Bce onu OblTH O1IETOMITEHE. [I0BEPHYB T'OJI0BHI, YTOOH IOCMOTPETH, OHU 3aMETUITU GUTYDY,
Me[IJIEHHO BBIXOJSIIYIO U3-3a NEePEBbEB.

Qurypa Oplna He TaKOW YK OOJIBIION MU BBICOKOW. JTO GBI CTAPUK C CEOLIMU BOJIOCAMHU, KOTOPHIN
HETOPOIINIMBO IIeJT BIEPEN, ONUpPasich Ha TPOCTh. OH BHITJISMIEN TOYHO TaK e, KaK 1000 TUITUYHBIH
ctapuk. OmHaKO M3-3a TOTO, YTO OH IOSIBUJICA Tak rTyO0KO B TopaX, HUKTO HU 3a YTO He IPUHSII OBl
€ero 3a 0OBIYHOTO YesIoBeKa.

IIBa pora, BRITJIAOBIBAIOINNE U3-TI0A BOJIOC HA €TI0 BHCKaAX, BEI3BAJIK IMIOKOBOE€ Y3HABAHNE Ha UX JIMIAX.
B ogHO MrHOBeHIE OHM BCIIOMHMIIM, KTO OH TaKOM.

9TO0 GBI TOT, KTO HEUTPATM30BAJI CaM0Oe MOIIHOE OPYyXK¥e BHIIUTHIX TOCTaHHUKOB BCET'0 OTHUM
cnoBoM. OH OBIJT IPUYKUHOM TOTO, YTO BeimuTeie ITocTaHHUKY ObLIM YOUTH OOUH 3a OPYTUM, Ipexe
YeM B KOHEYHOM UTOTe He ObLIM YHUUTOKEHHI.

9To cTapeiMHa packl ApakoHOB! 113y AHb OblI B y2Kace. YTo, 4epT BO3bMH, TPoucXoqut? Pa3se OHU
He TOBOPHUJIM, YTO pace JPaKOHOB He HPABUTCSI BMEIIMBATHCS B MUPCKHUe fena. OH JoiKeH OB YUTH
IIOCJIe UCII0/Ib30BaHus cBoero fA3nika [lymmu! [ToueMmy 0oH Bce ellle 31ecCh?

OTOT CTapHUK, BEPOSITHO, 3aMETHII aJIOT0 APAKOHA, KOTOporo L3y AHb mpu3Baji U MPHUILET CIOfa,
4yTOOBI pa300paThCs.

[ToyeMy BCe 3TO AepbMO IPOUCXOTUT CO MHOU?!

Ero MbICIM MeTauCh, HO Ha JIHlle BCe ellle Obla ybi0Ka. “Brl, JOIXKHO OBITh, IIYTUTE, CTapetInuHa!
Kak Mor oguH U3 4JIeHOB Balllero KjaHa 0Ka3aThbCsa 30ech?”

CrapeiinHa [paKOHOB IIOCMOTPEJI Ha Hero, 3aTeM 00BeJI B3TJIII0OM OCTaJIbHEIX. B ero riasax
BCIIBIXHYJIO yauBIeHue. “Tak 3To Bhl, pedsita”.

Ero rmasa IIpoaoJzKain 6Hy}KIl;aTB BOKDYT, ABHO BEIMCKHBAA TE€X TEMHBIX SHBQ)OB. OpHako OH Tak
HHUKOI'O 1 HE 3aMETHII.

113y AHb ycMexHyJICA U cKa3an: “Kakoe coBnapmeHue! f He oxXupas, 4YTO Mbl BCTPETUMCS BHOBb. C
yBazKeHHeM, KaK MHe CjieyeT K BaM oOpamufaTtbcs?”

CrapeilivHa OPAKOHOB CKa3asl: “ITOoro crapuka 30ByT Ao LlroaHb”.

113y AHb OBl olesIoMIieH. Y 9TOro cTapuka U mpaBfa ¢paMunus "Ao"! 3To ObII0 04eHb ITOX0XKe Ha
(bamMuIny IpakoHOB B (JaHTACTHYECKUX POMaHax ero MpefbIayliero Mupa. ABiseTcs JId 9TO
coBHmaJeHueM?



OH OBICTPO YCIIOKOUJI CBOM MEICIIM U, CXKaB KyJlaK, mpou3Hec: “IIpuBeTCTBYIO Bac, CTapeHinunHa Ao.
Pa3Be Bl He yuIu paHee?”

