113y Aup pasmaxuBain MmeuoMm Tait's. K coxkaneHnuto, mpu3paku ObITA HE MaTepPUaIbHBIMU
CyllecTBaMH, U3-3a 4ero Med IIPOXOIUII IPSIMO CKBO3b UX TeTa.

3nwie OYXU U30aBallni 3JI0BEIU CMEX, COBEPIIEHHO HEe BBEIKA3bIBasA CTpaxa.

K cuacTrio, y ]_[3}7 AHs GBI €10 [Togconaeunst ®PaHTa3M, Tak YTO OH €IBa CMOT YKIIOHATBCA OT UX
dTakK, He IIOOBePradacCh yKacCallleMy OIBITY TUI'aHTCKOI'O TaoTe.

HeCMOTpH Ha 3TO, 3JIbIM OyXaM BC€ K€ YIaBaJIOCh HEIIATECA B €0 PYKK U HOTH, IIOCHIJIasd OTHEHHYIO
00J1b B T€ MECTa, C KOTOPBEIMH OHM COIIPUKACAIHUCE.

]_[3}/' AHB He MOT IIOCMOTPETh HAa CBOMX HOTH, HO 3dKaTaB PYKadBd OH OTYETJIMBO YBUOEJI KPDACHEIE
OTII€YaTKH YE€JI0BEYECKHUX PYK.

“4ro 3TO0 3a XxpeHb!” - L3y AHb OBITT HE B BOCTOPTe. OTH [AYXHU JIETKO MOTYT YOUTh €ro, a OH faxe He
MOXkeT OTBeTUTh! Kak OH foJizkeH 60POTHCS C 4eM-TO TOOOOHEIM?

[Tpu3paku MOHSIIN, YTO YIIYCTUIU CBOIO Ilejib. Kprda, OHM pa3BEepHYIUCH U BHOBL OPOCUIUCE Ha
TIapHS.

Cepare L3y Anst ynanmo. OH IBITaCs COOOPA3UTh, KaK UMEHHO HYKHO UM ITPOTUBOCTOSTh, KOTHa Hafl
€ro r'0JIOBOM IIPOHECCS IIOTOK YEePHOTO IJIaMeHH.

3mpie OYXU U30aJIi UCITYTaHHBIE BOIIJIX U IIOTIATUIIMCE Ha HECKOJIBKO METPOB. OnHu sIBHO O0SITIHCH
9TOT' O IIJIaMEHH.

[Ta#t MsiHbMaHB yKe mopbexkasna K HeMmy. OHa B3siia pyku LI3y AHs B cBou. “C To60¥ Bce B mopsiake?”

“Bce HOpMasbHO. f He 0KM[all, YTO TBOE YepHOe IIaMs 0ygeT HaCTONbKO 3¢ GHEeKTUBHBEIM B 3TON
cuTyauuu!” - youBneHHO 3aMeTun L3y AHb.

“OTu myxu - 3710Bellre CyllecTBa Tana VHb, B TO BpeMs KaK MOe YepHOe IIjlaMs IIPONU3BOAUT
OOMUHUPYIOIIYIO0 cUNy AHb. ECTEeCTBEHHO OHO MPOTUBOCTOUT UM”, - 0TBeTUNa 1311 MsiHbMaHb.

2Kankue KpUKA TUTAaHTCKOTO Ta0Te 9XOM OTHaBanuch CHU3y. OHM 00a MMOACO3HATENIbHO TOCMOTPEITH
BHU3. 3JIbl€ OYXU IIOCTEIIEHHO COUPAIH IJIOTh C €0 Tejla, IIpeBpallias MOHCTPA BCETO JIUIIb B TPYIY
0eJIBIX KOCTEH.

