I'nmaBa 774. Crapeiimuia MaH.
- Om... [IpocTurTe...

- XM? - ycribliiaB, Kak KTO-TO HEPBHO CIIpallliBaeT ero co CTopoHkl, CioaHb Xao 00epHYIICS,
CTOJIKHYBIIKCH JTUIIOM K JTHIY C HEPBHOM ODUIIMAHTKON, KOTOPHIM CTOSI PSIAOM C HUM TIOCTIETHIE
ISTh MUHYT, 3alaBasiCh BOIIPOCOM, COOMPAETCS JIU OH 3aKa3aTh YTO-TO HOBOE MJIM VHUTH.

- Ax! 4 3a0win 3amnaTuTk... BoT, moxanyiicra! - gymas, 4To opuianTKa Obljla TaM TOIBKO [AJIS
omwnatsl, Croanb Xao NOHATUS He UMeJl, CKOJIBKO CTOSIT IUPOKHEBIE U OPYyIrue OeUKaTeChl, KOTOPhle OH
CheJl, I03TOMY B UTOTe OH HeOpeKHO NOCTas JI0KUHY UJIM OKOJIO TOT0 KaMHel fyXa, lepefaB ux
ounmaHTKe, KOTOpas 3aMepiia Ha MeCTe II0CJie TOr0, KaK OHa yBUAesla KaMHU iyXa, KOTOpble OBIIN
BCY4Y€HEI €11 B PYKH.

— Hy, Torga g mouny.
Csum-!

Korpma Croanb Xao BhIIen u3 HeO0IbIIoro Kade mocsue omiaTel, oduiiaiTKa MOrja TOJIBKO
0e3MOJIBHO CMOTPETD Ha [I0KUHY UITM OKOJIO TOTO KaMHeH myxa, KOTopele e nan CroaHb Xao.

Iaxe ecnmu KaMHU iyXa HU3KOT0 KayecTBa He ObIIM PefKoCThio B cTonulle HeGecHoit Mmepuu, Te,
KoTopkle nepenan CioaHb Xao, ObUT HAMHOTO BBIIIIE YPOBHS KaMHEN AyXa HU3KOr0 KayecTBa!

9-3T0... ITO yKe CIUIIKOM!

He 3Has, 4To fenaTh C BHE3AMHOM HEOXKUIAHHOCTHIO, OQUIIMaHTKa OTJIsiAeach U YBUOENa, YTO HUKTO
He CMOTPHT, TaK YTO OHa OBICTPO CIIpsTasa IOJIOBUHY KaMHEH fyxa, KOTOphIe el fanu, Ipexae 4eM
BEPHYTHCS Ha KYXHIO.

Iaxe ecru OHa He UMeJla HUYero MPOTUB Biajesblia Kade, OHAa HU 3a YTO He coOupasachk IPoCTo
TI03BOJIUTh 3TOMY YeJIOBEKY HacllaXkOaThCs BCEMU 3THMU JYXOBHBHIMU KaMHSIMHU B OMHOYECTBE.
Oco6eHHO yYHTHIBas, YTO ApPyras CTOPOHA 3acTaBjisiia e€ paboTaTh 6e3 ImepephiBa OCIENHIE
HECKOJIbKO 4acoB!

«Xm@! BoT 4TO BHI IIONTy4aeTe 3a TO, YTO JIMIIUIN MEHS IepepriBal» - mogymaB 06 3ToM mIpo cebs,
oduilraHTKa HAOJHUIACh PafioCThI0, KOTa OHa Ilepefalia OCTaBIIKeCs KaMHU OyXa Bllafiesibly,
KOTOPHIM C PagoCThio 3a0pasl ux, Ipexke 4YeM yMuaThCs, YTOOH! ITOI0XKUTH UX B 6onee Oe3omacHoe
MecCTo.

Briiinst u3 Hebonbioro Kade, CioaHb Xao He cpas3y YIIEN C Iomagu. BMecTo 3Toro oH HalpaBUJICS K
BepX0OBHOMY cTapeiumHe KopomesctBa Hebecnoro TymaHa, KOTOPBIHM BO3BPAIIAJICS B aYKITMOHHBIN
noMm YéepHoro TymaHa C TOIIION JIOAEM, CIIe0OBaBIIUX 3a HUM.

C nepBoro B3rnsiga ObII0 BUAHO, UTO METOL CTapHKa IIPOBECTH MYONMUYHYIO JIEKIUIO, YTOOR TPUBJIEYD
Oosblile BHUMAHUS K CBOEMY He[IlaBHO OTKPHIBIIEMYCS ayKIIMOHHOMY oMy, cpaboTan... Y eMy maxe
He IIPUIIIOCh UCKATh KaKON-TO OparoleHHbI apTeaKT UM IyXOBHYIO TpaBy, YTOOH COeaTh 3TO.
9TO CTOUJIO EMY JIAILIb Yaca BpeMeHu!