Ao Il10aHb paccMessiCs U OTBETHI: “ITOT CTapUK ITOYYBCTBOBaJ M3001INe MPUPORHON Ku B aTOM
MeCTe U PeIIn IPOTyIaThCS II0 TopaM, YTOOBl pa3BUTh CBOIO Ky/IbTUBALIMIO. {1 HE 0XKUAAN, YTO
BHE3aITHO IOYYBCTBYIO aypy MOETO0 COIJIEMeHHUKa, He TOBOpS yxke 00 aype cMepTH.”

YeprTa c fBa g Tebe moBepui! Thl MOXKeIIb KyJIbTUBAPOBATh I'le YTOMHO — ITOYEMY THI PEIINII CHe/laTh
3TO0 B ropax? Bcs aTa uyib 0 6e3pa3nuyuy K MUPCKUM fiejlaM, BePOSITHO, pasbIinBKa. f He
YIOUBIIIOCh, €CJTM OHHU IIPOCTO BHIKKJAIOT CBOETO Yaca B CTOPOHE, 0KUfas BO3MOXKHOCTH ypBaTh cebe
BCe CITMBKM!

[Tsit MgubMaHb nogomna K L3y Ao, “CtapeumuHa Ao, eClii MOU ITOA03PEHUS BEPHBI, BBl JOIKHEI
OBITH YWIEHOM pachl PaKOHOB, BePHO? 3aueM KOMY-TO M3 BalllUX COIJIEMEHHUKOB OBITh 371eCh?”

YxkoH [[aHb CTOsIA 110 APYTYI0 CTOPOHY OT HETO, SIBHO OXKHUAas JII0ObIX BHE3AIHAIX aTakK.

“3to Tak? Torma, BO3MOXKHO, 5 IeHCTBUTENbHO omuOcs.” HecmoTpst Ha To, uTo Ao LloaHb cKa3an
3TO, OH He C[iefall HU MaJleHIero ABUKeHus, 4ToO0b yUTH. Ero rna3a mpopmomnxkany OnyKaaTh 10 UX
TeJaM.

BHe3amHo moHeccs HeOBOIBHEIM T010C. “BEI TOBOPHTE 0 GOJIBIIIOM aloM ApaKoHe?”

Bce noBeprynuch nunoM K Canr Lgnio. OmacHb 651€eCK TPOMENbKHY B r1a3ax [19it MsHbMaHb.

“IledcTBUTEIBLHO. Mab4yUK, TH YTO-HUOYOb 3Haelb 00 aToM?” cripocun Ao L{ioaHb, ogapuB ero
IpyKeno0HbIM BEIpakKeHWEeM JIHIIa.

Canr XyH HaxMmypucs. OH 1ociaj CBOeMy CHIHY IIpenyIpexeHue yepes nepenauy Ku. “LIgHb’3p,
Oymb OCTOPOKEH CO CIIOBAMM”.

Canr LIsHb IPUTBOPUIICS, YTO HUYEro He ciblmal. OH yKa3an npaMo Ha L3y Arsa. “Ox 3HaeT. OH
aKTUBUPOBAJI KAKOU-TO HaBHIK “BoceMHanLaTh afoHel, yOMBaOIIMX ApaKoHa” U 3TOT OTPOMHBIH
aJIbIM IPAKOH MTHOBEHHO IOSBHUIICH."

Opnoro Bupna I1ait MsinbMaHb 1 YK3H [laHb, CTOAMUX 10 60KaM oT 113y AHs, OBIJIO IOCTATOYHO,
4yTOOBI CBECTH €T0 C YMa OT PEBHOCTH.

OH Bcerpa CMOTpeJI CBLICOKA Ha 3Ty YINYHYIO KPBICY U BCEr[ja 4YyBCTBOBAJI, UTO 3TO OTPOAbE BO BCEX
OTHOIIIEHUSIX HAMHOT'0 HUXKe ero camoro. OgHako 6utBa ¢ [JTuHT PaHOM SICHO IIPOIEMOHCTPUPOBATA,
yTo 113y AHB yKe JaBHHIM-OaBHO 00OTHAJ €ro.



OH He MOT CMMPUTBCSI C MBICJIBIO, YTO MOy HUMHM CYIIIeCTBYEeT TaKas OrpoMHas pa3Huia. YTo etre
TpyOHee ObIIO IPUHSTH, TaK 3TO OCO3HAHKE TOTO, YTO B OYAYIIIEM 3TOT Pa3phiB OyIET TOIHKO
YBEJIUYHUBATHCS ¥ YBEIMYUBATHCS.

