TyCKIBIE KOCTEP OCBEIal BHYTPEHHIO YacTh HeOOJIbIIOMH Melllephl, OCBeIas nBe GUTYPHl BHYTPH.
OpnHa neXalla Ha UMIIPOBA3MPOBAHHOM KPOBATH HAa 3eMJle, HeTIOBUXKHaAsI, KaK MepTBasd. [Ipyras
cunesna Ha OpeBHe, ee 03a00YEHHOE JIUIIO TYCKJIO OCBEIANIOCh OIMKAWIIUM KOCTPOM.

-“UT0 Ke 9TH yOJIIOOKY cHeNanu ¢ To0oi”

Tuxo mpobopmoTasna Aipuc. [HeB pomosKai HapacTaTh B ee TeJle, KOTfla OHa YBUOEJa COCTOSHIE
Apama ¥ BCIIOMHUJIA OTIMCaHKE TOTO, YTO IIPOM30IIIO, HO OHA [TOAaBJIfAia CBOM pacTyIlIUi THEB, KaK
Morna. Ha maHHBIM MOMEHT OHa Oblla €IMHCTBEHHEIM CITacaTeNIbHEIM KPyroM AflaMa, U el HyKHO
OBIIIO BCEe BPEMS COXPAHSThH CIIOKOMCTBYE M OOUTETbHOCTS.

[Tocne Toro, kak Homep OpuH yiien, Aprc HalllJla XOPOIIIO CIPSATaHHYIO MeIlepy B 0OMINPHOM Jiecy.
Ona npuKpHIia BXO, KaK MOrJIa, IIpeX/e YeM Haydalla yXaxkuBaTh 3a AmaMoM. ETo BHeIlIHUE paHBb
BCe eltle ObIIM BUIHEI, IIOCKOJIBKY OHU He OBITH MTOJTHOCThIO 3a3KMBIIEHEI, HO OOJIbIIIE He ITPEeNCTaBIISIN
YI'PO3HI AT XKU3HU.

OmHako AfaM Bce elre He ITPOCHYJICS, TaK Kak ero XXKU3HeHHas Cuia Obla CIUIIKOM ciaba. 9To ObLI0
TaK, KakK ecyid Obl OMMH-eIMHCTBEHHBIN BETEPOK MOT B MTHOBEHHE OKa 000pBaTh €r0 XKU3Hb.

Barnsig Aipuc mepeMecTHICS Ha OTOHb, KOT/Ia OHa Pa3XKurajia ero, e MBIC/IH TePeKTIOYUINCh Ha
[>KOHa ¥ ero HEIHEITHee 3aTPyTHUTENIbHOE MoJI0KeHue. Ecu ObI OHa ellle He MPOIIia UCIIHITaHUe
Heb6ecHoit CkopOrio, oHa Okl Oe3 KonebaHui IPUHSIa y4acTHe B UCIbITaHuU TpaHchopManuu [1ao,
yT0OBI TOMOYB [[3KOHY. B TO BpeMs Kak ee 60eBoe MacTepCTBO He ObLI0 ObI TOJIE3HEIM, €€ I'Jlas3a
BCerfa ObIIM IIEHHBIM aKTUBOM.

Tuxoe, HO y4allleHHOe [IbIXaHUe IOHEeCJIOCh [0 ee yinel, Korga AUpuc IepeBesia B3I o0paTHO Ha
Apama, KOTOpBIY Bce eltle ObUT 663 CO3HAHUS, HO OBIIIan OBICTPO U HETTYOOKO, B TO BPeMsT Kak IIOT
CTeKaJ 1o ero yby.

OHa OBICTPO ITOAOIIIA K HEMY, TI0JI0KUJIa eMy B POT ellle OOHY IieeOHYyI0 NUJII0MNI0 U HallpaBula ee B
XKeJyLooK.

-“Tvl MOMXeH BHIXKUTL."

