MecTtb? YTO OH MMeJI B BUAY mof 3TuM? [I9H u Poypac Obiu COUTH C TOJIKY, AyMas 0 MOMEHTaX, KOra
OHM C[ieNTanyu YTO-HUOYIb, 4TO TPeOoBaso Ok KaKOU-TH00 MECTH.

-[Tocnymian, Tel, HABEPHO, HAC C KEM-TO CcIyTasl. Eciu TH yHgemb NpsiMO cerddac, MBI 3aKpoeM TIjia3a
Ha TO, YTO THI TOJIBKO YTO cAenal ¢ BukTopoMm, — Poyfc TSHY BpeMs U IIBITAJICS TOPTOBaThCS

C YeJI0BEKOM B MacKe. BhIJIO SICHO, YTO OHU CTOJKHYJIMCEH C CUJIBHBIM YOITIOIKOM, BUMISI, KaK

OH OTIIpaBuI BUKTOpa B MONET.

Briyto 661 HAMHOTO TIPOIIE pemuTh ITpobemer 6€3 60pPLOEI, eciti OBl 3TO OBIII0 BO3MOXKHO. OTHAKO

OH He 00SJICSI ApaKu, eclid He OBIIO0 APYToro Beixoga. CUIBHBIM OBITIO €CTECTBEHHO YBaXKaTh TEX, KTO
cunbHee U y Koro Oosbiie BaacTd. Ho, CTONKHYBIIMCH € Tpo0eMoit, OHU He 00513aTeNIbHO
OTCTYIIUIH OHI.

[>KVH yXMBIIBHYJICS, YCIIBIIIAB CJI0Ba, CKa3aHHBIe PoyncoM. EMy ITOYTH XOTEI0Ch PacCMesATh s,
HO OH JIMIIIb BECEJIO YCMEXHYJIC.

OHu 3aKpoIoT TM1a3a? HeT, oH x0Tes, 4ToOH Y HUX OLIIO YeTKOE IIPeiCTaBIeHue O MOCIeICTBUIX,
KOTOpBIE TIOCTUTHYT MX, €CJIM OHU OOUIST TOr0, KOTO OHU He JOJIKHHI OBITM HU B KOEM CIIydae
OCKOpOJISTE.

-TBI CIIUIIIKOM MHOTO TOBOPHIIb... [IOTOPONNCH U AOCTaBal CBOE OPyXKUe, €CIIA X0Yelllb, 3TO HE UMEeeT
3HaueHus. C TOro MOMeHTa, KakK s IOSIBUJICS Iepen ToOOM, TBOsI cyabba Oblsla yKe IpenpelieHa. TBos
JKU3HB 00JbIlle He TPUHAMJIEXKUT TeOe, Tellepb OHa B MOUX PyKax, — royioc [[KuHa 3By4Ya HaMHOTO
rny0xe U JaXke HEMHOTO XPUIITIO.

-T11... — Poypc BBITALIUT CIPSTAHHBIM B KapMaHe HOX U yrpoxarole MPoTSHYT ero nepex coboii, -To,
YTO THI CHJIEH, HE 03HAYaeT, YTO MbI 6ouMcst Te0s1. Bo3MOKHO, TH 3acTal BUKTOpa BPacIox,
HO MBI He... — IIPeX[e YeM OH yCIIeJI 3aKOHUUTH IIPeioKeHre, PyKa 3aKphlia ero JULO.

-Kax 51 yxe cka3aJi, Thl CIMIIKOM MHOT'O TOBOPHINE... — [[3KWH BHE3AITHO OKa3asics nepen Poyzmcow,
TIPUKPHIB PYKO# Bce nuifo. OH CXBATHUIICS 3@ HETO U BIleYaTall B II0JI, 3aCTaBUB BCE €T0 TEJIO
Bpe3aThCs B 3eMJIi0. KOHEUHO, ero U0 OBLIO0 MEPBHIM, UTO YIIAJI0 Ha TOBEPXHOCTh BHU3Y.

