"f1 monmyuun oTBeT 3TUM yTPOM. [l0ObI9a MEHSIETCS KaXKObIM MECSII, HO TOBOPSIT, YTO OHA COCTABJISIET
IPUMEPHO TOHHY, €CJIH TOJIBKO He MPOU30MAeT HUKaKUX 0COObIX U3MEeHEeHUN" .

Ha mepBeBIif B3TJISII MOKET IOKA3aThCs, YTO 9TO MHOTO, HO, YYUTEIBas, YTO KaMeHb MOTHOM JTyHEBI
moOBIBAIOTCS 110 BCEM MMIIEPUHU, 9TO He 0YeHb 00JIbIIoe KOIu4ecTBo. Kpome TOro, eciu s xouy
cIpeccoBaTh ¥ cHOpPMHUPOBaThL 6MOIOTHYEeCKe KaMHU, 00beM OyeT MeHbIIIE.

"Hy, KaMeHb [TOJTHOU JIyHEL - PEOKUU MUHepaml".

Kak 3aBepsIoT HaBepXy, KOJTUYECTBO OYIET IIOCTEIIEHHO YBEIMYUBATELCS, TaK KaK OHU UIIYT HOBBIN
Kaphep, HO, 110 TIPaBie TOBOPS, 51 He yBepeH. He Tak-To IPOCTO HallTH HOBBIY Kaphep.

"¢1 MOHS Ha maHHBIA MOMEHT. [lepenaiiTe MO0 61ar0apHOCTD".
"Ila. 4 oTmpasito eMy OTBET K KOHIY OHA".

MoHuKa CIIOKOMHO OTBETHIA U 3allKcaja PaciucaHue B OJI0KHOT. f IOCMOTpes Ha Hee C HEKOTOPEIM
YOOBOJILCTBUEM U3-3a €€ BHEITHOCTH.

MoHuKa y Hac, Kak g BCerja u gyMall, OueHb Xopolra B pabote. OHa TalaHTIWBAs TUYHOCTD. [laxke
He MTOHKMalo, 4YTO y Hee Ha yMe.

MoHuKa T04yBCTBOBala MOY NIPUCTAIbHBIN B3IJISAT U IOTHSJIA T1a3a.
"BBI 4TO-TO XOTENIU CKa3aTh, TOCIOXKa?"

"O, Hu4yero crpamHoro. [IpocTo mpomonkanTe genath TO, YTO menanu'.
"Xoporo, moHsAna".

Kak u cnemoBano oxkupgaTh, B cioBape MoHUKY HeT cioBa "[loyeMy?" - 0OHa IIPOCTO CHOBa Hayajla
OesnaTh 3allUCH.

[TocMOTpEB Ha Hee elle HEMHOTO, S 3aHAJICS JOKyMeHTaMH, KacanluMucsa KaMHS TI0THOU JTyHHI.
"KcraTy, ¢ TaKUM KOJIMYECTBOM HOOBIYH..."

CKOJIBKO [IeHEeT S MOTY CO9KOHOMUTH 3a MecsIl? Y MeHs ¥ IIpaBpa cy3ucs j106. B mocimenHee BpeMs s
IIOHSJI, YTO MHE OYeHb HPaBATCS AeHbI'd. HUKTO B MUpe He HEHAaBUOUT JEHbI'W, HO I 0YeHb paf XUTh
B 9TOM MUDE, IIOTOMY YTO MHE Jajld OTPOMHYI0 CYMMY BCETr'0 3a KaKOW-TO IIPOMEXYTOK BpeMeHu. KTo
CKasaJll, YTo IeHbI'M He MOT'YT KYIIUTh cyacThe? Kak 5 1o cebe MoHUMalo, fleHeT NOCTaTOYHO.
Kamnuranusm, ypa.

B maHHBIM MOMEHT 5 PeLln IIPOCTUTh CBOET0 CTApPOro Apyra 3epy 3a TO, 4YTO OHa MeHd IIpofjaa.
Ecnu yecTHO, pa3Be 6000 3050Ta - He Oosnbinre geHbru? Korga mpocTeie Moau 3apaboTaloT JeHbI'N U
CMOTYT UMH pacrnopsxkaThca? Ecu cTOMbKO, MHE HY2KHO II0Ka 3aloIy4uTh ux. KoHedHo, B
CIIeIyIOIINY pa3, Koraa s YBUXKY 3epy, S pellusa VIIUIHYTh ee 3a IIeKY, a He 3a BOJIOCHI.

