Co OBICTPO MPUHUMAET PeIleHre BePHYThCS B MepeBHI0. Pa3 ciofa mpuiiia gyiia MakKpuHEL, TO
IEeNCTBUTEILHO CIIYYUIOCh YTO-TO CTPAIIHOe. MambYuK IPOCTO OEKUT 110 HOPOTe, HO Yepe3
HEKOTOpPOe BPeMsI BHIHYKIEH 0CTaHOBUThLCS. OKa3bIBaeTCs, TOProBel] KacTop ycmesn oThexaTh
IIOBOJILHO [ajieko, YeM IT0Ka3asioch paHee, 103ToMy CoJl IOCTUTAET NEPEBHU TOJBKO C TEPBEIMU
JydaMu COJIHIIA.

IIBIM ITOZKapHI BUAE ellle IO TOTO, Kak IoKa3anuch foma. Coit He cTan 3aberaTh B IEPEBHIO, He
3Has, YTO TaM IPOUCXOAUT. HEKOTOpOe BpeMs u3ydaeT U3MAJIHU C PAa3HLIX CTOPOH, HO HEe BUNUT
BHOUMBIX YIPo3. ITocyie 3TOT0 yCTPeMIIsieTCs BIIEPEN U OKA3bIBAETCS HA OKOJIUIIE, e BYEpa
MaxkpuHa ¢ 116308 Maxaau eMy Bcief. Terneps 3[ech JexKaT MEPTBEIE TeJla, Ha HePEBHIO CJIOBHO
COBepIIeH pa300NHUYNN HaJeT.

HecmoTps Ha Hanuyue MepTBEIX Tesl, Col YBepPeHHO BXOIUT B IepPeBHI0. Tereps OH 3HAET, KaK
mpeoOpa30BLIBATh JYXOBHYIO 9HEPTHUIO B opyxkue. [Ipu3paku Temeph He Takue cTpamIHbe. OT
TIOJIOBUHBI TOMOB OCTAJIUCh JIUIIL OBIMSAIIAECS YITIH, a Ha YIUIaX BalIsIOTCS MEPTBBIE XKUTEIIH.
HeTpynHO 3aMeTUTh CBeXKHe CIIebl KOMBIT, UTO 3aM0JI0HUIN YIUIE. [10X0XKe, KakKue-TO pa300MHUKH
INEeNCTBUTEILHO HAllaK Ha IEPEBHIO, BLITAIIUIN U3 JOMOB KUTEIEH U YOUIM UX. A yXO[s 4acCTh
IOMOB TIOJOKTJIH.

oM MakpuHEI CTOUT IIeJIBIM, HO IBePh BEIOWTA. B ritaBHOM KOMHATE, T7le OHK BUepa Tparne3Hudal,
Ha CTOJIe JIeXKUT X03s5HKa IoMa, KeM-To 3afyIieHHasi. CoJl ¢ TPYIOM OTPLIBAETCST OT HETIPUSTHOTO
3penuima 1 UAeT Pa3kICKUBATh JJb3y. [IyIa XKeHITMHE IPHUIIUIA ¥ IOMPOCHTIA CIIaCTH J0Yb.
Bo3M0KHO, IeBYOHKaA yCIlena rue-Hu0ynb cupsitaTbes. HampuMep, B mogBasie. BoT TONMbKO y loMa HET
IIOfiBajia, KaKrue IPUHSITO CTPOUTh B Maxuu. B capae Toxke HUKOTO HET.

— 9mnb3a! 9np3a! — HerpoMko 30BeT Manbuyrad. KTo O He Hallasl Ha IePEBHIO, OHU yXKe I, HO
Cor BCE paBHO He X04eT KpuyaTh CIIMIIKOM I'POMKO. EMUHCTBEHHOE, UTO cMmyiaeT CoJa,
3aKJII049aeTcs B OTCYTCTBUU OOJIBIIIOTO KOIMYECTBa IPU3pakoB. 1o unee BCs [epeBHS [NOMKHA MU
KUIIIEeTh, HO BOKPYT IIYCTO U TUXO.

Ho Ha ynuile HOC K HOCY BCTPeYaeTCs C AYIIOi MEPTBOTO CTapuKa, KOTOpas Tak ¥ He TOKWHYIa
IepeBHI0. MepTBel] CIIOKOWHO CMOTPUT Ha Cojla, KOTOPBIMA BOPYT pellaeT CIIPOCUTh Y YMEPIIIETO, YTO
cnyuyunock. Pa3 TaxeT u MakprHa MOTJIM TOBOPUTh, TO BCEe IIPU3PAKHU 3TO HOJIKHEI yMeTh. CTapuk
HEKOTOpoe BpeMs 6e3y4acTHO CMOTPUT Ha XKHUBOTO, a IT0C/ie HeOXKMUIaHHO YKa3blBaeT PYKOH Kyna-To
3a IepPeBHIO.

