Tyn-tym-tyn.

3By'K TOPOIIJIMBEIX IMIAT'OB 3XOM Pa3HECCH I10 6OJIBI_HOMy 3aly. ['maBbI Pa3JIMYHBIX KJIaHOB,
HaXOOUBIIHECA B CEPeENMHE COBEIIaHNA, CEPhE3HO CMOTPEIIN Ha HOBOHpI/IGBIBT.Hel"O. Ka}KJIBIfI N3 HUX
3dMETHO BOJIHOBAJICA.

Csa Xya HaxMypujach 4 IOCMOTpesia Ha HOBONpuOwIBIIETO. "B uem meno?"
"IIeMOHHI 37€eCh", - CKa3aJl TOHell.
BHeszanHo nogHANCA IIyM.

B Bo3yxe BHE3aIlHO MMOBUCIIO HANpsAXkeHNue. YeTrlpe rassl KjlaHa CBAILIEHHOTO 3BEPSA UMEU
Cephe3HbIe BEIPaXKEHU JIULI.

"¢ He mymar, 4TO OHU IpPUOYAYT Tak ORICTPO".

laynaT Ty Butoit rnmy0oKoMEBICTIEHHO cBell OpoBu. PopMuUpoOBaHUe, KOTOPOE OHU XOTENIM PAa3MECTUTh,
elre He OBIJIO TIOJTHOCTBIO TOTOBO. KitaHOBIIH, BrIOpaHHbIe [y aKTuBanuu ®opmaiuy YeTrpex
3Bepei, Bce elre MpucrnocadauBanIuch K GopMalry U elle He IPeyCIelu.

"Kak pa3s BoBpems!"

Cy JIrosp BHe3anHoO BCTasla. B ee TeMHO-CUHUX I'Jla3aX MEJIbKHYJI JIEASHOU X0JIOL, a TeMIlepaTypa B
3ajie pe3Ko ymarna.

BopsHou map B BO3Ayxe 3aMep3, IPEBPATUBIINUCE B JIeAsIHbBIE KPUCTAJIIILL, U yIIajl Ha IOJI.
Byum.
OHa ucue3sna.

YeTrIpe rnaBh KilaHa CBAIIEHHBIX 3Bepey ellle He YCIIeIn 0CO3HaTh BHE3AMHBIN X010, KOTa
NoOHSH, 4To uMneparpuiia Cy Jltoap GeccrnenHo ucuesna u3 3ana.

VX HeHaBUCTb K JeMoHaM Oblla He CTOJb IIy6oKa, Kak y Cy JIoap.

'nmaBel K11aHOB CBAIEHHBIX 3Bepel IOCMOTPENIU Ha ee IIyCTOe MECTO, OCTOPOXKHO IoKavaln
r0JI0OBaMU U B3[OXHYJIU.

"Umnepatopy E yxe cooOmunu?"
"Umnepatop E yxe oTnpasusicsa Kk HUM", - OTBETUJI FOHeEL].

['nmaBHI KJTaHOB ITOCMOTPENH APYT Ha ApYyTra, Kaxk[bli U3 HUX 6eCIIOMOIIHO yIBIOHYICS. 3aTeM ux
B3TJIAOBI 3aCThUIM, ¥ OHU XOJIOOHO cKa3anu: "[logemTe".

'oHKa IpakoHOB.

Kak knaH, cTosmui Ha BeplinuHe PernoHa 3Bepel u Bo3rnaBmgiomuil YeToipe CBsleHHEX KnaHa
3Bepel, X TEPPUTOPHUS OblJla IOCTPOEHA B caMOM O1aronpusiTHOM MecTe PernoHa 3Bepei.

Po30BEHIl CBET 03apsiy 3eMH, a 00KeCTBEHHBIM TyMaH OKYyThIBal Hebeca.



HOCKOJ’IBKY YJIEHHBI KJIaHa JPAaKOHOB C POXKIOEHNA OBIIIM CITOCOOHEI JIeTaTh, UX JOM OBIIT IIOCTPOEH Ha
BepIIrHEe I'OPHI. HOﬁpaTBCﬂ TyHa IIEIIKOM He OBIITO HUKAKOMH BO3MO2XKHOCTH,; €TI0 MO2KHO OBITIO CYHTATD
MPaKTU4YEeCKN HEJOCTYIIHBIM.

Hx IMMOOYMHEHHEBIE KJIaHBI KWW Hd PABHUHAX BOKPYT I'OPEI X ITOJIb30BAJIMCh 3aH_II/ITOI;I OPaKOHOB.

OrpoMHasi ¥ BHYIIUTEIbHAS apMUS IEMOHOB OCTAaHOBUIACh U CTOsiIa B HeOe. ITom HUMHU, Ka3ajoch,
O6eckoHe4Has opfa 30M0u B36Kpanach Ha TOpy.

"Tloxoxke, OHU [EeNCTBUTENIHHO PEIININ CpaXKaThCd 30eCh Ha KU3Hb U cMepTh". 'y JIu yauBieHHO
BCKUHYJ OpoBu. [lepen HUMU CTOSI/Ia Iefasd apMusi OeCUrCIIeHHBIX 3Bepel, Kak Ha3eMHBIX, TaK U
BO3OYIIHBIX, ¥ BCE€ OHU CTOSINIA B MealbHOM CTPOIO.