113y AHb CrI0THYJI. BCe B 3TOM CTpaHHOM [ABOPIIE [0 CMEILIHOTO CUJIbHEL... TOT CKeJIeT-BOMH paHee



yOUII MATEPHIX OOBIYHBLIX TAOTE B OMUHOYKY, TOJIBKO MIJIST TOT'0, YTOOB B KOHEYHOM UTOTEe OBITh
IPUKOHYEHHHIM €I€ OOHUM TMTaHTCKUM TaoTe. L[3y AHb oymaJl, YTO TOT TUTAHTCKUY Ta0Te CTAHET
uX GUHATBHEIM 00CCOM, HO 3TOT MOHCTP B MTOT'€ BCTPETHII CBOM TPAarn4eCcKui KoHelr!

Korpga mioTh TUTAHTCKOTO TaoTe Oblna MOTHOCThIO ChefieHa, MHOXKECTBO 3JIhIX IYXOB II0JIETETN
o0OpaTHO, TPUOIKKAICh K IBYM JTIOMISIM.

[Ts11 MsiHEMaHb 3aCTaBUJIa CBOE YepHOe IJIaMs Pa3rOPEThCA €llle CHUJIbHEE. TombKO TOTma 37ke oOyXu,
HaKOHEIl, Ha4aJIk JePXKaTbCA Ha PAaCCTOAHUMN.

“MoxkeT, cCHadana HaM CTOUT yOpaThcsa U3 3Toro Mecta?” Cka3zana [1sit MsaubMaHb. [UTaHTCKUN
TaoTe, KOTOPHIY yTPOKal UM paHee, YKe yMep U He MPeCTaB/lIsAI HUKaKO! OMaCHOCTH.

113y AHb HaxMypuicsd. “MEel yKe IPOBEJIU AOBOJIBHO MHOTO BDEMEHU B 3TOM CEKPETHOM I1O[3EMEJIbE, -
CKas3aJl OH, - HaM Hy2KHO HalTHU BBEIXO[, IIpeXkae 4yeM Mbl yMpeM. KpoMe TOro, Tenepsb, KOraa MbI
IIpofieJiaiv BECh 3TOT IyTh Ciofa, s1 60I0Ch, YTO YUTH OyHeT He TaK-TO IPOCTO.”

[Ta#t MsiHbMaHb He MOTrjIa ©30aBUThCST OT CBOETro OecrmokoucTBa. “Ho g He MOTy mOIoepKuBaTh 9TO
yepHOe IamMsa BeuHo! Kak TObKO OHO MOTaCHET, C HaC CHUMYT IJIOTh, TOYHO TakK e, KakK C TOro
TaoTe.”

“IlaBa¥i BpeMEeHHO CITYCTHMCSI BHM3 ¥ CHayasia pa3paboTaeMm mian”, - ckadasn L3y AHb, U BHU3 110
JIECTHUIIE

BecuucnenHbie 3716l OyXU TPOOOIKAIKA OKOJTaYMBATHCS BOKPYT HUX. Kak pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOTZia
JI0[X cOOMpPauCh JOCTUYb ITEPBOM CTYIEHU, OyXHU, CTEHAS U 3aBbIBasl, OBUHYIUCH YTOOH TPETPAgUTh
UM TIyTb.

Besikuit pas, korma [19i1 MsiHbMaHb KCIIOIb30Balia YepHoe IaaMsi, YTOOH TPOrHATh YaCTh NYX0B, UX
MeCTO OBICTPO 3aHMMaIK Apyrue. He ObIT0 HUKAKOM BO3MOXKHOCTH IIPOPBATLCS Yepe3 9Ty
Oappukamy.

Ha 3ToM ux mpo6eMel He 3aKOHYUIIUCh. Ka3anocs, 4To 37Ible AyXU MOTJIHM 00IIaThCs APYT C APYTOM.
OHu OBICTPO U3MEHUIN CBOU IJIaH. Bonbias rpymna U3 HUX OBUHYIACh, YTOOB OKPYKUTH IyIT,
II0CTIe Yero Hadasa BpallaThCs.

