TaxeT, oka3eiBaeTCs, OB HE ITPOCTO TaK MPUBETIUB ¢ COIOM, MPE/I0KUB IMOKUTH Y HETro Mapy OHEH.
CKpHIBAIOUIUICS KOJIAYH 3aMaXUBaeTCsl KHHXKAJIOM, HUCKOJIBKO He omacasich pebeHka. Con ycreBaeT
OTIIPHITHYTh, HO IIMPOKKUM ILIaroM yOuiIla JOTOHSET XKePTBY C HOBBIM 3aMaxoM. OcTpoe jie3Bue
IIPOH3aeT JieBoe 11e40, Col KPUUUT OT AUKOM O0JIH, a ClIeloM HeOXKUIAHHO CUJIbHBIM CTapHK BaJIUT
Ha 3eMJIIO C SIBHBIM HaMepeHneM 000pBaTh KU3HU MaJiburKa MPSIMO B IIEHTPe Marudeckoi QUTypHL.

Teno Comna CKOBBEIBAET CIla3M, IIepBOHAYaIbHAs 00JIb 3aTyIIaeTCs YyBCTBOM y2Kaca. Manb4yyraH
BEPTHUTCS KakK yropsb, faxe He obpalas BHUMaHUE Ha 00JIb OT PaHBI U JIBIOLIYIOCS KPOBb. TaxeT
PBIYUT, TIOY4YUB 10 3y6aM, U oTOpackBaeT Mellawie pyku. Elle MTHOBeHUE, U KMHXKaJ BOH3UTCS B
Ipynb, HO Oesnoe 0671aK0 OCTaHABIMBAET 3aTOUYEHHOE Opykue. BonmeOHUK yIUBIAETCS IPU BULE
JKpedecKol Maruy, OKyTHIBAIOIIEH TeJo KepTBhI, HO JOJITO [Tay3a He AJIUJach, Tak Kak CoJl co Bcel
CHUJIE OBET KOJIIyHa B KUBOT HOTOM.

Crapuk OT/IeTaeT OT yaapa C XPUIIJILIM IIOJTYB3[I0X0M, yIap MabYUIIKKA YYBCTBYET TaK, CIIOBHO
BOAPHUJI B3POCIIbIHM YeIoBeK. TaxeT He MOHMMAET, YTO IIPOMCXOAUT, HO ITOC/Ie 3aMeYaeT CTPAHHBIN
CBeTSILIUINCS KpUcTas B pyke ConoMoHa. [TocneqHuit CJI0BHO HaXOOUTCS B TPAHCE C 3aKPHITHIMU
r7la3aMy, a BONIEOHUWK He CIEUIUT Pa3BUBATh aTaKy, C yKacoM Tisas Ha Gurypy xkpeta HebecHoro
YepTora, 4TO BO3HUK 3a IJIEYOM IIapeHbKa.

ManbumK BHITATUBAET IIPaByI0 PYKY B CTOPOHY KOJITyHA, TOT e JKeCT IIOBTOpseT 00pa3 XKpela.
OcnenuTenbHass OKPYKHOCThL CBSITOM Maruy BpalllaeTCs YHUCTeHIneln 0enol sHepruen nepen TaxeToM.
HeTpynmHO moragaThCsi, YTO Marus HeceT B cebe cTpeMieHue YOUTh Bpara. ToIbKO CTpax CMEpPTH
3acTaBIseT BoIIMeOHNKa HaYaTh MPOTUBOENCTBHE. M3 ero TagoHu BHIPEIBAETCSI YEPHEIN OTOHb U
ycTpeMiseTcss B 6e33By4UHOM KOMaHIE «CKedb BCEX JOTIIa».

[Be Maruu CTaJKMBAIOTCS B ITOABAJIE, ¥ MOOENY ONEePXKUBAET CBSIIEHHAS, CIIeIUaIbHO
pa3paboTaHHAs TPOTUB TEMHBIX UCKYCCTB KOJIIYHOB ¥ HMaAIINX BonmebHUKOB. Y TaxeTa He 0CTaIoCh
CHII MaXke MJIs KPUKa, KOTJa HeCTEePIIMMEIA CBET BRIKUTAET IJIOTh U AyX. COJ TOXKe He pafyeTcs
nobefie, Cpa3y CBANUBIIKMCH 6e3 CO3HAHMUS. JIUIIb KPEIKO CXKATHIM KPUCTAIT IIPOAO0JIKAeT
IyIbCHPOBATh, @ BCKOPe OYKBabHO TPOPACTAET B JIEBYIO JTaflOHh MATbYMKa.

