Boesoii TOIIOPD [I>koHa, HAIlOJTHEHHBIN MOIIBIO €r0 HeJJaBHO N3yY4YEHHEIX TPeX Iao, CTOJIKHYJICA C
atakou Llu CyLIecCTB. [TIocmne TOTO, KAk OH OB HeMHOTO 0Cj1abjIeH aTaKaMu moMeHa MOJHUHM, IKOH
CMOT BCTPETHUTE 3Ty aTaKy JIMIIOM K JINITY, HE IIOTEPAB CBOIO XKU3Hb. OpHako maxe TOrma 3TO OBLI0
IIOYTH OLIEJIOMIIAIOIIE.

IIKoH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK 6oeBoit TOIIOP 3aApPO0ZKaJl B €TI0 PYKeE, IMOChIJIasd MOIITHEBIE U 0oJIe3HEHHBIE
BI/I6paLII/II/I I10 PYKaM, II0OKa OH N30 BCEX CHUJI COIIPOTHUBIIAIICA dTaKe. Ero Teso nmocTossHHO OT6paCBIBaJ'IO
Ha3a[d, ero HOru BEIPE€3ayik IB€ OJIMHHBIE JIMHUHU B 3€MJI€, KOT'ma OH MCIIOJIb30BaJl BCIO CBOIO CHUILY,
YTOORI IIPOTHBOCTOATE aTaKe.

[Tocrne TOrO0, KaK OHU OBUTH OTOPOIIIEHEl Ha HECKOJIBKO COTEH SIPIO0B, aTaKa, HAKOHeI], yTuxJa. [IK0oH
PYXHYT Ha KOJIEHU KaK OT YCTaJIOCTH, TaK U OT 00JIM, KOTHa OH OBICTPO YHUYTOXKUI BeccMepTHOE
HckyccTBo TpaHCchopMaluu ACyphl.

OH uCIoIL30Bal HCKYCCTBO TpaHCd)OpMaI.II/II/I BCET0 HECKOJIBKO CEKYH]I, ¥ II0O3TOMY HE MCIIOJIE30Bal
CIUIIKOM MHOrO LIy Temna. [JaHbTSAHB €r0 Tela BCe elle OBITT JOCTATOYHO IIOJIOH Iu Temna, u II0O3TOMY
€My He HYXKHO OBLIIO BTATHBATH B HETO KaKYIO-J'II/I6O 9CCEHIINMI0O KPOBHU 3BEpsi, YTOORI ITOIIOJTHUTD CBOIO

mu.

Ha mu1ie cyrmecTBa 0Tpa3uIoCh JerkKoe YOUBIeHKEe, TaK KakK [[KOHY yIaI0Ch OTPA3UTh aTaKy B JI00
ropasfo jerdye, yeM OH oxkumas. M3 Bcex Tex, KTO MMPOXOIUIT 3TO UCILITAHKE B IIPOIIIOM, HA 9TOM
UCITBITaHUY OOJBIITMHCTBO IIOTEPIIEJIO Heyaauy U yMepio. HecMoTpst Ha TO, UTO IIPECTOSIIO
IIPOBECTH €Ille OBE aTaKH, BEICTYINIEHKE [[J)KOHa B IIEPBO# aTake ObII0 BeChMa BIEYATIISIONIAM.

OpHako, KOrfa CyIecTBO IIOLYyMajo O TOM, KTO IOAAEePKUBAJIO [IKOHA U3 TEHH, CUJIa, KOTOPYIO OH
IeMOHCTPUPOBaJs, npuobpesa 60JIbIIe CMEICIA.

KpoBb cTeKasa 1o ero pykaM, Tak Kak OT CHJIB yIapa Ha HAX OTKPBIIOCh HECKOJIBKO paH. OH OGBICTPO
CYHYII B POT 1eJIe0HYIO TIUITIONIO U C JIETKUM HEYHOOBOJIbCTBUEM IIOCMOTPENT Ha JajieKoe CYIIECTBO.