Bpammasice, OHM CO37laBajIy CUJIbHBIE ITIOPBIBEI 37I0BEILET0 BeTPa, 3aAyBas YepHoe mnaMs [13u
MsHBMAHB.



Ee nmuno mobnenHeno. “f gonro He mpogepxkych!”

31moBelui BeTep fenal NoaaepKaHue ee YePHOTO IylaMeHu 00jiee YTOMUTEIbHBIM, Y4eM 00BIYHO.

Tonoc L3y AHs cTan cepbe3HbIM. “IlaBall BEpHEMCS B TOT BO3BHIIIIEHHEIM [TaBUJIBOH”.

“A Tam HaBepxy, He OyHeT ellle omacHee?” crpocuna [1sit MsaHbMaHb Ype3BEIYaiiHO 06€CIIOKOEHHO.

HBY AHB TOKa4aJ rojoBoi. “JacTo JUIITh TOHKAS T'PaHb OTAEJIAEeT XKU3Hb OT CMEPTH. KTo 3Haer,
MO2XKeT 6I:>ITI:, BBEIXO M3 3TOI'0 IMOOg3eMeJIbs CIIPDATAH KMEHHO HaBerY."

OHU eII€ He BCTpeYasy OPYruX BHIXOHOB 110 IyTH Ciofia. Y HUX He ObUIO ApPyroro BeIOOpa, KpoMe Kak
ITPOABUTATHCS Blieped. EMUHCTBEHHBIN MyTh, OCTABIIMMICS IJIST HUX OTKPHITHIM - HATH BBEPX 10 9TOMN
JIECTHHIIE.

[Tait MsgsHbMaHb HaXOOUIACh B pacTepsiHHOCTH. OJHAKO OHa ITOCIe0Baia 3a HUM BBEPX II0 JIECTHHIIE.

[TaBuLOH OBLT KPYTIIOH GopMEl. Eciiu He cuyuTaTh 60IBIIOr0 GPOH30BOT0 KOT/Ia B CAMOM LIEHTPE, TO
BHYTpH OBIJIO COBEPIIEHHO IIYCTO

113y Aub Opocurics BIepen, 4ToOb ITPOBEPUTH, €CTh JIM KaKue-HUOyIb TOTalHble BEIXOIbI, HO HUYETO
He HalleJl.

KpI/IKI/I " CTeHaHHus CTaHOBHUJIMCH BCE TPOMYE U I'POMUE. 3mnie OyXH, Ka3aJIOCh, ITOHAJIN, YTO Yy 3THX
OBOUX OoJsiblle HET BeIXOHa. Mx CTpaHHBIfI nu y}KaCHbeI CMeX 3aIlOJIHUAJT BO3OYX.

“A 3y, 4TO HaM Temeps AenaTh? d He CMOTy NOANePKUBaTh IJIaMs Be4HO!” - BOCKIUKHYna [1911
MsiHbMaHb , €e T0JI0C HaXOOUJICS Ha T'paHu MMaHUKU. 37I0BeIre BeTPhl 3aCTaBUIM €e MaKCUMaJIbHO
YMEHBIIUTL PAOUYC OeUCTBUS IIAMEHHU, IIPOCTO YTOOB! ITPOIEePKAThCS eIlle HEMHOTO.

113y Aub Haxmypuics. OH Kak pa3 coOupascs OTBETHUTb, KOTHa 00 Hero foHeccs rojaoc Mu Jiu.
“ITouemy 37meCh TaK MHOTO OyXOB?”

113y Aub Obin BHe cebst 0T pamocTty. “Crapinas ceCTpeHKa UMIIepaTpuila, Thl HAKOHEI-TO Ipuial”

Mu JIu xonogHO ¢eIpKHYNa. “TH BCcerga IPOBOLUPYeIlb HENPUATHOCTU. [I0CMOTpH, CKOIIBKO 37eCh
MCTHUTEIBHEIX OYX0B. BCIO TBOIO IJIOTH OBl ChEIH, BEIUAY 5 XOTh Ha MUHYTY I03XKe.”