Curtyarus ¢ YxoH [laHb yKe IIpuUBeja K TOMY, YTO OHU OBOE He MOTJIM XKUTh IIOJl OMHUM HEOOM.
EnuHCTBEHHOE, 0 UeM OH celyac myMa, - 3T0 u30aBUThLCS OT LI3y AHs!

910 OBLN MAeanbHbIH maHc. OH M03aMMCTBYET CUIY CTapeMIINHE APAKOHOB, YTOOR JOCTUYHL CBOEH
IIeJIH.

HaxMypeHHBIH B3TJIA[ mpopesan riaybokue 60po3nel Ha 10y Canr XyHa. OH BCe ellle Haflesyics, 4To
€ro CBIH CMOXKET KaK-TO noiafguTh ¢ LI3y AnemM. OgHaKO UHTUMHOCTB, C KOTOpoX YK3H [laHb Bejla
cebs c LI3y AneM, mepedepkHya a00yi0 BO3MOXKHOCTD ITOTOOHOT0 UCX0a.

OpHako, maxe ecyu OBl 9TO OBITIO TAK, €ro CHIH MIPSIMO ceidac MPUHUMAN He caMoe Pa3yMHOoe
petenue. JJaxe eciu Tl X04ellb HACTPOUTHCS BpaxkmeOHO 10 OTHOIIEHHIO K HeMy, Tebe ClenyeT, 1Mo
KpanHeu Mepe, T0O0XKaaTh, II0Ka s BEI3T0poBeto! MEl jaxke He 3HaeM, ApYr 3TOT CTapeulInHa
IPaKOHOB MM Bpar. YTo, ecjiy OH NPUAET 3a HAMHU II0CJIe TOro, Kak yoret L[3y Aus?

Canr LuHb TOXe npuKycuia rydy. YecTHo roBopsi, OHa He omo0Opsifia pelieHue cBoero 6paTta. OHM
BCE CpaKkaluch BMecTe, U LI3y AHb Jaxe [ajl UM TPH JparoleHHbIe TaOleTKU. YIapUTh er0 HOXKOM B
CIIHUHY OBIIO OYEHB TOJIEIM ITOCTYIIKOM.

OpHaKo OH Bce erre OB ee CTapIIuM OpaToM, TaK YTO OHA He MOTJIa ITOMTH IIPOTHUB HETO.

113y AHb npuuIypus rina3a u nocMoTpen Ha Canr 1[sHs. Kak oH MOr He pa3rafiaTh UCTUHHBIX
HaMepeHUH 3Toro yejoBeka? [Ioxoxke, mopa IPEKPaTUTh MPOSIBNIATh K HEMY CHUCXOOUTEIbHOCTD.

“BoceMHapiIaTh JIafloHeH, yOUBaIOIIMX ApakoHa?” Bripaxenue nuia Ao 1li0aHs CTamo XOJIOIHbIM,
KOTZla OH yCJblmaj 3T0. OH moBepHYJICS, YTOOH MOCMOTPETh Ha L3y Ausg “Kakoil caMOHa[esSHHBbIM
mapeHs!”

L13y Aub OBICTPO C3KaJl KyJlaK ¥ cKa3ai: “f mpumyMar 3To mIpocTo 4Tob 3amyraTh NIPOTUBHUKA. JTO
HEHACTOsIIAs TeXHUKA. I He 0XKumas, YTO OCKOPOUI pacy HPaKoHOB. £ MCKpeHHe U3BUHSIOCH”.

Ao Lroans ycmexnyncs. “UTtak, Tel IPOCTO 3TO BhigyMan? Torga CKaXxu MHeE, TOT ajIblid OPakoOH TOXe
OBLT BEIIYMKOU?”



“Anbrii ppakoH? Kakoy anblii mpakoH? Hackombko oH OblT BenuK?” 113y AHb TPUTBOPHUIICS
HEBEXXECTBEHHBIM.

Ao Il10aHb paBHOAYIIHO CKa3an: “HecMOTps Ha TO, YTO 3TO OBIJI BCETO JIMIb APAaKOH HU3IIETO KJlacca,
KOTOPHIM He KyJIbTUBUPOBAJI MHOTO JIET, OH BCe elrle ObLI JOBOJIbHO CujieH. [[yMaio, Toe-To TPUCTa
METpOB B [IJIUHY.”