Tuxo npourenTana Aupuc Agamy,

-"Korma 51 cHOBa BcTpeuy [I2KOHa 110 APYTyI0 CTOPOHY 3TOT0 MCIBITAHUS, 1 HE CMOTY IIOCMOTPETh My
B I'71a3a, ecnu 6ymy ogHa. Tebe nydire OGLITh PSIOOM CO MHOM, KOTIa 9TO MTPOU30UIET, KUBLIM U
HEBPeIUMBIM, Befisi ceOsi CaMOOBOIBHO U TOPH0, KaK Bcerma”.

CBeT y1arepHOro KOCTpa ocBelas 0/1u3nexkaliyo MECTHOCTD, fiejlasi TEMHYIO ¥ TYMaHHYI0 3eMJTI0
ucneiTanus TpaHnchopmanuu [lao HEMHOTO MEHEE MPavyHOM.



Pes!

[Tporpemen manekuil ¥ MOIIHLIM peB, co31aB 0ypio, KOTopasi CBOe! MOIIbI0 HaKphlyia 61TM37IeXKalyio
3emio. Koctep 3aTpeneTasn Ha BeTPy, IOYTH IIOTAacC, HO IIPOAOJIKAJI TOPETh, KOTa PeB CTHUX.

-“T1I11, CKOJIBKO Pa3 3Ta IITyKa co0upaeTcs: phiyaTh”

[TpoBopuasn [I2K0H, SIBHO YCTABLIUHM OT peBa TaMHCTBEHHEIX 3BEPEil.

Tuxuit cMex JOHEeCCs ¢ OPYyroil CTOPOHHBI KOCTpa, Korfa [IK0oH mepeBes B3rIA Ha [IeBYIIKY, O
KOTOPOU OH MaJjio 4YTO 3Hall.

-“MozxeT OBITh, Y HETO 3aH03a B HOTe, ¥ OH KPUYUT OT 6onu”

HOH.IYTI/IJ'Ia OEBYIIKA, HAaX0Os CUTYAlINIO U PEAKITHUIO II>xoHa 3a0aBHLIMH.

-“Ecnu 9T0 Tak, g C PafoCThi0 OTPEKY €My HOTY 3a 3TO, a 3aTeM U rojioBy. Torga y Hero He 6ymeT
IIPUYYUH IPOLAOJIKATh PEBETH”

OtBeTun JIKOH, eT0 OTBET BBI3BAJI €llle ONUH IIPUCTYII MATKOI'0 CM€Xa Y OEBYIIKH.

[I2KOH yCcTaBUJICS 4epe3 KOCTep Ha AEeBYIIKY, KOTOpas CMOTpesia Ha Hero B OTBET. [locne Toro, Kak oH
HaMeKHYJI IeBYyIIKe 0 CBoeM OeICTBUY, OHU BIBOEM pa30uii BpeMeHHHIH JIarepb I OTAbIXA.
IeBylka Bce eltle OblyIa JOBOJIBHO YCTaBIIEN TTOCTIE 0XKUBIIEHUS U UCIeJIeHus: Afama, U [[:KoH
HYyXK[aJCs B HEW B ITOJIHOU CUJIe 7 I'PAXYIIeld CKOPOH.

Ero mpucTanbHBIN B3I IPOIOIXKAT 3alepKUBATHCS Ha Hel, IOKa OH U3ydall ee YepTHl; ee TIa3a,
ee BoJIOCH, ee ¢urypy. OH HUKOTa He OBbIJT OlepKUM HEeBYIIKAMHM, TIOCKOJIbKY ero eMHHCTBEHHON
MCTHHHOM CTPACThIO ¥ (OKYCOM B KM3HU OBIJIO CaMOCOBEPIIIEHCTBOBaHKE, HO flaxke [[KOH He MOT He
IpU3HaTh, UTO AEBYIKa Iepel HUM Oblla KpacruBol. OHa Bce ellle HOCHUJIa Byallb, HO la’ke TOTHa OH
3HaJI, 4YTO OHa KpacuBa U ropa3fo UHTepeCHee OPYTUX AeBYIIeK, KOTOPHIX OH BCTpeYasl B CBOEU
JKHU3HHU.

