LI3y AHb moHa4vamy ObUI COUT C TOIKY TE€M, YTO yCibimasi. Ero mepBoi peakiuei OBIIO TO, YTO 3TOT
CTApUK MHITAETCS 3aiepKaTh ero MpocTo TakK.

f maXke HUKOTZa pPaHbIIe He OB B CTOJIUIlE, HE TOBOPS y2Ke 0 TOM, YTOOH! YKPacTh YTO-TO,
[IpUHaJIexasllee UMIepaTopy!

OpHako ero riasa BHe3alHO PaCLIMPUINCh, KOTga OH BCIIOMHUII Pa3roBop Mexnay Bai [laneM u
CrapeiMm Mu. Crapeiii My, no-BUAMMOMY, BO3TJIaBUJI IPYNIy Jitofel B mouckax "CyTpsl HupBaHb
denukca", HO OH CTaJl XXKa[HBIM U YOUJI OCTalbHEIX. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, OH CO3[aJsl BlieYaTJieHue, YTO
BCS UX I'pyIia OblJla YHAUYTOXKEHA, a 3aTeM OH CKPBIJICS.

K coxameHuio, B 9TOM Mupe He ObIJI0 abCOMIOTHEIX CEKPeTOB. [IBOPEIl BCe Ke MPOHI0Xajl 00 9TOM |
nocnan Baii [Jang Ha pa3Bedxy.

Opuaxko Bait [JaHbk yMep, ¥ UMIIEPATOp He HOoJKeH OvlT y3HaTh, 4To LI3y AHb o6maman CyTpoi
Hupsans ®enukca. Yianoch 11 eMy KaKUM-TO 00pa30oM CBSI3aThCSI C UMIIEPATOPCKUM [BOPIIOM TIepe
CMEPTHIO?

Wnu 310 GBITIO U3-3a YEer0-TO APYToro?

OH ToxKe He MOT ObITh YBepeH. [lorpyKeHHbIH B CBOU MBIC/IH, OH OTpearupoBasl TOIbKO TOTHa, KOTaa
COJIJATH IPUOTU3UNIACH K HEMY.

Y Canr XyHa ¥ Tak OBbIJIO CIMIIKOM MHOTO IIPUYMH 171 6ECIIOKONCTBA, ¥ OH HEe COMPOTUBJISIICS.
Opuaxko L3y Aub OBl IEpecesieHIleM, ¥ KOHIIEIUS UMIIePaTOPCKOM BJIacTH He Obljla 3amevaTiieHa B
ero co3Hanuu. OH HU 3a YTO He MTO3BOJIUJI OBl 3TOMY CIIYUYUTHCSH.

Kormga conpaThl MOSBUIUCH nnepen HUM C KaHOaJlaMHy, OH MCYe3 B MITHOBEHHE OKa.

['ma3a kopons JIssHa cy3unucek. “Tel oBOJIbHO cMest! Thl ocMenuBaelbCs UATH IIPOTUB
MMIlepaToOpcKoro yka3a? Knan Uy B Halllu IHU [eHCTBUTENbHO Oe3paccyneH!”

113y Anb Gosiicst, yTo KinaH Uy O6yeT 3aMelllaH B €eT0 IeHCTBUSX, I03TOMY OH CKa3aJl yTPIOMBEIM
ronocoM: “4 - 970 4, a KimaH Uy - 910 Kiad Yy. He BbUIMBay nmomMou U Ha KiiaH y.”

Kopons JIgu ycmexuyncs. “Iloxoxe, y TeOs eCTh Bhiep&Ka. K coxXaneHuio, Bce Te, KTO UOET IPOTUB
MMIIEepPaTOPCKOro yKa3a, ABIAITCA Ipematensamu!”

Ce JTaoroHb OGBICTPO OpOCHUIACH BIIEpPE] KaK pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOTla OH coOMpascs OTHATh ellle OOHY
KOMaH[y. “YBaxkaeMblil KOPOJib, 3eCh KaKoe-To Hefgopa3dymeHnune? M3 Toro, 4To s 3Haw, L3y AHb 3a
BCIO CBOIO XM3Hb HU pa3dy He MOKuAas ropox Apkou JIyHE, He TOBOPS y&Ke O TOM, UTOOBI OTIIPaBUTHCS
B cTonuIy. Kak OH MOT UMeTh YTO-TO 00Illee C ero BeTMYeCcTBOM, He TOBOPS YKe O TOM, YTOOBI
YKpPacTh OHY U3 €ro Beleu?”