-"4TO 3TO, 4EPT BO3bMH, 3a CMEPTHEIM NPUTOBOP? Kak KTO-TO MOJIKEH IIPOUTH 3TO UCIILITaHKE, KOTaa
caMad IlepBad aTaka - 3TO TPU BTOPOCTEIIEHHEIX 1JapCTBa BEHIIIE UX YPOBHA?"

II>k0H 3aKpuyYar.

-"Tpu BTOPOCTENEHHHIX LlapcTBa?"
Crpocuno CyuecTBo € JIeTKUM 3aMeIlaTellbCTBOM U BECETIbEM.

-"ATaka, KOTOPYIO 5 IIOCJIaJl, efiBa 1 Obl/la 9KBUBAJIEHTHA MT03HeN aTake ®opMupoBanus fAppa”.

YnousneHue mosBUIOCH Ha nuile [I2KOHa, KOraa OH YCIIBIIIAII 3TO.

-"EgBa nmu mo3nHsst aTaka ®PopmupoBaHus fAmgpa? OTa aTaka Oblyla 9KBUBaJIEHTHA MMKOBOW aTake
[[apCcTBa moinyulara 3akanku Mepuauan!"



Yupexkuyn [I2K0H.

Cy1mecTBO HacMexaJioCh Hafl HeBeXKeCTBOM [IKOHa.

-"MozxeT OBITh, 71 BAlLIET0 PerpPecCHUPYIOIIEro CerogHsITHero Mupa. Ho ¢ Tex mop, Kak s 6poguI mo
MUPY, aTaka, KOTOPYIO g Iociias, Oblyia TeM, Ha YTO OBUIM CIIOCOOHBI MOJIOABIE JIIOY IIO3THETO
dbopmupoBanus Amgpa"

OTBeTHUIIO CYLLIECTBO.

[TonuMaHue HEMEOJIEHHO HAXJIBIHYJIO Ha IIxoHa.

-'HackompKo c1ab Halll HEIHEITHWH MUP 110 CPAaBHEHUIO C IPOMIILIM? M3 TOT0o, YTO TOBOPUT 3TO
CYIIECTBO, 10001 CpegHeCTaTUCTUYECKUH I0HOIIa TOTO0 BpeMeHU OblT bl HeOECHBIM TeHHEM,
OCHOBHIBASICh Ha CETOJHSIIHUX CTaHgapTax.'

I>X0H C TPyIOM MOT B 9TO IIOBEPUTD, HO Y HETO He ObIT0 OCHOBaHUE BO3paXxKaTh. EMMHCTBEHHOE, UTO
OH MOT CHeJaTh, 9TO OTOOXHYTh, IPUUTHU B c€0ST U MOATOTOBUTHCS K CIIEIYIOIIEeH aTake. 3aluIaThCs
OT HamafieHus OBIIO JIerde, YeM I0-HACTOSAIEMY OTOMBATHCS, HO 3TO BCE PABHO He OBIIIO rapaHTHEeH
0e30I1aCHOCTH.

-'OCHOBHIBAsICh Ha TOM, 4TO CYIIIECTBO CKA3aJio paHbllle, KaXkas aTaka OymeT CUIbHee IpembIyIen.
Cnepyromiast aTaka OoJiKHa OBITh 9KBUBajeHTHA PanHeMy JkcnepTy 3akanku MepuouaHOB, a
nocneqHss - 9akcnepty CpenHero LlapcTBa 3akanku MepuanaHoB.'

I>KOH CTHCHYJ 3yOBI ITPX 3TOM MBICIH. [lazke C ero HeOeCHBIM TaJlaHTOM U 3aMevyaTeTbHbBIMU
IIpEeUMYyIeCcTBaMy COBEPIIEHCTBOBAHMS, faxe OH He 3HaJl, CriocobeH 1 OH Ha 3T0. OH OBbIJT TONMHKO B
Paunnem mapctse ®opmupoBanus Anpa. bnokuposanue atTaku oT 3kcnepTa Cpexgnero [lapcTBa
3akanku MepugruaHoB OBIIO IPHIKKOM 0OJIbIIE, YeM Ha IeJI0e I[apCTBO.

