- YTo0OHBI Bac Bcex 4epTu mpanu! - Pe3Ko B3peBen yKe He MOJIOO0M Mar, C TPYIOM yCIeBasi 3aKPHITh
CBOE€ TeJI0 Marn4yeCcKMMH IUTaMU ¥ HaflesCh Ha TO, YTO T€X XBATHUT, YTOOBI BEIAEPKATh 0UEPEIHYIO
aTaky yzKacalollero MOHCTpa, YTO Y2Ke KOTOPHIM Yac IpecaenyeT He CIUIIKOM YOa4JIuBOTO Mara -
Apnpuana Illoxa, mo nsitaM. Y nago Ovl 3TO ObIJT KAKOM-TO 0OBIYHOM MOHCTp, HY WJIM Ha KpalHeH
ciydal ouepefHas XMMepa, OCTaBJIeHHas MaraMu IIPOLIJIOro Ha IPOU3BOJI CyAbOHL... C momo6HOM
HanacThio 00Jlee YeM OIBITHBIM MacTepP CTUXUIMHOM 1 60eBOM Maruu BIIOIHE ObI CITPABUJICS.

Hy tak HeT xXe! OH HaTKHYJICSI UMEHHO Ha Hero! Ha nerenpmapHoro, MaTh Bairy, HeGecHoro
IpakoHa... M mycTh TOT OBLI COBCEM €eIIE MTEeHIIOM, HO 3TO He OTMEHSJIO TOTO ¢aKTa, 4YTO Ha
TIOKOpEeHUe TOJ0OHOTr0 MOHCTPA OHOTO MOHCTpPA MMOHAMOOUTCS KaK MUHUMYM CllaXKeHHas 3Be37a
60eBBIX MaroB, KaxXblil 13 KOTOPHIX JOCTUT MUHUMYM pPaHTa MacTepa B ODHOM U3 60EBBIX
HalnpaBJIeHUM Maruu... [la ¥ ecsaToK phlllaped, Kak MUHUMYM IIITOT0 PaHra, UM B IOANEPKKY TOXKe
He IToMeIaso Ol

A TO CIMIIKOM YK IIPOYHA IIKypa OaHHOU TBapHy, 4a U Maruio Ta, Ka3aloCh, YyTh JI1 He BIUTHIBAET...
YTo He Tak yX U yAUBUTeNIbHO. Bens HebecHEle IPaKOHEL IOTOMY ¥ CYUTAINCh MOHCTPaMu
HaMUBBICIIET0 KJlacca OTMaCHOCTH, YTO 0OBIYHBEIEe METOMB O0PHOL C JpaKOHAMHU Ha TeX CUMTal YTO U He
paboTtanu. Tak 4To AgpraHy O4eHb ITOBE3JI0, €CJIM O €T0 CUTyal[uy MOXKHO TaK BEIPA3UThCS, UTO OH
BCTPETHUJI COBCEM elIllé MOJIOLOT0 ApaKoHa.

B3pocnast oco6b BrionHe cebe criocobHa OMHUM B3MaxoM CBOETO XBOCTa CPYOUTH Mapy-TPOUKY
BEKOBHIX y00B. CerogHsNUIHNM XKe MPOTUBHUKA Mara caM MOT CKPBIThCS B KPOHE 0COOEHHO
BETBUCTOTO iy0a... BOT TOJIbKO 3TO He CUJIHO TO ¥ BOOXYIIEBISANI0 MyK4uHy. O KakoM
BOOJYIIEBIIEHUY BOOOIIIE MOKET UATH PEYb, €CIIA Mar yKe HOOPHIH Yac HOCUTCS II0 JIESHBIM
TellepaM, cracasch OT IePUOOUYECKUX aTaK BeTPOM U JIbOM, JAaHHOTO OpaKOHa, a Marudeckas Cuia
y TOTO CUMTAM YTO yKe M 3aKOHYUIACE...

Be3BhIxogHAs CHTYyallKs, YTO MOOKPEIIseTCsS Cepbe3HOM pBaHOU paHo, 06paTUBIIEN JIEBYIO PYKY
Mara B OKPOBaBJIEHHBIN KyCOK Msica. Tak elé ¥ CUj AJis nobera cuuTall 4YTo He OCTANOCh... [IyCcTh
AnpuaH u SBIsCS, B 00OABOK KO BCEMY, €Illé U PHIJapeM ABYX 3BE3M, HO ero JKU3HEHHOMN CUJIH yKe
[AHO CTaJIo He XBaTaTh I NongepxKaHus [IpeXXHero TeMna... OT4asgHUe Havaslo 3aBjlafeBaTb
MaroM, MOpabHO-BOJIEBEIE CUJIB IONXOOWIN K KOHITY BCJIe]] 3a Marn4eCKUMU U QU3N4eCKUMY, a
BHE3aIIHO BCTPETUBIINY Mara TylIUK [I0CTaBUJI KUPHYIO TOYKY B JAHHOM [IPOTUBOCTOSHUY. ..