Bce ocTanbHbIe TPUCYTCTBYIOLINE pa3fAeisiii TaKoe XKe 3aMelnaTeNnbCcTBo. L3y AHb OBII BCEro IHIb
IIPU3BAHHBIM 3TE€M ¥ TOJIBKO HeIaBHO HA4aJll T0laBaTh HEKOTOPHIE Hamekabl. OH GBI TPOCTO
pebeHKOM ¢ ymullel. Kak 0H MOT yKpacTh YTO-TO Y UMIIEpaTopa?

Haxe Canr XyH ObIl COUT C TONKY. Y HEro OBUIO YETKOE MTOHMMaHUE TOTO, HACKOIBKO Y2KACaIOIUM
OblTa KyJIbTUBAIMS UMIIepaTopa. 3abymem o LI3y AHe, maxke OH He CMOT YKPacTh Obl HU eIMHOM BeIlx
y umnepatopa. OH IeHCTBUTEIbHO MTOHSTUS HE UMeJI, I0YeMy TAaKOTO CIy4alHOro 4ejloBeKa, Kak L3y
AHb, 0OBUHUIIM B TONOOHOM IIOCTYTIKE.

BremnocTs Ce [JaoioHb Oblna UCKTIOYUTENbHOU. Ee c1oBa Tak:Ke ObUIM €CTECTBEHHBIMU U
Oe3ymepKHBIMY, a e MaHepa AepKaTbCs OblyIa 9KCTPAOPOUHAPHOM, YTO ITOMOTJIO IIPUBIIEYb
BHUMaHUe Kopond JIgHa. “THl...?”"

“9TOT CKpOMHEIH YenioBekK - Ce [Jaowub. Mo oTen - nopg ropopa Apkou JIyaer Ce U.” Ce [laowoHb
IIOIIPHBETCTBOBAJIA €T'0 TPAIM03HO U C JOCTOMHCTBOM. Te, KTO ee OKpYyKaJ, OblIu B 671aroroBeHOM
cTpaxe. Y Hee meWCTBUTENLHO ObIIM MaHEPHl JOYePH U3 3HATHOTO KJIaHa.

“Utak, ol Mucc Ce.” BripaxeHue nuiia Koposs JIsHa HEMHOTO CMSAT4YuUI0Ch. OH SIBHO OBIJT 3HAKOM U C
BOIIPOCOM BBEIOOpa K€eHHI HacJiefHOro mpuHIa. "UTto He Tak? Heyxkenu ropoackou gopg Ce Toxe
X04eT UMEeTh [eJI0 C 3TUM MMPECTyIHUKOM?”

Ce [JaowoHb IOCIEIIHO CKa3amna: “KoHeuHo, HeT! 4 cupamrBaio 00 9TOM IPOCTO [JIS TOT'0, YTOOBI
pa3BesdaTh BCe COMHEHMs. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, YTBEPXKAATh, YTO L3y AHB yKpas 4To-To,
IprHafJeXkaBlllee UMIepaTopy, AeNCTBUTEIBHO HEMBICTUMO. 1 60I0Ch, YTO MPOCTHIX JIIOAEN 3TO He
yb6emut. {1 Hamewch, YTO KOPoyb JISH CMOXKET paccKal3aTh HaM, YTO OH yKpan”.

L13y Aub B3goxHy1. Mucc Ce u mpaBfa cnuurkoM goopa. OHM BCTpeydaauch BCET0 HECKOJIBKO pa3, HO
OHA 0XOTHO BCTYIIXJIaCh 3a HETO B 9TOT KPUTUYECKUU MOMEHT.