Tompko ero MacTep Oblyia 60Jiee HHTEPECHOM, [0 €er0 MHEHUIO, HO KOTTIa OH CMOTPEJT Ha CBOET0
MacTepa, OH YyBCTBOBAJI CTPAxX U TPeIeT, a He UHTPUTY. [leByiiKa yneiOHymach [2KOHy, ee raa3a
ClerKa Cy3uIHCh OT yiabOKu. Padym [[3KoHa GBICTPO MPOSICHUIICS, KOTMIa OH MOHSJI, YTO CMOTPEN Ha
Hee MOBOJIBHO [I0JIT0, HO He OTBOMAMII B3TJIsia, KOTAa CMOTPET IIPSIMO U IIPUCTAIbHO Ha Hee.

IeByllIka ITOUyBCTBOBaJIa JIETKOe YAUBIIEHHE OT €ro B3TJIsAa, TaK Kak OO0JBIIMHCTBO OTBORUIIO €T0,
Kor'Jla IOHMMAaJIX, YTO Ha HuX nanarTcs. OgHako melicTBus [I3K0Ha BCerma Ka3alluch
IIPOTUBOIIOI0KHBIMU TOMY, UTO OHa OXKHUOana.

-“KTo THI Takas?”

Crpocun [I3X0H TBEPOEIM I'0JIOCOM, Kak OyaTo TpeboBas OTBeTa.



-“TBl 3HAEIIb, KTO 51, HO 5 MIOHSITUS He UMeI0, KTO Thl. Eciiu Ml coOMpaeMcsi JOBEpsITh APYT OPYTY B
3TOM HCIBITAHUU CMEPTH, 5 JOJIXKEH, [T0 KpaliHei Mepe, 3HaTh, KTO Thl”.

[leBylliKa ycTaBujach Ha [[XKO0Ha, ee rJla3a TakXke U3ydasu ero yepTel. HekoTopoe BpeMs oHa
MoJ14asia, TULINHY HAIOJIHAJIO I0TPEeCKUBaHUEe KOCTpa.

-“TIpex[e 4yeM 51 OTBe4y Ha 9TO, Y MeHs ecTh K TeOe oguH Bompoc”

OTBeTua geByIIKa.

-“Ecnu THI OTBETUIIb Ha HETO, 1 0TBEYy Ha TBOU BOIpPOC”.

-“Kakoii y Te0s1 Bommpoc?”

Crnpocwui [IKOH 110Cjie HECKOIBKUX CEKYH[ MOT4YaHUs.

-“Tr1 Acypa, BepHO?”

JIuuo [I2K0HaA 0CTaBal0Ch CIOKOMHEBEIM, KOTIa OH YCJIBIIIal BOIIPOC, HO OH HE MOT He YOUBUTHCH,
yCHBILIAB €ro.

-“Yt0o 3acTaBnseT Te0s Tak rOBOPUTH?”

Crpocurn oH, X0TsI, CKOPee BCero, yxe 3Hall OTBET.

-“Iaxe Korga Tebe 3agaiy TaKOM IIOKUPYIOIIUM BOIIPOC, THl OCTABAJICS CIIOKOMHBIM U BhIpaXKeHUEM
JIMIla He JaJl HUKaKoro HaMeKa Ha oTBeT”

Ckasaja eMy feByIIKa, II0-BUAAMOMY, BlledaTIeHHas.

[I>KOH TPOUTHOPHUPOBAJl €€ KOMIIJIMMEHTHI, IPOA0JIKas CIIOKOWHO CMOTPETh Ha Hee. OHa MTHOBEHUE
¥3ydaja ero JIuIo, Ipexae YeM 3arOBOPUThL CHOBaA.