“Tpucra metpoB?” I3y AHb paccMessica U CKa3al: “f yBepeH, 4TO KOe B YeM BBl CO MHOU
corylacuTech. 3a0yabTe Ha MIHOBEHHE O TUTAHTCKOM [IpaKOHe [JINHOM B TPUCTA METPOB — MHI He
cMoru OBl CIIPSITATh 37IeCh HaxKe 3Mel0 OJIMHOW B TPU MeTpa.”

“B03MOKHO, THI CIIPSITAl €T0 B KAKOM-HUOYAb IPOCTPaHCTBeHHOM apTedakTe”. Ckazan Ay LlioaHs,
(BIPKHYB.

“ITpocTpaHcTBeHHBIN apTedakT?” 113y Aub yneiOHyICS. “Kakol mpocTpaHCTBEHHLIM apTedaKT MOXKeT
BOOpaTh B ce0sT TAKOI'0 OTPOMHOTO ApaKoHa?”

OcTanbHbIEe COTIACUIIUCh, YTO B 9TOM €CTh CMBICH. [IpOCTPaHCTBEHHEIN apTe(aKT C HECKOIbKUMHU
KBaIpaTHRIMU METPaMU BHYTPH yKe OBl ObI JOBOJILHO OOJBINUM U PeOKUM. Kak MOTJIO CYIIecTBOBATh
YTO-TO, CIIOCOOHOE CKPHITh TaKOT'0 OTPOMHOI0 IpaKoHa?

HecMmoTpst Ha 9TO, OHM HE MOTJIM OTPHUIIATh TOTO, YTO BUEIN COOCTBEHHBIMU I'1a3aMu. UTo
IIPOMCXOOUT Ha camMoM fene?

Ao Lroans Haxmypuncs. OH SBHO He BEPHUJI, UTO CYIIECTBYET IIPOCTPAHCTBEHHBIN apTedakKT,
CITOCOOHBIM Ha TaKoe.

“He cnyiay 4yl 9TOr0 MapHS. f TONIBKO YTO MCIIOIb30Ball UIM03UI0. Ero rinasa Ceirpaayd ¢ HUM
3JIy10 IIYTKY”, - CKa3as L3y AHb.

Canr lIgHb HaYal IaHUKOBaTh. “Kak s Mor, BO3MOXKHO...”

Ao Ilroanb pepBan ero. “¢ He 3HaI0, 0OMaHYIU €ro rjla3a WU HET, HO 5 OBl He [MOIYCTHII TaKOH
ourn6ku. Kpome Toro, s OBl HA 3@ YTO HE CIyTal aypy ApakKoHa.”

113y AHB ITO3BOIUI CBOEM yIIbIOKE yracHyTh. “TI0CKONIBKY BH He BEPUTE MHE Haxe IOCIIe BCEX 9TUX
00BSICHEHUH, YTO BbI COOMpPaeTech nenaTh?”

Ao Il10aHb paBHOAYIIHO cKa3an: “OTHai TPy MOETOo COIJiIeMeHHMKA ¥ BO3BpAIllaics CO MHOM, YTOOH
BCTPETUTHCS C OCTAJIbHBIMY YJIeHaMU KJlaHa OPaKOHOB. Jlufep KjlaHa caM pacCymuT 3TO Heo.”



113y AHb paccMessica U cka3an: “IIociie Bcex 3TUX pa3roBOPOB, KaXkKeTCH, YTO ThHI IIPOCTO XKakKIelllb
MOETO0 IIPOCTPaHCTBEeHHOTO apTedakTa u CyTrpel HupBaubt ®enukca! Y Bac, pe6sita, Je#CTBUTENIBHO
€CTb HEMHOTO HarJIoCTH, BeCTu ce0s Tak, Oy[ITO Bac HYU KalleJIbK{ He BOJIHYIOT MUPCKUE fella, a
IIOTOM BHIKMIIEIBATh OMOOHEIe TPIOKHU. JIuiiemepsrl! ITpoBanmuBai oTcomal”

Ao Loanb B3peBen B rHeBe: “COMIIK, TH CMeellb YHUXKaTh pacy ApakoHOB?!”

Brl ycnemmso 3atponnunu Ao LioaHs, 3apa6oTtas 999 oukoB sipocTu!