YxkoH [lanb Takxke 6pocuia Ha Ce [JaoioHb TI000NEITHEIY B3rIsA. HecMOTps Ha TO, 4TO ee Onu3kas
TIOJIpyTa BCerga OTHOCUIIACh KO BCeM C MoOpOTOi 1 U3sIEeCTBOM, OHa 3Hasna, 4To Ce J]aooHb Ha
camoM fefie Obisla cooOpa3suTeNbHOM U YMHOM [IeBYIIKOM. YK9H [laHb eMCTBUTENILHO HEe MOTJla
IIOHATS, noquy OHa IIOIIIJIa Ha TaKOI;I PHUCK Pagu MY2K4YUHHIL.

OpmHAaKO 3Ty MBICIB JIy4Ille BCero o0myMaTth B Apyroi pa3. Yem Oorblre miomedt momoryt 113y AHIO
IIPSIMO celyac, TEM JIyylile.

Kopornb JIgH Hagyn imeku. “4 mpoiny mpoineHus. 3To KOHQUOeHIMaTbHEIN BOIIPOC, U S HE MOTY
rOBOPHUTD 006 3TOM. I moJKeH mompocuTh Mucc Ce OTOMTH B CTOPOHY, HHA4Ye ¢ To00i OymyT
oOpaIaTbCs Kak ¢ IPeCcTymHUIeH.”

“Kondunernuuansueii?” I'na3a CaHr XyHa Cy3WINCh, B €T0 IJla3ax 0SBUIOCH 3ayMUUBOe
BBIpaXKeHMUeE.



Ce [Jaotons O6pocuna Ha L3y usBuHstomuiics B3rnsam. “A 3y, s caenasna Bce, YTO Morfia. f He MOTy
IPUYUHUTH HEIIPUATHOCTH KiaHy Ce.”

113y Aub yneiOHyICS. “YTO TH MMeellb B Buny, Mucc Ce? 4 yxKe upe3BblualiHo GiarofapeH tebe 3a
TO, YTO THI BCTYIIXJIaCh 3a MeHd".

V3 obmenus ¢ YkoH [laHb OH y2Ke 3HaJI, YTO [OYEpPSIM BEIMKUX KJIAHOB €CTh 0 YeM 6eCIIOKOUTHCS.
Kaxmoe meiicTBuEe, KOTOPOE OHU COBepILaiv, HEeM3MEHHO KacajoCh WX KJIaHOB. BOT moueMy y HUX He
OBLII0 BO3MOZKHOCTH e CTBOBATbh CAMOCTOSITEJILHO.

Ce JTaoronb OblsTa OIIeIOMIIeHa ero yiIbiOKou. Ee Bcerya okpyzKanu Iep3Kue U BLICOKOMEPHEIE
MYKYUHBI, HO BCe OHU PACKPhIBAJIU CBOIO MCTUHHYIO CYIITHOCTh B TOT MOMEHT, KOTJa MTONaaiu B
6eny. Mexny TeM, 113y AHb 0CKOpOUI CaMOro UMIlepaTopa, HO OH IT0YEMY-TO BCe ellle OBl TaKUM
ontuMuCTHYHEIM! OHa OeHCTBUTEIbHO BOCXHUIAJIACh TAKOM CMEJIOCThIO.

Kopornsb JIgH MaxHy1 pyKou. “ApecTyiTte ero!”

C ero CTAaTyCOM OH HHY 3a 4YTO He CTall OBl caM dPEeCTOBBIBATh 3TOI'O MJIAAIIErO.

[Tocne TOro, 4YTO TOJILKO YTO IPOM3OIIIIO, COJITATE. HE 0CMEeNIMBAIMCE OBITh OecieyHsIMu. bomee
MIOKWHEI COIIAaT OKPYKHUJIM €T0, COBMECTHO aKTUBHUPYS TOCTPOEHUS U TEXHUKHU. ITOTO yKe OBII0
6onee 4eM HOCTAaTOYHO, YTOOHI 3aXBaTUTL OOBIYHOTO KYJIbTHBATOpPA.

“KTo cMeeT IpUYMHATH BpPe[ HallleMy MOJI0AOMY x035uHy?!” OTpsA conpaT B KPacHBIX Ilallax
BOPBAJICS BHYTPb U OKPYXKUJ L3y AHs, IPOTUBOCTOS BOWCKaM Koposs JIsHa.