BBICprII;I! Onu fgaxe He BUIENH, KaK OH COKPATHIJI PACCTOsIHHNE MEXKOY HUMH.

I>K1H MCII0Ih30BaJl IPOABUHYTYIO TEXHUKY [BUXKEHUS, YTOOB 0YE€Hb OBICTPO COKPATUTh AUCTAHIHIO.
9T0 He OBINT KAKOU-TO HEOECHHBIN 3aKOH, ITPOCTO HEKOTOPHIE TEXHUKHM IIaroB. Ero oCHOBHAS 1IeJb
3aKJI04ajachk B yCTpaHeHUU OeCIIONIe3HbIX IeMCTBUY U COKpallleHUH BpeMeHU, He0OX0IUMOT0 [JIs
repexona OT OOHOM TOYKH K APYTOH.

9TOT 0COOBIY HaBBIK O0EBHIX NCKYCCTB OblNl n3BecTeH Kak [[Ilaru Jlerkoro Ilepa]. JTiogu aTOro Mupa
He TTOXOAUJIY Ha MpaKTuKymwoux u3 Cemu LlapcTs, ¥ M03TOMY OCBOEHHBIE TEXHUKH OOEBEIX HCKYCCTB
CUUTAJIUCh OUEHb CMEPTOHOCHEIMHU B 9TOM IIapCTBE.



Popoc COBEPIIEHHO HE 06paman BHUMAHHUSA Ha TO, YTO TOJIBKO YTO ITPOM3OIIIIO. ITocnenHee, 4TO
OH IIOMHHMII, OBLI pa3roBop C KaKUM-TO CTPAHHLBIM IIaPDHEM B MadCKe, U Clieoyriiee, 4TO OH IIOMHHUT,
9TO YTO €ro JIKMI0 Bpe3aJioChk B 3EMIIIO.

To, 4TO OH BCe ellle OBITI B CO3HAHKH, OBITIO 9yaoMm. OpHako KakK OH MOT 3HATh, UTO 9TO IIPOM30IIJI0
TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, 4YTO II>KWH He XOTeJ, YTOOHI OH TaK 6I:>ICTpO OTKJTIOUMJICS?

[To Tomy, kKak Poync cmoTpen Ha Peiinu u Kak ce0st Bes, KOT[la OHYM HAIIPaBIISIIUCh OMOM
13 MarasuHa, [IKWH 3HaJj, YTO OH HOJIXKEH OLITh IJIaBHEIM BUHOBHUKOM. TOT, KTO OCMEJIHIICS
HaJIOXKHUTh PYKH Ha Ty, KOoro obelan 3amuTuTb. EMy 05110 OB He Tak IPOCTO, KaK BUKTODY.

II9H B3MaxHYJ CTapoy pxkKaBou TPyOOH, KOTOPYIO B3sJI paHee, U MPULIEIUIICS MIPSIMO B TOJIOBY [[KUHA.
IIoHa He BOJTHOBAJIO, CEPHE3HO JIM OH PAHUT 3TOTO HeJIoBeKa, ceitvyac Obljla BO3MOXKHOCTh aTaKOBaTh,
II0Ka OH OBIN cocpefoTodeH Ha Poyrce.

KpppppppppPPPPPPK!

Y IlaHa Gbinia yaei0Ka, KOTa OH MMOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK Tpyba B €ro pyKax 000 UYTO-TO yOapuiach, HO 3Ta
ynbIOKa Ouiach Hemonro. Ero numo MefieHHO CTalo Ype3BhYaHO YPOMAJIMBHIM, KOTIa OH Hadall
00UIbHO MOTEeTh: -I'bslaaaaaa! Most pyka! Tsl cioMan MHE PyKYy!

IoH cTpagas oT cuibHOU 60u. KOCTH B €ro 3alsCcThe MOTHOCThIO pa3fpobiieH ], a 3ansiCThe YKacHO
COTHYTO. 3aMsiCThe JIIofiel He IPUCIIOCO0IeHO [JIsi TAKOT0 poaa u3ruba.

