MEHI He BBI6I/IpaeM MUD, Irge HaM CyXKIOEHO POOUTHCA. ITO KacaeTcs ¥ MeHs. HYCTL Y MEHA U He
BCerga OBl7Ia BO3MOXKHOCTD OeJIaTh TO, 9YTO X04YEeTCs, HO 4 KHUJIad HOpMaHBHOfI 1 CYACTJINBOM XKU3HEIO.

OpHako XXKHU3Hb 4acTo Helpeacka3dyeMa, U IMIOPOI0 CTaBUT HAC B HACTOJIEKO aGCprIHHe CUTyalluu, 9TO
WX BIIOPY BBEIOABATHh 3d CKA3KH, B€b B HOJIO6HOG CJIOZKHO IIOBEPHUTD.

He ycmena st OTIHYTHCS, KaK OKa3ajach B 3TOM MUpe. Mupe, Tie ellé CyIeCTBYIOT KPOHITPUHIIH,
BOUHBI XOMISIT II0 Y/IMI[AM U JIIONU BEPSAT B Maruio. A eCjii TOYHee, B MUPe OOBIYHBIX JTFOOOBHEIX
POMaHOB, OOUH U3 KOTOPHIX 51, KaK pa3, l03aByepa B3sjia IOYUTaTh y IIOAPYTH.

Korpa 51 oTKpEIia ra3a, TO MOHSJIa, YTO CTajia 3JI00eMKOM, eIUHCTBEHHOU J04epbio MapKu3a,
IIOAPYTOY JeTCTBa ¥ HEBECTOU HaCJIEQHOI0 IIPKHIA, KOTOPOI'0 MOY IIEPCOHAXK BEYHO PEBHOBAJ K
TJIaBHOU TE€POUHE.

OTHBIHE MeHS 30ByT JdpHUC MumxKepuaH.

MHorue neByIIKH, HaBePHSIKA, MEUTAIOT IIOACTh B TAKOW MUP U BCEPBES MMOKeTaau ObI 0CTAThCS
3mech Ha BCIO XKH3Hb, pa3 YK HET [IPYroro BhIXoma. BOT TOMbKO S HE yBepeHa, YTO CMOT'Y eT0 KOTr'Ia-To
OJTI00UTE. A TIOTOMY, JTydllle s CKOpee YMpPY ¥ BEPHYCh IOMOiA... TaKOBO OBIIO MOE pelleHue.

X X X

— Jlepgu, BBI IpOCHYIUCH? HeyKTO BCE 3TO Ha MEHS CBAJIMJIOCh U3-3a TOTO, YTO 5 aTHOCTUK?

OmHax[b s 06s13aTEIbHO BEPHYCh K 9TOMY BOIIPOCY, HO He CeromHs. Bemb ras3a s OTKpHIIA y&Ke B
poMaHe.

BmecTo TOr0, 4TOOH! YCNBIIaTh TPUBEIYHLIM TOJI0C MaMBbl, IPOCHYJIACH S OT T'0jI0oCa TOPHUYHOU. Mou
BEYHO YIIPSIMO HOXKAaThie TYOhI cefyac PaCTSIHYIUCh B BEKIJIMBOM, HEXKHOM yIBI0Ke, HO MEHS 9TO He
youBisino. OIBIT, KOTOPHIM s IproOpesa Ha mogpadoTKax, BEIHYKAEHHAs CBOOUTDL KOHIILI C KOHIIAMH,
BeChbMa IMPUTOIMUIICS MHE B 9TUX MeCTaX. — XM. TaK 3HA4YUT, CETOIHS MEI T0efeM B MIMIIepaToOpCKuu
IIBopern?

[TocKOJIBKY TIOBECTBOBAHKE B KHUTE BEJIOCH OT JIMIIA TJIaBHOM repouHHM, EJeHsl, TO 1 He 3Haja, HU
KaKas Ha caMOM [iejie Ipuc, HA KaKOBO €€ OKpyxKeHue. Ho, pa3 HUKTO He CUENT MOE ToBefieHue
CTPaHHBIM, TO, CTAJIO OBITh, Y MEHS HEIJIOX0 BHIXOMWIIO BEIIaBaTh CE€0S 32 apUCTOKPATKY.