[TocunTaB 9TO 3a BepHHBIN 3HAK, COJI OTIIPaBIseTCS B YKa3aHHYI0 CTOPOHY. U npaBpa, 3a JepeBHeU
3amMedaeT CJebl [IeJIoT0 OTPsAAA, YTO yCKaKall B yKa3aHHOM MEepPTBELIOM HallpaBlIeHUU. ITO
o4epenHoe A0Ka3aTeabCTBO TOT0, UTO OyIIXA YMEePIIUX He IPOCTO CTPaHHOe siBjeHue. OHU MOTYT
noHuMaTh Cojla ¥ JaXKe MoMOoTraTh.

ManpurK Havas OBIJIO UATH 0 CIefaM, HO BCKOPe OCTAHOBUIICS M3-3a IIOCTOPOHHUX MBICTIEH. «A YTO
s crenaw, Korga Haimy ux? TaMm XuBbIe JTIOOH, a He OyXu. MeHs MOTYT YOUTh WJIK TOXKEe B3STh B
nneH», — Coi 3amaeT cebe MpaBUIIbHbBIE BOMIPOCH. YacTh ero TpedyeT pa3BepHYThCS U YUTH, HO
Opyras 4acTh Pe30HHO CIIPAILIMBAET O TOM, KyHa OH coOpasics UATH. MalbyuK TOHUMAET, YTO UATH
eMy HeKyfa, y Hero Mo-mpexHeMy HeT HUKaKUX IeJIei.

Pa3priBaeMblli BHYTPEHHUMU IIPOTUBOPeYnsIMU, COl IPOgoIzKaeT CTOSATh ITIOCPEAU JOPOTH.
[ToHMMaeT, 4TO 3TO HE MOXKET IIPOHOJIKATLCS [OJT0, Hy>KHO YTO-TO PEIIUTh U PEIIUTh OBICTPO. M Kak
TOJIbKO pellleHue MPUHSTO, Cpa3y HaCTymaeT YyBCTBO oOerdenus. Com pelraet, 4To He OPOCHUT B
Oeme Tex, KOMy MOXKeT IIOMOYb, la’Ke eCJIi 3TO CMEPTENIbHEIN PUCK. BO3M0XKHO, Tak Jaxe JTydIie.
Ecnu XKuTh He3a4yeM, TO 3a4eM BOOOIIIe Torma KUTh?



[To cnemam yxke K Beuepy Con HaxomuT OOJIBIION JTarepb pa30uTHIM mocpenu geca. Pa30oitHUKaM
KaXeTCs, 4YTO UX HaJlleT 3aMeTAT He cpa3y, I09TOMY faXKe He CKPBIBAIOT Cliefbl. MaabyuK IOI3€eT 10
3eMJIe ¥ BBITJISIObIBAET U3-TI0J KYCTa Ha OMYIIKY C 60NbIINMU KOCTPaMHu. Temepb MOHUMAET, YTO 9TO
BOBCE He Pa300MHUKH. ITO BOMHBI C CHMBOJIMKOM KOposieBcTBa AkiaH! TyT mpencraBnenus pedeHKa
HEMHOTO [IePeBOPaYUBaIOTCS, OH HE MOXKET IIOHATh, 3a4eM BOMHAM KOpPOJIEBCTBa yTHETaTh
coOcTBeHHHIX xKuTenel. [Tomobuoro maxe B Maxuu Cojl HUKOTTa He BUTE]L.

COoKy B TECHOM KDYTy CUIAT U30UTHE U CBI3aHHbIE JIIOOU U3 NePeBHU. B3pOCIBIX COBCEM HET,
TOJIPKO OETH U ITOAPOCTKH, Yallle BCero AaeByku. Cpenu HuX Cos 3aMedaeT U JIb3y C
3alilakaHHBIMY T71a3aMu. COJl He IOHUMAaeT CYyTH MPOUCXOMSIEero, Kak U IT0Ka He MOXEeT IPUAyMaTh
IJ1aH, 10 KOTOPOMY MOKHO CIIaCTH IIJIEHHUKOB U He YMepeTh B IIpoliecce.

