-"Kak [oro 1 3aHUMascs caMOCOBEPIIEHCTBOBaHUEM?"

[Togyman [[2K0H, BCTaBas ¥ BHITJISABIBASA B OKHO. JIyHa CTOsIa BRICOKO B HEOe, yKa3hiBas Ha TO, YTO C
TeX MOp, KaK OH Hayajl 3aHUMaThCSI CaMOCOBEPIIEHCTBOBaHNEM, IIPOIIJIO II0 MEHbIIIEH Mepe
HECKOJIbKO 4acoB.

-"CTpaHHO, Ka3aJ0Ch, UYTO BpeMs COBCEM He IIPOIIIo"

[Togyman JJXO0H.

-"Hy, mymato, riopa cnaTe. 3aBTpa HaYHeTCs HacTosllee IIyTellecTBre".

Ha cnepnymoiee yTpo [2KOH OCUAET HECKOJIBKO MUHYT B CBOEY IOCTEJIH, IIPeXKae 4YeM BCTaTh U

BBIATH B KOPpHUOOoD. BHI/IBY II2KOH 3aMeTH/I HECKOJIbKUX MYyXK4YHH, BBIPY6I/IBH.II/IXC5{ 3d CBOUMH
CTOJIMKaMH B IIbAHOM yTape.

3aka3aB 3aBTpakK y X03siuHA FOCTUHHIELL, [[3KOH CeJl 3a CTOJI U CheJl CBOM 3aBTPaK.

-"B03M0OKHO, 3TO MOs IIOCIEIHAS X0pollas efja Ha Kakoe-ToO BpeM"

[Togyman JIxKOH, foenasi CBOXO IOPLIUIO.

[ToxoHUYMB C emoi, [I2KOH BEHIIIEN U3 TOCTUHUIEI ¥ HEMHOTO OCMOTPEN ropof. B ropome Ob1710 MHOTO
PA3HBIX 3MAHUM, HAYKWHAS OT TOPTOBBIX 3aJI0B ¥ 3aKaHYUBAS OOPHEISIMHU, HO HUYTO U3 UHTEPECHOT0
He MTPUBJIEKJIO €70 BHUMAHWUSI.

-"Tloxany#u, 1 nouny"

[Togyman [I2K0H, TOBOpa4YMBasi Ha 0T OT TOPOfia ¥ HAIPaBIAsICh K ONMUKaNIIEN THHUY JePeBLEB.
Bpanu BupmHencs ropHbii xpebeT CKalK/IUB, ero BepIIXHbI B3[IbIMaJIUCh BEICOKO B HEDO.

[Tpoiiast HECKOMBKO MUHYT, [I2KOH OKa3asiCs Mepef IeCOM U Ha MTHOBEHUE OCTAaHOBUIICS, TIPEKIE YeM
HAIPABUTHCS BHYTPh. APKUM COTHEUHBIN CBET HEMeMJIEHHO CMeHuJIcs 6onee TeMHOM aTMochepoH,
TIOCKOJIBKY T'YCTOM IpeBECHBIN IIOKPOB HE MPOITYCKasl OOJIBIIYI0O YaCTh COJTHEUHOI'0 CBeTa. IloBciony
BUIOHEJHCH OOJIbIINE NEPEBHS MUPUHOM B HECKOJIBKO (PYTOB ¥ BEICOTOM B COTHU (PyTOB.

3ab0Tsch 00 OKpyXKarolei o0cTaHOBKe, [[XKOH YIIyOuIICs B Jiec. B oTIHYHe OT j1eca, OKPyXKaBIIIero
KiTaH OeHUKC, IepeBbs 3[ech BO0OIIe He OBITH OTMEUEHE!, IT03TOMY [[2KOHY IPUXOMHUIIOCH IT0araThCs
Ha CBOI0 MHTYMIIMIO, YTOORI OMPENEINTh, Kyoa UATH.

-"U3 Toro, 4TO S 3Hal0, 9Ta YacCTh Jieca Bce ellle NOoJIKHa ObITh OTHOCUTEILHO HU3KOM 30HOM 00MTaHUS
3Bepen. [Io Mepe TOro Kak Jopora OTKJIOHSIETCS BCe Halbllle Ha CEBEPO-BOCTOK OT rop CKauKIiuB,
YPOBEHb 3Bepeit OyIeT HeYKIOHHO MOBHIIIATECS. [JOMKHO IIPOUTH HECKOJIBKO THEMH, TpeXae YeM MHe
HYXKHO OyZeT Mmo-HacTosIeMy 6€CIIOKOUTHCS O CBOEM OKPYKeHHUN"

Oymarn [Ik0H, mpobupasich 4epes Jiec.