I>XKWH maxke He B3TJITHYT Ha [[9Ha, KOT{a TOT aTakoBai. Takue JTOOUTEIbCKUE OBUKEHUS OBIIO0
JIETKO TIpeficka3aTh. He roBops yxe 0 ToM, 4TO [IKUH yKe HOCTUT BTOpoy cTtapuu [HebGecHoro
3onororo Ternal, Mo3TOMYy CTaphIi PKaBBIM JIOM He CMOT Okl HAHECTH eMy faxe KPOLIeYHO!
I[apaIyHHL.

POYJIC OBLI JE30PHEHTHUPOBAH U IIOIEITAJICA BOCCTAaHOBUTE CO3HAHUE. OH mokaydain roJ0BOM, IBEITAsICh
BCTaTh, 1 HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHUM CITYCTs OH K30 BCEX CHUII IIbITAJICA B3TTIAHYTH BBEPX, U TO, YTO
OH YBHUEII, 3dTEM CHUJIbHO IIOKHUPOBAJIO €TO.

910 [I3H mepxkKas cBoe 3amscTbe OT 60/, HO 0HO OBIZIO TaK CTPAHHO COTHYTO, YTO BBITJISIAEIIO
6ecuenoBeuHno. Korga Poyac mocMoTpen Ha 3amsicThe [I9Ha, a 3aTeM MOMHSI I'J1a3a, OH YBUEN 1Mapy
NEeMOHUYECKUX T'J1a3, CMOTPSAILIUX HAa HET'O0 CBEPXY BHU3.

[To KaKOM-TO MPUYMHE B 3TOT MOMEHT POyICy MOKa3ayioch, YTO OH CMOTPHUT HA HACTOSIIIETO IeMOHa.
KonuuecTBo yOUICTBEHHOTO HAMePEHH s, CKPHITOTO B 3TUX I'Ia3aX, ObIJI0 HETTOX0XKe HU Ha YTO
13 TOr'0, UYTO OH KOrma-mu0o BUMEII.

910 OBLT HE KTO-TO U3 MECTHOM GaH[bI, 9T0 ObLUT MpodeccuoHanbHbl youita! ToT, kTo 3a6pan
OecuncieHHOe KOJIMYeCTBO XKu3HeM! Poyac mpoxar ¢ TONOBE 10 HOT, KOTHa pealbHOCTh Hadasa



MEJIEHHO eMYy IIPOACHATHCA. [Toxoxe, OH HAKOHEII IOHSJI, B KaKOH CUTyallU! OKa3aJICH.

I'maza [I>XnHA X0JIOMHO CMOTPesH Ha Pomoca, B ero cepalle He OBII0 HU KAIlJIM 2KaJI0CTH K TAKUM
miogssM. OHU He 3a00TUTHUCh HU 0 YEM M HU O KOM, KpOMe caMuX ce0s1, ¥ TOJIbKO KOTIa UX XXKU3Hb
ObLIa B OIIACHOCTH, OHM, HaKOHEIl, 0CO3HAaBaJI CBOU OIINOKH.

-IT-nocmymatite... Cap... HeT, yBaxaeMslii cap. 4 He 3Ha0, KaK MBI BaC 00MIENH, HO S YBEPEH, UTO
MO¥ OTel] 3aIJIaTUT BaM OTPOMHYI0 CyMMY 3a MO0 COXPaHHOCTh! — Poyzc Obln HanyraH 4el0BeKOM
nepen HUM. OH Oosiblie He OblJT BLICOKOMEPHEIM ¥ CAMOYBEPEHHEIM, OH OIIacasiCs 3a CBOIO XKU3Hb!

-Ou rraBa Kamus [IpakoHa, TO3TOMY ¥ HETO HET He[OoCTaTKa B IeHbrax, — POy/c Mpou3HecC 3T0 UMs
B HaJleXke HalyraTh 9TOr0 3arafloYHOro YeyioBeka. KaMeHs [IpakoHa — caMas CuiibHas OaH[a
B 9TOM PETHOHE.