EcThb U elrle omHa cTpaHHAs JeTajlb: BOKPYT jlarepsi OPomsT OyIiy YOUTHIX JepeBeHCKUX KuTenen. [1o
KaKUM-TO CTPAaHHBIM IIPUYUHAM OHU OTIPABUIIUCH BCJIEM 3a IMOXUINEHHBIMU PONHBIMU U ONMU3KUMHU U
naxke He obparmaloT BHEMaHKe Ha Cosa. IToxoxe, B MUpPe MEPTBBIX €CTh 3aKOHEBI, C KOTOPEIMU COJI
elle He yCIIell M03HaKOMUTLCS. PeOeHOK BEIOMPaAEeTCsl U3 KyCTOB U OTIIOJNI3aET ITOfiaibIlle OT jareps.
XO0Tb KaKOU-TO IIaHC MOSIBUTCS TOTHa, KOTHa JIIOAU JIATYT CIaTh.

Y elne youBUTENbHEE TO, YTO PSIOOM OPOJUT BOMH KOPOJIEBCTBA C IIPOTKHYTHIM I'Ta30M. BeposTHo,
KTO-TO U3 XKUTeJel BO BpeMs HaJjieTa oKalasl compotusnenue. Cpenu otpsma Co He 3aMeTHIT KaKuX-
00 KPEeIoB UK MTOX0XKHUX Ha TOT0 OXOTHUKA U3 CHBepriieTa, IO3TOMY IpUMeHseT « TeMHuIy
MEpTBHIX» Ha BOMHE. B epemnosHeHHOM MBICJIEHHOM ITOfIBajie peliaeT IonpoOoBaTh JOIPOCUTh TYLIY
Y HEOXUAHHO MOIy4YaeT OTBETHI.

— Ham komangup Kauuyk mo0uT Takoe. — ['0BOPUT MepTBel]. — MBI OTKPHITO Bhe3kKaeM B KaKyio-
HUOYyIb IepeBHI0, HaC BCe IPUBETCTBYIOT U YroUAlOT. A TOTOM MBI O0OHaXKaeM OpyXKue u
pacrpaBinsgeMcs co BceMu. Brruuinaem no6oe 0oOpo, KOTOPOe Mocjie AefIUM MeXIy BCeMU 4JieHaMu
oTpsiga. MoxeM B34Th CUJION JII00YIO XKEHIIUHY, a MOXKeM yOuTh. [ TaBHOE — He 0CTaBIATh
cBuperteneu. KpacuBrix qeB40HOK KaHHYK BeIUT J10BUTh. C HUMU ellle MOKHO [TI0pa3BjieKaThCs, a
IIOTOM BCeX BCE PaBHO yOuBaeM U 3aKalkiBaeM. [IoToM npuesxkaeM o6paTHO, Kak 6yoTo
IIaTPy/IXpOBau M06IU30CTY, U MIJIEM IOHECEHHe, YTO JePEeBHIO0 pa3rpabunu pa3boinuku. OgHy-IBe
[EPEBHHU B TOf MBI TaK aTaKyeM yXKe Ha IPOTAKEHUH TPeX JIeT.

Iyi1a MepTBOTO BHIKJIa[bIBAET BCE CO CIIOKOMHEIM I'0OJIOCOM, He B CUJIaX IIEPEYUTh IPUKa3y HEBOJILHO
BCTaBIIEr0 Ha ITyTh HeKpoMaHTa. CoJy KaXXeTCsl, YTO NOJIKEH UCIBITaTh HEBEPOSITHYIO 37I0CTh II0CTIE
YCIIBIIIIAHHOTO, BOT TOJIBKO YYBCTBYET JIUIIb THUJION IPUBKYC. HecMOTpsl Ha BHeIHee 61aronoiydue,
KOPOJIEBCTBO AKJIaH TOXKe IOJHO 371a. B Maxuu aBTOpUTapHEIE U OOUTEIBHEIE XKPELbl HUKOTIa OBl He
TI03BOJIMJTA TAKOMY CITy4UThCS. KOPOJIEBCKUY OTPSI, PEUIMBIIUICS OB HA TaKoe, oAmucan Oxl cebe
CMEPTHBIN IPUTOBOP. TOJIBKO KOPOJIb U CBsIIeHHOCTykuTenu HebecHoro YepTora ©MeIOT IIPaBo
KapaTh lieJible CeJIeHUs.

Con xBaTaeT PyKy BOMHA, U TOT CropaeT B 6e/loM oTHe 6e3 ocTaTKa. A BOT B peaJlbHOM MUPE PyKa
OKyTaHa «TeMHEIM OTHEM MAYIIH», JOBOIBHO CHJIBHHIM, CJIOBHO B KQUeCTBE TOIIJIMBA MCIIOIb3YETCS HE
TOJIBKO MyXOBHas 3Heprus mocie «Coxxenus [lymu», HO MpadHas pemuMocTs Coma. [Tocie aToro
HEKPOMAHT yCTPEMIISIET B30 K JTarepio.