“¢l 3Ha, YTO CTapIllasi CecTpa UMIepaTpulia Bce elle 3a00Tutcst 060 MHe”, - ckasain L3y AHb,



XuxuKas. “Mexkny MPOYUM, Tl TOXKE SBJISEIILCS TyXOM. MOXKeIb I Thl IOTOBOPUTEL C HUMU U
CKa3aTh, UTO MBI BCe Ha OJHOU CTOpoHEe?”

Mu JIu Ha MTHOBEHHKE MOTepssia Jap peun.

Brl ycnenrno 3atposnunu Mu JIu, 3apa6oTaB 233 ouka spocTu!

“3a KOTro Tl MEHSI IPUHUMaeIh?!”

“9M... 9 mogyman, 4To BhI, pebsiTa, KaxKeTech HEMHOT0 ITOX0KHUMHU C TOYKYU 3PEHUS Ballleld TeIeCHON
dbopMEI, MOXKeT OBITh, ¥ BaC eCTh KOe-4To ofiee...”

“XMm@! Y aTux TBapeu 0CTaIuCh NUIIb UHCTUHKTHL. VX JaXKe HeNNb3s1 CYUTATh pa3yMHBIMU. Kak oHU
BOOOI1le MOTYT CPaBHUTBLCS CO MHOU?”

YcnbiaB HEMPUKPHITHIN THEB B ee rojioce, 113y AHb mOHS, 4TO 001axarsncs, 1 OBICTPO CMEHUTT TEMY.
“KxM, kxM... CTapias cecTpa UMIepaTpulia, y Te0s ecTh Kakue-HUOYOb NPeI0KEeHUs OTHOCUTEIIBHO
TOT0, YTO HaM CJIefyeT fesaTh?”

“KoHeuHO ecTp”, - ropgo ckadaia Mu JIu. “4d npepnosnara, 4To 3TO XKePTBEHHBIY anTaphb MHbIana”.

“ZKepTBeHHHIN antapb?” L3y AHb OTIsigesnicss BOKPYT. ITO ObIJIO HE COBCEM TO, YETO OH OXKHKIAJI, HO
cemyac 3To OBIIO He BaXXHO. “Kakoe OTHOIIIeHUE XEePTBEHHLIHM alTaph UMeeT K Halllei HeIHeITHeHl
cutyanuu?

Mu Jlu oTtBeTuna: “B MHblllaHE XXEePTBOIPUHOIIEHNE CYATAJIOCH BaKHBIM A€JIOM. PoXeHNUe uimn
CMepPTh, BOKHA, CETbCKOE X03MCTBO... 2KEPTBOIIPHUHOIIEHNE YCTPAuBalIoCh 10 CAMBIM Pa3TUYHbIM
BaxKHBIM ITOBOfiaM. Kak TOJbKO XKepTBa Oblyla IpUHECEeHa, JII0OU Ipocuiu Hebeca 0 ITOMOIIIH.
[ToCKOMBKY 3TO KEPTBEHHLIN aliTaph, IPaBUIbHOE MTOJHOIIEHKE JOI2KHO IIOMOYh Te0e BHIOpaThCs U3
3TOM KaTacTpoQHL.”

“ITopHommenue?” JItom¥ COBPEMEHHOTO MUpa OBIJIM MOBOJIBHO HajleKX OT TAKUX Belllel, KaK puTyasn
JKepTBonpuHomeHus. Cxkuranue 071aroBOHUM ¥ IT0XKEePTBOBaHNUE IeHeT OBIJIO IIpeiesioM UX 3HaHUM.
Koro 6ecrniokoumny Takue BeIId, KakK XKePTBOIPUHOIIEHUS?