TTOoCKONBKY B KaXXIOM I[apCTBE €CTh TP MCTUHHEIX IAPCTBA U YETBEPTOe, eCIIH PacCMaTPUBATh
TIOJIyIIAr KakK IapcTBO, [I2KOHY HY2KHO ObIIT0 ObI TEPETIPEITHYTh MATh BTOPOCTEIIEHHEIX IfapcTB. He
TOJIBKO 3TO, HO ¥ CKAYOK MEXMY OCHOBHBIMU 1IapCTBAMH, OT IO3THET0 (GOPMUPOBaHUS Anpa mo
paHHel cTaguy 3aKaaky MepuanaHoB, ObIT IPUMEPHO SKBUBAJIEHTEH OBYM BTOPOCTEIIEHHBIM
I[apCcTBaM caM 110 cebe.

-'MHe HyXHO OyIeT mepenpLrHyTh IIeCTh BTOPOCTEIIEHHBIX I[aPCTB, KOTHa s 0yny 6T0KHpPOBaTh €T
TIOCTIETHIOI0 aTaKy. [laxke ¢ MOMMH TaJlaHTaMH 3TO HEBO3MOXKHO. MHE HYKHO YIy4IIUTh CBOE TEJIO O
ypoBHs ®opMmupoBaHus dmpa cpemHel CTafuK, a TaKkKe BHECTH HEKOTOPBIE YAYUIIEHUS IIe-TO B
OTHOIIeHUU Moero 60eBoro MactepcTBa. Hackonbko 6e3yMHEIM HOIXKEH OBITH TalaHT
BoxkeCcTBeHHOTO YPOBHS, UTOOBI 3TO OBIJI0 00513aTENNbHBIM TpeOoBaHUEM?"

[I>KOH IPOUTHOPXPOBAJI CYIIECTBO U CeJl B MEOUTATUBHYIO 1103y, YTOOHI UCIIEMUTHCS KaK MOXKHO
ObICTpee, a TaKXkKe HavaTh KyJIbTUBUPOBAThH CBoe beccMepTHOe Teo ACypH.



Ero pa3ym yCcTaHOBUII CBSI3b CO CBOMM [ABOPIIOBBIM I[apCTBOM, B KOTOPOM IOKOHUIIUCDH TPYIIBI €TI0
BparoB. [eiimoH, Kyneits, Kaimen u TepHep Obiid COOpaHBI, [aB €My 3CCEHITHIO KPOBU ABYX
KyJbTUBaTOpPOB CpenHero napcrsa ®opmupoBaHus fAnpa U AByX KynbTUBATOPOB IO34HEN CTafum
TapctBa ®opmMupoBaHusa Ampa.

-"TIpBIZKOK MeXIy OCHOBHBIMU MUpaMu Ojst Moero beccMmepTHoro Tena Acypsl TpeOyeT abCoMOTHO
0e3yMHOr0 KOJIMYEeCTBa 3CCEHIIMK KPOBH, HO ST IPOMEXKYTOYHBIX BTOPOCTEIIEHHEIX IapPCTB
TpebyeTcss HEMHOTO MeHbIlle. Hapierock, 3TOro 6ymeT MoCTaTOYHO, YTOOH! TPOPBATLCS HA CIIeAYIOIIYI0
cragulo."

[TOCKOJIBKY €ro TeJI0 HaXOOUJIOCh TOIBKO Ha PaHHEeH cTaguu GOPMUPOBaHUS dapa, CYITHOCTb KPOBH
IOHOIIIe} 10 Hero Oblyla TOBOJIbHO MOIIHOM. [I3K0H chesnan HeGobioi mopes Ha 16y TepHepa, OgHOTO
13 KOpoyeu CeKThl KpoBaBhixX [IbIBOOB.