Ounyncs Con yKe Ha pacCBeTe C JUKOH YCTaJIOCThIO ¥ 60JIbI0 BO BCeM Tejie. JIoro He MOT MOHSITh,
T7le HaXOJUTCS, HO ITaMSTh IOCTEIIEHHO BO3BPAIIAETCS O MOCIeIHUX COOBITHSIX, 0COOEHHO O
CeTOHSIIHeH HOUM. MalbuKK XBAaTaeTCs 3a JIeBOe IIJIeY0, HO OT PAaHbl OCTAJICS TOJIBKO IIIpaM |
IPOMUTAaHHAs KPOBLIO ofexkna. Ha MecTe 3aHaBeCKU 00YTJIEHHBIN KYCOK, @ OT TEMHOTO Mara TaxeTa
maxe Teljla He 0cTanock. COJl MOMHUT JUKYIO 00Jb B HOTE, CEAYac TOXKEe CTOSITh Ha Hel 04eHb OOJIBHO,
CJIOBHO TIpH yHape 3apaboTal mepeiom.

Cor mpeITaeT 0 HallpaB/lIeHHUIO K JIECTHHUIIE, HO 04eHb OBICTPO YCTAET, Ha ITOAbEeM CHUJI HE OCTaeTCs.
Manb4YuK CaguTCs y IECTHUIILI 1 OOPETCS C TOJIOBOKPYKEHUEM. B ronoBe monHblit 6apmak: TaxeT
oKa3zajcs KonmyHoM, a CoJt moskeH OB CTATh XKePTBoM puTyana. OgHAKO, HEIIOHSTHRIM 00pa3oM
Con Brrmren nmobeputesneM. [Ipo6aemMa B TOM, UYTO MalbuyraH He IOMHUT, KaK 3aBepIInIach CXBaTKa.
[Tpsimo Kak Ha Knampowuile Bucneprnora. OH 04HYJICS, KOTTIa [IeJIo yXKe chaenaHo. «Heyxkenu MHe KTO-
TO IIOMOTaeT?».

CunbHO X04YeTCsl eCTh U IIUTH, a B TIOABaJie HUYET0 TaKoro HeT. [IpuMepHO Yepe3 yac Con npobyeT
TIOHSTLCS II0 JIECTHHUIE, HO PYKU U HETOBpeXKIeHHas Hora CTaHOBSTCS BaTHBIMM, COJI IafjaeT Ha
TI0JT ¥ OCTAETCs JIeXKaTh, II0Ka CHOBA YyTh-YyTh HE MIPUXOTUT B CeOSI.

— BcraBaii, moxarnyiicra. [laBali, BctaBail. — CaM ce0s1 ybexXgaeT ManburK, KOTOPHIM He 3HAET,
MOXKET JIA IPUUTH K BONIIEOHUKY KTO-TO U3 €70 3HAKOMEBIX U 3aKOHYUTH TEMHOE [IeJIO.



— C coboit pasroBapuBaelns? MHTepecHo. — CIbIIIEH 3HAKOMEIH T'OJIOC CO CTOPOHHBI KOJITOBCKOTO
anTaps y MPOTHUBOIOJIOKHOMN CTEHHI.

Cor ¢ yXacoM B I'lla3ax 000pauyrdBaeTCs U CMOTPUT Ha CIMHY TaxeTa, KOTOPHIN, HAKJIOHUBIIKCS,
u3y4aeT MOIYYEHHYI0 BUepa KHUTY.

— Temeps Momuuiib? — Toproeell KHUTaMu 000payuBaeTCs U YIbI0AETCS CKBO3b OE/IyI0 TYCTYIO
6opoxy. CtparHo, HO CoJly KaxKeTCsI, UTO BHEIIHOCTh BOJIIE0OHNKA HEMHOT0 KU3MEHUIIACh B IeTassX.
MopIIuH CTajI0 IOMeHbIIe, a T1a3a 00peu 3eIeHBH OTTeHOK.

«Cror, g Tak X0opoI1Io BI/I}KY?», — Yousnsetcs Coj, Bedb BCe CBEYH TaBHO TIIOTYXJIY, a B IIO[ABAJi€ HET
OKOH, TOJIBKO IIOJIOCKa CBE€Ta HpO6I/IBaeTCSI qepes HepOBHLIﬁ moK. OH HUKOT{Ia He 3aMeyYall, 9YTO TaK
XOpOIIO BUIUT B TEMHOTE.