[Tpoiigs memnwlil feHb, [I2KOH BCe ellle He Halllesl HUKAKWUX MMPU3HAKOB 3Bepei, C KOTOPEIM CTOUJIO OB
CPa3UThCH.

-"XoTs g BUeN HECKOIbKO HU3KOYPOBHEBHIX 3Bepel paHee, OHU He ObIu Obl 00JIbII0M TPO6IIeMOii.
Hy uto x. { pa3o0nio Tareps Ha CEerofHs, a 3aBTpa IPOJOJIKY yriIyOnsaThCs B Jiec."

I>KOoH 6BICTpO COOPYyOHUJI 9JIEMEHTAPHOE MECTO [JId Jlareps, Ipexae 4eM CECTh M 3aHAThCA €eIlfe Koe-
yeM. HeckonmpKO 4acoB CIIyCTsA II>KOH BBIIIIENT U3 CBOETO MEOUTATUBHOIO TPpaHCa.

-"TIoxoxke, 3TO CIIy4UJIOCh CHOBA. {1 He YBEPEH, B UeM MIPUUMHA, HO MOTY CKa3aTh, YTO B IIOCJIEJHEE
BpPEMSI MOe COBEPIIIEHCTBOBaHUE MIPOABUTAETCS JOBOJILHO OBICTPO. CKOPO ST CMOT'Y MOCTHUYb 1IapPCTBA
Co3pganusa TymaHa"

HOJIYMaJ'I II2KOH C B3BOTHOBAHHEIM BBIPaKE€HNEM Ha JIUIIE.

Bcras, [I2K0H [oCTall ONUH U3 IPEAMETOB, KOTOPHIE Aajl EMYy OTell, U YCTAaHOBUII €T0. ITO OBII
HeOOoIbIIoN IUCK popMalliy, ¥ IPU aKTUBAIIMU CO3[aBasiCsl HEBUIUMBIN MEPUMETP BOKPYT OUCKa.
Ecnu 6 4TO-HUOYOb IBUTATIOCH B pafinyce CTa SpmaoB, [:KoH Obla OB MpeaynpexaeH. Y CTaHOBUB
nepuMeTp, [IKOH KPEInKo 3aCHYII.

Ha cnenytomee yTpo [IKOH MPOCHYJICS OT KPUKOB PA3NIMYHBIX ZKUBOTHBEIX ¥ HACEKOMEBIX, 9X0M
Pa3HOCHUBIIUXCS IO BCeMy Jiecy. YIIakoBaB gUCK ¢opMaluu, [[;KOH CHOBa HaIIpaBHUIICS BrIyOb eca. B
OTIIMYKE OT MPEOBIAYIIEero JHS, BMECTO TOT'0, YTOOHI MepKaThCs IMapaiebHO fopore, [[?KOH pelu
HEMHOT'O OTKJIOHUTBLCSI OT Hee, HallpaBIsisiCh BriIyOb K ropaM CKaWKIIuB.

[Mongus cnycTs [12KOH BHIIIE Ha OOJBIIYIO IIOJISIHY B JIECYy X BHE3AITHO OCTAHOBHUJICS, MOJIda IO0CTaBas
CBOU OBYPYYHHIN Medy.

-"910 momxkeH ObiTh Kpokomun ¢ Cepoii deryeit. [10xoxke, 3TO 9KBUBAJIEHT COBEPIIEHCTBYIOIIETOCS
Ha nuke CoBepiiieHCTBa Temna"

[Togyman [IKOH, I'TIsIgd Ha XKUBOTHOE.

[TpuMmepHoO B cTa sipaax oT [:koHa Kpokomum ¢ Cepoil yelryed HEKUIICS Ha COJIHIIE PSIOOM C OOJIBIIUM
KPUCTAJIbHO YUCTBIM MPYIOM. 3BePh OB JlecsiTH PyTOB AJIMHOM, U Y Hero OBUIM OCTPhIe, KaK OpUTBa,

3yOnl. OH OB U3BECTEH CBOMMU MOIIHLIMU aTaKaMé XBOCTOM, @ TaK¥kKe CMepPTeJIbHO CUJIbHBIMU
yKycaMH.