I3y AHb ycMmexHYICS. “Bpoch yxKe MPUTBOPATHLCS. {1 SIBHO YHUXKAI0 TUYHO Te0s, ¥ TOMbKO Te0s! Th
ONVIH He IpencTaBlsfellsb BCIO pacy OJpakoHOB.”

Ao Lroans OB TAK 3071, YTO pacxoxoTascs. “IIpeBocxomuo! ITpoIIo MOBOIEHO MHOT'O BPEMEHHU C TEX
II0P, KaK KTO-TO OCMeJIMBAJICA TaK pa3roBapuBaTh CO MHOM, He TOBOPA yXKe 0 YeJI0BeKe C TaKOu
JKaJIKOU KyJbTuBauuen!”

Canr LIgub OBIT TaK CYACT/IUB, YTO ITOYTH NUKOBal. Hamepu eMmy 3aguuily! 3tot 113y AHb U TpaBOa
BBIJIE3 U3 MYCOPHOT0 Befpa. Takas cobaka, KaK Thl, 0CMEJIMBAETCS BHICOKO 3aiUPaTh XBOCT TOJILKO
IIOTOMY, UTO Tebe ITOBE3/I0 U THI Halllesl CII0c00 HEMHOTO TIOBEICUTE CBOIO KYyJIbTHBAIMIO? [IOMHHU, KTO
THI €CTB!

113y AHb GrIpKHYI. “Pa3Be MbI, Moy, He 0OTOPOCUIN pacy ApakoHOB 00paTHO B CEBEPHBIE ITyCTOLIN ?
C gero 310 Tebe ecTh YeM MoxBacTaThCA? Ecnu y Te6s1 0eCTBUTENIbHO XBATUT CMEJIOCTH, UAK
MIO300POBAaMCS C HAIllMM UMIIEPaTOPOM B MMIIEPATOPCKOM ABOPIE.”

Y Ao Llans mepexBaTuio aeixanue. O4eBUIHO, OH 3HAJ 0 cujie uMmieparopa. OCTaBnsas B CTOPOHE
camoro cebs1, maxe y JTufepa packl APaKOHOB He OBIIO IIAHCOB IMTPOTUB 3TOT0 YesioBekKa. OH HU 3a UTO
He OCMeJUJICS OBl YCTPOUTEL OeCOPSIOKY B UMIIEPaTOPCKOM [IBOPIIE.

OH ¢ripkHyn. “Comnnsik, g 103a6049ych 0 TOM, YTOOH! THI ITOXKaJIeI 0 CBOEM BHICOKOMepHUu”.

[Is1 MsiHEMaHb HEeMe[JIEHHO 3aKpuyasa, npenynpexpaas. “Byas octopoxen!”

OHa 3Hasa, 4TO 9TOT CTapeuIIrHa BOT-BOT CHejlaeT CBOY XOfI, ¥ HaHecClla yoap MepBoi, YTOOH
BOCIIOJIb30BATHCS IPEUMyIecTBOM. CBUpENoe YepHoe IIaMs BEIPBaIoCh HapyXy.

Ao Ilr0anb BooO1Ie He aBurancs. OH 6eccTpacTHO IIOCMOTPETT Ha YepHOe IlaMs, Hecylleecs K HEMY,
Y Me[JIeHHO npou3Hec: “A3bK [lymu [IpakoHoB — moracu!”

Kak TOnbKO CJI0Ba CleTenu ¢ ero ryd, Haberalee 1miaMs UC4Ye3Jio.



Ha numne I1a#t MsitHbMaHb ObIT HapucoBaH 110K. OHa HECKOJIbKO pa3 MogHUMaJlla PyKy, HO OT Hee
JIeTeNu TOJIbKO UCKPhL. OHa BoOOIIe He MOTJIa Pa3kKeydb CBOE IIaMs.

Ao Lroans nepesen B3ran Ha L3y Avg. “KOHomla, 1 04eHb HEJOBOJIEH TeM, KaK CKBEPHOCJIOBUT TBOU
poT. 5 3acTaBmnio Te0S CTO pa3 ymapuTh ceds o cO6CTBEHHOMY PTy. MHe He X04eTcs fieflaTh 3TO
camomy. A3bIK [y [IpakoHOB— Yaap...”

[Ipexne yeM OH ycresn 3aKOHYUTh, Ao L[r0aHb yCbIlIan HaCMeLIUBLIY ronoc. “Ha 4To nsaumsca?”
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