Iymaro, 94TO 51 04eHb BEIUKOAYITHA, ¥ TI03TOMY Pellnia HalmucaTh MUChMO.
"...BoT uTo OrIBaeT. M mpaBma M MHE CTOUT ITUcaTh 3epe?”

BHe3amHast MBIC/Ib 3aCTaBuIa MEHSI MSTKO OIYCTUTH 1epo. [IpyruMu cjioBaMu, He ObIJI0 HUYETO, C
yeM OBI I He MOI'JIa CBS3aThbCH.



Iaxe ecnu 3epa yoapuT MEHS B CIIMHY U CJIOBHO CO0AKy IOTAIIUT B CTOJIUILY, €6 HAMEPEHUS He
noxue. g 6e3 KonebaHuit JocTana HOBBIYA JTUCT GyMaru.

3amoHUTh CoflepXKaHue JIETKO, IOTOMY YTO MeXIy HaMu C 3eMOl He HYXKHH (popManbHEIE
IPUBETCTBUS.

MrHOBEHHO 3aKOHYUB IIUChMO, 5 3aKpeIuniia 6yMary B KOHBEDPTE IIPU IIOMOIIN Cpry‘-IHOfI Ine4yaTtu u
rnepenaia MoHukKe.

"Monuka? OTmpaBb 3T0 3epe B PeppoH, B BOCTOUHYIO AEPEBHIO".
"ITa, Mos rocmoxa".

Ecnu cyouTs 1o ee XxapaKTepy, 3epa OTBETUT B TeUeHHUe [IBYX AHEHU, eCIIU TOILKO He 3aTeeT KaKylo-
HUOYIb Mepemnarnky.

3aTeM s CHOBa Hayasa CBOI0 PAaBHOAYLIHYIO PaboTy.

YKe HaCTyIuI yKuH, IIOTOMY 4TO 5 yKe [TepeKychiBaa, ela 3aKyCKU 1 HEMHOTO0 IlepeXXuBaa u3-3a
JleoHxapyaTa, KOTOPHIH MMOSIBUIICS U3 OKHA, ST CHOBa 3TO MPOTJIOTHJIA U U30 OHS B JEeHb 3aHUMallach
BCSKHMMH TJIYIOCTSIMU. MOHMKA TTepBast yiina ¢ paboTH, 3acTpsiyia B 0puce, ¥ KTO-TO IIOCTy4Yas B
IIBEPb.

"Mos rocrozxa, MOXHO BOUTH?"
"O, Bekku. 3axomu".
Ilﬂ_nall

Cyns 1o ee B3BOJTHOBaHHOMY I'0JIOCY, JIOTepes 3aBepiuuiiach nobenoit bekku. Pa3se UM He HYXKHO
KOHTPOJIUPOBaTh ce0s1, KOTha YTO-TO IIPOUCXOTUT?

"It0 mpoucxomut?"

“IIpumino nuceMo".

"A? Yxe?"

4 oTnpaBuia e’ MUCbMO YTPOM, U MHE YK€ MPUXOOUT OTBET?

He BaxXHO, HACKOJIbKO 3TO BOJIIEOCTBO, 3TO HEBEPOATHO GBICTpO. Ho aTo 3avimeT mongHs. ITO
IIOX02K€e Ha TO, YTO OHa OTIIPaBHIIa €r0o CPa3y II0CJIe IIOJIyYEeHHNA. Bot 3To A4, 3epa GBICTpa. Kak u
0KUAJIOCh, OHA JEeMCTBUTEIIHHO HeTepIienBa.

"Ona xke ¢ Boctoka? Otgau MHE".

Korpga s npoTgHyIa pyKy, €ee OTBET 3aCTaBUII MEHS OCTaHOBUTHCH.
"HeT, OHO U3 UMIIEPATOPCKOM hamunuu".

"3 uMriepaTopcKou pamunum?"

“Ila. BeCTHUK TOIBKO 4TO IIpuUIIen”.



Bekku X1U3HEPaJJOCTHO KMUBHYJIA U TIOJI0XKKIIAa MUCbMO Ha Paboyuii CTOI.
K pockomHoOMy KOHBePTY Oblla IpufesiaHa mevyaTh C 30JI0THIM repOoM.

[TocpenuHe ObIIM HapHCOBAHHI [IBa JIbBa, KOTOPEIE BRITJISAAENH TaK, OYATO TOTOBH COXKpPaTh APYT
Ipyra. ITO AeWCTBUTENIBHO Y30D, IIPeIHa3HAYEHHbIN IJIsT UMIIEPATOPCKOM ceMbU PoXaTHH.

