Te0S CKJIOHUTHLCS, TaK YTO 9TOT UMIIEPATOP, OYEBHUIHO, HE MOXKET OCTAaBUTh B
JKUBBIX TaKoe xopsiune 6efcTBUe, Kak Thl. [I[prKaxuTe Ka3HUTh €T0 U COOBIIUTE BCEMY MUPY, YTO 3TO
CIIe[ICTBHE OCKOPOIeHUsT HaClIemHOTo IpUHIa”.

I3y AHp: “???”



BpaTaH, TH pa3kIIpHIBaEIlh CBOM KapTH He TakK, Kak momkeH! Thl y2Ke coOupaeIbcss Ka3HUTh MEHS?
Kak s1 BoOO11IEe IONIZKEeH pearupoBaTh?

OxpaHHUKYU OBICTPO BOPBAIUCh BHYTPD. LI3y AHb cobupascst YKIOHUTLCS, HO BCE €T0 TEJI0 OHEMEJIO
JIAIIL OT OJHOT'0 0€3Pa3NMUYHOT0 B3rJIsgAa uMnepatopa. OH He MOT TOIIEBENUTh HU eIMHOM MBIIIIIEH.

113y AHb OBl HEMEJIEHHO 3afiepKaH 0XPaHOW U BHIBEIEH IO KOHBOEM.

113y AHb 3akpryan: “f1 0TKa3bBalCh IPUHUMATh TaKOT'0 pofia Heo60CHOBaHHBIE 0OBUHEHUS!”

VimmepaTop x010qHO oTBeTHI: “C KaKUX ITOP MHE HY>KHO TBOe MHEHME, YTOOH 4TO-1ub0 coenaTs?”

BpartaH, TH He 3aBefelrs cefe Opy3eii, pa3roBapuBas MOJ0OHKIM 00pa3oM.

OH OBICTPO KPUKHYJI, IOKA €T0 BEIBOAUIIM U3 KOMHATH: “3HAYUT, UMIIEPATOPYy HE HyKEeH METO[I
O6eccmepTus?”’

“Beccmeptue?” MiepaTop OMyCTHI TOJIOBY ¥ OKMHYJI B3TJIAIOM CBOIO Kajmurpadui. HaMmek Ha
HaCMeIIKY ITPOMEJIbKHYII Ha ero rybax. I1o MaHOBEHUIO PyKHU JTUCT OyMaru MrHOBEHHO ITPEBPATHUIICS B
TIOPOIIOK, HO CTOJI OCTaJICSI HeBpeOUMBIM. M0XKHO OBLIO JIETKO NPECTaBUTh, HACKOJIbKO BEJIUK OBIIT
KOHTPOJIb Ukao XaHs Hajl COOCTBEHHOMN CHUJIOH.

“BeccmepTHre - NUIIb UIUTIO30PHBIM Upean. MoHapxu yXOOUJIX OOHO ITOKOJIeHUEe 3a APYTUM, KTO U3
HuX 00pes ucTuHHOe 6eccMepTre? ITOT UMIIEPATOP He BEPUT B 3T0. HampoTus, 5 MpuBe Noael K
nobefie Haf AbSIBOILCKUMHU KJTaHAMU U 00beIUHUI JUKYI0 MECTHOCTh. Bce G6yIyT MOMHUTH MOU
CTIaBHBIE MOCTUXKEHUs! ITO U eCcTh UCTUHHOE OeccMmepTre”. IlepBoHaYaNbHO 6€CCTPACTHOE JIUII0
MMIlepaTopa, HaKOHeI], HEMHOT'0 U3MEHUJIOCh. Bce ero cyecTBo, Ka3anoch, OBIJI0 0XBa4EHO CBOETO
poma dhbaHATU3MOM.

113y AHb HeMe[JIeHHO IIPOKJISJI 9TOr0 YenoBeKa. Kakoro yepra ThHl IIOCHITAEIIb TI0fiel Ha MTOMCKU
Cytpnl HupBaubl PeHnkca, eciu Tebs faxke He BOIHyeT OeccmepTtre? Torma 3aueM Tl BOOOIIe
IIpUBEN MeHS ciofa?