Ycransii, Mo4To YTO UCTOIEHHBIM, PAaHEHHBIN U IIOaBIEeHHBIM Mar OCTaJICS OOUH Ha OJIUH C
y2KacaloIlliM B CBOEM COBEPIIIEHCTBe MOHCTPOM. HebGeCHEIN ApaKoH, Kak OyATO YyBCTBYS HAaCTPOU
CBOEeM XKePTBBI, MEIJIEHHO U IJIaBHO, TPAKTUYECKYU TUITHOTUIUPYSI Mara CBOeH rpalue,
npuOIUXKaJICS K IIepecTaBiiei OPEIKAaThCS KepTBe. W mulllh TYCKIIbIN 6J1eCK COBEPIIEHHO TIagKon
Oero¥ yelryu oTBNIeKan AgpruaHa OT CTOJIb 3aBOPAXKUBAOIIETO 3PEIHIIa. ..

- UuTepecHas y Tebst Marusi, 4ejoBek. 4 Takoii paHblle HUKOTTIa He BUeN. - KaKUM-TO pEIYalIM U
1o 60Ny XXKyTKKUM I'0JIOC «M3PeK» U3 CBOeU MacTu ApakKoH... Hy unm Tak mokasanaoch Mary, Ha 4TO TOT
BTaliHEe 04YeHb Hafiesicsl. TOT GBI TOYHO YBEPEH, YTO APAKOHHI HE PAa3rOBapUBAIOT, & 3HAYUT Y TOTO
y2Ke TJIIOKY Ha II0YBe YCTaJI0CTH U 0e3MepHOTro cTpaxa. - ['7ie TH Tak Hayuuscsa? - [IpomormKui
TOBOPUTH OPAKOH, BHE3AIMHO IIPEKPATUB JII0OYI0 arpecCrio B CTOPOHY Mara.

Y 9T0 OBLII0 HACTOJIBKO CTPAHHO U HEECTECTBEHHO, UTO 60EBOI Mar Jaxe YCOMHHUJIICS B COOCTBEHHOM
3mpaBoMBICTHH. [lake cTpax 3a COOCTBEHHYIO XKU3Hb PE3KO OTOIIE] Ha BTOPOU IIJIaH, 3aCTaBIIsgs Mara
OoJbIlle BOJTHOBATHCS O «TJIIOKAX», KOUMHU €T0 Harpaxmajo yCTaBIllee U UCTOIIEHHOe CO3HAHUE.
[ToBepuUTh B TO, UTO C HUM OE€UCTBUTENILHO 3arOBOPHUJI APAKOH... B 3T0 GBIJIO IeHCTBUTEIBHO CIIOKHO
TIOBEPUTH, TeM Oojiee UTO AOpuaH paHbIlle yKe YIYBCTBOBAJ B PeHaX M0 YHUUTOXKEHHUIO TPAaKOHOB,
He Ha HeOecHBIX KOHYEHO, HO BCE XKe...



- B cTonmuuyHOM akajeMuu Maruu. - [lake He 0CO3HaBast 9TOr0, Ha OJHUX MHCTUHKTAX U TBEPIOH
YBEPEHHOCTH B TOM, YTO OTBETHUTH IIPOCTO HEOOXOOUMO, CKa3ajl Mar. A 0CO3HaB CIYYUBIINECS U
IIOHSIB, YTO OPAKOH €ro NedCTBUTEILHO IOHsI... KapTuHa MHpa OJHOI0 Mara BHOBb ITOABEPriIach
CEpbE3HOM aTaKK CO CTOPOHY OHOT'0 BOMCTHHY 6e32KaloCTHOTO MOHCTpa. [IpaBfa, UHTYUTUBHO Mar
HauMHaJ IOHNMAaTh CUTYyalluio, IOCTEIIEHHO pacciabisgsach, U yCIIoKauBas OelIeHo CcTydallee cepple.