Otpsin KaHHYKa oueHb B ceOe yBepeH Ha TEPPUTOPUHU POJHOTO KOPOJIEBCTBA, YTO HaKe BHICTaBUII
BCET'0 OJTHOTO YaCOBOT'0, KOTOPHIM Ceivac OpeT B YEPHOM OTHe. Pa3yMeeTcsi, KpUKHA MOMEHTaTbHO
TIOOHUMAIOT BCEX Ha HOTH, HO HUKTO He TIOHMMAeT, KTO Bpar U Ife OH. Jlec TOpUT B YEPHOM OTHE,
IIPUYEM TOPUT CO BCEX CTOPOH. JIIoK B yKace KpUdaT O KOJIIOBCTBE, HO HE MOTYT BEIUTH U3
TOPSIIIEro Kpyra, 4YTo CTPAHHBIM 00pa3oM orubaeT IPUKABIIUXCS APYT K APYTY IJIEHHUKOB.



Corn ¢ u3yMieHreM CMOTPUT Ha Pe3y/bTaT aTaku. Takoe OIIyIleHKe, YTO Maru4ecKue CUJIBI
BO3POC/IM MHOTOKPATHO. 13 Y4ePHOOTHEHHOT0 KOJIbIIa TO ¥ [IEJI0 BHIJIETAIOT BCIIOJIOXH, YTO
TIOIKUTAIOT TeJla BOWHOB. [IpOTHB Maruu He IIOMOXKeT HU [NOCIeX, HA Med, HU cTpesa. JIloou B yxkace
TIEITAIOTCS TAPAHOM IIPOOUTHLCS U3 OKPYXKEHMs, HO He TIOHMMAIOT, YTO MarMdyeCKUH OrOHb COBCEM He
TI0X0XK Ha OOBIYHEIN. CTOUT KOCHYThCS K HEMY, KaK IT0JKap Ha Tejle He OCTAHOBUTL. [laxke
MeTaJInYeCcKue JOCIIeXy PaCKasOTCS U IIaBsITCH.

YeTrIpe MUHYTHL. YeTEIpE MUHYTH KPUKOB ITPEICMEPTHOM arOHUY, U BCE KOHUYEHO. YepHoe mTaMs
nucye3aeT 6eccregHo, MPU3PAKOB BOKPYT NULIb pubaBisieTcs. CoJl MOAXOOUT K OllapalleHHbIM
TJIEHHUKAM U IJIEHHUIIAM ¥ IIOMOoTaeT 0CBOOOAUThLCS. ManburKa y3HAEeT He TOJIbKO Jb3a, HO U
IpyTHe OeTH, YTO UT'Pau C HUM Buepa. Ho BpsiA i KTO-TO MOfyMaeT, yTo uMeHHO CoJ crac ux.

— 4 npuBen nogmory. — Cpa3sy rooput Con. — HacTosiliero yapoes BCTPETHUII 0 IIYTH, ¥ OH CIIac
Bac!

— A rpe oH ceiiyac? — CrpalmBaeT 03Upalolasacs Jib3a.
— OH cka3zaJ, 4To [eJi0 CAeNaHo, ¥ IIPOCTO yines. f He IOCMeN ero 3ailepKuBaTh.

Bce HaxomsITCST B COCTOSTHUM IIOKA ¥ faXke He MOOyMajy KaK-TO KPUTHUECKHU OCMBICIIUTD
yCHbIIIaHHOE. Bce CBOMMY ITa3aMu BUIENH KYTKYI0 Maruio, m03ToMy Bepcuio Coja MpUHUMAIOT 0e3
JIMITHUAX PACCIPOCOB.

— A maMa? Twi OB B iepeBHE? — 3afjaeT CIIeAyIOIINN BOIIPOC NEBUOHKA.

— ITa, 6b11. MHe 04eHb 3Kajlb, HO OHa MepTBa. Kak u apyrue xutenu. — Cojly CHayasa I0Ka3ajoch,
YTO OH HE CMOXKET CKa3aTh Y2KACHYIO IPaBAy, HO CJI0BA POLUINCh HEOKHUIAHHO JIETKO. CIIOBHO
cMepTh Temneps it Cojia He CTPAIIHOE SIBJIEHNE, a caMoe 00bIIeHHOe, BPOLie CHA WJIU T'OJI0fa.

