OH ellle He yCIIeI HUYETo CcheaTh, ¥ 00jee TOTO - Y Hero He ObIJI0 HUKAKUX IYPHBIX HAMEPEHUH,
OIOHAKO €r0 JIUI[O IbIJIAJI0 OT CMYIIEeHUS, TOCKOJIbKY OH OBUT MOMMaH B HEJIOBKOM CUTYyaIlUH.

- 0x, 4...

Prokuc, KOTOPHIM He ycnen yopaTh CBOIO APOKAIIYIO PYKY, 3aMondai. Ero nuio He GbIIO CKPHITO
MaCKOH.

XoTs meByIKa Oblla IIbsTHA, €CNTM OHA B JaJIbHEHIIIEM CMOXKET BCIIOMHUTD €T0 JIUI0, 3TO MOXKET
IIOCTaBUTb €My HEKOTOpEIe HeynoOCTBa.

Kak TO/NbKO UX I'la3a BCTPETUIUCDH, PIOKMC CKIIOHUIT TOJIOBY U ITOAYMaJl, YTO EMY CJIeyeT OCTABUTh
Kanukca u oTIipaBUTHCS B 0COOHSK. [ToKa OH HaxofguJjcs B pa3gyMbsax, Meppusi ciierka cxkaja ero
PYKY, NeXallyio y Hee Ha IIeye.

YIuBUBINIKMCH, MYyKUKMHA IOIBLITAJICS OTHEPHYTh CBOIO PYKY, OMHAKO Meppusi, Ka3anoch, He
BO3paxkasla ¥ OTPOHYJIACh CBOEH JTaflOHbI0 N0 PACTEPSHHOTO JIUIla MyXKYUHBI.

- Yro Takoe? Thl CHOBa He MOXKEIIb YCHYTh? - CKa3aJia JeByIIKa APYXKe0OHEIM T'0lI0COM, CIIOBHO
TIBITAsICh YOal0KaTh pebeHKa, KOTOPHIA XOTeJN, HO He MOT YCHYTb.

T'omy6oe cBedeHUeE MOSIBUIIOCH U3 €€ PYKU. PIOKKC MOYyBCTBOBAJ, UTO ThMa, THEM U HOUBIO
JKeJlalolas IPOTJIOTUTh €0 TeJlo, HAKOHEI-TO YCIIOKOUTIach, CJIOBHO peyHas riafb.

«4qro?..»

My}K‘-II/IHa OBIJT HACTOJILKO CMyLIEeH IMPOUCXOOAIINM, YTO JaXKe He CMEJI MOPTHYTE.

Ha camomMm pene TOIBKO ero caMbli OHKaANUIINY IIOMOITHHUK 3HAI O TOM, YTO ITPOMU3O0IIIIO0 B TOT [IEHb,
KOTZla CJIy4MJIach «Tparefusl BEJIMKOT0 repuora».

[Tomumo CMEPTH repliora, BCIIBIIIKA TEMHOM Maru¥ OCTaBHUIIa ellle OOUH ImrpaM Ha ceppale MaJlIbYHKKa.

C Tex cambIx II0p H3-3a IIOCIIeCTBUY BCIIJIECKA Maruu OH OBLI BBEIHY2KI€H 2KUTH CIIOBHO B OTHE U
MYYHUTBCA OT 6eCCOHHI/II_IBI. YT005BI COBJIQATh C 3TOM TEMHOH 3Hep1"1/1e171, €My IIPUXOOMJIOCH ITOOABIIATH
1 KOHTPOJIXPOBATE CBOMX 3MOIIMHK, HE IIO3BOJIASA B30PBATHCSA €0 HEPBAM, KOTOPEIE U TAaK IIOCTOSIHHO
OBLITH HATAHYTHI, CJIOBHO CTPYHaA.

[Tocne monroro MonyaHus PIOKUC MTOTHSI I'OJIOBY ¥ POXKAIIMMY I'Jla3aMy TIOCMOTPeT Ha Meppuio.
OH IpUHSI HEXKHOe TPUKOCHOBEHHUE NEBYIIKH, CJIOBHO ITIOIIAB B €€ TIJIEH.



BCKOpe, 3aKOHYHUB HEXKHO JIaCKaTh €TI0 IIEKU, €€ KPAaCHUBhEIE T'YGI:»I PaCTAHYIIUCH B HeXHOHU YHLI6Ke.

- Teneps Tebe nyuine, Jepek?

Ee ronoc 6T TaKUM XK€ CITagKUM, Kak U yIbr0Ka.

Prokuc, KoTopoMy, Kak OHa ¥ CKa3aJjla, ¥ IIpaBfa CTaJjo JIy4llle, KUBHYJI, XOTS U He 3HaJI, KTO TaKOu
llepexk.

«KT0 3ta xeumuua? OHa BegbMa?»

HOJIO3pI/ITeJ'[bHaH OEBYIIIKa, CIIPDABUBIIAACSA C €0 HEeOyT oM, KOTOprfI He MOI'JIX BBEIJIEHUTH HU
CBSIIIEHHUKH, HU Maru. Ero HaCTOPO2KEHHOCTE OJINIaCh HEOOJITO.