- B akapmemun maruun? MHTEepeccHo. - C 1erkuM MUIeHNEeM, YTO 3aMeHHUII0 cOO0H phYaHKWe, BHOBb
CKa3aJl OpaKoH, IIOrPyKasich B CBOM MEIC/IHU. B memepe BHOBb BO3HUKIIA 3BEHAILIAS TUIINHA, U JIUIIb
TPEeCKalIIrecss KPUCTAJIH JIbIa, YTO ObIIM OKAYeHH IIJTaMeHEM JpaKOHa, faBaau o cebe 3HATh.

- 'ocopuH mpakoH, BH pasroBapuBaeTe? - CaM He Bepsi B COOCTBEHHEIE CJIOBA, CIIPOCUII Mar,
TIOAaBIIKMCh COOCTBEHHOMY TI000MBITCTBY. CTONb CUIIBHOMY JTIOOOIBITCTBY, YTO HaXKe CTPax Iepef
JereHjapHEIM MOHCTPOM BPEMEHHO OTIIYCTUJ TOTO... Hy, HACKOIBbKO 3TO ObI7I0 BOOOIIE BOSMOXKHO B
HEIHEIITHEM COCTOSIHUM Mara. Bcé ke mpuCyTCTBUE PSANOM JIETEeHJApHOT0 MOHCTPA, YTO CII0COOeH
yOuUTDb TeOs THICSYbIO U OMHUM CII0COO0M, HEe CUJIBHO TO ¥ CIIOCOOCTBYET CIIOKOMHOMY COCTOSIHHIO.

- Oa...  MHe UHTEPECHO, KaK II0MaCTh B 3Ty TBOIO aKaAeMHUI0 Maruu. - CIIOKOMHO OTBETHUII MOHCTP.
Hy, Mary nmokasajoch YTO CIIOKOMHO... PEIYaINUX ¥ MIKISIINX HOTOK B TOJI0Ce coOeCeqHuKa CTaio
3HQUYHUTEIbHO MeHbINe. [la 1 103a IpakKoHa HUKAK He M3MeHHUJIach, HaMeKass KMEeHHO 4YTO Ha
CIIOKOMCTBME MAHHOTO APaKOHa.

- B-B... B akageMuio maruio He 6epyT APaKOHOB... Bbl CIUIIKOM OOJIbIINE OJIS1 3TOTO. - [JOKpHIBasCh
XOJIOMHBIM ITOTOM ITPOMSIMITUII BOJIIIEOHKWK, OKOHYATEIbHO 3aCOMHEBABIINCH B COOCTBEHHOM
3gpaBoOMbICTIMM. CIIUIIKOM YK CTPaHHAas CATYallds C HAM CIIy4YuIach... AlpuaH gaxe Hadan
IIOTYMBIBATh, YTO BCE IIPOUCXOMsiee - He 6ojee yeM ero npencMepTHeie Openau. Hy a Kak emné
MOXKHO 00BSICHUTH TO, YTO JieTeHOapHblit HebecHbIN IPaKkoH, IIyCTh X COBCEM EeII€ MOJIOMOH,
pas3roBapHBaeT C HUM, HHTEPECYsICh KaKOK-TO TaM aKafgeMHueil Maruu.

B03M0XHO, *MEHHO 13-3a 3TOM HepeaabHOCTH IIPOUCXOASIIEr0 Maru U 0TBedYall... [IomoOHEIM
obOpa3oM. Bynb TOT B 4yTh 60Jiee CIIOKOMHOM COCTOSIHAM, MUTOM OBI TIOHSIJI, YTO TaKOK BOT OTBET
MOXKET U He YOOBIIETBOPUTS sliepa nepen HuM. KoHeuHo, BpaTh MOHCTPY, YTO KaKMM-TO 00pa3oM
yMeeT FOBOPUTHL Ha YeJI0BeYECKOM Hapeube, AIpraH TOYHO OBl He CTall, BRICOKA BEPOSITHOCTD, YTO
TOT YM€eT YyBCTBOBATH JIOXKb... HO ¥ CTOMb TYIIbie OTBETHI TOT TOYHO OBl HE MCIIOIL30BaI,
TIOTIBITABIIKCh XOTh KaK-TO YroguTh cobeceqHuKy. K cuacThio yig Mara, 3To OBIJI0 He OYeHb TO U
HYKHO.