-“4l 3HAa10, 9TO 9TO TH"

Cka3zasia fieByIlIKa, ee HEKHBIN I'0JI0C OB TOJIOH YBEPEHHOCTH.

-“4l Bumena, KakK TH CpaxXaJliCid B IPEBHEM I'OPOMe IPOTHUB IOHOIIEH M3 CeKTh KpoBaBhIX TeMOHOB... 5

BUJIEJI TBOE... TpeoOpaxenue.”

IeByIlKa chenaia Iay3y Ha MTHOBEHMe, U3ydas ero elre HEMHOTO, IPeX/e YeM IIPOIOJIKHUTh
00BICHEHUE.

-“B03M0OXKHO, 51 He 3Hal0, YTO TaKoe ACYpHI UM KaK OHU BRITJISIAAT, HO €C/IH OBl S IOTBITaach



yragarh, 51 Obl IIPEOIIONI0XKUIIA, YTO 9TO YTO-TO IOX03Kee Ha TO, KaK BBITJISIEN Thl”
Cxka3saja oHa.

-“Ilaxe 0e3 3TOrO, g YBUfEJa CTEIeHb TBOEro 00eBOro TajaHTa B TOT fieHb. Y MeHs HET HUKAKUX

COMHEHUY B TOM, 4TO Tl "Acypa".

I>X0H HEKOTOpPOe BpeMsI MOI4aJl, Ipex/e YeM KUBHYJI TOJIOBOM B OTBET Ha ee CJIOBa.

-“Tel mIpaB, 1 "Acypa
OtBeTun [IKOH, TOCKOJIbKY CKPBIBATh 3TO OBIJI0 6ECII0JIe3HO.
B rpspyieit ckopOu eMy HYKHO OyIeT CHOBA MCIIOJIb30BaTh CBOIO (OpPMY TpaHCHOpMaIu ACYpHL.

HeByirka, 6e3 coMHeHUs, Oblyta ObI yBepeHa, YTO 3TO OBIJI OH, YBUAEB 3TO, ¥ II03TOMY [I3KOH IIOHSITI,
YTO CKPHLIBATh 9TO OT Hee OeCIIoIes3Ho.

BrIpaxkeHue NHIla IeBYLUIKH 0CTABAJIOCh CIIOKOMHEIM, KakK OyOTo moaTBepkaeHue [[KoHa He OBIIO [
Hee HeoXKUMaHHOCTRIO.
-“Cnacu6o”

Ckazasna oHa, mobnarogapuB [IKOHa 3a TO, UTO OH OTKPHUI TpaBAy. OHa 3Hasa, 4YTo 3TO ObLT OOJIBIION
CEKpeT, ¥ BeCb KOHTMHTEHT XOTeJI ero pa3ragaTth. Ero moprBepxkoeHue ObIIO 3HAKOM IOBEPHUS,
KOTOPOE OHa JeMCTBUTENIHHO IIeHHIIA.

-“Temepb MOM BOIIPOC”

Cka3sar eii [I>KoH, HaloMUHas 00 UX COTJIallleHUH.

-“BepHo, MOS TUYHOCTH”

Cka3zasa peBylKa [[2KOHY, IIpexkfe YeM chesaTh riy0oKuii BOoX. Ee pyku MeneHHO IOTSHYINUCH K
JIUITY, ¥ B 9TOT MOMEHT OHa MEMJIEHHO OMyCTHIIa ByaJlb.

-“Mens 30ByT Jlaiis, BocbMas npuHIiecca ActpanbHon Umnepuu u oys ActpansHoro MMmneparopa”

Cxkasasa OHa, KOTJIa ByaJib OTKPhIJIA €€ JIUIIO.