Ux cuna ¥ BIUsiHUE OOCTUTIIU JaKe MeCTHOIO IOJIULENCKOr0 YIIpaBIeH!sI C HEKOTOPBIMU I'PSA3HBIMU
TIOJIUIIEMCKUMU Ha uX navke. Tak Poypac u ero apy3ns nu3bexkanu Haka3aHUS 3@ CTOJIBKO ITOCTYIIKOB
Ha IIPOTSKEeHUU BCell cBoell XKu3HU. Bce, 4TO HYXKHO OBLIO CHeNIaTh ero 0TIy, 3TO CKa3aTh Iapy CJIOB,
Y BC€ yJIagUuThCS.

Ecnu KTO-TO He poxkun B OYHKEpe BCIO CBOIO XKU3Hb, OH [NOJIXKEH 3HaTh, HACKOJIbKO OracHa OaHzma
Kamusa [Ipakona. HukTo 6bI He puckuyn ux oounets! Ho Poync He 3Has, 4TO 4eloBeKy nepeq HUM
He BasXKHO, KeM OLLJI ero orell.

Iaxe ecnu OH HeHABUMAE 3TOT0 YeJI0BeKa A0 IITyOWHBI OYIIH, eT0 CTPaX B HACTOSIIee BpeMs ObLI
cunbHee 3ToM HeHaBUCTHU: «[Tomoxmu... Korma Moit oten y3HaeT o0 9ToM, Tebe Herme OymeT
crpsTatbesi!» — Poync mogyMmarnt mnpo ce6s. OH HUKOTHA B XKU3HU He OBIT TaK YHUKEH!

BukTop OBUT HEME[JIEHHO BHIBELIEH U3 CTPOS, [I9H CTOSJI Ha KOJIEHSX OT 60JIM M3-3a CJIOMAaHHOTO
3aMsCThsI, ¥ OH He OBLI YBEPEH, YTO MIPOU30MAET C HUM. ITO OblIa KpaiiHe omacHas CUTYyallusl.

-0...? Bor Kaxk...? — [I:KuH IPOTSHYNI PyKy Poyncy c ynbiOKod Ha nuile: -4 xoTen Okl HAHECTU BU3UT
3TOMY TBOEMY OTIy.

Y Poypca Oblta yXMBIIKA Ha JIMIlE, KOTHA OH ImomyMal mpo cebsi: «Xex ... Korma oH yCbIIam mpo
Kamenb [IpakoHa, OH, MOMKHO OBITH, TIOHSJ, KOT0 OH 00U/Ies, ¥ Tellepb BHE3AITHO 3aX0Tel
IIOMUPUTHCS...» — HO TI03BOJIHUI ObI OH 3TO TaK JIErK0?

-Ecnu THI 3Haerb, KTO Takas 6anma Kamas [IpakoHa, Torga... Thl 3HaEIb, KOT'O Thl TOJIBKO YTO
obumen, BepHO? UTO K, MOXKET, eCJIA Thl Oyellb YMOISATh O MIPOILIEHHUH, T MOT'Y ITOyMaTh O TOM,
yTOOBI 3aKPHITH Ha 3TO I'1a3a. A Jaxe 1mo3abouych 0 TOM, YTOOB MOM OTIIa OBLT MUIOCEPEH

K Tebe, — no3unus Poxca pa3BepHynack Ha 180 rpamycos.

Bcero HeCKOIBKO MUHYT Ha3a[l OH BeJl ce0s TOCTYIIHO, HO TelePh OH TOBOPUII TaK, Kak OyOTO OH ObLI



BBEICHIMM aBTOPUTETOM M3 IMPHUCYTCTBYIOIUX. OpHako OH He 0CO3HaBaJl CBOET0 HEBEXKECTRA.

B ToT MoMmeHT, Korfa Pomoc cxBatun [IxKuHa 3a PYKY, YTOOH IIOMBITATLCS BCTaTh, [IKUH CXKall ee,
CJIOMaB BCe KOCTH B eT0 IIaJIbliax.