Ilaxe ecnu 9TO OBLI MEHee IMOJIe3HLIH MeToH, ObIJI0O OYEeBUOHO, UTO OH OLUI O0JIee YeM JOBOJIEH
PEe3ynmbTaToM, a MOXKET OBITh, EMY ITPOCTO HPABUIOCH, KOTIA €T0 XBaJIUIIK JIIONU, KOTOPHIE OXOTHO



CiieJoBaJid 3a HUM C YHI:I6KaMI/I Ha JIMIax...

Botigs B ayKunoHHBIM oM YepHOTo TyMaHa, CioaHb Xao IPOUTHOPHUPOBAJI Pa3NiuyHble apTedaKkThl U
IyXOBHBEIE TPaBhl, KOTOPLIE OBIIA BHICTABJIEHEI IT0 BCEMY @yKLIIMOHHOMY AOMY, U OCTOPOXKHO OTTOJIKHYJI
TOJINY JIIOfie, coOpaBILINXCST BOKPYT BepX0oBHOTOo cTapeimunsl KoponesctBa HebGecunoro TymaHa,
II0Ka OH HAaIpaBJIAJICS K CTAPUKY.

- XM? Bml... - 3ametuB CroaHb Xao B TOT MOMEHT, KOT'[la OH MCIO0JIb30BaJI CBOM TOMEH, CYaCTJIMBAS
ynbIOKa Ha JTUIle BEPXOBHOTO CTAapeMIINHEL 3aCThiNa, Korga 06a ero riasa Cy3uJIuCh,
COCpenoTOYMBILNUCEH Ha nofolueaneM K HeMy CroaHs Xao.

- Bel MOXKeTe Ha3bIBaTh MEHS IIpoCTO HpKI/IM MeuomMm; g X04y 3a4aTh BaM HECKOJIBKO BOIIPOCOB
OTHOCHUTEJIBHO JIEKIIWMHK, KOTOPYIO BEI ITPOBEJIX BCETO HECKOJIBKO MUHYT Ha3af... Ecnu BBI, KOHEYHO, HE
BO3pazxKaerTe.

- fpkuit Mey, 5 He IyMalo, YTO CJIBIIIAJ O BaC paHblie... Bbl, HaBepHOEe, HOBUYOK B HebecHoii
HWwmnepun?

- 1a, s u3 Cor3a MccrnegoBaTenel ¥ HefaBHO IIpHUexar Clofa.

He cobupasick pacKpeIBaTh CBOIO THYHOCTH, CloaHb Xa0 IPOCTO MCIIOIL30BaJl UMSI, KOTOPOe OH
MCII0/Ih30Ball, KOTfa BIepBhle 3apeructpuponascs B Coioze HccrmemoBarenel, 4ToOb y3HATh
MeCTOHaX0XKIeHHe TyXOBHOM TpaBhl, HE0OXOAUMOU IJ1s MPoOyKOeHusI 0co00T0 TeocnoxeHus LiuH
. XoTg uMs Ha caMOM fiejie He [aBajio MHOTOI'0 C TOYKH 3PEeHHUS MMYHOCTHU U3-3a TOTO, YTO Y ApPKOro
Meua He 6b17T0 6OJIBIIION pPenyTaIluy, OHO MOTJIO, TI0 KpalHel Mepe, TIOMOYb eMy C TeM (HaKTOM, YTO
OH ORI COBEPIIEHHO HEM3BECTHHIM Brrageikon JJoMeHa.

B kon1e koH110B, Coto3 MccnenoBaTenel 6b11 pa3bpocaH 0 BCeMy KOHTUHEHTY, U B €r0 MOTYNHEHUN
OBLIM THICSYM Pa3NUYHAIX 9KCIIepToB LlapcTBa Brnageiku [JoMeHa, KOTOpble OPOAUIIY IO KOHTUHEHTY B
IIOKMCKaX Pa3fInYHEIX PYUH U IPYTUX 0COOBIX MECT, KOTOPEE MOTJIM IIOMOYb yJIyULIUTh UX CUITY U
CITyKUJIM CII0cOO0M ITOBBICUTH CBOM cTaTycC B Coiode MccrnemoBaTeneil.

- [ToHSATHO, BB MOXKETe Ha3bIBaTh MEHS IIPOCTO CTApedmrHa MaH, MOXKET, HaM IIePeMEeCTUTHCS B
Oonee yequHEHHOE MECTO, YTOOLI ITIOTOBOPUTH?