BoT TonpKO 91b3a ABHO MO-APYTrOMY CMOTPUT Ha IIPOUCXOAAINee, Pa3pa3uBIINCh TOPECTHEIM
peigaHueM. [leTy mOMeHbIIe Cpa3y IOAXBATEIBAIOT I1ay, a AEeBYIIKY, KOTOPEIM yXKe JIeT 110
NATHAALATh CaMU He MOTYT IPUUTH B ce6si, HE TO YTO OPYTUX YCIOKOUTh. Cpenu ropIoloIyX JIofe
opuH nuith COJIOMOH CJIOBHO KaMeHHas CTaTys 0e3 YyBCTB ¢ 000KKeHHO ITpaBO# PYKOH.

3aMevaeT TOIBKO ceidac, HO «TeMHBIN OTOHb AYIIN» OCTaBUI 00JIe3HEHHbIE OTMETHHEI Ha KOXKe.
[Toxoxke, He 3psg TaxeT npenynpexkaal, paccka3biBasi 06 3TOM 3aKJIAThE.

...Hyf{me BCETr0O IMOOXOOUT I'HEB U CTPAX, TOrOa IIJIaMs MOZKET CTaTh O4Y€Hb CUJIBHBIM, HO ¥ OIIACHBIM
OJIsd KOJIODyHA, BeOb OIOHb I'PEET, HO U CZKUTaAET.

Ecnu 681 Con 1 manblile KCIIOIh30Ball 9Ty Maruio UJIn BIIMBAJl 0OJIBIIIE CHUJI, TO MOT OBI 3ap860TaTb
0ZKOr'u Kyoa CUJIbHEE, d TO U BOBCE JIMIINUTLECA PYKH.

— Bawm ects kyma ugtu? Kakue-uubyab IepeBHH, TOe €CTh 3HAKOMEIE UM POICTBEHHUKU? —
CmpammuBaet CoJl, Tak Kak YTO-TO peIllaTh HYXKHO celyac Xe.

OpHa u3 CIaCeHHBIX MJIEHHHUI] OTBEYAET, YTO B COCeHEN NepeBHe XKUBYT ASs C TeTeH. ITO
II0CeJIeHre OKa3hkIBAeTCS CAaMBIM OJIM3KKM, TaK YTO BCe OTIPABUINCH TyHa. K yTpy ux BCTpedaioT
00eCIIOKOEHHEIE XKUTEJH, CIyIIalolIie pacckas C yKacoM Ha nuile. MyKUKM TOT4ac CoOpauch u
pa3bexayuch B pa3Hble CTOPOHEL. OOUH OTIPABUIICS B OIMKAUIINE TOPOJ, YTOOH IIPENyIPenuTh
KOPOJIEBCKOT'O YIIPABUTES, YaCTh B pa3rpabiieHHYIO ePEBHIO, YTOOB! IOXOPOHUTH YMEPIIUX, a



OCTaJIbHbIE B JIECHYIO Yallly, TMe HallleNl yKaCHbIM KOHell oTpsia KaHHyKa.

Cora ¢ ocTaJIbHEIMHM OeTbMHU IMIPUIOTHUTT Y cebst CTapoCTa. Manpunuk pennin 3agepkKaTbCa 34€Ch, TaK
KaK BCE elne He IIpuayMall, 9YTO JeJIaTh OadJIbIIIe. Housio Cliegymoiero gHsa Cor BHIIIIET K KoJjiogny,
YTOOBI HAIIUTHCS BOObBI, HO OCTAHOBHIJICS, 3dBUIEB 2KEHIIINHY B 0esoM IIaThe ¥ MOBSI3KOHM Ha IjIa3ax.

— Hy u KaKoBo BepiuTh cyn? YouBath mopei? Tol 0TKa3aCcss BECTU MUP Ha MYyTH K TU0eNu, HO IIpu
9TOM MCIIOJIb3YElllb CUILl B TUYHBEIX MOTHBaX. Hexopoino. — ['OBOPUT XKeHIWHE, ¥ B 3TOT MOMeHT Co
npockinaeTcs. OKa3blBaeTCs, XKEHIIWHA TOJIbKO IIpUCHUNIAch. Unu HeT?

YTpOM Ke U3 ropoga nmpuckKakall OTpsnd C KaKMMHK-TO BaXKHBIMU JIIOOBMHU. H3zBecTue o KaHHYKe,
IIOX02Ke, BCIIOJIOIINUIIN YIIPABUTEJIA 3TUX 3€MEJIb. W 3T0 MOXKeT 0Ka3aThCs OacHBIM Iyt COlIOMOHa.
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