-"9T0 HOMXKHO OBITE HEMHOTO CUJibHee, ueM Ameputia u3 2Keneznoi Koxku, ¢ KOTOpoH 51 cpaxkancs
HEKOTOpPOe BpeMs Ha3afm"
[Togyman [I:x0H, MenyieHHO Tpubnuxkasck K Kpokoguny. MenneHHo mogo0paBIIuCh K KUBOTHOMY,

II>KOH OCTAHOBUJICS Ha HECKOJILKO CEKYHI, ITPexk/e YeM I'POMKO PacCMesiThCsl OT CThIa 3a ce0sl.

-"Xaxaxa, moyeMy sl TaKO¥ OCTOPOKHBIN? § MCIIONIB3YI0 3TO MyTEIIeCTBUE, YTOOH YKPEIUTh Cebs.



Iaxe ecnu s MOAKPaAyCh K 9TOMY 3BEPIO M YCIEITHO YObIO €r0, s He MONTy4y HUKAKOTo 60eBOTr0
ombiTa. Kaxaeiit Mo# 601 moKeH ObITh Ha IPaHU, YTOOHI ST MOT ITPOOBUTATHCS KaK MOXKHO ObICTpee"

BHe3amHbIM CMeX U ITOC/Ie0BaBIINii 3a HUM MOHOJIOT HaCTOPOXKUIN KpOoKoauia. Kpokoaus B3peBen
OT SIPOCTH, YBUAEB, 4TO [[2K0H upmeT K HeMy. OH GBICTPO METHYJICS K JI3KOHY, TIOSBUBIIUCH PSOM C
HUM BCET0 Yepe3 CeKyHy. ETo ronoBa spocTHO gepHyach K Tanuu [IKOoHa.

-"IlaBay mourpaem"

Kpuknyn [I:KOH, YKIIOHSSICh B CTOPOHY, eBa u36exkaB TOro, 4YToOh 3BEPh Pa30pBajl €ro IOMoIaM.
II>KOH CO BCel CUIIBI yOapuil 3Beps KyJIakoM B MOPAY, UTO OTOPOCHUIIO KPOKOAUIa Ha3al Ha HECKOJIBKO
GbyTOB, B TO BpeMs KaK OH B3BBLI OT OOJIH.

Pa3bsipeHHBIN BHe3aIIHLIM HamameHueM, Kpokonun ¢ Cepoit deryeil MoBepHYI CBOe GOJIBIIOE TEJIO
BOOK ¥ HaIpaBUJI CBOM MaCCUBHBIN XBOCT B CTOPOHY [IKOHA.

-“ByM!"

XBOCT C CHJION BPE3aJiCsS B 3eMJTIO TaM, T'Ie TOJIBKO YTO CTOSI [I2KOH, OCTaBUB HEOOJIBIIYIO OHIPY B
3eMJie ¥ pa30pocaB Irpsi3b BO BCE CTOPOHHI.

-"Bay, aTOT XBOCT 00J1ailaeT Cephe3HOM CUION. 1 MOMXKeH caeslaTh BCe BO3MOKHOE, YTOOH 136eXkKaTh
3TOro"

[TopyMmasn JI2KOH, YKIIOHSISICH OT aTaK¥ XBOCTOM. BOCII0/Ib30BaBIIKCE TOJIBKO YTO OTKPHIBLIEUCS
BO3MOXKHOCTHIO, [[3KOH GpOCUsICS BIEPEen U U30 BCEX CUJI OIYCTUJI CBOM OBYPYUHBINA Med.

_IIPeB! n

Kpokomun B3BEUT OT 60711, KOTla Me4 IITy00KO BOH3UJICS €My B CIIUHY.

-"Ero 3amrura gOBOJILHO ITPOYHas. JTa aTaka pa3pyousna 6u 3eMHOro Bonka momonam"

[Togyman [:k0H, OBICTPO OTCTyTas, eqBa u30exkaB ellle OOHOM aTaKyd XBOCTOM.

VKJIOHUBIIHCE OT aTakH, [[2KOH CHOBa OPOCHIICS BIEpe[l, Ha 3TOT pa3 ero Med BOH3UJICS B 3BepS.
HecMOTps Ha TO, YTO KPOKOMUII TTOTIBITAJICS U30€3KaTh aTaKH, OH OII03[1all, KOr[a Me4 BOH3HUJICS B
HETO II0 CaMYI0 PYKOSTb.