KpoBs Ovlnia OLICTPO M3BJIeUEHA, U Teo [I)KOHA NaHbTSAHL HEMEJIEHHO BIKUTAJI0 KPOBb B
cooTBeTCTBUM C beccmepTHBRIM TomoM Acyphl. ETo Teno qaHbTSHb Hayaslo HallOJIHSATHCS CUIIOH,
Me[IJIeHHO, HO BePHO MpubuKas CBOY YPOBEeHb K CpefiHel cTamuu apcTBa PopMupoBanus fAmpa.

OnHaKO 3CCeHIM KPOBY 3aKOHUMIACh Ipexkae, yeM [[3KOH CMOT IIPOABUHYTHCS BIIEpPe[, XOTS 9TOr0 1
clefoBasio oxupaTh. OH U3BJIEK 3CCEHLNI0 KPOBU U3 APYroro Kopossd, KalifeHa, ¥ ToxXe IOTJI0TUIL
ee. Pa3BuTue ero Tena CHOBa Hayaslo HEYKJIOHHO PACcTy, HO BCe ellle He NOCTUTTIO YPOBHS
®opmupoBaHud dApnpa CpegHer CTafuu.

Ero rmasa ocTaHOBUINCEH Ha Tene JleiiMOHA, ¥ CTaJ0 HEMHOI'O X0JIOAHO. Jlaxe Iocje TOro, Kak OH
YCIIEIIHO OTOMCTHJI 3a Paccena, OH Bce ellle YyBCTBOBa/l HEHABUCTD U THEB KaXK[bIK pa3, Koraa
cMoTpen Ha [lefiMoHa. JcceHIus KpoBu [lefiMOHa TakxKe Oblla M3BJleYeHa ¥ HallOJTHEeHa
HEeBEPOSITHON XKU3HEHHOU CcuJiof. Ee cumbl OBIJIO MOCTATOYHO, YTOORI IIOKHPOBATH NaXKe CaMOI0
[I:KOHa, KOTOPBIM OOBOIBHO YaCTO UMeEI [IEeJI0 C KPOBbIO.

-'¢fl mymaro, OH 3aCITyKUJ CBO¥M TUTYN KpoBaBOro uMmepaTopa He IIPOCTO TakK. {1 He yBepeH, KaKylo
TEXHUKY OH Pa3BUJI, HO €T0 CHJIa B KPOBU HEBEPOSTHA. KOHEUHO, 9TO ITO3BOJIUT MHE ITPOPBATHCS.'

Ik0H OBICTPO BIIMTAJI 9CCEHITNIO KPOBU U HAIIPABUJI €€ B CBOM JaHbTSIHb. CHla 9CCEHITNU KPOBU
HaTIOJIHU/A JaHbTSIHb [[?)KOHA HEBEPOSTHOM CUJION U OLICTPO IOBBICHIIA €T0 CaMOCOBEPIIIEHCTBOBAHUE.
Be3 konebaHuii, ero JaHbTSIHL Tejla Pa3pyuil 6apbep Mayioro IapcTBa, IPOPBaBIIUCh K CpenHen
craguu llapctBa ®opMupoBanus fAnpa.

OH TakXe IIPO0JIKaJl YBETMUUBAThCS B TeUEHKE JOBOJILHO [ONITOT0 BPeMEeHH, JOCTUTHYB CpemHeH
CTa[iu¥ I[aPCTBa, MPEkKIe YeM OKOHYaTeNNbHO paccesiThesi. Ha mutie JIKOHa MOSIBUIACH JOBONTbHAS
ynbibka. Termepsb OH OBITT TOPA3[I0 YBepeHHee B OTHOIIEHUU 3allUTHI.

-"Tlo kpaiiHeil Mepe, [leMOH NIpefoCTaBuI MHE HEKOTOPHIE IIPEUMYyIIeCcTBa".