- BoT kak... - Kak-To Tonu 3agyM4uBO, TOJTM PAa309apOBAHHO ITPOPHIYA MOHCTD, 3aCTaBIISIST TOJIBKO
HaYaBIIET0 PacciabisIThCs Mara BHOBb IIOKPHITHCS XOJIOOHBIM IIOTOM... I He 3psi, Be[Ib CO CTOPOHEI
IIPAaKOHA CEPLE3HO TAK MOJIEIXHYJIA MAarM4eCKOM CHUJIOH, 3aCTaBIIsAs YCTABILETO, HE TOTOBOTO K 600
Mara, 60sI3IMBO 3aKMYPHUTHCS B 0KUAAHUU COOCTBEHHOM cMepTH... Koeil He mocnenosano. He uepe3
CEeKyH[y, HU Yepe3 [Be, HA 4epe3 MsTh... A TIOTOM, MaTMYeCKue BO3MYIIEHUS CO CTOPOHHI IpaKOHa U
BOBCE ITPEKPATHUJIINCh, 3aCTABISASI ApraHa MeJIeHHO TPUOTKPHITH I'7Ia3a...

YToOH B CIIEAYIOIIYIO K€ CeKYHOY HeIIOHUMAIOIIe YCTaBUThCS Ha IMYCTYIOIIYIO meriepy... Ha cekyHmy,
Mary faxe I0Ka3aJoCh YTO JIPAKOH U BIPABAYy MCYe3, OCTABUB TOI'0 HaeqUHE C COOCTBEHHBIM
CTpaxoM ¥ IIPONUTAHHOU ero aypou neiepou... Ho nuinb Ha ceKyHOy. BHe3anHo pa3faBIInics
IIPSIMO K3 TIOf HOCA, BRICOKHUIA, C JIETKOM XPUIIOTOM, IoJioc yOenuiI Mara B 00paTHOM.

- A B Tako# ¢popMe, MeHS IPUMYT B aKageMuu Maruu? - CoIpocus Majab4uK IIOOPOCTKOBOTO BO3PACTa,
oOpailas BHHMaHUe Mara Ha ce0s... Kpaem co3HaHusa AfpraH faXKe yCIIell 3allelIUThCs 3a TOHKHE
TIOJIOCHI YelllyeK, OTOSICHIBAIOIINE IIel0 MaTbyuKa, HO He Oosee Toro. ITocne ke Mara 6yKBaIbHO
TIOTJIOTHU/IM CTOJIb 3HAKOMBIE TJla3a MaIb4yHKa...



- Ja, KOHEYHO... - BrasgeIBasich B 2KeJITHIE I'71a3a C BePTUKAIBHEIM 3PAaYKOM, IIPOMSIMIIKATI Mar, He [0
KOHITAa 0CO3HaBas IIPOUCXOMsINee. A MoCce 0CO3HAHUS ¥ BOBCE TPYCIIUBO Tepsis CO3HAHMUE,
OKOHYATeJIbHO YBEPOBABIIIMCh B TOM, UTO OH 6aHaIbHO COIIEN C yMa... HacTonbKo abCypmHOCTh
TIPOMCXOISIIIEro MOOKOCKIIA BOJIIO JajieKo Hecnaboro Mara.

BoT TOMBKO MOJIOIOMY OPAKOHY O TAaKMX AYIIEBHBEIX TEP3aHUSIX OMHOI'0 KOHKPETHOTO YeJloBeKa OBII0
Hen3BeCTHO. TOT BOOOIIE C HEMaJIBIM IIOKOM Ha0IIoman 3a TeM, KaK, MOCTOWHO BREIIEPIKABIINHN C HUM
6011, Mmar 0e3BOILHOM KYKJIOi ITafilaeT Ha BEKOBLIE JIbJEI, TOKPHIBAIOIINE OaHHYIO IeLepy U3HYTPH. ..
Be3rIMsAHHBIN IPAaKOH HaXKe UCIIYTaCs, OJyMaB, YTO er0 HEBOJIbHbIM UCTOYHUK HHGOPMAIUMK BOT
TaK BOT ¥ OKOUYPHUTHLCS, 3aMEeP3HYB Ha BEKOBOM JIbAY.

- Jliomu Takue cnabwie. - C nerkoit o0OMOoi B rojioce M KareabKoi Ope3rIuBOCTH BO B3TIISE,
TIPOTSIHYJI MaJIb4YUK, B3BAJIMBas 3[OPOBYIO TYIIy Mara Ha cebs, ¥ myMasi, Kak UMEHHO eMy CTOUT
1103a60TUTHCS 06 3TOM Goe3HoM. Braro, moiaro gymMaTh TOMY He IIPHUIIIOCH, a uaes: 0aHaIbHO
COTPEeTh Mara CBOMM OTHEM IIPHUIIIA JOBOJIBHO OBICTPO...
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