Meppm{ OCTAaHOBHJIACh, HE IIOBOPAYHNBAACE, U 3dMePJia KdK BKOIIaHHAA, YCTABUBIINCE Ha CTAPYXY.

«Yepes yeTwIpe rofga MHE UCIOITHUTCS OBaAIATh.

U o OPUTHUHAJIEBHOMY CIO2KETY B TOM IOy ATBTEOH [OIXKEH 6YI[8T MEHSA Ka3HUTH».

I poxKalye pecHUIE GEICTPO 3aMEPIIH.

Ona CTPEMHUTEJIBHO IIOAOIIIIAa K CTaPyXe U IIPHCeJla Ha KOPTOYKHU, HE 3aMedasd, 9YTO ee OfeXa
ITa4YKaeTCsd.

- Y10 TH XOUellb CKa3aTh?..

OHa HaxMypHIach, CJIOBHO TPHUKA3LIBAs CTApyXe paccka3aTh Oobie. Ta pagoCTHEIM I'OJI0COM
IIPOMIOJIKHMIA:

- O, 9TO 3aHSAJI0 ¥ MEHS HEMHOT'0 BpEMEHHM, IIOTOMY YTO IIOKa 5 9TO [eliajia, Koe-4To MIPOH0IKao
mpoucxoguTh. - CTapyxa roBOPHIIa Tak, CJIOBHO 00IaIachk C IOOPYTroi, C KOTOPOH [aBHO He
BUeNack. - Het, mpoiy mpoirenusi. MHe HY2KHO KOe-KOT'0 COITPOBOXK/IATh, U 5 IIOCTOSTHHO BIIMIIa/a B
HETIPUSITHOCTH, KOTHa OTBOOHIA B3TJISA. .

Korpga CTapyXa I1o49ecCalla KOH4YUK HOCa W OTB€JIa B3TJIsAL, MeppI/IH BHIIIINTa U3 ce0sT U 060pBaJ'[a ee.

- on!

Opnako, HEeCMOTPA Ha CEPEE3HOE BEIPAZKEHHUE JIUIA MeppI/II/I, CTapyXa BCE PAaBHO 3aXWXHWKallad.

HaxmypusIiuce u CBUpEIO I'JIAAs Ha Hee, Meppus 3aroBopua:

- IToxanyiicTa, He pacTeKalTeCh MBICIIBIO 10 IPEBY U CKaXKUTe 9TO MPAMO. UTO BBl UMeJIHN B BUAY,
TOBOPS 0 Moe cMepTu?

Crapyxa npurnopaHsiia 6poBs U 3aTOBOPHUIA TUXUM T'OJIOCOM:

- [omxHO CIIYYUTBCA 4YTO-TO BazKHeE€e 3TOro, IogoXKau...

- f Tak He cumuTalo, - OBICTPO U CIIOKOMHO OTBETHUJIAa Meppusi.

CTapyxa IIpojoJkajia TOBOPUTH TO, YTO € XOTeJI0Ch, He obpallasi BHUMaHUS Ha ClI0Ba Meppuu.



- aBaiiTe 3aKIIO4YUM CHOEJIKY.

- Choenky? - Meppus mmoKa3aja Ha ce0s YyKa3aTeIbHbIM I1aJIbI[EM.

- ITa, cmenky. - CTapyxa TaKuM Xke XXeCTOM, KaK ¥ Meppus, nepenpa3HuBas ee, IOJHsIIa
yKa3aTeJIbHEIH Majiel] ¥ MoKa3ajla CHavala Ha ce0si, a TOTOM Ha Hee. - 4 maMm Tebe 3TO B KauecTBe
obelaHus.

CTapyxa OPOXKalllMMHU PYKAMU IIPOTAHYJIA 30JI0TO€ KOJIBIIO, CKa3aB, YTO IIOTPATHIIA Ha €r0 CO3JaHue
IIO4YTH BCIO CBOIO 3HEPTHUIO.

«Ooermanue? Yto 3a oberjanue?»

Meppusi pacTepsiHHO B3siIa KOJBIIO.

3aTeM OHa 03BYy4HJIla BCE€ CBOU BOIIPOCEI.

- OTKy[na BaM U3BEeCTHO, 4TO g yMpy? KT0 BEI? U [J151 4ero 3To KOJbLo?

«JTaxe ecnu g ¥ He cMOTy u36exkaTh CMEpPTH...», - UMEHHO 3T CJI0Ba, BOIPEKU 0OLIKHOBEHUIO,
HeMe[JIeHHO IIPUIIUIA el Ha M.

[ToMoT9aB HEMHOTO, CTapyxa MOCMesylach Hafl HEH.

- OTO Tak IyraeT: IPaBUJIbHO [IOCTYNATh Celdac U yMepeThb I0TOM?

Korpa Meppusi IOACTETHY A €e ¥ HAaXMypHIa OPOBY, CTapyxa KMBHYJIa U 3aTOBOPHIIA:

- OTO ¥ eCTh KJII04Y. ITO 1 cHenalia CIeluanbHo Oys Tebs.

- Kimtou? Yto 3a kmou? HeT, ma KTO BEI, YEPT BO3bMHU, TaKas?

- Tl mOMKHa OTHICKAaTh KOT'0-TO, KOMY 3TO HykHO. Ecniu oH GymeT Tebe HOoJKeH, BEPOSTHO, CyMeeT
crmactu Te0s. ITo KpaliHel Mepe, ONUH pa3.