“Apmusa Kpacusix nnamiein?” Koponb JISH MTHOBEHHO y3Haul, KTO Obiin 9TH mogu. OH yCMeXHYJICS U
ckazan: “d cneiman o penytamuu Apmun KpacHeix nnaredt kiaHa Uy. Teneps, Korga s yoenumcs B
3TOM CaM, 3Ta apMHUs OeHCTBUTEIILHO IIPeICcTaBsgeT co0oi HeuTo oco0eHHOe. BEl Bce IelCTBUTEIBHO
OCMeJIMBaeTeCh OTKPHITO OpocaTh BHI30B KOPOJIEBCKOMY ABOPY!”

Odutiep B KpacHOM MaHTHUU mopouIen K 113y AHIO ¥ TUXO CIIPOCHUIT: “MOJIOmoM TOCIIOOUH, YTO
npoucxogut?”

9T0 GBI KOPOJIb, U OH [aXKe IPHILEJ C UMIePaTOPCKUM yKa3oM. [laBieHue, KOTOPOe OH U3TTydal,
ObLI0 HAMHOTO BHIIIE, 4eM y JIto do. KpoMe Toro, IpuUCyTCTBOBA UL HEOOJBIION OTPSAT ApMUu
Kpacurix nnaiieid. Bee momio 661 He XOPOIIO, eclid OBl OHYU IeMCTBUTEIHHO CTOIKHYIUCEH APYT C
OPYTOM.

“¢l cam He 3Ha10.” 113y AHb 6ecriomoirHo yneibHyncs. “He GecrnokoiiTeck 000 MHE. d He xouy
BTATUBATH Kj1aH Uy B 3Ty Hepa30epuxy.”

Odurep ckazain: “MonogoMy TOCIIOAUHY He HYKHO OeCITOKOUTLCS. MH Bce Xopolue aoau. HUKTo u3



Hac He 6outcst cmeptu!”

Kak Mor ux pa3roBop YCKOJIb3HYTh OT yier Koposd JIsHa? OH yCMexHYJICd U CKa3all: “Bhl Bce
IenCTBUTENLHO HeuTo! ¢ OBl He TTOBEPHII, eCu Obl KTO-TO APYTo¥ CKa3asl MHe, 4To KiaH dy
HaMepeBaeTcs B30YHTOBaThCS, HO MHe KaXkKeTcsl 04eBUAHBIM, 4To ApMus Kpacusix [Tnamein
IEeNCTBUTENLHO MJIaHUPYyeT OpocuTh BeI30B Ero BennuecTsy!”

113y AHb OBICTPO CKa3asl: “Brl BCce He MOMKHBI BMEIINBATHCS B 9TO Aesio! BrICTpo Bo3BpallaiiTech B
noMecTbe Uy, 4TOOB 3alIUTUTH X035MHA ¥ MagaM! ITo npukas!”

IIBe Mononele xkeHmKUHL, Y2k9H JaHp 1 Ce [JaowHb, He XXeJaJd BOBJIeKaTh CBOU KJIaHH B
cob6cTBeHHBIe TpoOeMbl. Kak Takoi My>K4YKWHA, KaK OH MOT CHIe/laTh YTO-TO IOmo0Hoe?

OH maxke He CTaJ JOXKHUIAThCSI OoTBeTa. Clerka IIOCTYKHUBa IIaJIbllaMU HOT', OH 6pOCI/IJ'IC${ IIPpOYb.

Iaxe IIpX TOM, 4TO OH He XOTeJl BOBJIEKATh KJIaH qy, OH HHU 3a 4YTO He 0061/1panca IIO3BOJIUTE TaK
JIETKO 3aXBaTUTh ce0s1 B IyIeH!

IIBe YepHEIE KaK CMOJIb IIeTIH MTOSBUIKACE IIePe ero rila3aMu, KakK TOJIEKO OH Hadaj JABUraThCsa. OHU
TIepeMeIaauch C yKacalollel CKOPOCThI0, HO ITPH 3TOM He M3[aBajii HU 3ByKa. ITO OBIIO Tak, OYOTO
Ha 3TOT MMP OIIyCKajach HOYb, @ TEMHOTA, Ka3aJI0Ch, COMepKasa IeMOHIHYECKYIO aypy.