BBICTpO BBITAIIMB CBOM Med, [I2KOH CHOBa 6I:ICTpO OTCKOYHII Ha3d[, KOIr'mla KPOKOOUII IIOIIBITAJICA
IMEPEKYCUTH €ro II0moJjIaM.

-"Celiuac BCe OBUXKETCSA HAMHOTO MefyieHHee. [10xX0xke, 4TO Ba ygapa A0 CUX IIOP HAHOCUIN



KPUTHUYECKUY YPOH. BpeMs MOKOHYUTH C 3TUM"

Cxka3san [Ix0H, cCHOBa Opocasch K 3Beplo. Kak pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOI7ia OH cO0Upacs HaHeCTH
nocnenuui yoap, Kpokonusn OBICTPO pa3BepHYJICS, 0OPYIIUB CBOM XBOCT Ha [IJKOHA.

-"Apprrx!"

I>X0H efiBa yCIIeJl MOTHSITh CBOM MeY, IIpexke YeM aTaka XBOCTOM OTOPOCHIIA eTro Ha3aj,.

Kpokopun 6pocurncs K [I3)KOHY, HafiessCh HAHECTH CMePTeJIbHEIN yap I0cjie CBOeH YCIIeIIHOM aTaKH.
I>KOH BSIJIO BCTAJI, IBITAsCh IPUMITH B cebs, C ero ryb cjerka Tekjia KpOBb.

II>KOH MTOMHSII I'71a3a ¥ YBUOE KPOKOIUIIa, IPOCTHO Hecylerocs K Hemy. OH OBICTPO BEIPOBHSIJI CBOM
MeY U IPUTOTOBUIICS OTPA3UTh ero aTaky. Kak pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOT[la KPOKOIUII cobupacs
nobpaThes mo [I:KOHA, OH PYXHYJ, B KOHIle KOHIIOB OCTAHOBHBIIUCH IIPSMO nepen [[KOHOM.

-"OH mepTB?"

II>K0H OBICTPO OTCTYIUJI OT 3Bepsl U HEKOTOPOe BpeMs Ha0Iiofian 3a HUM, ITpexkie 4eM IOHSJ, YTO OH
Ha caMOM [JieJie MepPTB.

-"HaBepHOe, MOs BTOpas aTaKa II0pa3ujia ero B caMoe cepane”

[Togyman [IKO0H.

-"MHe 4ype3BBIYalHO IT0Be3110. Ecu OBl ST He Tomall eMy B cepflle, 51 OblI Obl B CEPhE3HOM OITacHOCTH".
I>KOH MeqJIeHHO MPUOIU3UIICI K KPOKOAUITY, IIPeK/e YeM BOH3UThL CBOM MeY IIPSIMO eMy B TOJIOBY,

nongTBepxkaas GpakT youictBa. OH IIOMECTHIT TEJIO B CBOE XPAHUJIUIIE, ITOCIIE YETO CEJI Ha 3EMJIIO OT
0ou.

"¢l cTay CIUIIKOM CaMOyBepPeHHHIM B KOHIIe 60s1. [lake paHEeHBIN 3Beph BCE ellle CMEPTEIIBHO
oraceH. MHe HY>KHO IIOMHUTEL 00 3TOM B OyIyIINX CpaXKeHUSX ¥ HUKOTAa He HeIoOIleHHBaTh CBOET0
Bpara, Kakou Obl cepbe3HOM HU Ka3asach [ HEro CUTyauus".

I>X0H mocTan ogHy U3 LeyleOHbIX MuoNnb TyMaHa 2Ku3Hu, KOTOPEIE OH 3aXBaTUII C COOOH, U
oTmpaBui ee B poT. OH Ces Ha 3eMJII0 ¥ COCPEeIOTOYUIICS Ha BRI3OPOBIEHUH, BCTAB TOJILKO Yepes
HECKOJIBKO YaCOB.

-"[laBaliTe MPOMOIKUM Hasnbine. Moi nepBhil 601 yKe IIpernoman MHe HeBePOSTHBEIN YPOK. S 3Har,
YTO MMPUHUTH Ciofa ObIIIO TPABUIIBHEIM PelleHreM"

Hywman [IK0H, TpogosKas yriayOnsaThCs B JIeC.
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