[TOCKOTBKY 3TO SIBISIIOCH BOIIPOCOM KM3HU ¥ CMEPTH, Pa3yM IMapHsS OBUTAJICSI CO CKOPOCTHIO CBETA.
OH OrIicTpo oTBeTU: “HO Yepes mecATh THICAY JIET JIIOAU MOTYT 3a0bITh O BalllUX JOCTUXKeHUAX! OHU
MOTYT 3a0BITh O Bac Jaxke 4epe3 HeCKOJIbKO CTONIeTU!”

“HeBo3MoxkHO0!” VMIiepaTop MpHIles B IpoCTh. ITO ObII0 OeccMepTre, K KOTOPOMY OH CTPEMHUIICS,



TO, 0 YeM OH 3aboTuscs 6obiie Bcero. Kak oH MOT TepreTh COMHEHHUS APYTUX?

Brl ycnemmHo 3atporuunu Yxkao XaHs, 3apaboras 999 k spoctu!

HecpaBHeHHO MOIIIHAs aypa BEIPBaiach HApyXky. [IBoe OXpaHHUKOB, 3aepxKaBiux 113y AHs,
HEeMe[JIEHHO OIyCTH/IMChH Ha KOJIEHU U IOIIPOCUITH ITPOILIEHMS.

HecmoTps Ha To, uTO 113y AHB YyBCTBOBAJ Ce0s y2KACHO M3-3a HABJIEHHUs, OH BCE PABHO B3IOXHYII C
o0JlerueHueM.

Haxkonen-to oH TIOJIYYHXII HECKOJIBKO OYKOB SAPOCTH OT 3TOT'0 YEJIOBEKA. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OH BCe ellle
OBLTT YeJIOBEKOM, a He HeIllorpemumMbIM oorom.

[TapeHb HU 3a YTO He cOOUPAIICS TPATUTh BpeMs BIyCTyi0. LI3y AHb BOCIIOIh30BaJICS 9TUM
MHUMOJIETHHIM IIaHCcOM. “To, 4TO g X04y CKa3aTh, He NOMKHO ObIThH YCIIBIIIAHO APYTUMH TIOAbMU” .

ViMmepaTop X0J0OHO B3TJISHYJ Ha HEro. B3aMaxHyB PyKOH, IBO€ OXPAHHUKOB yaanunuck. C ero
KyJIbTUBAIMEN, ECTECTBEHHO, He ObIII0 He0OX0OUMOCTH O0ATHCS KaKUX-THO0 IMOACTyIINBAIOIINX.

Korpa cTpaXXHUKHU YA, UMIIEPATOP CKa3am: “Moxelns roBopuTh. OmHAKO, €CNTA IIOCMEeIlh
00MaHyTb MHOM...” YTpOXKaIOUIUH TOH B €ro royioce 0BT 0UeBUOEH.