OJIeBaHI/Ie 0OBIYHO 3aHUMAJIO OKOJIO OBYX 9aCOB, HO CEromHs MBI JOJIZKHBI OBLIH OTIIPABUTLCA BO
JZ[Bopeu, d ITIOTOMY PEIIUJIK Ha4YdTh TOTOBUTLCA Ha YaC PAHBIIE. BEITE MOXKET, 3TO BCE IJIs TOTO,
4YTO Imepena CBOUM KEHHNXO0M, HpI/IHI_IeM, SpI/IC X0TeJla BRITTIAOEeTh KPAaCHBO.

BmpoueMm, Bcé 910 G110 GeccmriciienHo. Hacnenusi [Tpunt mobut Eneny, rinaBHyio repousio. C
MOMEHTA Halllel TepBOY BCTPEUH U [0 CEeTONHSIIHEro AHs. [leByIlIKa, IO CI0KeTy KHUTH, Oblia
IpefaHa eMy 0O CaMOTo KOHIIA, ¥ KOT[la TOT, HAKOHeIl, HaCTYyNuJ, TO eé mpu3Hanyu MMmepaTpurei.

Opuc ke, mobsuas [IpuHila 1 peBHYOLAs ero K reporHe, CoIllia C yMa.

ITo mpaBme roBOpSsI, 3TOT POMaH OKa3aJCs HEMHOTO He B MOEM BKyce. He cropio, 3To BeckMa
HeToxas s YTeHUsT UCTOPHS, KOTOpask XOPOIIO TIONOKAET, YTOOH pa3BesTh CKYKY, HO B HEH MHOTO



IMMOBTOPAIOIINXCSA MOMEHTOB, YTO YMaAJId€eT eeé COBEPIIEHCTRBO.

HeT HMKaKMX IIOBOPOTOB COOBITHIH, [la ¥ B IIeJIOM IIOBECTBOBAaHME HEe 0c000 3amoMuHaeTcs. [IpocToe
pas3BUTHE POMAaHTUUYECKUX OTHOILIEHUH MeXy repornHel U TpeMs KpaCHBHIMY, He 000e/TEHHEIMU
TallaHTaMU TPETEHOEeHTAMU Ha TO, YTOOBI CTATh TTIAaBHBIMU IePOSIMU, ¥ DPUC, MTHITAIOIIASICST UM
IIOMEIIaTh.

OpHako, MycTh OHA U OblJIa eUHCTBEHHOM 3JI0[IeMKOM, KOTOpas BCTaBajla Ha IIyTU V TJIaBHOM
TepOMHY, aBTOP He MOTPYOUJICS BIKCATh B UICTOPUIO paccKa3 o0 Hel. OHa Oblla camon
IIOCPEeACTBEHHOU. JINIIb CUITbHO HEB3M00MIa oopyio Eneny u HUKOTIa TOJIKOM O ce0e He mymara.
9TOT mepcoHax 00JIbIe TOXOOUI Ha CIOKETHHIHM MPUEM, YTOOH MogOpackBaTh TePOMHE UCIBITAHUS,
YyeM Ha JINYHOCTb.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, DpUC OTpaBuia EneHy, HO TOH yianoch ApaMaTUYeCKU BOCKPECHYTh, O1aromaps
OOHOMY ¥3 TJIaBHBIX T€POEB, KOTOPHIN OB BEPXOBHEIM KPEIIOM.

Kakast upoHus cygn0®b.

9puc Bcé-Taku ymupaeT, a EneHa XXKUBET [OIT0 U CYACTIUBO, KaK ¥ Tepou, KOTOPHIE 3a Hel
yxaxupanu. — O 4€M 3aiyMaiuch, MUIeou? - He yCIiena s OIOMHHUTHCS, KaK KeHIMHa, KOTopas
II0oCJie TepeofeBaHnsl YKagblBajia MHe BOJIOCH, 3afaa BOIIpocC.

ViMeHHO TakKo# 5 ¥ mpefcTaBisina cebe bemocHekKKy, KOT[a B HETCTBE YUTAla 9Ty KCTOPHIO: YEPHEIE
T'YCThIEe BOJIOCHI, OeTIOCHEKHAS KOXKa U ajible, TOYHO KPOBb, T'yOHI.

V3 3epkaja Ha MeHsI CMOTpeJla CTpaHHas ¥ KpacuBas AeByIikKa. MeHs mpobpan cTpax. — Kaxkercs,
BpeMs UOET TaK MeMJIeHHO.

— BBI, 0OMIKHO OBITE, C HETEPIIEHUEM XKIETE 1IEPEMOHUU TTOMOJIBKU?