CYH.IGCTBO, KOTOpOe CIIOKOMHO OTHBIXaso, OTKPBHIJIO I'JIa3a U C I000IBEITCTBOM YCTaBHUJIOCh Ha I>KoHa.



W3 Tor0o, 4TO OH MOT CKa3aTh, y II:KOHa BCe e11le Oblyia Ta Xe KyJIbTUBAIl¥dA, HO II0 KaKOH-TO IIpu4YnHe
OH MOT CKa3aTh, 4TO B [I2KOHEe IIPOX30IIIIA HeOOoIbIIe U3MEeHEHMUS. Opuako CyLIeCTBO HEe CMOTJIO
OmmpenesinTh, 4TO IMMPOU30IIJI0, HECMOTPA Ha CBOXO OTPOMHYIO CHUITY.

-"Kak cTpaHHO".

ITocne mpopriBa [I3KOH COCPENOTOYMIICS HA BOCCTAHOBJIEHNH. Ero Teo Bce erre OBIIO MOBPEXIEHO
TII0CJIe TOTO, KaK OH IIPUHSJI IIEPBYIO aTakKy B J100, ¥ OH He XOTeJ UATU BO BTOPYIO aTaKy paHEHbIM.
[Tocrne ymoTpe6ieHuss MHOTOYUCIEHHBIX ITUJTIONE TeJIo [I2KoHa MefJIeHHO, HO BEPHO UCIETISIIO0Ch B
Te4YeHMe Mepuoia 0XKUIaHus.

-"K cuacTbio, MOM paHBI He CIIMIIKOM T7Ty00KM, HaYe MHe oTpeboBanock Obl 60Jbille BpeMeHH,
YTOOBI 3aKUThH".

Temno [[3X0Ha, HAaKOHEII, TIOJTHOCTHIO 3a3KUJI0, ¥ OH OCMOTPEIT €T0, YTOOh YOemUThCS, YTO HUYETo He
nponycTui. Cuenas 3TO, OH YAOBIETBOPEHHO KUBHYJ TOJIOBOM.

-"C 9THM, XOTS 9TO BCe paBHO OyIeT HEBEPOSITHO TPYIHO, 5T MOXKEH OBITh B COCTOSTHUH II€PEeXKUTh eT0
CJIeMYIOIIYIO aTaKy. MHe IIPOCTO HYXKHO BBISICHHTH, KaK IIOBEICUThL CBOe 00€B0Oe MacTepcTBo - O, 5
320511 00 3TOM!"

I'ma3a [I2k0Ha 3aroperch 0T BO30YXKIEeHMUsI, KOTMIa OH MTOCIIEeIIHO OTIPABHUII CBOM pa3yM B CBOE
IBOPIIOBOE 1apcTBO. OMHAKO. ..

-"BpeMms BoILLIO. [IpUrOTOBBCA K CleayIollen aTake!"

[TporoBOPUIIO CYIIECTRBO.

B3BonHOBaHHOE TUIIO0 [I2KOHA BCKOp€ CTaJl0 MPA4YHEIM, KOT'Ta OH ITOCMOTPEII Ha CyYIIeCTBO C JIETKUM
HEeYOOBOJILCTBHUEM. EMY IIPOCTO HyXK€H OBIIT elfe 49acC, HO OH 3HaJl, YTO HE CMOZKET CIIOPUTHL C 3TUM
CyaieCTBOM.

