Tuxuit BO3OyX U PEOKUE 3TTOBEINNE 3BYKHU.

BHyTpeHHee moMelieHrne 0COOHSIKa, B KOTOPOM He TOpeJI CBeT, ObII0 II0X0XKe Ha 3allepToe CHaPyKH
IIPOCTPAHCTBO.

I1o TOoro, KaK OHH BOIILIH, OIIpeneJIeHHO OBLIT OeHb, HO BHYTPH OBIJI0O TEMHO CJIOBHO FHYXOfI HOYBIO.

TyckJi0 0CBellleHHOEe BHyTpPeHHee YOPaHCTBO SICHO ITOKA3hIBAJIO, UTO 3TO He OOLIYHBIN PECTOPaH.

B 6ecKOHEYHOM IIPSIMOM KOPHUZOPe He ObIJI0 HUYEro, HO Ka3aloch, 6YATO YTO-TO €CTb.

CKopee, 9T YUCTOTA U IIYCTOTA BRITTIAOEIIA ITOOO3PUTEIILHO.

- OTO He peCcTOopaH...

Meppust HEOXOTHO IIarHyia 1 06paTuiach K CBOeMY CIyTHUKY.

Prokuc Toxke OBLI B 3aMelllaTe/ILCTBe.

Bce TIOTOMY, YTO OH IIOHAJI KO€-4TO, 4YEero He 3HaJl paHee.

«TemHOTa».

Prokuc OBbIT BEIOAIOMIKUMCS TEMHBIM PHIIIAPEM U BOJIIEOHUKOM.

IpyruMu ClI0BaMu, OH MOT CO3[aTh CHJIBHYIO TEMY, KOTOpasi B OHO MI'HOBEHUe [ieftana Hebo Haf
OO0JIBLIITUM T10JIeM OMTBHI YEPHEIM, KaK HOYLIO.

HOSTOMY Meppm{ IIOCYMTaNa, 4To PIOKMC He MOT UCIIBITHIBATh OTBpPAllleHuEe K TEMHOTE.

Bens cpady mocie Toro, Kak ero MaHa Havasia OyiCTBOBaTh B IETCTBE, OH 3aIlepcCsi BO ThMe.

Ho ceiiuac cutyaius Oblna opyras.

OSTa ThMa OblJIa CO37]aHa APYTUMU JIOIbMHU, HE UM.

OH 60s171CsI 9TOr0 MOMEHTA - OCTAThCsI OECIIOMOIIHEIM B TEMHOTE.

Emy Kasanoch, 6yATO OH BO3BpaIllaeTCs B HOUb TOW OypH, KOTAa He MOT KOHTPOJIMPOBaTh MpakK.



Bre3zamnnHo Y HEro ImepexBaTuJIO OhIXaHHKeE, a K I''la3aM IIOACTYIIAII 2Kap.

TeMa cTana Tryiie, CJIOBHO 3aMETHUB €TI0 BOJITHEHHUE.

P1oK¥MC MHCTUHKTHUBHO IIOaBUII MpaAdK, He BEIIIYCKad €ro u3 ce0bs.

TeMa yrpoxalia PIOKI/ICY, KaK 3B€Phb C BREIIYINIEHHBIMU KOT'TAMHA, HECMOTPS Ha BCE€ €ro yCUJIusd.

Bpewms 1110, ¥ OH 3agbIXasCA.

- 0... Ax. Ax.

YcneiaB ero pe3koe AbixaHue, Meppusi MOPrHY/Ia U 3arjIsHyja eMy B JIHIIO.

- On.

Ero OPOXKallye PEeCHUIBI ¥ PE3K0€E ONbIXdHKe BEI3BAJIM Y HEE€ IIPUMEDPHBIE IIPEOIIOJIOZKEHU A HaCUYeT ero
COCTOAHUA.

- Prokuc?

Korpa oHa mo3Baja ero o UMeHH, a OH He OTBETHUJI, €€ COMHEHUS Irepepociu B YGG}KJIGHHOCTL.

«Tebe cTpaimHo... BepHO?»

Y Hero ObLJI0 TaKO€e BHIpAZKEHUE JTUIA, OYATO OH CheJl HE3PEeIblid QPYKT.

«IToBepUTH HE MOTY, UTO TEMHBIN Mar OOUTCS TaKOro (pajbIIMBOrO yXKaca.

ITO BCe PaBHO YTO phiGa, OOSIIasICs BOMEL.

He npocto Bombl. CKopee, Kak prifa, UCITyTaBIIasiCs BOOH B YaIlKe».

Meppus paccMmesiyiach Hafl CBOMME MBICTISIMU U 3arjigHyJa PIOKKUCY B JUIIO.

OH He MOT He 3aMETHUTh €€, CTOABIIYIO ITPSIMO HAITPOTHB.

OHa MeqnJIeHHO B3siyla PIoKuca, Yy KOTOPOTO yKe Ayllla yIjia B IATKY, 38 PYKY, YTOOHL YCIIOKOUTh.



- Prokuc, ycmokoics. Bce B mopsaaxke.

Tony6ast 9HEPrus U3 ee PyK Iepelia B pyku Piokuca.