- KoHeuHo.

KuBHYB B 3HaK ITOHUMaHMUS, yCibiaB, 4To Cioanb Xao Obi1 u3 Coto3a MccimemoBaTenel, BEpXOBHBIH
crapenmutia KoponesctBa HebecHoro TyMaHa, KOTOPHIM ITpeficTaBuica Kak CTapeiiinHa MaH,
MaxHyJI TPYIIIle JI0Aeld BOKPYT HEero, OQJHOBPEMEHHO I10aB CUTHAJI HECKOJIbKUM JIIOISAM,
obecreyrBalomuM 6€30IMaCHOCTh ayKIIMOHHOTO I0Ma, YTOOL OCTAaHOBUTH JIIOEH, KOTOPEIE BCE eIIlé
JIbCTUIIA EMY.

OcHOBHas IPUYKHA, TI0 KOTOPOH OH He mopmo3peBasn CioaHb Xao, 3aK/Ii04anach B TOM, UTO OH SICHO
YyBCTBOBAJI, UTO APYTasi CTOPOHA HAMHOTO CUJIbHEE €To.

XoTs s HeKOTOphIX 6osee cinabrix Bragelk [1oMeHOB ObIIO HOPMaIbHEIM OCTaBaThCs
HEU3BECTHHIMHU, 1151 601ee MOTYyIleCTBeHHEIX Briageik [1oMeHOB OBIIO ITOYTH HEBO3MOXKHO OCTAaBaThCS
HEU3BECTHHIMU B TEYEHHUE IJIUTETIFHOTO IIePHOoja BpeMEHH. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, Tpe00BaJINCh COTHH,
€CJIM He THICSYHM JIET, YTOOH! JOCTUYD MX HHIHENTHET0 COCTOSTHUS, a TSl UX YIy4IleHus TpebGoBaIoch
et 0oJIbIlle BpEMEHH.

YT0o0B OHM OCTaBAIMCh HEM3BECTHRIMU B TEUEHUE TAaKOT0 JIIMTEJIbHOI'O IIepruoda BpeEMEHHU, OHU



MOJIKHBI ObLIA OBl M30/TMPOBATh Ce0S OT Mupa!

B moboM cry4ae, 3HaKOMCTBO C OpyruM Brnagwikoii [loMeHa U, BO3MOXKHO, TPUOOpeTEeHNE HOBOTO
Ipyra, KOTOPHIM ObUT OB CUJIbHEE eT0 caMoro, OBII0 YeM-TO, UTO cTapeimuHa MaH OblT 6071ee 4eM
CYaCTJIUB CHenaTh. [laxke eCly B UTOTE IIEPEMOHUS OTKPHITHUS, KOTOPYIO OH IJIaHMPOBAJI OTCPOUUTD,
4yTOOH! el11€ 00JIbIlle TIOBLICUTh PEMYTallli0 CBOEr0 ayKIIMOHHOTO I0Ma, IPUAETCS OTCPOUYUTh, €€
BCETZla MOXKHO OTJIOXKUTH Ha IIOTOM. B nydiieM ciaydae eMy IPUAETCS IPOYECTh ellé OfNHY
nyOIUYHYIO JIEKILHUIO. .

He oxwupasi, 4To cTapeuInmuHa MaH TakK JIeTKO IPHMET eTo JUYHOCTh, CioaHb Xao OBII HEMHOTO
OLIIEJIOMJIEH, KOTZa ITOCIe0Bal 3a HUM B OOJIBIIYIO POCKOIIHYIO KOMHATY, U30JIMPOBAHHYIO OT
OCTaJIbHOU 4aCTH ayKIMOHHOTO JOoMa.

- Mtak... O 4éM BBl XOTENIM MeHS CIIPOCUTH? XM... [laiiTe yrapaio, B HOBUYOK B HebGecHoit Mnepuu
U XOTUTE CIIPOCUTH MECTHOTO XKUTEJIS BPOJe MEHS 0 TeKyIlel CTPYKType BIacTU B 3TOM MeCTe U 0
TOM, KaKUX CHUJI JTyullle u3beraTs?

YyBCTBYyS ceOs1 HEMHOTO OIIENIOMJIEHHBIM TeM, YTO CKa3as cTapeinuHa MaH, Cioanb Xao He MOT He
3aMepeTh Ha MTHOBEHUE, KOTTla OH IIOHSJI, YTO Ha CaMOM [efie He OBIJI0 HUKAKOM IPYTOU NPUYUHEL
nnst Bnapeiku [TomeHa u3 Cowo3a MccnenosaTteneii, KOTOPHIM TONBKO HefaBHO BoIéEn B HeGecHyio
Vmnepuio, MOAXonuTh K Hem3BecTHOMY Brageike [Jomena u3 HeGecHoit UMmepuu...