— SlcHo. TeI caM He TOHKWMaAEIIlb, YTO IIPOUCXOAUT. MHe ToxKe moTpe60BasoCh HECKOIBKO YacoB Ha
obnyMbiBaHKe. — [IpomomkaeT roBopuTh TaxeT. — Jl0I:KeH IpU3HaTh, TAKOTO0 TOYHO HE 0XKHUOAT.
Kakasi-To 6popsizKKa ¢ CHJIOH B3POCJIOTO YeJIoBeKa Hallljla B JIECY TOM C BEJIMKMMHU 3aKJISIThSIMU U ellle
nmobenuna MeHS C IIOMOIIbIO XKpeyecKoi Maruu... HeBeposiTHast yepena POKOBBIX 00CTOSITEILCTB, XEX.

Con mpopmomKaeT MOT4aTh, Majio IIOHUMas, 0 YeM paccyxkaaeT cobecemHUK, ¥ KakK OH BOOOIIe
BEPHYJICS C TOT'0 CBeTa. TaxeT MogxomuT O/IuzKe ¥ IMPHCAXKUBAETCS HAa KOPTOYKH PSIOM C PeOEHKOM.

— T Y6I/IJ'I MeH{, IIO3APAaBIIAIO. Ta cBdTas Marus gaxe pAOIOM He BaJlIdeTCsa C TeéM, YTO Thl Ha CaMOM
OeJie UCII0Ib30Baa Ha MHE. JTO COBEPIIEHHO HOBad Marusd, CBsA3aHHad C MUPOM YMEPIINUX. qa BIIEPBEIE
Y3Hall O Hell JIeT CeMb Ha3afl, TOrga MaJjio KTO IIpupan el 3HaueHue. HOJIYMaeI.HB, KTO-TO MOZXKET
BBI3BATh AyX YMEpPINIEro. — KOJ'I,E[YH MoXuMaeT miedamMu. — Ho BpeMs IIJIO, TYT U TaM CJIOBHO U3
BO3OyXa BO3HUKAJIHA y‘IGGHI/IKI/I ¥ TPAKTATHI, IIOABJIATIMCE IIEPBEIE HEKPOMAHTEI, KaK OHH cebs
Ha3bBaloOT. M g ToXKe Hayan 3To N3y4aTk.

Con mouTu 6e3 [bIXaHUS CNTyIIaeT OTKPOBeHUs Taxera.

— Bbe3 moHATHS, KTO ObIJT OCHOBOIIOIOKHIUKOM HEKPOMaHTUM. M0XKeT, KaKOU-T0 0e3yMHBIN Yaponen
WY IIaMaH. MTd KTO-TO pacKonas Hacienue NeMOHOB. [la ¥ HeBaxHO. S oueHb 00pafoBacs, yBUIEB
BUYepa Ha ynuile 6eclieHHYI0O KHUTY C ONKUCAHKWSIMH BHICIIeN HEKPOMAHTHHU, HO He y4eJ, YTO TH yKe
MOT HEOCO3HAHHO YTO-TO U3 HEE MPUMEHUTE. Tak u OyAelrs MOT4aTh?

— Yro BB XOTUTE OT MeH? YOuTh? — COJI BITAJICS OTIIOJ3TH MTOfaibille, HO HATKHYJICS Ha JTECTHUILY
CIIMHOMH.

— [Ila TeI BoOOIIEe crymraents MeHs? 9 MepTB! THl ucmonb3oBan «Solum indoctrum» Ha MHE, TeM
caMBbIM BBIZpa MOIO AYIIY U3 IIOCMEPTUS U Casn ¢ KpucrtamnoM. KcraTtu, roe oH?

Con OIMYIIEIBAE€T KapPMaHEI 1 HpOGGI‘aeTCH B3TrJIAO0M II0 IIOJIy, HO KPHUCTAJlJIa HUTI€ HET.
— He 3na10, — IIPOCTO OTBEYAET MaJIbYHK.