XOTsT UX YUCIIEHHOCTD OblJla HEBEJIUKA, HaXkKe CaMblil CIabbli U3 HUX ObIT TMKOM YeJI0BEYECKOT0
feccmepTHs.

Mo3kHO GBIIO C YBEPEHHOCTBIO CKa3aTh, UTO BCs 31uTa Pernona 3Bepeil mpubbiia Ciofa.
IIXMq).II

YepHusili [JpakoH MOOHSJ CBOM MaCCUBHBEIM Med ¥ YBepeHHO QHIPKHYJI. B ero riasax 3T nionu ObITH
BCETO JIUIIIb MypPaBbIMHU. IKCIEPTHI, eUCTBUTENIHHO CIIOCOOHEIE TI0TIaCTh B €T0 T0Jie 3peHus, elle He
MTOSIBUJIKC.

Yepubili [IpakoH HETIOHKWMAIOIIe HaXMyPHUJICS U BEITHYJ OPOBH.

Tem BpeMeneM Cy MioHb cupen psigoM C HUM, ero pyKu OBICTPO cO3[aBay IevaTH.
I'poxor.

3eMsisl 3apoxKaa. ['opel COOPOrHyIUCh.

3eMJIs Iepeq HUMU BHE3AITHO pa3feliuiach Ha OTPOMHYIO pacuienvHy. KaMeHHas cTeHa BEICOTOM B
THICSIYY METPOB BHIPBAjIach U3 PACIIEIMHEL, IIperpaxaas MyTh JeMOHaM.

IleMOHE! ¥ KpOBaBkle 30MOU 3aCTHUIM B U3YMJIEHUH, @ 3aTeM 3aMeTUIH IIJIOTHOe YepHoe 0671aKo,
TIPOTIJIRIBAlOIee HAll UX TOJI0OBAMH.

CBPIpel'[I:IfI Be€Tep 3daBhIBAJI B HX yIlIdX, a CBEPXY IIadaJlA OecumciIeHHbBIe CHeXKUHKH. BCKOpe IIJIOTHBIE
XJIONIbA CHETa IPEBPATUIINCE B Y2KaCalOIlyl0 METEJIb. OpHako KaMeHHas CTeHa OCTAHOBHUIIA JIEISTHEIE
BETPEI Ha CBOEM IIYTH.

Cy JTioap napumna Hag ['opomom [IpakoHOB B CBOEM TEMHO-CUHEM OfIeSTHUM, CTOSI O0CBIMU HOTaMHU B
IIeHTPEe METEeJIH.

CHeXWHKM KPYXKUIKUCh BOKPYT Hee, a OHa HEMOOBUKHO CMOTpela Ha MacCHBHYI0 KaMeHHYIO CTEHY.
"Hah...." JlegsiHas yneiOKa 3aurpasna Ha ee rybax. Bckope, 3aTeM ee mpaBast pykKa paccekya BO3[yX.

COTHM IIKIIOB YHCTOT'O JIbla COOPANKUCh BOKPYT ee pykKu. OHA MSTKO TOJKHYJIA BO3[AYX BIEpe.



Bymw. By, Bym.

[Iumiel BOH3UJIACE B CTEHY.

Bckope ee T0BEPXHOCTD IMOKPHIIACH TPELIVHAMMU.

Korga Cy MioHb 3aMeTHI TPEIIUHEL B CTeHE, OH CBeJI OpoBU U mpophidan: "OTcTymaem!".
"Jlomau!

Kak TonbKO ee KpacHBIE I'yOBl Pa30IIIACh, CTEHA PYXHYIIa.

Korpa ona pacceinanach, MaCCUBHBIE BaJTyHBEl PYXHYJIU Ha 3€MJII0.

XOTS IeMOHHBI IBITANTMCh YATH U3-TI0]] YOapa Mafaloliux KaMHeH, TOTHOCThIO n30eKaTh TPaBM OBIIO
HEBO3MOXKHO.

Y BApYT KTO-TO MOOHS PYXHYBIIYI0 KAMEHHYIO CTEHY B Bo30yX. OHU ITOCMOTPENN U YBULENH
yBepeHHo yinbibaomuierocs Yepuoro IpakoHa. Ero pyky mMomHsIM KaMeHb Hajl FOJIOBOM ¥ IIBLIPHYIIH
ero B Cy JIio'ap.

Bountl 3BepuHoro Kpas, croasiue nepen HpakoHbuMu Bpatamu, 3agpoxanu. OgHako Cy JIrosp
U 0071eTYeHHO QEIPKHYIA.

Ha moBepxHOCTH BaJlyHa MTHOBEHHO 06Pa30BaJICst TOHKUH CIIOW JTha. 3aTeM pa3faiCs TPOMKUH
yOap, OH pa3jieTesics Ha JIefsHble KPUCTAIE ¥ YIIald Ha 3€MJTIO.