Mu JIu cka3ana: “OO0BIYHO B KePTBY IIPUHOCUIHN KHUBOTHHIX, HO B ClTydae ¢ MHbIIIAHOM caMoi
Ka4yeCTBEHHOU XXEPTBOU fABNAIACh YesloBedecKas XKU3Hb. XKutenu MHblIaHa BEepUNY, 4TO
IIOJHOIIIeHNE TIJIOTH ¥ KPOBU LeHUTCS Hebecamu G0JIbIlle BCETO U BHI3BIBAET HAMIYYIINM OTKIIUK.”

113y AHb BCIIOMHHUJI COfiepKaHue TOT0 HOKYMeHTa/lbHOTo (GuibMa. HeyoquBUTEIbHO, YTO PAHBIIE TaM



OBIJIO TAaK MHOTO OeJbIX KOCTeH. BeposiTHO, BCe OHU MCITONTb30BAJIUCH B KAUECTBE
JKEPTBOMPUHOIIEHUH.

“ITouemy myxu He IPUHSJIUA TOTO TaOTe B KAUeCTBE XKEPTBHI?” - B 3aMellaTeIbCTBe cipocu L3y AHb .
“OH ymep 37ecCh, ero IJI0Th faXKe HaYKUCTO Cogpanun”.

“?Kutenu ViHbIIaHa BCerma IOTOBUJIM CBOM IOJHOIIEHUSI B GPOH30BOM KOTJIe. [IOCKOJIBKY MSICO TaoTe
TOTOBHUJIOCH HE BHYTPH HETO, 3TOI'0 MOHCTPA HEJb3s1 CUUTATh IOJHOLIEHNEM. ”

“¢l momxeH ObI7T 3a0paTh €ro TPYI, ecu OB 3HaJ, 4TO Bce Tak obepHeTcs!” Cepaue L3y AHs
HAIOJIHUJIOCH coXKaneHueM. “I'me MHe Teleps HAUTHU XKepTBY?”

“YT0 B 9TOM TaAKOro cinoxHOro?” 'omoc Mu Jlu ctan negsHeIM. “Pa3Be TBOS CUCSCTasi CECTPEHKa He
HeasibHOE MOJHOLIeHWe? JTO YeJloBeuecKas XKepTBa BhicoYaullero kauyecrsa. OHa XOpolleHbKasd, y
Hee Oornbias rpyns. A Bepio, uTo HeGeca OymyT Ype3BbHYaWHO TOBOJIbHHEI.

“YyuThiBasi TBOU C HEM OTHOIIEHUS, OHa He OymeT HacTopoxke. Thl CMOXKeIlb JOCTATOYHO JIETKO YOUTh
ee...”

113y AHBL He MOT IIOBEPUTH B TO, YTO TOJILKO YTO YCJIBIILIAI.

Ona npaBha Tak CHUJIbHO ee HeHaBUOUT? Mu JIlu Ha caMOM [ere MpeasioxKuila UCI0/Ib30BaTh bombiyio
MsHbMaHb B KaUeCTBe XKEePTBHI, U Jaxe MosicHuIa getanu! Th IPOCTO 3aBUAYelllb, YTO ee TPyb
0oJIbIlle TBOEI?

Mu JIu HeTepnenuBo GBIPKHYIA. “TH JOMXKEH BCe XOPOIIEeHbKO 00yMaTh, HHA4Ye B KOHEYHOM UTOTe
norubHeIs BMecTe ¢ Hell. Ec/iu Tak Xo4eTcs yMepeTh, TO BaJlsiii, HO He Tallu MeHs 3a coboi. Ecnu
THI He MOZKEIIh ClIe/IaTh 3TO CAMOCTOSITEJIBHO, TO 51 ToMory Tebe”.

“Hu 3a yto!” 113y AHb cpa3y Ke oTKa3ajcs. ETo MBICTIH METaIuCh, BO3MOXKHO, 6ECIIOKOSICh O TOM,
yTOo Mu JIu IeiCTBUTEIbHO MOXKET 4YTO-TO IPEAIPUHATE. BHe3anHas forajgka nopasusia ero rojiosy.
“Y MeHs1 ecTb nmogHoIeHue!”
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