— Hey}KTO? Mos CMEPTHh TaK OaJIeKd, U 3TO MYYUTEJIbHO.

X % x

— Iobporo nus, Jlemu Mupxkepuat. Ero BHICOUECBTO yKe KIET Bac.

Mens BcTpetunu ciyra [Ipusiia u peiljaps. — Balile BeICOUeCTBO, KaKOU CETOOHS YyAEeCHBIU [eHb.
BrI, cTasno ObITH, yKe 3aKaluch MEHS.

[TpuHI BCelt mymIoi HeHaBUAET JPUC, a TIOTOMY BIIOJIHE MOT U MIPOIYCTUTH XOTS OBl OOHO YaeluTHE,
HO TaK WJIK WHAYe OH JepxKall CBOE obelnanue. Begb maHo 0HO OBIIIO BOBCE He MHE U [aXKe He
HWmnepatopy. — Jpuc! Ou, Hert, ['ocrioxxa Mupxepuan! boxe!

TyT XKe mMOHECCS MO MOMX yIllei HeBUHHBIM M BECEIBIN I'0JIOCOK. BeTep ciierka KoJbxal cepeOpucTie,



CJIOBHO IIOATASIBILINI caxap, BOJIOCH IEBYIIKHY, a Ha e€ Ty0ax 1Besa yielOka. [IpUHI] TOXKe TEImso
YABIOHYJICS e# U 3alpaBul IPSIIKY BOJIOC €H 3a yXO.

B caMoM fperte, 3Ta Imapa XOPOIIO BIKCHIBAIaCh B 3TOT «3aMedaTesIbHBIN AeHb». CBETIOBOIOCHII
[TpuHIr MrHOBeHMe HaOmoaas, Kak EneHa 3aBsg3bIBaeT BOJIOCH, a 3aTeM IePeBETT XOIOMHBIN B3I Ha
MeHd. — Tel mo3nHee, 4yeM OOBIUHO.

— CerogHs TakoU NpPeKpacHbIi fAeHb, Baie BricouecTBo, Enena.

— Kaxk ke x0poI111o, 4To 4al ele He OCThUIL [Ipomly, mpucaxuBauTecs, - ynelbHynach Enena. —
[Tepectanb OBITH C HeM Takou oduuranbubil, Enena. Bol Beb BCE-TaKu OPY3bsl, HE TaK JIU? -
HammoMHu [IpuHIIL.

Enena, yby ria3a OblIM MOTHE TpeaBKyuenus, 1 Hacnemusiit [IpuHII, B3I KOTOPOTO TaK U
KpHuyYas, 4YTO MyK4YHHa FOTOB laTh MHE YBECHUCTYIO IOIIEYNHY, ECIIH Celdac 5 OTPULIATEIbHO
IIOMOTal0 TOJI0BOM, Pa30M IIOBEPHYKCh KO MHe. Kak 3a6aBHo.

[Torubmas I'paduHs, MmaTh Enensl, Oblyta 67113K0M moapyroy MMmnepatpulibl 1 HiHeN HacnemHoro
[Tpunna. [TycTh B XKujax AeBYIIKU U TeKJla KPOBb KOTIa-TO 3HAaTHOM CeMbH, Ceuyac OHa HUYEeM He
OTJIHYalach OT IPOCTOMIOAUHKH.

Kaxk roBopumnocs B poMaHe, EneHa gaxe He MeuTajla MUTh Yall C HAMM, ¥ II0JTh30Bajlach
6rmarockioHHOCTRIO [IpuHIla, 4TOOH KUTh KaK ABOPSHKA. A elllg, IT0 3aAyMKe aBTopa, ceryac Ipuc
OBl ITOTIBITAJIACh YKa3aTh €1 Ha OMMOKY, ¥ 3TO IPUBEJIO OBl K TOMY, YTO Pa3THeBaHHLIM [IpUHII BRITHA
OB €€.

Ho K ueMy BCE 3T0, eC/ii 9TO TaK YTOMUTEJIBHO - CO3[aBaTh MOoJo0HEM Geciopsanok. Benp [TpusI u
0e3 MOMX CJI0B BO3HEHABUAUT JPUC, a CUJIBI MHE HYXKHO 6epeus. Y mOTOMY 5 MSTKO IIOBEPHYJIACh K
Enene. — XoJIOOHEIN Yail MPUATHO TOPYUT. He HaNbETE TM MHE YallleyKy?