113y AHb yKe npuBen B IOPSAKOK cBou MbIciau. OH oTBeTHN: “Maes Ballero umieparopa npekpacHa.
3anucy 0 BallluX AOCTUXKEHUSX BCe elle OyOyT XpaHUThCSI MHOTO-MHOTO JIeT. ATOT TUI OecCMepTHs
ropa3spo 6onee 3HaYUM, yeM OeccMepTHe 4eJIoBeKa, UTO BefeT YeOUHEHHYIO XXKU3Hb B ropax. OmHaKo
U Ballle XXeJlaHue [T0-HACTOSIIeMy He UCIOIHUTCS. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, €CJTH Bbl XOTUTE, YTOOHI Ballll
MOCTUXKEHUS TTepefaBaiCch U3 IIOKOJIEHUs B IIOKOJIEHUE, TO BaM HE00X0IUMO, YTOOH MU CITHL
3anuChIBaId BEIlM TAaKMMHU, KaKue OHU eCTh. Ho Ipu cMeHe JUHACTHUH - KIeBeTa Ha IPeIbIayIInX
IIpaBUTENIEN SIBNIIETCS OOBIYHOM MPaKTUKOM. [Jaxke ecny IUHACTUU He MEHSIOTCS, €CJIU KTO-TO, KTO
He corjaceH ¢ BalmuMm Benu4yecTBOM, yHACIeAyeT TPOH - TO OHU TaKxKe MOTYT BMEIIaThCS B UCTOPHUIO.
B03M0KHO, OHM He CMOTYT 0OOMaHYTh T€X, KTO XKUBET B HEIHEIIIHIO 310Xy, HO OHM 00MaHyT TeX, KTO
OymyT XKUTh CTOJIETUS U THICSUEJIETUS CITYCTS. B TO BpeMsi HOCTUXKEHUS Balllero BelIndecTBa Oblin OBl
norpeGeHHBl B BeJIMKOM PeKe BpeMeHH, U MOCIeNyIolIue MOKOJIeHUs He y3Hanu Okl UCTUHY. Eciu 3T
IIPOU30MAET, TO Ballle BEIMYECTBO He MONYYUT UCTUHHOTO GeccmepTus.”

WmnepaTop npuiypusn ria3a. “Ha 4To Tel HaMeKkaelb?”

113y Aub yneIOHYICS. “Ballle BenuuecTBO BCe MPeKpacHO MOHKWMAaeT. 3aueM 3afaBaTh BOIIPOC, Ha
KOTOPHIU BBl yKe 3HaeTe OTBeT?”

[Tpoctu, Kopons L. fd Mory ucmonb3oBaTh TeOST TOMHKO KaK CBOM muT. Kaxawii cam 3a cebs.



MmnepaTop Haval pa3MbIIIATh Ipo cebs. Eciu 65 KTO-HuOyab TOCMeN pa3roBapuBaTh C HUM TaKUM
TOHOM, OH OBI y2Ke BEIBOJIOK €T0 HapyXKy u 3abun go cMeptu. OgHako cioBa L3y AHSI meNCTBUTENTBHO
3aTPOHYJIX HEKOTOPHIE U3 €T'0 CaMbIX TTTyOOKUX CTPYH HeyBepeHHOCTH. OH Takxke 6eCIOKOUICs 00
3THUX BelllaX BCE 3T T'OMHI.

MyxunHa 6pocun Ha L3y Ans B3rnan. Ha ero muile oTpa3uiiock 3afyMunBoe BeIpaxkeHue. “Torma
Kako# y Te0s minan?”

113y AHb cobupascsi 4YTO-TO OTBETUTh, KOTla BHE3aITHO 3aMeTuJ BrIpaxKeHue Iuila uMieparopa. “yY
BallleT0 BEJIMYECTBa, BEPOSITHO, Y2Ke eCTh IIJIaH, TaK 4TO 5 Obl IUIIb BEICTABUT cebg mypakoM. Ho
€CJI¥ Ballle BeJIMYECTBO X0UYEeT ChIrPaTh MAapTUIO B IIaXMaThl, TO S MOTY IMOCIYXKHUTH IIaXMaTHOU

¢burypoiu.”

Panee 0H melCTBUTENBHO UCIIYTAJICS, HO ITapeHb Y2Ke MOHJ, YTO Apyras CTOPOHAa ucueplana
CIUIIKOM MHOTO PECYPCOB, YTOOHI JOCTABUTH €ro B cTonuily. OH HU 3a YTO He cTaJl OBl Tak Cpa3y ero
yOuBaTh.

[TpuunHa, IO KOTOPOM UMIIEPATOP CHEeJall TO, YTO OH CHeJlal paHee, BEPOSITHO, 3aK/TI04anach B
OOBIKHOBEHHOH [IeMOHCTPAI[UH CHIJIHL.

VimmepaTop Obln youBsieH. “Thl JeMCTBUTENILHO HEMHOT'0 0COOEHHBIN. HeynuBUTEIbHO, YTO OHA
3acTymumach 3a Tebs.”
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