-Aaaaaaaa! — Poypnc kpuyasn ot 60711, HO HUKTO He MOT YCJIBIIIATh €r0 KPUKYU M3-3a TOTO, I7ie
HaXOMUJICA 3TOT 3a0pOIIEHHbIH CKaf. JTo Oblna IlaBHas IPUYKHA, 10 KOTOPOU OHU BHIOpAJU 3TO
MeCTO B KaueCTBe IPUCTAHMUIIA, a Celdac 3TO aKHYJIOCh UM HE B JIy4YIIyI0 CTOPOHY.

21 37100HO 3BIPKAN Ha [[KKWHA, ero JIuio ObUI0 oueHb MpadyHbIM. OTel] Poyca ObIT BIUSTETBHEIM
YeJI0BEKOM, a 3TOT IIOHSTHS He UMeJI, C KeM OH CBsi3azncs. EMy Herme OblI10 OBl CIPSTATHCS B 3TOM
ropoge.

I>xuH BHIyCTUNI PyKy Poyzaca, Kak TOT CXBaTUIICS 3@ Hee OT CUIbHOU O60mu: -T-ThL...! THI CBOIOYB!
ThH axke He IpefcTaBiisgellb, KTO MOH OT... — IIpeXke, 4eM Poyfic ycresn 3aKOHYUTh TOBOPUTSE, [IKUH
yOApHUI €ro B YeJII0CTh.

Poynca oT6pocuno Hazazn. OH IPUKPHIT CBOM, TEIlepbh OKPOBaBJIEHHBIH, POT PYKOMU, €T0 3yOhl ObLIH
pa3bpocaHs! 10 3eMiie. X0Th Y HETO BCe ellle 0CTaBaJ0Ch HECKOJIBKO, 110 O0bIIeN YaCTH OH NOTEPSII
IIOYTH BCe U3-3a OFHOTO yAapa.

Jluno [I9Ha MOTHOCTRIO TOGIEIHENT0, KOTHa OH CTal KaK MOXKHO 60Jiee TUXUM M HETIOIBUKHEIM. OTOT
yesioBeK He 0osyicst HUKoro! [laxke eciu 3a HUX Obl U OTOMCTHIH, 3TO OymeT 6eCCMBICTIEHHO, ECIU OHU
OymyT MepTBHI!

OH nopyMan npo cebs: «f momkeH HaUTH criocob cOexkaTk... f HOJKeH BHIOpPaThCS OTCIOfA ...!» - ero
6ornbire He 3a00TUI POy/c, OH IPOCTO XOTEN KUTh: «ITOT IMAapeHb, OH HE YEJIOBEK... ITO MEMOH!» —
3TO OBIIIO EAMHCTBEHHOE, YTO IIPUXOAUIIO B TOJIOBY [I3HY B TOT MOMEHT.

-Tel Tpyn! Tel MeHS cibluuilb, TPyI! Thl, TBOS C€Mbs, TBOU APY3bs, BCE Bbl IOKOMHUKU! — CJI0OBa
Poynca Ov1710 TPYIHO OHSTH U3-3a OTCYTCTBUS 3y00B. Ero rHeB ObIT Temepbh HAMHOTO CUJIbHEE, YEM
ero cTpax, OH BooOIIle He MOT 0CO3HaBaTh UTO-T1UO0 BOKPYT cebs.

OH OBITT B IPOCTH OT TOTO, YTO C HUM UTPAJIH, U, UTO ellle XyxKe, OT TOTO, YTO MOIY4IUII TpaBmy. laxe
ero coOCTBEHHHBIN OTeI[ He TOMHUMAJl Ha HEro PyKY, ¥ BCe ke KaKOW-TO COBEPIIEHHO He3HAKOMBIi
YyeJIoBEeK, KOTOPOTO OH [laXKe He 3Hall, CHesas 9To.