['ma3a [I>kOHa pacuIMpuiuch B abcomoTHOM IoKe. OH 3HaJI, YTO [eBYyIIKa Obljla CUJIbHOU, U, CKOpee
BCET0, TOXKe U3 CUJIbHOU fiepkaBel. ONHaKO OH HUKOI'Tla He 0KUAJl, YTO OHA OKAXeTCs No4YepPblo
ActpanbHOro Mmnepartopa, OGHOTO U3 CUJIbHEUIINX KYJIbTUBATOPOB B MUPE U €AUHCTBEHHOI' 0 JKUBOT'O
KYJIbTUBATOPa, KOTOPBIM JOCTUT CEMHALIATU CTyIleHel, 10 KpalHel Mepe, 00 TOro, Kak [1:KoH
IIPEB30IIeN 3TOT IOABUT.



OpHoro aToro OB110 ORI JOCTATO4HO, YTOORI OTJIYHIUTE €ro OO IMOTEePH CO3HAHUSA, HO B OAHHBIM MOMEHT
9TO OBLIIO JIMIIb BTOpPI‘-IHOfI HpPI‘-IPIHOfI €TI0 IIIOKa.

Byanb meByIIKY OIyCTHUIIACh, OTKPEIBAs ee nuio. Ee Koxka Ovina 6e3ynpeyHoi, CJIOBHO BRICEYEHHOM
13 camoro 0e3ympeyHoro 6en1oro MpaMopa, 1 Obljia IpeKpacHee JIi000ro NKila, KOTOpoe OH KOTfa-
nu0o Bumen paHbiie. Ee MaleHbKUN HOCUK ObIT MUJTBIM ¥ IIPEXOPOIIEHEKUM OJHOBPEMEHHO, a TYOHI -
UfieaTbHOT'0 PO30BOT0 OTTEHKA.

OH Mor OB CKa3aTh, II0o4YeMy OHa Hafella Byallb, ITIOCKOJIBKY €€ KPaCOTa TOJIEKO ITOCTOSHHO
IIpUBJIEKAIIA OBl HexxenaTenbHOe BHUMaHue. OMHAKO Jaxe He 9TO IIOTPACIIO €er0 Oo7blile BCETO.

B KoHIle KOHIIOB OH OIIPABUJICS OT IIOKa ¥ BCTaJl, CHOBa HACTOPOXKUBIIUCE. JIalis B 3aMelllaTeTbCTBE
ycTaBuiach Ha [[2K0Ha, TakK KakK ero peakiys Obllla He TOM, KOTOPYIO OHa OXKHUAaja.
-“Kto T8I Takasa? [IpaBma?”

CHpOCI/IJ'I II>xoH 6omee TBEPOBIM I'OJIOCOM.

-“4l... 1 He IOHMMaIO TBOETO BOIpoca”

OTtBeTuna Jlais, cMOpIIuB 100 B 3aMeIlaTeIbCTBE.

[TpucranbHBIM B3rnay [J2KOHa 0CTaBaJICS Ha ee Jiklle, T0Ka OH BHUMAaTEJIbHO ero usy4asn. HesaBucumo
OT TOTO, KaK OH CMOTpeJI Ha Hee, ee IUII0 OBIJIO ITOYTH TaKUM XKe, KaK Y KOT0-TO, KOTO OH yKe 3Hall.
XoTs U0, KOTOPOE OH BCIIOMHWII, TOXKe ObII0 HEBEPOSITHO KPACUBLIM, OHO OBIJIO XOJIOMHEE U pe3ue.

JIuno Jlatiu 06110 O0Jiee HeXXHEIM U HAIOJIHEHHEIM MOJIONOCTRIO ¥ JKUBOCTELI0, HO OHO, HECOMHEHHO,
OLLIO IIOYTH MOEHTUYHEIM, TOJILKO Jlalg Ka3alach MOJIOXKe.

-“Torpa mo4yeMy, 4epT BO3bMHU, TH I10X0XKa Ha Moero Mactepa?”
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