"A s1-To Tagas, KTo 3T0. OKa3kBaeTcs, mpubbiyia caMa uMmepaTpuiia!" YepHsiii [IpakoH cTosi B Hebe
¥ YBepeHHO yibi0asncs. OHU MOTePSIIK 3alIUTy MaCCUBHOW KAMEHHOM CTEHHI, TI09TOMY OH CTOSIIT
nepen apMuell BMECTO Hee, 3alluilas ux oT 6ef.

Briora Muasnach K HeMy, HO OyIIyiolie BeTphl He MOTJIX 000WTH €T0 HU Ha Iiar.

CHeXUWHKY CKAIlJTMBA/IMCh Ha €T0 Koxe, moKa YepHslil [IpakoH He 3aBUOPUPOBAJ €Tr0 TyXOBHOMN
9Hepruewu, IoJTHOCThIO PacCenBasi ux.

"MMnepaTpulia, Tebe He KaXKeTCs, YTO 3TO CIIUIIKOM HepyXKeno0Ho?"

"Xm?" Cy Jltoap u3ornysna OpoBu u 3axuxukania. "Pa3Be s momkHa Oblla IOMPUBETCTBOBATEL TEOS
nepepn HanageHuem?"

"Tel He MOJIKHA 3a0bIBATh O CBOMX MaHepax", - C MPUBETIUBOM yILI0OKOM cKa3an YepHsd [IpakoH.
"KT0 3HaeT? Bo3M0OXKHO, MEL CMOXKEM T0TrOBOPUTHECS". ETo Temo merCTBOBalIo KakK CTEHA, IIOTHOCTHIO
6110KUPYs OYIIYIOUTYI0 METETD.

"Xax.... THl IeHCTBUTEIFHO MOXKeIllb OJI0KupoBaTh, fa?" Cy JI:03p nuilb yabIi0HyTack B OTBET, a 3aTEM
cys3usa riasa. [Io3agu Hee TOSBUIIKCH OEBSITH O€JTOCHEKHBIX XBOCTOB, Pa3BEBAIOIIUXCS Ha BETPY.

"XoTenock OB TOCMOTPETH, KaK [IOJT0 TH IPOMEPKHUIILCS ",
BeTep BHE3aIMHO YCUIMIICS, CTaB elle 00Jiee CBUPEIBIM, YeM IIPexke.

Onu mpope3asti KPOBaBYIO NUHUIO Ha uile YepHoro [IpakoHa, HO paHa 3aCThUIA ellle [0 TOTO0, KakK U3
Hee IOLTa KPOBb.



Bripaxenue nuiia YepHoro [IpakoHa motemueno. Ox ycraBuics Ha Cy JIt03p, MO3BOJISIS CBUPEIIOMY
BETPY BHIPE3aTh HA €T0 JIWIE CJIEM 3@ CIeIOM.

OH moTupasn nopaHeHHbIe IeKU, YYBCTBYS IPUJIUBE OCTPOM O0OIM B IHIIE.
"HMiMmiepaTpuiia, BEl IIOJTHOCTHI0 UTHOPUPYETE MOU CJI0Ba?"

Ero aypa nmocTeneHHO pacuIupsiiach, 0TTeCHss OyIIyIoye BETPHL.
Briora cTonkKHynack ¢ AyX0BHOU cuior YepHoro [IpakoHa.

"TloueMy 3BepuHEIN Kpall oTpaBun Te6s oguy? Heyxenu 3mech 6onbiie HUKOro HeT? XMd. I He
X04y cpaxaTthcsi ¢ To6oi. Kak MyXk4rHa, 51 He MOTY COpBaTh KpacuBklii 1BeToK. OTrpaBs E LI3rrueHa.
MHe ecTs 4TO €My CcKa3aTh".

B3arnsag Yepnoro [IpakoHa Obi1 MpauHbIM. OH HUKOTTIa He 3a0yaeT "IpPUATHHIN CIOPIPU3", KOTOPHIN
npernopHec eMy E [[3b4eH.

YTto kacaetcsa Cy JIwo'apa.

CoBOpAT, YTO Jaxke repou He MOTYT YCTOSTh Iepell KpacUBBIMHU KeHIMuHaMu. OH He OBbI
HUCKIIIOUEHUEM.

OH Mor OBITh XJTaGHOKPOBHBEIM, HO CTOJIKHYBIIUCH C TaKOM, Kak Cy JIi03p.

OH BCE PaBHO OBIT HEMHOTO TPOHYT. KoHEYHO, 3T0 6b110 TpU ycimoBuu, uTo Cy JI103p He BCTAHET y
Hero Ha IyTH.

“TloyeMy THI Hecelllb BCIO 3Ty 4ylib?"' OgHaKO maxe nepeq aunoM yrpo3 Yeproro [Ipakona Cy JIoo3ap
pocTo GHIPKHYa. "ECiu TH X04ellh CpaXkaThCs, TO IPOCTO cheliail 3T0. Y MeHs OOJIbIlle HET
TEePIEHUS TPATUTh BPeMs Ha Pa3roBOPHI ¢ TOOOM!"
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