«... JTO MIpaBHOa».
YTO MPOUCXOOUT B UMIIEPATOPCKOM ceMbe? f 6e3 KoneOaHuM OTKPHIT KOHBEPT.
BuyTpu nexasna Oymara, KOTopas BBEITJIS[Ie/Ia TAaKOM XkKe JOPOroi, Kak U KOHBEPT.

910 Onlna OyMara [Jist MUChMa, 3aredaTaHHasl CBETI0-PO30BOM BOMIOM, ¥ KaK TOJIbKO €€ OTKPHIIH,
paciBes TOHKHY IBETOYHHIM apoMart. 3M0POBO, YTO JIMCTOK OyMaru BHTISAUT POCKOIUIHO. Kak u
CIeoBajo 0XKUATh, TIOOU ¥ KOTOPEIX MHOTO IeHeT, 3apa0aThIBalOT COCTOSTHUE.

¢ MenyIeHHO OTKPHUI OyMary, OTJISIABIBAsICh 110 CTOPOHAM.

EcTecTBeHHO, TIepBble HECKOJIBKO CTPOK ObLIH 6€CII0Ie3HEIMU TPHUBETCTBUSIMHU.

¢l HafleloCh, YTO Ballla CEMbS 30OPOBA U CUACT/IMBA M YTO B 9T JHU ITOTOHA OCTAETCS CIIOKOMHOM.
BRICTPO MPOIHUCTAB, S Iepeles K OCHOBHOM TeMe.

«... IO3TOMY MEI XOTEIIN OBl IIPUTIIAQCUTD Amenuio CerI/IK B Ka49eCTBE€ KaHOHaTa Ha 61/ITBy 3a
IIPEeCTOJI UMIIEPATPHUIIBI».

XM, 5 B IOCTielHee BpeMsi MHOT'0 paboTaJjl, TaK YTO MOH TI'jla3a 3aTyMaHUJIUCh.

4 npoTep oba rjiasa ¥ CHOBa MIPOYUTAII IIHCHMO.

«KanpupmaTel Ha OUTBY 3a IIPECTOJI UMIIePATPHUIIBI».

«YT0 3a yepT...»

4 ue omubes. [Tocne TOro Kak s MPOBEPUIT €T0 ellle HECKOIBKO pa3, BCe 0CTAIOCh MIPEKHUM.

B neHTpe nuchbMa OBITIO YETKO HaMKMCaHO ceMb OyKB: «KangumaT Ha OUTBY 3a IIPECTON
UMITePATPHUIIBI».

«YTO 3TO 3HAYUUT?»

[Tpo6opMOTaB YTO-TO HEJIETOE, ST MEJIEHHO ITepecKa3as GpakT, KOTOPHIA MIPOMYCTUI HECKOIbBKUMU
TaKTaMH.

... TouHoO, HMIIEPATOPCKasA CEMbA UYTO-TO BEIIIYCTHIIA HEKOTOPOE BPEMS Ha3a. TombKO TOraa A
BCIIOMHMUIJI COOEP2XKAHUE OPUTUHAJIBHOTO CIOZKEeTa.

['maBHBIN TePOoii, TO eCTh UMIepaTop PoxaTuHa, — 3T0 GuUrypa, MONIyduBINas TPOH PaHbIIe IIOCTIe
CMepTH IIPeXHero uMIepaTopa.

[Tpo6rema GBIsIa B TOM YTO 3TOT YEJIOBEK — YPE3MEPHBIN TPYHOTOJIUK.

3a BOCEMB JIET CBOETO ITPaBJIEHUA OH BBI€32KaJl U BbE€3XKaJl B CTPAHY, Y HETO He OBIIIO IIapTHEpPa, He



TOBOPS yKe 00 UMIIepaTPHIle, OH YKPEILIS BIacTh UMIIEPATOPCKON CeMbU U 3a00THJIICS O CUTYALIUH.
U aTo 6BIT0, KOTTa eMy Oblio 29 nerT.

V3-3a 9TOr0 6ECIOKOWCTBO MUHUCTPOB YCUIUIOCS.
Kaxppiii meHb oHM Opocauch K UMIIepaTopy U pyrailu ero, TOBOpS YTO-TO O OyAyllleM UMIIEPHU.
VmnepaTop, KOTOPHIY He MOT 9TOT0 BEIHECTH, O0BSABUII 0 OUTBE 3@ IPECTOJI UMIIEPaTPHUIIEL.