— JlagHO, He X04els TOBOPUTH, He roBopu. — KuBaeT gyma. — CyTh TaKOBa, YTO TENEPD I —
3aJI0KHUK 3TOM IPOKIATONM Maruu. Kaxas noxuieHHas Oylia faeT Tebe CUJIBI TOT0, KOMY OHa
mprHaAIexana. [I[pyueM He TONMBKO pU3NYeCKUe, HO U MarudecKre, eClii TaKOBbIe OBITU. A eciu
ellle 3aCTaBUTh MMOJEIUTHCI 3HAHUSIMHU U MMaMATEIO... [IpaBaa... Tl BCe paBHO HE CMOXKEIIDb 3TO
HCIIONIb30BaTh, €CJIM He 3Haelllb, Kak.

— O yeM Bbl roBopuTte? HeT y MeHs HUKaKUX CHUJL.



— 3Haelb, TBOM BUEpAIIHUY MUHOK OBIJT BeCbMa HeleTCKUM. Thl Jaxke HOTY CJIoMasl u3-3a Hero. A 3a
TBOEM CITMHOM CTOST KaKoH-TO xkpell HebecHoro YepTora, ¢ MOMOIIBI0 KOTOPOTO THI UCITOIh30Ba
CBAITYIO Maru. YTo THI Ha 3TO CKaxKellb? [[yMalo, Thl IPOCTO HEe YMeEIIb KOHTPOJIUPOBATh YyKue
OyILIX. ITO MacCTEePCTBO HENb3S MOJIyYUTh I10 BOJIE CIIEIOro Ciay4as.

Corn cepre3Hno 3amgyMasics. Heyxkenu myiia xkpetia 13 Bucnepriora geicTBUTENBHO ITOMOTrIa B 60107
Tenephb MasibuMK BCIIOMHUHAET KaKKWe-TO OTPHIBKU: OKPYKHOCTE 6eJIoro CBeTa IIPOTHUB YePHOTO0
njlaMeHu U cMepTh TaxeTa. Hora u BIpssMb TpaBMUPOBaHa, a ellle Telepb NPUXOOUT IIOHUMaHNe, KaK
OH CMOT COBEPIINTh MHOTOOHEBHBIHM Mapil o CuBepriieTa U IPUUTH He Ha MOCIIeMHEM U3OBIXaHUH.
Emre B myTH yOUBIISIJICS, BCETHA JIU OH OBIJT TAKUM BRIHOCIIMBBEIM. «HeT, 3TO CIIMIIKOM CTPAHHOY.

— W 410 Teneps? — Crpammmsaet CoJl.

— Hy, TBos XKu3Hb Oy#eT oueHb KOPOTKOU. [lato TeOe He Goblile MONyrofa. — 3arafioyHo THIOUTCS
cobecegHUK.

— Yro? ITouemy? — Omapaliies Manb4uK.

— «Solum indoctrum» MoXkeT faTh BeJIMKUE CUIBI, €CNU OyOellb IOXUINATh ¥ TOAYNHATh CUJIbHEIE
nymy. Ho uMeHHO 9T0 TeOs yOreT. Bceé-Taku ecTh pyHmaMeHTalbHble 3aKOHE, KOTOPEle CMEPTHHIM He
IIPEOf0JIeTh IPOCTO TakK. Iyl MepTBEIX pacTep3aloT Te0s, eCcIu He CMOXKeIllb UX IIOrJIoMmaTh. A eciiu
TH IIEPETIOJIHUIIL COOCTBEHHBIM COCYT YL, TO Pa3JeTUIIbCs 0CKoIKaMu. — OObsiCHAET cTapuk. — O,
U Jaxe He OyMay, 4TO CMOXKeIb KOHTPOJILPOBATH 3T0. JItobas CMepTh Pa3yMHOTO CyIECTBa
11061u30CTH OyAeT NPUTATUBATECS K Tebe. IMEHHO T03TOMY TaKue 3aKIAThs OETAM He UTPyIIKa.

— Torpa s ybery Tyma, raie HeT jofnen!

— OTO BapuaHT, MOXKEIIb IIPOXKUTH KNU3Hb OTIIEJIbHUKOM B TAKUX MECTax, I'ie He CTymaja Hora
yenoBeka. Ho cupaButbes nu? Tl MajlleHbKUM, PaHEeHBIN U UCITyTaHHbIM pebeHoK. Thl He BBIZKUBEIIh
B OUKHUX 3eMJISX, a €C/IM ¥ BbIKHUBEIIb, TO COUMENb C yMa OT OfUuHOYeCcTBa. HO eCTh APyro# BHIXO.
HHTepecHO?

Corn KuBaeT, Tak Kak BCE paBHO yOexKaTh HE MOXKET.

