B ob6nactu beckoHeYHBIX 3Bepel, y BOPOT Ha ropy KiaHa [[eBATUXBOCTOM JIMCHI.

['opa Ovla TTOKPHITA AEBATUXBOCTBIMHU JTUCAMH, OOETHIMU B KPacHBIE JIEHTHL. [ToueTHHIN Kapayn Ouml B
Oapabanbl ¥ ToHTH. OHU UTPAJIH YKe TPU OHS U TPU HOYMU.

B nokosx rinaBel KJIaHa BCe BOKDPYT OBIIIO KPaCHBIM. Hepeu TyaJIETHBIM CTOJIMKOM CHU€EJIad XKEHIITWHA B
adJIBIX IIEPEMOHHUAJIBHBEIX OdeXKOaX.

Ee kpacora Oblyla HEIPEB30HIEHHOH, YIEIOKA - Ty4e3apHOH.

Ee ry0Onl ObIM HaKpallleHbl 071e JHO-PO30BHIM I[BETOM. [Be KEHIIUHEI CPEOHUX JIET CTOSIIHN 03l
Hee, yXaXXMBasl 3a ee BOJIOCAMU ¥ OfEeKIOH.

"Crapimas cectpa".

B KxomMHaTy BOekaa MoJyiofiasd XKeHIIKWHa Ha T0Pore B3POCJIOH KU3HU U MTOPHIBUCTO ITPOU3HECTIA.
MarneHbKasi IeBOYKa JIET YETHIPEX-TISITH B3sJIa €€ 3a PYKY U BOIIUIA CIIEIOM 3a HeW.

XKeHIIMHA 3aHMMaach MakKUskKeM, HO IIPU UX MOSIBIIEHUU IIOBEPHYJIACh M ITI0Maxasa pykKou. "Bropas
cecTpa, MaJjieHbKas CeCTpeHKa", - CKa3asia OHa C y/IbIOKoM. "ThHl IpHIlyia Kak pa3 BoBpeMs. A yxe
cobupamnack uaTu Tebs UCKaTh".

"3auem?" - cmpocuia Monogas XeHIIHa.

3aTeM OHa pa3Bejla pyKaMU M CKa3aja: "Bo-mepBrIX, I03BOJIbTE MHE 3a7aTh BOIPOC. Bce rOBOPSAT, 4TO
Tl COOMPaeIhCs BEIUTH 3aMyXK 3a 2KeJlToro uMieparopa Mrpa jifofei. 9To npasga?”

"ITa", - oTBeTUIIA XKEHIIMHA, HEXKHO TOTJIakuBas IIIeKW MITaAIleil CEeCTPHL.

"Ho pa3Be MH He 50?" - CIpoCUIIa MIaflias XXKeHIWHA, B rlTa3aXx KOTOPOU IJiecKanach
pacTepsHHOCTE. "Pa3Be THI He TOBOPUIIA, UTO JIFOOU U 510 UAYT Pa3HbIMU MyTAMU? [171 4ero Tel
BBIXOUILD 3aMyX 3a 4ejloBeKa?"

3aTeM el YTO-TO IPUIIJIO B TOJIOBY.
"9TO IOTOMY, UTO OH IIOMOI HaM paHbIlEe, U Tl X0Yelllb OTIJIaTUTh eMy?"

"9TO0 YacTh IPUYUHEI, 5 MoJ1arao. Ho B OCHOBHOM 3TO ITOTOMY, YTO S HEHMCTBUTEJILHO 1000 ero”, -
CKasaJjla OHa, CKPUBUB I'yOHI B Y/IbIOKE. 3aTeM OHa IIOBEPHYJIACh K KEHIMHAM CPeIHUX JIET,
CTOSIBIIMM II03a04 Hee.

"TloxkamyiicTa, OCTaBbTe Hac Ha BpeMs. & OBl X0Tejla MOroBOPUTEL CO CBOUMM CECTpaMu".
"KoHeuHO".
Cnyru yuuii. Monogas KeHIIWHa BeXXJIMBO KUBHYJIAa UM U IPOCJIeNnia 3a UX yXOA0M.

Kak TonbKO OHHU YIIIY, OHA OTJISHYJIaCh Ha CTapIlIyio CECTPY U HeLO0BOJIbHO HaxMypuiiack. "TH Bcerna

Y4ujla HacC, 4TO JIIOOU U 40 - 3TO Pa3HEIE.... .