— Ox, KOHEeUHO, - yX&e OBIJI0 CcIoXBaTUJIach EneHa, HO e€ ocTaHOBUU. — Pa3Be Jleou He Haydunu
IoMa HanuBaTh cebe yait? Ynu, OBITE MOKET, V HE€ HeT PYK? - BO3MYTHIICS HacmegHu [Tpuni. OH
3TO CEPHLE3HO?

[TpuHI[ Briepusl B MeHs IeIKUH B3I, BeOb - HECJIBIXaHHAs Oep30cTh! 1 mompocuia ero neByIKy
MHe 1moMo4b. OOHAKO, VBEI, YEJIOBEK, KOTOPOMY He 0 YEM KajleTh, He GOUTCS OTBETUTD. [1yCTh
MapKHU3bl ¥ He ObIIM MOMMU HACTOSIIMMU MaMOM U IIaIol, CJI0Ba MYKYHUHEL O IOM€e MeHS
BO3MYTHUJIKA. — Baire BeicouecTBO, MbI XKe OPY3b4... Pa3Be 3T0 MPOTUBO3aKOHHO - HATIUTh APYTY
Yaleyky 4as? - B MOEM I'0JI0CE 3BEHETIO CITOKOMCTBHE.

4 mocTaBuiia €ero B HEBLITOOHOE IIOI0XKeHue., — THI...

[TpunI HaMopIIX 100 U yKe ObI0 cobpasicss HaKkpudaTh Ha MeHS, HO 3aMOJIK 13-3a BHE3AITHOTO
BMelnaTensCTBa Enenwl. — [la, Anek. { cormacunachk, IOTOMY YTO ML - APY3bA. ECNIU TH U [asblie
Oymelurs Tak BopdaTh, TO TeOe 4alo 51 He HaJlbIo.

MyxXurHa HEIOBOJIBHO MOMKAI I'yObl, a EleHa eroHsKo moxsomnasna ce6s mo rybaM yKa3aTelbHbBIM U
CPe[HUM TlanbllaMu. TaK OHa BhIpazkayia COGCTBEHHOE HETONOBAHUE.

910 OBIN0 TPY0O, HO HUCKOJIBKO HEe YMassiio eé KpacoTkl. [leByIiKa Oblsa IpeKpacHa, CJIOBHO COIIJIa C



IIOJIOTHA MCKYCHOI'O MaCTepa. BEITh MOXKET, UMEHHO II0O3TOMY BCE U JII00KITH EHeHy.

Kak roBopusioch B KHUTe, TJIaBHYIO TePOMHIO HEBO3MOXKHO ObIJIO He JTIOOUTHL U3-3a e€
UCKITIOYUTETbHOW HEBUHHOCTU U YECTHOCTHU. [laXKe Te, KTO ITOHA4YaJly HEHABUME JEBYIIKY,
CTAHOBUJIUCH XKEPTBOU €€ 0YapoBaHMs. ITO yXKe He MHUJIO, 4, CKOpee, IT0X0Ke Ha Maruio. — B 4To,
yXKe nbeTe 6e3 MeHs?

Pa3spascs Becénslii ronoc 1 3a cnuHamu [Ipunna u EneHbl BRIpocia MyKCKas purypa, Kpemnko oOHsB
ux. OT0 ObIn [IKericoH Xa3ap, cTapiiuii ChiH ['epiiora, 601ee U3BECTHHIM KakK BOMH. OHU ObLIH
IPY3bsIMU IETCTBA. A elllé OH OKa3aJiCS B UKUCJIe TeX MYKYUH, KOTOpkle BNoOsTCa B Eneny. —
Ixencon! Trl yKe BepHYJICA?

— Ia, s moOymy B CTONKIIE KaKoe-TO BpeMsi. He mpaBma /i1, CeTonHsI YyNeCHbIH 1eHb, Batie
BBICOYECTBO?

Ha camoMm [fienie, Ipuc clemoBajo BHTHATH [IOCNIe TOTO, KaK Ta IoBejia ce6s Hepa3yMHO. B pomaHe B
3TOM ClieHe e€ OBITh He [JOJIXKHO - U JINIIb TPOe NOJIKHBI OBUIM Jajbllle BeCTH cioxeT. OgHaKo, pa3 yxX
TJIaBHBEIE Tepou U 0e3 TOro MeHs HeHaBHU[IeJNH, TO MOXKHO U IIOTSHYTh.