— OTmycTs MOIO AYIIYy, ¥ ST PaCCKaXy, Kak MOXKHO 3aKPHITh MOTYIINTh JYXOBHBIN MasiK, YTO YBU/IST
MepTBeIsl. Bcé mpocTo.

— Het. — Heoxwupmauuo TBepao oTBedaeT Con. — T yKe 00MaHyJI MEHSI OIUH pa3, BO BTOPOii He
noBepio. CHavasa IIOMOTH, ITOTOM S Te0Os OTIyIy.

Ynribka Ha nuile TaxeTa cMeHsIeTCsS THEBHOM I'puMacol, co0eCefHUK BAPYT MPOTSATUBAET PYKY B
JKeJlaHUM CXBATUTh HaArjoro pebeHKa 3a ropJio ¥ 3afyLInTh, HO HEBUOUMAs CTeHa OCTaHaBIIMBaEeT
pyku TaxeTa, eMy OCTAeTCs JIUIIb LIUTIETh ¥ CKPECTH 110 HEN HOTTSMH.

— Xa, youBuTenbHO. Th TOACO3HATENBLHO TOCTaBUI 6aphep? UYTo 3a yygHOU pebeHoK. — TaxeT
OTXOOUT Ha mapy wmaroB. — Hy 4To XKe, eCclii He X04elllb UT'PaTh [0 MOUM IIpaBuUIaM, TO S IIPOCTO
cBeny Te0s ¢ yma. [TocMOTpuM, HACKOJTBKO TeOsT XBATHT.

CrapuK IIPOCTO PACTBOPSIETCS B BO3AyXe, CKOpPee BCEro ero BUel U CIbiiial Tonbko Cos. Hore
HYXKEeH OTOBIX, HO MaJb4yraH BHOBb HAUMHAET MOIbeM I10 jecTHuIle. Cr1aboCTh yKe OTCTYIHIa,
II03TOMY YK€ CKOPO PYKM TOJIKAIOT KPHIMIKY. CTOMIIO JIIOKY MPUIIOOHSATHCS, KaK B TpOeMe BO3HUKAET
nuio TaxeTa ¥ U3HaeT CTPAIIHBEIN KPUK. COM C IIepenyry MafiaeT C JIECTHUIH U O0JIbHO yHapseTcs
CIIMHOM ¥ 3aTHUIKOM, a Ayllla CTapuka 37100HO X0X0UeT IIPU BUE YCIEIIHOM TPOKa3kl.



Con mepXkuTCS 3a TOJIOBY U MOJIYa IIPOK/INHAET cTapuKa. CHOBa HauMHAET MOOHEM, BHYIIas cebe,
YTO OH TOJIBKO ITyTaTh ropa3[. Bckope BHOBH OKA3hIBA€TCSI Ha IIEPBOM 3Taxke, rae 0epeT mepensIKy
nepeq IeCTHUIIEH Ha BTOPOM 3Tax, Ile 0CTasach CyMKa c efoit. Ho cHavana Con KOBBIISIET K 60UYKe C
BOJIOM ¥ KaMIHO ocyIlaeT yepnak. CTpaHHO, HO HOTa HauuHaeT 60/1eTh MeHbIlle. BO3M0KHO, BMECTO
1epesioMa IIPOCTO CUNIbHEIN yiu0. CliefyIoKuM MyHKTOM IIPUOLITUS SBISETCS BTOPOX 9TaX, I'ie
HaKOHEI-TO MOXKHO YTONUTH royiof. Col 4yTh He MOMEePXHYJICs, Koraa TaxeT BHOBb IIOSIBUJICS U3
BO3yXa C Pe3KUM BO3TJIacOM.

HoBEI X035TMH IOMa IIOMHUT, YTO HaXOOUThCS 37€Ch BCE ellle OMacHO, TakK KakK y TaxeTa MOTYT OBITh
cooOITHKMKY B ropoae. Ho ¢ mpyro# cTOpOHEI XpOMOK OH HHKYMA JaJIeKo He yimeT. Buepa mo myTtu
cioma CoJt 3aMedasl MHOXKECTBO ITyCTHIX TOMOB, BiIafieNIblibl KOTOPHIX ORI OTIPABIIEHH Ha BOUHY. B
Ka4yeCTBe KOMIIPOMECCa CTOUT mepebpaThCs M3 9TOT0 IoMa B KaKOH-HUOYIb OPYTOH, HO TOJIBKO IOCTIEe
HACTYIIJIEHUS] TEMHOTHI.
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