-Bcero Huyero, a TH yXKe B TAKOM COCTOSIHUM...? — I'IYOOKUN U XPHUIIILIHA ronoc [IKKuHa Ka3asncs [[9Hy
u Poyncy romocom u3 caMo¥ IpercrogHei: -OTo TOJIbKO Havaslo... Bamy qeicTBUs JOMKHEL OBITh
BO3MeIIleHbl THICTYEKPaTHO.

IXWH MeIeHHO Jeslasl IIar 3a IIaroM, Moaxofs Bce Omuxke u Onuxe K Pomocy.



-ITo# xme mrroutt... He moTxoTtu nnuiine! He moTxoTunu! — OBIIO TPYIHO MOHSATH Poynca u3-3a
OTCYTCTBYIOIIUX 3y00B, HO OBIJTO OYEBUIHO, YTO OH ITBLITAJICS YMOJSAThH [I2KKMHA OTIYCTUTD €TO0.

C KaX[bIM IIarOM Ka3aJiock, YTO K HeMy IpubnuxaeTcs cMepTh. Y Poynca B To BpeMs Obljia Ta ke
MBICTTb, UTO ¥ V JI3HA, 3TO OIpefeieHHO He OBLT YeJIOBEK, C TAKUM-TO KOIMYECTBOM YOUMCTBEHHOTO
HaMepeHus... ITO OB HEMOH!

-bocc! — B KOMHATY BOexkar MYyXK4YKMHa C CIIeIIallliM BBEIpAXKEHHEM JINIIA. OH, Ka3aJock, He peniajicsa
TOBOPHUTE.

-XM...? Yto 51 TeGe TOBOPUJI O TOM, KOTHa MeHsI OeCIIOKOSIT BO BpEMS OTHbIXa? — IOBOPUBIIUY YEJTIOBEK
TIOPa3UTENbHO TOX0NUT Ha Poyzca. ITo OBIIO TOTOMY, YTO OH OB raBapeM Oaumbl KaMus [IpakoHa,
a Takxe otioM Poynca, KoToporo 3Banu LI3sHb.

Ha nutie 1I3s1Hs OBl 1IpaM, OH OB BHIIIE CPEOHETO YeJ0BeKa U UMeJl KPENKOoe TeJIOCTI0XKeHNUe.
OH mpHUCTAIbHO TOCMOTPEN Ha BOLIEAINIETO YeJI0BEKA, ITPEPBABIIETO €r0 BPEMS OTHHIXA.

-9T0... — 3TOT MYyZK4YMHa HE XO0TeJl coob1aTh 3Ty HOBOCTE, HO OPYrue BO3JIOZKUIIK Ha HETrO 3aJavy.
OH x0Tesn MmIakKaTh U3-3a TOT0, YTO eMy IIPUXOOUJIOCE OEeJIaTh 3TO.

-Ecnu T He CKaXKelllb, YTO CIYYUIIOCH, 51 BO3BMY TBOM SI3HIK, YTOOH TeOe G0Jble He MPUXOOUIOCh
00 3TOM 6eCTOKOUTHLCS, — TOH LI3siHs OBITT CEPHE3HEIM, TaK KaK OH ykKe ObUT pa3gpakeH.

-3T0... ITO 110 MOBOMY TBOETO ChIHA, 60cc...! OH... Hy... TH OOJIKEH caM 3TO YBUAETh! — JIUII0
MYKYUHBI OBITIO 0YeHb OnegHeIM. OH He ocMenusics Obl OnKucaTh COCTOSIHUE ChiHa LI351HS, 9T0 OBLIO0
CJIMIIKOM... ITO OBIJIO HE TO, YTO MOT OHI CIeJIaTh YeI0BeK!

-Tak 94TO TaM 0 MOeM CHIHe?! — rma3a LI3sgHs cTanm CBUPENbIMU, KOTOa OH HEMEJIeHHO BCTall.
Ho oH HUKOTHA He cMOT OBl IOATOTOBUTHCS K TOMY, YTO €My IIPEfCTOSIO YBULETh.
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