«Jlepeka 3TO YCIIOKOUJIO. A Ha 3TOr0 apHs MOAEUCTBYeT?»

Meppus, He 0co6eHHO Beps B 3¢(HeKT, TocMOTpeta PIOKKCY B r'a3a, YTOOH YOOCTOBEPHUTHCS,
cpaboTano unu HeT.

K cuacTrio, B3r/147 Prokvca mocTeneHHo C(bOKy'CI/IpOBaTICH CHOBaA: TO JIX N3-3ad CHUJIBI MeppHH, TO JIK
IIOTOMY, 4YTO IIPOIIJIIO KaKOE€-TO BpeMs.

- P1o... KHC... THL... B IOpsOKe?

OH oTBeJ oT Meppuu B3TJISH, CIIOBHO MYy HYKHO OBIIIO Ha YTO-TO IIOCMOTPETh.

- Prokuc, TH B mopsiake?

- Ax...

Bo3moxHo, mpupns B cebst, PrOKKC u30an KOPOTKOe BOCKJIMITAHKME U CeJIal Iar Ha3ajl,.

Korga ux compuKacaBIIHecs PyKH OIMYCTUIIMCh, CHIIa, TIepeTeKaBIas K HeMy, TOXe IIpeKpaTuiia
OBUKEHUE.

Prokuc 00XBaTul MU0 PyKaMH, OIIyIas, Kak 10 TeJly pa3/jnuBaeTCs CIIOKOMCTBYE.

Iemno OBLIIO B JIETKOM CMYyILIEeHUH, KOTOPOE OH MCIIBITAJI, C006pa3I/IB, 4YTO IIPOUCXOOUT, U B crabbIx
9MOIUAX, KOTOPEIE OH IIOCJIE€ OOJITUX OXKUITaHUU OIIYTUJI CO CTOPOHEI MeppHH

Meppus, rsas Ha CMyIIeHHOro PIoK¥ca, CKJIOHWIIA TOJIOBY.

«TTomy4aeTcs, [Jis TEMHOT'0 Mara mmo3op - 605ThCsI TeMHOTHL. Hy, MOXKET, UTO-TO B 3TOM POME».

Meppusi, KoTopas He Gblsla BOIIIEOHUIEH U Jaxke He Oblla K HeMy 6/13Ka, HHTepIIpeTUpoBaja ero
CMyIIIeHUE TakK.



Korga JEBYIIIKa IIPHUIJIa K 3TOMY 3aK/ITI0O9YEHHI0, eyl IT0Ka3alocCh, 6YI[TO OHa HalllyIlajia €ro crmaboe
MeCTO.

Ona He OnIyTa 0COOEHHO IOBOIbHA TEM, YTO y3HaJIa, HO ¥ caMa He cumMTasa cebsl ueanbHOU - ¥ BCEX
eCTb CBOM u3bsHK. OHA He cTajia OBl UTHOPUPOBATH YyXKUe CIab0CTH.

Meppus moxJonana ero o pykKe, yCroKauBas.

- Tel 4TO, UCyTancsa?

OHa HexXHO 0eCIIOKOMJIaCh 0 HEM U MSTKO ITOXJIONEIBaja. PIOKNC efiBa coepKa IOTOK ITIyTIOCTEH,
PBYIIUICS U3 HETO.

OH 0TBeTUJI KUBKOM, 3a7jaBasiCb BOIIPOCOM, 3aMETHUT JIX OHa KPACHOTY BOKDPYT €ro Ijia3, Koraa OHU
TIOCMOTPENH OPYT Ha ApyTa.

E#t Ka3amoch, 4TO OH He B MOPSIAKE, U 3TO BRI3bIBAIO Yy Meppuu OeCIIOKOHCTRO.

Ona IMOYYBCTBOBaJla CBOX OTBETCTBEHHOCTEL 3d HET'O X TBEPHOO CKa3alla:

- Bce B mopsimke. Ecnu Te6e CTpaIHO, IPOCTO CMOTPY MHE B CIIMHY ¥ MU PAOOM CO MHOM.

Meppus npotsHya Prokucy pyky.

9710 Obls1 6€3MONIBHEIN 3HAK, TPOCHOa MOaTh PYKY.

Piokuc monsn ee HaMepeHUd U IMMOJI0ZKHUJI CBOM IIAJIbIIBI Ha €€ MaJIEHBKYIO JIaAOHb.

Meppusi crerka yaslOHYIach, YBUAEB, KaK OH, CJIOBHO MaJIeHbKUM IIIEHOK, 0CTIa0u CBOO
OOUTEIbHOCTD.

- [aBaii BEIIIEM HapyXy.

Be33aboTHEIE clI0Ba Meppuu 3apOHUIIU JIeTKIe COMHEHUS B cepalle Piokuca u rimy00K0 YKOPEHUIHUCE.

CoMHeHUS, KOTOPEIE OHA IIOCEAIIa, OCTAJINCh B €T0 CO3HAHHH.



MeneHHO u HEYKJIOHHO - TakK, 9TO JdaXKe CaM PiokucC 3TOTO HE 3aMeTuIl.
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