EcTecTBEeHHO, CTONMYHAS 3HATh TopAaY0 IIPpUBETCTBOBAIIA 3TO. 310 OrpOMHasA BO3MOZKHOCTE OJId BCEX
N3THAaHHUKOB I/IMHepaTOpCKOfI CeMbHU BEPHYTLCA B Ka9€CTBE€ CUJIBHBIX CPa3y II0CJI€ 3TOT 0.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, BCe€ OHM 3aKaHYHBAIOT 0€CI0Ie3H0M paboTol, Korga mospiseTcs Tpuiia, HO
M3HaYa/IbHO JTIIOIX He MOTJIM HaBepHsSKa 3HaTh 00 3TOM 3apaHee.

Bce camble BUIHBIE CEMbH MTOOAK 3asIBKH, HO UCKIIIOUEHUEM CTaJI0 TOJIBKO reprorcTeo Ceapuk.

B To Bpemsi AMenus Bce elre mpomnasia 6e3 BeCTH, a Mou OpaThs He OBIIM TAKUMU BEJTMKUMH, YTOORI
TEpIIeTh 3TO.

Brmo6aBok K mpeyBenudeHuio, ajs JleoHapaa Ob1y10 ObI peaqucTUUHEee HaPSAOUTHCS U MTOMHSATH BOIIPOC
0 PeaybHOCTH.

«Ho noyemy 3TO IPUXOOUT KO MHE?»

Tem He MeHee, CPOK IIOJAYX 3asBOK Ha 0TOOP MOJIKeH ObLT JaBHO 3aKOHYUTHCS. ITO JOJIXKHO OBITH
IIPUMEPHO B TO BPEMsi, KOTTIa s BEIHOCHIT Oellhe B BOCTOYHOU [IePEBHE.

[ToaToMy [ MeHs TPaBUJIbHO OBIJIO C CAMOTO Hayajla UCKIIOUUTh ce0s U3 CIMCKa KaHOUIaTOB.
«B03M0XKHO M Ha3HAYUTH KaHAKUATa Ha 0TOOP B UMIIEPATOPCKOi CeMbe?»

Hackonbko 51 3Hato, HeT. OT60p — 3T0 GopMa, IPH KOTOPOH KaKaasi CeMbsi 0TOMPAET OHOTO
KaHJUIaTa ¥ y4acTByeT B OMTBE, @ UMIIEPATOPCKAs CEMbsi COOMPAET ¥ MIPOBEPSIET MX.

¢l HUKOTIa He CJIBIIaj, YTOOR TaKOe MUChMO MPUIIETAJIO MIPSIMO M3 UMIIePATOPCKOM CEMbH.
«Munenu, 4To CIy4miock? ECTh mioxue HOBOCTU?»

Ko mue nmopomina bekku u 06Hsia cebs 3a pyKH.

4 mocMoTpen Ha Hee APOXKAIIUMY 3padyKaMu.

B TOT MOMEHT MHE B I'0JIOBY UTO-TO IIPUIIIJIO.

[Tomoxkmu, HE MOXKET OBITh.

«... bekkn».

«Jla, Munemu».

«JTO MUCHLMO TOJILKO [IJIT MEHS?»

«HeT, ogHO OTIIPaBUIOCH B I'JIaBHBIM KOPIYC...»



Bbam! [laxe He moXKOaBIIKUCH CJI0B BeKKHU, OBeph MOEro KabuHeTa pacliaXHynach, Kak OyITo ee XO0Tenu
CJIIOMaThb.

qYBCTBO 0ecCIoKOMCTBa CTAJ0 peaTbHOCTEIO.

OTKpBIBIIKM OBepb OB He KTO MHOM, Kak bacTtuaH. Kak 6yaTo GexkaBInii IpsiMo U3 oQuca riIaBHOTO
KOpIIyCa, OH He CHSAJI OYKHU.

4 omyctuna B3rnsag. B ero pykax ObIJT TaKOM Ke KOHBEPT, KaKOM IoTy4uia .
4 Bnumnna.
"...Amenus."

[Toka oH 60pMOTaJI, TYT ke BOIIEN bacTuaH u BCTa Iepen MOMM CTOIOM. Korfa oH yBUOEN IMKUCHMO B
MOe} pyKe, Ha ero JIuile 3ajiefleHesI0 HeTTPOHUIIaeMOe BRIPaXKeHMeE.

CpenaB rioy0okui B30X, bacTuaH MpoTSHy KO MHE PYKY.

B 9TOT MOMEHT OH BHITJISIfEN TaK apUCTOKPaTUYHO.

"OTpaii MHE."

"qro?"

"OTmail ero mue."