Ero 60eBoif TOTOP CHOBA MOSIBUJICS B €T0 PYKaX, KOT{Aa OH BREITPSIMHUJICS ¥ MTOBEPHYJICS JTUIIOM K
cymiecTtBy. Ha ero nmutie mosiBUI0Ch BHIPaXKEHNE PELIMMOCTH, B TO BPEMS KaK OT HEr0 MCXOTUII0
cunbHOe 60eBoe HaMepeHue. Kak TOIbKO OH MOJTyYnIT TAUHCTBeHHYI0 cdepy, BeccmepTtroe Terno
Acypsl u Crienapuit He6ecHoit Monauw, [I3KOH BCerfia CMOTPEJT CBEICOKA Ha TeX, KTO HaXOOUJICS B ero
rapctBe. Hu oguH 13 HUX HE CMOT OPOCUTH €My BHI30B, U €My HYKHO OBIJIO CpazkaThCs 3a MpefelaMu
CBOEr0 11apCTBa, YTOOHI UCIBITATh XOPOIIYI0 OHUTBY.

OpHako TEeIIePb 3TO UCIIBITAaHNE YKA3BIBAJIO HAa TO, 9YTO Oad2Ke IIPK €TI0 OTPOMHEBIX TaJIaHTAaX B IIPOLIJIOM
OBLIH T€, KTO OBLTT TaK XKe TaJIaHT/IWB, KakK ¥ OH. Eciu OBl 9TO OBLTIO HE TaK, TO 3TO UCIIBITaAHHUE HE
OBI710 OBI TAKHUM TPYAHEBIM. 9TO BOCIIAMEHMIIO ero 00eBOH OyX, TaK KaK OH XOTEeJI IIOOHATLECA JaxKe
HaJ[ TeMHU 'eHuAMHU IIPOIIJIOTO.



-"Hemmoxo!"

CymecTBo 0f06pUTEIbHO KUBHYJIO T0JI0BOM. BoeBoil HacTpoii [I;KoHa OBl TOMCTHHE BIEYATISIONUNM,
Y OH He [IPOTHYJI flaXKe Iepeq JIUIOM IT0YTH HEBO3MOXKHOTO UCIEITaHus. [lake B IpeBHUE BpeMeHa
3TO MCIBITaHUE OBIIO, IO CYTH, CMEPTHBLIM IIPUTOBOPOM MJISI TE€X, KTO IIBITAJICS €ro MPOUTH.

CyIecTBO CHOBA IOTHSIIO TTaIel] ¥ HallpaBuio ero Ha [IxkoHa. Cuila, epemnoHsIBIIas ero maset,
OblTa ele CUJIbHee, YeM paHbIlle, ¥ Ha 9TOT pa3 cofepzxKasa B cebe HeYTo Oosblee, YeM IMPOCTO
cuny. [I2KOH cpa3y IOHSJI, YTO aTaKa OyIeT 9KBHBaJIeHTHA aTake 9KCIEPTOB paHHEH CTafuy apCTBa
3akanku MepemguanoB. OT HalageHUs TaKXkKe MCXOOMIIA CUJIbHAS KaXKJa KPOBU, HACTOJIBKO CHUIIbHAS,
YTO 3TO OBIZIO PAaBHOCHIIBHO aTaKe MYIIIH.

IIxK0oH TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KdK €TI0 KPOBb 3aKHUIIeJld B IIPUCYTCTBUU KAXKIEI KDOBH, KAK 6YJITO OHa 6pocana
€My BEI3OB.

II>KOH IMOYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK XkKax/a KPOBH IILITA€TCSI BTOPTHYTHCS B €T0 Pa3yM U CBECTH €ro ¢ yma. Te,
y KOT'0 BOJIS U AyIa ciabee, OymyT CBeIEeHBl 3TUM C YMa, YTO MPUBEOET K ux cMepTu. OgHako [1KoH
TOJIBKO YXMBIJTBHYJICS, KOTHa OH MTOMHSIJI CBOIO COOCTBEHHYIO aypy, UTOOBI OHAa HAIOJIHUIIACH I'YCTOM
60eBoit BojIel U XKaxk[0# KPOBHU, CTAJIKUBAsACh C aypoy cyuiecTB. OH 3aKpuyaj Ha CYIIECTBO U30 BCEX
CUJI, IIMPOKO PACKUHYB PYKHU.

~"TTABAM XKE!"
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