OH 3apmpozxkain. OH CHOBA IOCTyYaJsl aJbllaMy HOT 110 3eMJie, Pe3K0 MEHsIS TPAaeKTOPHIO U YKIIOHSSCh
B CTOPOHY.

[Tpexk[e 4eM OH yCIieJl IePeBeCTH AbIXaHue, IPOMEILKHYIU ellle OBe LielH, YCTPEMUBIINCH K eT0
HOTaM.

OH HeyKJII0XKe KYBHIPKHYJICS, YKIIOHSACH OT Iened. OH yXKe 4yBCTBOBas ce0s1 U3MOTaHHEIM [I0
npepena.

Emte mecTs XeJjle3HbIX Ilellel IoIeTeN Ha HeTro CO BCeX CTOPOH, IIeJISICh B €70 KOHEYHOCTH, TaJIUI0 U
I11e10 ¥ 0Tpe3asi BCe BO3MOXKHEIE TYTH K OTCTYIIJIEHHUIO.

Bups, 94To OH HMKaK He MoXKeT n30exkaTh uX, L[3y AHb B TaHKKe BHIXBATUII CBOX Mad Taii's u
pa3pyourn memnmu.

*JIa3r, na3r, nas3r!*

Meu ¥ 1[eTTH HETIPEPHIBHO CTAJIKUBAIKCh. VICKPHI JIETEIH BO BCe CTOPOHHL. [laxke 0CcTpoe, Kak OpUTBa,
ne3Bue Meda Tait's He MOTJIO Pa3pyouTs 3Tu 1enu! TonbKO UCKPH MePIAI B TEMHOTE.



OH mo4YyBCTBOBAJ, KaK Y HETO HEMEIOT PyKu. Ku B ero Tese GemeHo Gyiiesarna.

HakoHell OH MeJIbKOM yBU[I€J HallalaBIIKX. ITO ObUIXA OeCITh BOMHOB, KOTOPHIE COIIPOBOXKAAH
Kopons JIsHa. Mx omexkna SBHO OTIMYanach OT OfleX/Ibl 0OBIYHOTO COJIiaTa, ¥ Y KaXkA0ro U3 HUX Ha
BOPOTHHKKE OBIJIO BHIIIUTO YTO-TO IT0OX0XKee Ha efuHopora. Ha oguom u3 3aHsartuii llax JIi00l OH
y3HaJl, 4TO 3TO OBLIM CEYXKH, CYLIeCTBa, KOTOPHIE, II0 CIIyXaM, MOTJIM OTIn4aTh foOpo OT 371a.

OTH conpaThl lepxkKalid B pyKaxX YepHble, KaK CMOJIb, Ifenu. OHU BCe ellle ABUTAJIUCh, ¥ Ka3aJioCh, YTO
MOTYT CHOBa HamacThb B JII000OM MOMEHT.

Kopomns JIsH Ovi1 moTpsiceH. “Tebe meHCTBUTENBHO yOalIoCch cOexXaTh U3 TIOPHMEI 3aXBaTa JIEMOHOB
BrimnTéx nociaHHUKOB! f 04YeHb yOUBIIEH”.

"BrimuTeie nocnaHHuKU?" CaHr LIsiHb ObIT HEBEPOSITHO MIOKMPOBaH. OH B3TJISIHYJ Ha CBOETO OTIIA.

Canr XyH THXO0 CKa3as: “BHIINTEIE TOCTTAHHUKY - 3TO 0c0o0asi Cuila, KOTopas CIyXKHUT Ha cTopoHe Ero
BenuyecTBa. Bce oHM Ype3BhYailHO UCKYCHHI U IeNCTBYIOT oT uMeHU CriHa Heba. HecmoTps Ha To,
YTO OHHU OEWCTBYIOT KakK CyfgeOHbIe IIPUCTAaBH], OTBETCTBEHHBIE 3@ TOUMKY IIPECTYITHUKOB, Ha CAMOM
fesne OHYU He NMOAUNHSIOTCS CyAeOHOMY KOMEHaHTY I0OCTULMU. S IyMars, YTO UMIIepaTop BhOANI UX
Koposio JIgHy, 4ToOs pa3o6paThCsi C HAaMHU, HO, ITOX0XKe, 3TO COBCEM He TaK.”
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