OH ycMexHyJICs, ero ry0bl gpoxKaiu. Eciy oH He OTOACT MHE eTro HEMe[IJIeHHO, S YObIo KOro-HUOYIb.
YecTHO roBops, 1 HEMHOT0 ucnyranack. OH TaKO! CTPAIIHBIU.

4 oTmana muchbMo HeOPEXKHBIM XKeCTOM. bacTraH IPUHSII ero ¥ pa3opBast 0e3 KojebaHu.

Kycouku 6ymaru ¢ BETOYHBEIM apOMaTOM II0JIeTeNH 0 oducy.

...YIIaBIIIye JIeIeCTKU CaKyphl?

[Toka 1 omIeIOMJIEHHO CMOTpPeEJa Ha HUX, B MOE yX0 BTOPT'CS TUXUM IPUTIYIIEHHBINA TOJIOC:

"9TOoT 6E3yMHBIM 3acpaHel."

[mm.m.: O, 9T0 cToBO "3acpaHell" OAXOOUT Ay colak, a He [yig mofei. OH UMell B BUAY MYXKYUHY]
KaxeTcs, g TOMBKO YTO yCIBIIIajia HEYTO HEBEPOSITHOE.

OueBunHO ke, 4TO bacTuaH BEIpyrasicss Ha UMIIepaTopa CBOUM COOCTBEHHBIM I'0JIOCOM?

Ero B3rmsg 6mmyxkman mo Uiy bekku, BeIpaXkast KpalHIOn 3ayMYUBOCTb. 3aKpoii ria3a, Kum Bekku.

K cuacTbio, 9T0 mpuCTpoiiKa. Ecrmu 6 3TO TPOM30III0 CHAPYKH, OH ORI ObI 3aK/TI0YEH B TIOPHMY 3a
0CKOpOGIeHIe KOPOJIEBCKON CEMBH.

MHe He XO0TeJI0Ch MTHOBEHHO JIUIIUTLCSI KPOBHEIX DOOCTBEHHUKOB.

"9m, Opar."



"Amenus."
['yOr1 BacTraHa ¥ MOM OTKPBITUCH ITPAKTUYECKH OHOBPEMEHHO.
9T0 OB IEPBHIX Pa3, KOTOA OH SPOCTHO IIPOU3HEC MOE UMSI.

OH cnocobeH yOuBaTh JIIOfel OMHUM CBOUM B3TJIsIAOM. bacTHaH e U TakK OTIPaBUJl KAK MUHUMYM
CeMepHIX Ha TOT CBET.

4 Kpenko cxkarsa ry0sl ¥ II03BOJIKAJIAa €My IIePBEIM BEICKA3aThCH.

BacTtuan enBa 3aMeTHO IIPUIIONHAT YTOJIKU PTa, CJIOBHO C TPYIOM COXpaHss CIIOKOUCTBUE.
[Tpory mpoieHusi, HO MHEe KaXeTCsl, YTO 5 KUBY C yJILIOKOM.

"TIpoCTO IPUTBOPUCH, UTO TH HUYETo He BuAena. Tebe He HYKHO 3TO IOMHUTD."

"Ho ..."

"Bcé B mopsigke, s 000 BCEM 1103ab04ych."

BacrtuaH ctucHyn 3y0n 1 ycMexHyJca. CTpalllHee BCero, KOrfga Mo# cTapiiuii 6paT rOBOPUT Tak.
OnHaKo u3-3a CI0XKUBIIEUCS CUTyalluu s He MOTJla HUYEero OTBETUTD.

A BOpYT OH OOTPOHETCS 0O MEHS U BHE3AITHO COUAET C yMa ¥ HaOpPOCUTCS Ha HET0?

OTo BIOJIHE BO3MOXKHO [IJIs1 TaKOTo 6e3yMila, Kak bacTuaH.

[Toka BOIapuiIOCh HEJIOBKOE MOT4aHue, bekku BMelanach MeXay HaMu.

"... OM. Xo3auH. Munenu."

OCTOpOXKHO IPOK3HECIa OHA.

I'masa bacTuaHa ¥ MeHS MepeMeCTUINCh Ha bekku.

"Ito0 mpoucxomut?"

BacTtuas XpuIjioBaTo CIPOCUIL.

Komne6nsic, Bekku BhITAlVIIa U3-TI0f PYKH €II1€ OOHO TaKoe XKe MUCHEMO.

Hy noueMy oHO OngTh OSBISETCA ...7

"OHHU CKa3ajy, YTOo IepBoe NuchkMo OyfeT pa3opBaHoO."

"W ocTasnocs ele 28 KOHBEPTOB."

JInnio bacTraHa noTeMHETO.
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