XKeHrHa IIPOCTO IIOTpeIIajia BOJIOCEL CBOEM MiafIei CECTPHI, BRIpaXKas 3860Ty. IIHpOCTO IIOO02KOH,
IIOKa ThI BEIPACTEIIb, TOT'Aa ThL TMOMMeIIs",



"¢l HEKoTrga He X041y B3pOCJieTh. Bce mpekpacHo, Kak ecTh, ¢ To601 3pmeck, B kK1aHeCOPY00. Bee, uTo
MHe HyKHO [leJlaTh, 3T0 3a00TUThCS 0 Halllel Mylafiel cecTpeHke".

Ona yneIOHYIach ¥ TMOTJIafiniIa JeBOUKY 10 rojoBe. "Jlunu XKy, s mpaBa, He Tak nmu?"
"Mmxm."
ManenbKas feBoYKa II0-IeTCKM KUBHYJIA, a KEHIIIMHA C YIbI0K0M HabIiofana 3a HUMH.

ITocne MHHYTHOTO KoJieOaHus OHa, Ka3aJIOCh, YTO-TO pEIInia. Ona B3471a C TyaJIETHOTO CTOJTUKA
CaHOAJIOBYIO IMIKATYIIKY, IIPDUTOTOBJIIEHHYIO CIIEOIHUAJIBHO OJId 3TOTr0 MOMEHTa.

"Bropas cecTpa, IIPOTSAHU PYKY".
"3auem?" - cupocuia OHa, HO BCe XKe IIPOTSAHYJIa PYKY.

B ee packphITyI0 TafoHb OBLT BJIOKEH KyCOYeK JIEASHOTO KpucTasna Hepputa. OT HETO TOIIeN
XOJIOMIOK, KOTOPHIM PACIIPOCTPAHUIICS BBEPX IO PyKe U 10 BCEMY TeIy.

"¢] BEHIXOXKY 3aMyK, IT03TOMY MOSI JOJIZKHOCTb T'JIaBHI KJIaHA €CTECTBEHHBIM 00Pa30M IEPEXOOUT K
Tebe. JlegssHOM KpUCTa/UT HeppuTa mepemaBacs U3 MOKOJIEHHUS B IIOKOJIEHNE B KJIaHe
HeBsatuxBoctou JIncel. HecMOTpS Ha 9TO, MO OOCTUXKEHHUS B TEXHUKE JIbJla HE SBISIOTCS
BBIJAIOLIMMUCS, TO30PAIIUMY HaIINX ITPenkoB. C APyroi CTOPOHHI, TBOU CIIOCOOHOCTH ITOMCTHHE
HEBEPOSTHHL. f oToaMm Tebe 3TOT JIeAsTHOM KPUCTAJJI BMECTE C [OIKHOCTHIO T71aBH KilaHa. Hamerocs,
THI IIOMOKEIIb KnaHy [[eBITUXBOCTOr0 JIMca MPOOOIXKUTh CBOE CyIIeCTBOBaHUE B OymyieM. "

C sTuMHM CII0BaMM OHa BCTasa C KpecCila 1 HaKMHYJIa Ha JINIIO KPAaCHYIO ByaJlb, JIE2KABIIyIO Ha CTOJIE.

"TloxanyicTa, IpoCcTUTE MOU 3rou3M. OTHBEIHE KJlaH [leBATUXBOCTOU JIMCH HaXOOAUTCS B BaIlINX
pykax".

B yHHCOH IIpO3ByYasy F'OHTH, U C TPOXOTOM B30PBAJIKChH ITeTapIHL.

BepeHnutia 6eccMepTHBIX 3Bepel CTOs/Ia Ha KOJIEHSIX Y BOPOT KJIaHa, PSIAOM C HUMU CTOSIJT YeJIOBEK.
OH OBITT OfleT B KEJITYI0O UMIIEPATOPCKYI0 MaHTHIO. ET0 ra3a ObIIM ITOX0KY Ha TIy0oKHe JTyXKH,
rycTele OpoBU ObLIM TEMHBIMM, KaK YePHUJIA, a JIUII0 He IMOAOaBaioCh MIPOYTEHHUIO.

Iaxe MPOCTO CTOST Ha MECTe, OT HeT0 UCXOuIa aTMochepa UMIIePCKOM BIacTH, Kak OyaTo Bce
npyrue GopMEI XKU3HU HaXOTUIUCH TIOL €T0 KOHTPOJIEM U [IOJIXKHEI OBIIIA IOTYHHUTHCS €T0
IIPaBIIEHHUIO.