- [1a... 9TO ¥ KOe-4TO OPYTOe€... - YIUTHIBas, YTO B HACTOSIIEE BPEMS OH MCIIOJIb30Bal 3Ty JTUUYHOCTb,
OH MOT TOJIBKO KPHBO YJILIOHYTHCS CTapeiinHe MaH, KOTOPHIM TOPZKECTBYIOIIE YIBIOHYIICS, YCIIbIIIAB
3T0 0T Cl0aHb Xao.

YuutreiBas Bce 00cTOsATENbCTBA, CI0aHbh Xa0 JeHCTBUTEIFHO HEMHOTI'0 3aMHTEPECOBAJICS HEIHEITHEeH
CTpPyKTypou Bnactu HebecHoit MMnepuu. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, eIMHCTBEHHOE, YTO OH 3Has 00 3TOM [0
CHUX TI0p, OblJTa UMIIEpPATOPCKasi CeMbsl HaBepXy. 3a HUMHU CJIeAYIOT TPU PEIUTHO3HbIE OPraHu3aluu U
pa3nuyHble IBOPSHCKHE CEMbU U3 IBOPSHCKOTO OKpyra.

[ToMHuMO 3THUX TPEX OCHOBHHIX CHJI, OH HUYET0 He 3HaJ O IPYTUX CUjaX, CYIIeCTBOBABIINX BHYTPH
Heb6ecuou UMnepun.

YecTHO roBOpS, Jaxke HECMOTPS Ha TO, 4TO B HebecHot MMnepun ObIIN OECATKU THICSY PA3TUYHBIX
KOPOJIEBCTB, COTHM M3 KOTOPHIX BO3TIaBIAN sKcnepT LlapcTBa Biapgbiku [JoMeHa, OH BCE €INE He
MMeJl peabHOTO IIPEeACTABIIEHUs 0 PA3/IMYHBIX KOpoeBCcTBax HebecHoi Mmepun, u y Hero He OBII0
IIpeCTaBIeHUs 0 TOM, KaKuUM OBIIIO caMoe CUJIbHOe KOPOJIEBCTBO B cocTaBe HebecHoit Mmepuu...

EnuHCTBEHHOE, YTO OH 3HaJl, TaK 3TO O Pa3/IMYHBIX 9KCIepTax, 3allMCaHHbIX B KHUTe, KOTOPYIO Aaja
emy M MuHb... Ho, yuuTEIBast, 4TO HU OOUH U3 9KcrepToB IlapcTBa Bo3Hecenus [yuru He OB
3anucaH BHYTPHU HEE, OH He HaIEs Obl HUYEero YAUBUTENILHOTO B TOM BO3MOXKHOCTH, YTO HEKOTOPHIE
MOTYIIIeCTBEHHEBIE 9KCIIEPTHI ¢ 60mbuM BnusiHueM B HeGecHo MMIiepuu OTHOCTHIO CTEPIIM CBOE
UM U3 9TOM KHUTH. [lake TaK HECKOJIbKO MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIX KOPOJIEBCTB BCE €II1€ ObLIM YIIOMSHYTHL B
ONIMCaHWK HEKOTOPHIX U3 Hanbosee CUIbHEIX Brnamsik [JoMeHa...

[Toxauas ronosoii, ;ymas 00 aToM, CioaHs Xao CHOBa 00paTu/I BHHMaHUe Ha CTapelmuuy MoH,
KOTOPBIM TOXKEe OyMaJl O 4eM-TO...

- Ax! 3BUHHU 3a 9TO, MOM OPVYT, 1 HEMHOTI'O 3agyMaJICAd Ha CEKYHOY, s OyMalO, Thl TAKXKe 3aX04elllb
Y3HATh O PA3JIMYHBIX JPEBHUX PYWHAX U OAPYTUX KHTEPECHBIX MEeCTdX B Heb6ecHoi I/IMHepI/II/I IN]S:}



MCCIIeIOBAHUS 1T03Ke... YTO XK, TOTHa, MOJIKHEI JIM MBIl Ha4aTh ¢ 00j1ee MOTYIIeCTBEHHEIX CHII,
ocKopOJIeHre KOTOPBIX OyIeT 03HaYaTh BEPHYI0 CMePTh [t Bramslk [JoMeHa, MOgoOHEIX HaM?

- KoHeYHoO... IT0 ObI7T0 ObI XOPOIIUM HavaJIOM...
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