«41 4yBCTBYI0, KaK TSXKeJIeI0T MOU BeKU. YCTalIOCTh, YTO HaKallJIuBajach rofjlaMu, MI'HOBEHHO
ucnapunack 6e3 ciena. 1 BIepBble 3a HOJIT0e BPpEMS YyBCTBYIO ce0sT HAaCTOJIbKO YMUPOTBOPEHHO. »

['maza Prokuca MoCTENEHHO 3aKPHIIUCH.

«[To KaKOU-TO IPUYKHE 5 HE XOTeJI IOTEPSTH OIIyIeHNe ee IPUKOCHOBEHUH, II03TOMY CJIerKa cxKal
ee PyKy.»

Myx4rHa ObIT TOX0XK Ha MPOCTYKEeHHOT0 pebeHKa, UINYIIero IpUKOCHOBeHUH MaTtepu. Korga ux
TIAJIBITH TIEPEIIeTUCh, Meppusi, KOTopas I0-CBOMCKY MPUTSHYJIa MyXKUKMHY K cebe, YI0XKUIIa ero
psimoM ¢ coboii.

- 9Ta CeCTPEHKa OTKPOeT Tebe CEeKpPET Xopoiiero CHa - nouenyﬁ.

Meppust MPUKOCHYJIaCh YKa3aTEIbHEIM HAJBIIEM K CBOMM T'y6aM ¥ IpUKala ero. PIOKKC, BIIEpBLIE
CTOJIKHYBIIUUCS C TOOOOHKIM oOpallleHreM, CIOBHO OKaMeHeJI.

- XMM...

[Tocne 3TuX CI0B, CKa3aHHBIX CIIAJKUM I'0JIOCOM, NEBYIIKA ONHUM [ABUKEHUEM NpHUOIN3UIach K ero
nuny. U 3atem...

*ymok*

Ona cxBaTtuna Piokuca 3a Ieku u OLICTPO ImoIieoBana. [TomenoBas ero B HOC, 7100 U IeKu, Meppus
YIOBJIETBOPEHHO CKJIOHHUJIA rooBy. OHA Moriafguia pacTepsHHOTo PioKuca o TOJI0Be U BECEJI0
paccmesinach, CIOBHO YMUSASICh €r0 peakluu. PIOKKC, KOTOPHIM COBEPIIEHHO He TIOHUMAJ, YTO



IIPOUCXOOUT, 3aPEIJICA JIMITOM B KPOBATE.

- CIOKOMHOM HOYH.

Y6arokaHHbIM HEKHEIMU U YCIIOKAWBAIOIIMMHE IIOTIaXKUBAHUSIMU [IEBYLIKY, OH OB HE B CHJIaX
11060POTE COH. DTO ORI MPUSATHHEIN COH, B KOTOPOM He OBIJI0O MeCTa KOIIMapaM U U3HYPSIOIIUM
TOJIOBHBLIM OOJISIM.

)%k

- Bama Certnocth, 3T0 Kanukc.

B TOT ;meHs, mocnie BcTpeuu ¢ Meppueit, 3acHyBuIero Prokuca pa36ynun Kanukc. OnHAKO BTOpas
TI0JI0BMHA KPOBaTH ObINIa MyCTOM U y2Ke yCIlena OCTHITh. PIOKHC, KOTOPHEIN He MOT TOOOPOThH CBOIO
COHJIMBOCTH ¥ Ha4aJjl CKy4aTh 0 Meppuu, 9yBCTBOBAJ Ce0s yAPYYEHHBIM.

«Br110 OBI OYEHD TPYIHO HAUTH [IEBYIIKY, KOTOPYIO S BCTPETHUII Ha 9TOM 0ajy, yUUTEIBas, UTO 5 faxkKe
He 3HAl0 ee UM, a B CTOJIALIE TaK MHOTO JIIOfeH..

omXKHO ObITh, OHA TOXKE IIPHUHSIA 3eJIbe [/ MaCKUPOBKHU, TaK YTO HAWTH €€ II0 I[BETY BOJIOC UJTU
r7a3 MpakKTU4YecKy HEBO3MOXKHO... EQMHCTBEHHOM 3allelIKOM MOTYT OBITH €€ T0JI0C M HeOObIYHas
CIIOCOOHOCTH, KOTOPOM 5T HUKOTIa He BCTpeyYasl paHee.

4 mocTaTo4yHO OTHOXHYI. C CEerOmHSIIHEro OHS s OyAy IOCeIaTh BCe MEPOIIPUSTUS, B KOTOPBIX
IPUHUMAIOT y4aCTHe JII0OU MOEero Bo3pacTa. KTo 3HaeT, BO3MOXKHO, IPOBEPUB BCEX apHUCTOKPATOB, S
CMOTY HaiiTu Te6si. A 1o Tex mop... YTo XK, IIPOCTO MOJOXKAK... »Kanukc, 3aMeTHBIINY H3MEeHEHNUS,
mpou3olienire ¢ ProK1CoOM, Ka3anoch, ObIT Clerka pa3gpaxeH, OqHaKO HauTh Meppuio OBIIO0
IIPUOPUTETHOU 3aavuel.
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