“JIun dn".

Korpga oH yBupmen npubnuKaromlyiocs XKeHIMHY B KpacHOU Ofiekfe, ero JUIIeHHOe BhIpaXKeHUs JIUII0
BHE3aIHO IIPOCBETIIENIO, ¥ OH ABUHYJICS IIONIPUBETCTBOBATE €€.

"Crapmas cectpa".

Y Bx0fla B KJTQaHOBYIO TOPY I'Ia3a MOJIOOM KEHIIMHBI HAllOTHUINCE clie3aMu. Ee pyKu Kpemko
CXKMMalM ITONapeHHBIN el NeIsTHOW KPUCTaIl.



"BTopas cecTpa, moueMy TH I1ayelns? YTo genaeT crapimas cectpa? Pa3se oHa He IlaBa KJ1aHa
HeBsTuxBocToro Jinca? OHa HE MOXKEeT MOKUHYTh TOPY HAIIeTro KiaHa, He TaK JIu?

Ha HexxHoM u He3pPeJIoM JIuIe MaJIeHbKOM IeBOYKHU OTPA3UJIOChk CMSTEHHE. HGBYHIKa BEITEPJIA CIJIE3EI
C I''la3, 3aTeM ynblﬁHYHaCb 1 JIaCKOBO IIOTPeEIIaJIa JEBOYKY II0 BOJIOCAM.

"Crapias cecTpa ye3xkKaeT B ITIOUCKaX TOT0, YTO el HyXKHO".
"Jero ke oHa x04eT?"

"Ero, 1 pymaro". B3rnap meByIIKY yIaa Ha MyXK4YUHY B UMIIEPaTOPCKOXM MaHTHY, U BEIpaXKeHHeE ee
JuIa cTano cnoxHbIM. OHa He 3Hasa, YTO YyBCTBOBATH.

"Jlunu dHb, TH yBEpEHa, YTO XOYeIlb YUTU?"
Iepxka ee 3a pyKy, MyK4MHa B MAaHTUU He MOT He CIIPOCHUTb.

Ona o06epHyIach ¥ IOCMOTPENIA Ha MOJIOAYI0 KEHIIUHY, CTOSBILYIO ¥ BOPOT. II09yBCTBOBAB B3TJISAN
CTapIIey CEeCTPhl, OHA MTOCIIEIIHO OTBEPHYIACH.

YBumes 310, ryObl KEHIIMHB CKPUBUIIUCH B YIEIOKe. "BTOpasi cecTpa BHIPOCTIA, TEIEPh OHAa MOXKET
CIIPaBUTHCS CO BCEM caMa".

"Y6uiicTBo, KTO-TO yOHUT....".

BHe3amHo cpeny MOYeTHOTO Kapaysia MOgHIach CyMaToXa, ¥ OHU 3aKpUYa/y B MaHUKe. YeloBeK B
MMIIEPATOPCKOYM MAaHTUYU HAaXMYPHUJICS, 3aT€M I103Bajl GPOHMPOBAHHOTO YEJI0BEKA PSIIOM C COOOH.

"HJaHCsAHB, TIOUAYU y3HAU, YTO CIIYYUIIOCH".
“ITorsamn."
He ycnen YancsHb coenaTh U HECKOJIBKUX 1IaTr0B, KaK Ha HETO BHIIJIECHYIACh KpacHas KUOKOCTb.

OH yKJIOHUJICA B CTOPOHY, 3alluiias ce0s 1 XKeHIIUHY B KpaCHOM CBOel MaHTuel. barposas
JKUOKOCTH TI0Tajia Ha ero ofexmny.

3ammax KpOBY BOPBAJICS B €70 HO3[PH.

KpoBs.

2KupkocTs, KOTOpas TOIBKO UTO IOIajia Ha ero ofexmay, Oblia KpOBbIO.

Kak TOnbKO OH yBUIEN 3TO, OH CUJIBHO HaXMyPUJICH.

B3sTh KeHy ObIII0 pafOCTHEIM COOBITHEM, HO YBUIETH KPOBh OBIIO KpaliHe HECUACTIIMBEIM.
"Kto mocMmen BecTu cebst 6ecliepeMOHHO Ha CBagb0e 9Toro uMieparopa?”

"TIpoIrno MHOTO BpeMeHH C TeX MOp, KaK MBI BUIENTUCH B IOCIEIHUY pas.



Bpat XKenTeii UMmepaTop, TH X04Yellb CKa3aTh, YTO 3a0bUT MeHsS?"