MyX4rHa BeCeJI0 CMesJICS, UTO-TO TOBOPS IMPUHIYy U EnleHe, a g c7I0BHO Obllla HeBUAUMKON. Ho TyT
[KelCOH CII0XBATUJICS U, TIOAHSB I'OJIOBY, IONIPUBETCTBOBANI MeHS: — BoxXKe, MPOIIy NPOIIeHUs 3a
rpy0ocTs. Jlegu MupmkepuaH, Bl BCE TaKXkKe IIPeKPaCcHEH, - U He IPEMUHYJT IOAMUTHYTh,
MIOATBEPKOAsT CBOE 3BaHUE «TJIaBHOTO Iy1en00s1 MMmepun».

Muro, Ho He 3a6aBHO. — UynecHhl neHb, Cap Xazap.

— { Huyero He caenan gig ['epLorcTsa, ¥ 3TOT TUTYJI HE 3aClyKeH. 30BUTE MEHS POCTO [[KEeKCoH.
— Kak s mory? Beqp g Xe - HeBecTa [IpuHIla, - s aKIleHTUPOBajla BHUMaHUE CJIOBe «HEBeCTa».

OT Mmoux cnoB OpoBu [IKelicoHa MOIMOI3/IH BBEPX, a [IpuHIl cHOBa moMopIuics. Jlopa Xa3ap nmepeBéen

Ha Hero B3TJIAL.

Arnex HMKOT[a He CKpHIBaJl CBOM 4yBCTBa. [10 KpaliHel Mepe, nepen dpuc u Enenou. I'maBHEIM
00pa30M IIOTOMY, YTO IIEPBYI0 OH OTKPHITO IIPEe3Upasl, a BTOPYIO CUIbHO TI00uI. — fd MHOTOE
3aMeualo, Bame BricouecTBo, - OTMeTHIIa 51, IBITAsICh CKa3aTh, YTO y HETO BCE HANIMCAHO Ha JIUIe. —
MHe BCE paBHO, 4TO AyMAalOT APyTHe, - OTBETUII OH.

Ha camoM [fierne s He XOTejla UMETh C HUM [iefia.
OH Bcero Ha OJUH-[Ba rofia cTapiie Jpuc. Tak 3aueM 3ps TPATUTh SIHEPTHUIO Ha 37I0CTh HA TOTO, KTO
IBITAETCS IIePeurpaTh MeHs B IeTCKUX 3a0aBax?

Opzako OblI0 HEBRHIHOCUMO HabmmiogaTh 3a TeM, Kak r'yOnl [IpuHIla pacTATUBaIOTCS B T0OEIHYIO
YXMBIJIKY. A TIOTOMY 51 HAPOYMTh CIIOKOMHO yNbIOHYIach U 6pocuna: — ECTh NMUIIE ONUH YEJIOBEK B
3TOM MHUPE, KOTOPBI MOXKET IMO3BOIUTEL cele momobHoe... Ho maxke eMy MHOTIa XO4eTCS IOKOS.

— Opuc! - ymuBnEHHO BOCKIUKHyNa EneHa.



HpI/IHI_I, IIBITAACh COEePXKaThk THEB, C2XKaJl PYKH B KYJIAKH.

[IKelCoH BCTaJ PAAOM C KPOHIIPUHIIEM M COCPEIOTOYMII CBOM B3TJISA Ha MHe, Ha ClIy4Yall KpalHeu
HeoOxoguMoCTH. B caMoMm [fiene, 51, JONMXKHO OBITh, 3afiefia €r0 CJI0BaMH, 4TO OH elre He MMmeparop.

OT4ero-to MHe CTajio TOpbKO. Kak CTpaHHO: g yBEepeHa, 4TO JPUC - UX IIOApyra geTCTBa. A K Hell
OTHOCHUJIAChH, KaK K HE3B@HOMY I'OCTIO, UJIA ¥ BOBCE, KaK K MHOPOOHOMY IIPEAMETY.
Bynp 51 HacTosime dpuc, MHe Ob110 OB 6OTBHHO.

¢ MeqyIeHHO TTOMHSIACh CO CBOETO MECTa, TJISIAS Ha HUX C JIETKOM yiaeIOKoM. EneHa okpyriuia
rna3a. — Crnacu6o 3a yaii, mequ AHTeOeTyM, HO BaM CJefyeT pa3roBapuBaTh C YBaXKEeHUEM CO MHOU
u Ero BricouecTBOM B MIOAHBIX MecTax. HyKHO y4UTHEIBaTh COLIMAIbHEIM CTATYC.

— Ia...
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