- Bbl 3HaeTe, 4TO g He NMOHKMMAI0, O YeM BBl roBopute? - [Ipo6opMoTana Meppus, HaXMypPHUBIIHUCE.

Crapyxa Imokauaja I'oJIOBOH ¥ CKa3aJia, 4To Meppus Bce PaBHO He MOKMET, faxke eC/Id OHa BCe
00BICHUT.



- TaBali CBOIO PYKY.

- ITogoxkpuTe, 4TO BHL AejlaeTe?

HeB3upas Ha conpoTuBieHre Meppuu, cTapyxa Hajena KOblo ei Ha MU3HUHEL.

- 9TO Jyylllee, YTO MBI CeYac MOXKeM ChesaTh. Tak 4To, eC/Id X0Yelllb KUTh, COejlau 3TO, - U
mobaBuiia, - HUKOTa He CHUMaM ¢ ceOs 3TOro KoJblia.

B utore Meppusi Ha HEKOTOPOE BpeMsl OTKJTIOYMIIACh, @ KOTJla OYHYyIach, ObljIa y2Ke B KOMHATe.

Brnapenuiia pectopaia oOHapyKujla ee CISALIed HalIPOTUB CTEHH V¥ BXOMla B IIEPEYJIOK, KOT/ia BhIILIIa
TIOOMECTH CHAPYXKH.

Kak Tonpko Meppus mpuiiiia B ce0sf, OHa BEPHYJIach B IIePeyJIOK U CTajla UCKATh CTapyXy.

Ona 06paTI/IHaCb K MHUCCHC SJ'II/IU.IY, BIIapgeiinuie Kad)e, pacCcCIIpoCcuB O TOM, YTO TOT'oa CIIY4YHUJIOCH, U O
CTapyxe, CHAEBIIIEN TaM, HO He CMOTIJIa HUYEro Y3HATh.

«H Bce xke...»

C TOro caMoro gHsg OHa HU Pa3y He BCTPedallaCk CO CT&pYXOﬁ.

Meppus Mora 6bl pa3y3HaTh, KTO OHa TakKasi, HO [iJIs 3TOTO el Hy>KHO ObIJI0O OCHOBaHUeE.

BBI7I0 MHOXKECTBO CEKPETOB, CBSI3aHHBIX C 3TOM TAWHCTBEHHOMN BCTPEYEH, U IMBITAThCSI HAUTH CTAPYXY,
HEe PaCKphIBas UX OPYruM, ObLI0 OBl CII0KHO.

«Bb110 6B CTPAHHO MIPOCUTH HAUTH CTAPYIO KEHIIUHY, C KOTOPOU 5 OOHAXK/IHI IIOBCTPEYaach Ha
yauie».

VHorpga el Ka3aJyiock, YTO BCe 3TO MOT OBITH IIPOCTO COH, HO Y Hee Ha maJblle OBIJI0 KOe-4To, 4TO
MOKa3kIBaJIO - 9Ta BCTPeYa IMPOU30IIia Ha CaMOM [IeJie.

Meppus norepebuia Koiblo, KOTOPOe HOCKUTIA, He CHUMas, KaK CKa3aJa CTapyxa.

ToHKOE 30710TO€ KOMbIIO MJIOTHO CAMENIO Ha ee Iajlblle, HEMHOT 0 BEIPOCIIIEM C TEHEHHEM BPEMEHU.

[Tomo3puTenbHOE KOJIBIO, OCTaBIeHHOE ellle 0ojiee MOIO3PUTENIbHOM CTapyXoi.



HGBYHIKa He CuMTaa, 4YTO €M CliefoBajio ero CHUMaTh.

9TO0 HallOMMHAJIO eH, YTO KTO-TO CIIaCeT ee, eC/IX OHa Oy[eT ero HOCUTh, TaK YTO, KOTfia IeByIIKa
IIPOCHYJIACh MOCJIe KOIIMapHOT0 CHa, KOJIBI0 YTEIINIIO ee.

«OHO maeT MHEe CHUJIBI BEIKHMBATLY.

ITo IIPUBBEIYKE OHA YCTAaBUJIACh B OKHO, KOCHYBIIMCh MU3UHIIA JIeBOK PyKu.

Ee mpucTanbHbIM B3T/IS] BCe ele OB IPUKOBAH K TOMY IIePeyiKy, TIe OHa BIIePBLE BCTPETUIA
CTapyxy.

Piokuc, IIpocCiieauB 3a B3TIdO0M MeppI/II/I, C mo0OIBITCTBOM Ha JIUIlE CIIPOCHUII €€:

- Yto Tam?

OH er1ie pa3 B3TJISHYI B Ty XKe CTOPOHY, UTO ¥ Meppwusi, HO YBUMAEI TOJIBKO MyCTOM IepeyIIokK.

OOBIYHO TIOCETUTEH IIPEANOYHUTAIN OKHO HAIIPOTHUB, TaK KaK OTTyMa ObIIO BUOHO LIEHTP TOPTOBOM
YIIUIIBI, HO, KaK OH IPEe[oIoXKuil, Obljla MpUYKHa, IT0 KOTOpoi Meppus BrhiOpaia MMEHHO 3TO MECTO.
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