CHapyXxu pa3faics rpyOnlii cMeX, M BCKOpe TIOSIBUJICS TPOMO3KUY My K4YKWHa C poraMu Ha T'0JIOBe,
CXBATUBIINYU PyKaMU OOHOTO U3 My3bIKAaHTOB U3 IOUYETHOI'0 Kapaya.

OH HeOpeXKHO CBEPHYJ My3bIKQHTY III€l0, a 3aTEM 3arOBOPUJI CHOBa. "BenKkas HOBOCTD O BallleM
CO103€ C UMIlepaTpullel KjiaHa J[leBATUXBOCTOU JIMCUIlEI pa3Hecsach 10 BCeM 3eMJISIM U MopsM. A
IIPUILETT CIOfla CIlelaabHo, YTOOH 03ApaBuTh Tebs, HO B MOeM KJlaHe BpOXKeHHas JII000Bb K
6utBaM. 5 He 3HaJ, Kak ellle MOYTUTh TeOsI, I09TOMY UCIIOJIb30BaJl CBEXKYI0 KPOBb, KOTOPYIO MBI
mo6uM Gosblile Bcero”.

"CUHTSHB, pa3Be TH 3[IeCh He IJIsi TOro, YTOOH co30aBaTh IPOOIEMHI?" B IPOCTU BOCKIIUKHYII
Yaucsub. "Tebs mocnan Mmmepartop [Tnamenu?"

"HaHrcuaHs, He Oynb rpyouiM”, - ckasdan 2KenTwiit UMiepaTop, MpOTATUBas PyKY, YTOOB OCTAHOBUTH
ero. "Msl ¢ UmnepaTopoMm ITnaMeHr KaK BETBU OIHOTO iepeBa, 0IM3KU Kak OpaThsi, KaK OH MOT
II0C/IaTh KOT'0-TO, YTOOBI YCTPOUTH HECYACThLE B IE€Hb MOeil CBagbObI?"

ba.

CHHBTSHD BHIUIIOHYJI Ha 3€MJII0 ITOJTHBIM POT MOKPOTHL U QEIpKHY. "Kak nuieMmepHo. 'BeTBu ogHOTO
nepeBa?' Kakoit ¢papc. OTuM MUPOM M3HAYAIBHO JOIKeH OBLI IIPaBUTh MO rocrnogul, MMmepaTop
[Tmamenu. YTo Tl B CPaBHEHUU C HUM?"

"Juey noTepien nopaxexue. Pagu csoux npunnunos UMmnepartop Ilnamenu pemmm npegoTBpaTuTh
OymyIyio Mexka0ycoOully u YUTH B OTCTaBKy. MBI BCe BOCXUIIIA€MCS €r0 PACCYOUTENbHOCTRIO 1
npaBefHOCThIO". CuHTSAHD, UMnepatop [InaMenu caM cKa3asl: TPOH HOJIKEH IMOIy4YUuTh 2KenThii
Wmnepartop. Ecnu T Oyzmelib TOBOPUTH TaKue BEIU Cefyac, TO MOTEPSEIb JIUI0 [AJIS CBOETO
TocIIoguHa".

2KeHnmuHa B KpaCHOM IOJHSJIA Byasb. [IponuTas Ha cBafib0e KPOBb ObIsIa CTPAIIHBEIM
Ipeg3HaMeHOBaHUEM, II09TOMY, ECTECTBEHHO, OHa TOXe Obljla B SIPOCTH.

"Xmd, 2KenTeiit UMIiepaTop - HU3KUY U IPE3PEHHBIN YETI0OBEK, BCE 3TO 3HAIOT", - IPEe3PUTETHHO
¢bripkHynn CUHTSHD. "MMnepartpulia, TH fo0unach 60IbIKX 3acayT B 0opbOe ¢ Yuey, moaToMy s Oymy
Ha3bIBaTh TeOs "uMIepaTpulieil” B mocineqHuu pas. Thl cOOMpPaelIbCs BEIUTH 3aMyXK 3@ 3TOI'0 HU3KOTO
Y IIPE3PEHHOT0 YeJI0BeKa, T03TOMY, eCTECTBEHHO, Thl CKJIOHHA 3alllUINaTh ero".

"Ho Ha 9TOT pa3 s 3[eCh He OIS TOTO, YTOOB Pa3kKUTaTh MPOOIEMEI.

3mech eCTh YeNIOBEK, KOTOPHIM X04YEeT BaCc BUAETh".
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