}KYTKOG 0e3moaHoe TOa3eMeTbe HMIIEPATOPCKOT 0 ABOPIlA, I'ie CYIIeCTBYET TOJIEKO ThMad.

C MpayHBIM CKPUIIOM OTBOPUIIACH XKeJie3Has peleTka.

3BYK HpI/IGHI/I}KaI-OHJ;I/IXCH HU3[aJIeKa IIaroB JBYX YEeJIOBEK HaPYUIUJI TUIINHY, IaPUBIIYIO Y
METAJIJINYECKOT'O OIrPpaXKIEeHNA.

Hpoumo He TaK MHOI'O BpeMEHH, IIpexKae 4eM IIIaru OCTaHOBUJIMCH HAIIPOTUB HETO.

YennoBex, MOOOIIeIINA IIEPBLIM, O6paTI/IJ'IC${ K TOMY, KTO HaXOOHUJICA 3ad pemeTKoﬁ. HpI/I 3TOM €ero
B3rjian OBLI COCpeoTo4YeH MMEHHO 3a €€ IIPYThbAMHU.

- ¢ moroBopIO C HEY HaeguHe.

- Ia, Bame BricouecTBo.

PrIllaph, CTOSBIIKY 3a HUM, TIOBEPHYJICS U YIIIE.

OcraBLIKiiCS MyXK4YWHA HEKOTOPOE BpeMs MoJidya CTOSII 3a KeJIe3HOU orpapaoii. Bckope mocie 3Toro,
KOT[a OH IPHUAaJl CUJIBI CBOEU PyKe, 3aMOK Ha Hell C TPECKOM OTKPBIJICS U yIIall.

Myk4rHa BOIIEs B TIOPEMHYIO KAMepYy ¥ YCTaBUJICS Ha KEHIIUHY, CUIEBIIYIO Ha IOJY.

SApKuit TyHHBIN CBET CTPYUJICS Yepe3 OKOIIKO Pa3MepoM C JIafloHb, IIOCTENIEHHO OCBeIasi CUTy9T
BOILIE[IIIIETO U [efiasi ero 00jee YeTKUM.

KeHIHA B U3MSATOM IINIaTheE, C pacCTpellaHHbIMU IIJIaTHHOBBIMU BOJIOCAMU YTKHYIIACh TOJIOBOU B
KOJIEHHN U [aXKe He HIEJIOXHYJaChk.

- Meppus P3kecrep.

Terno, 4TO oCTaBaIOCh HEMIOBUKHEIM, CJIeTKa IePHYJIOCH.

Korpga xeHmuHa, oOHUMaBIIasi CBOM KOJIEHHU, TOMHSJIa TOJIOBY, ee MpeKpacHbie SIPKO-KpacHEIe Tla3a
HATIOJTHUJIUCD CJle3aMU. Beck BepHYIICS B ee MOTYXIIUM B3TJISA[, U CJIe3hl IOKATHIMChH TPAioM B OTHO
MT'HOBEHHE.

- Bame BricouecTBo?

- Tel mocMerta Tak OCTYIIUTS C LIIEeHHOH U BCe elle HafleellbCs BEIXKUTH? - C TOPEUYbI0 CKa3all



AbTEOH, UCIIBITHIBAST TOHIHOTY OT HE2KHOTI'O IT'0JIOCa MeppI/II/I

Ee spKo-KpacHHIE T'71a3a, KOTOPhIe 0KUBUIKCEH OBIIIO OT €ro CEPAUTOr0 I'0Jjioca, TOCTEIeHHO
HaIOJHUIUCh 6e3yMueM. Meppus yIpsiMO BHIKPUKHYJIA, CKPUBUB IIEPECOXIINE TyOHL.

- Xa! Ter - moii. 41 He MOTy 03BOJIUTH Tebe OBITH C APYTO¥ AEeBYIIKOH!

- TeI comta ¢ ymMa. Bo3MOKHO, TH X04elllb yMepeTh IPSIMO cerdac?

- ThI CMOKeIlIb OKPOIIUTH CBOM PYKH MO€eU KPOBbIO? CMOXKeIllb 1M TH B30MTU Ha TPOH, IIOBEPHYBIINCH
CIIMHOU K poxy PakecTepoB, Thl, IPUHI-IIyTrano?

AnbTeoH CMOTpeEJI Ha Meppmo, 6pe3THI/IBO CMODPIIIXB JINIIO, a Ta HaCMeXaJlaChk Hald HUM.

KenmmuHa cedigac Oblza M0X0xka Ha BEIbMY.

On YCTABHUIICA Ha Hee, IIPOTJIOTUB CJIOBA.

AnbTEOH, CXKaB KyJlaKH1 TaK, 9YTO HOT'TH BIIUJIKUCE B €TI0 JIaJOHBb, BCKOPE 06epHYJ'ICH.

*BAX!*

KenesHnas AOBEPL IIJIOTHO 3aXJIOITHYJIACh.

Korpa 3ByK 11aros crtan yganaaTbcsi, Meppusi paccMessach.

- ¢ Gompblire He HY2KHa Tebe. 1o Bce? Th IIEePBLEIM ITPUIIEI KO MHE, HO TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, YTO HY2KOAJICA
B ITIOOAEPZXKKE TOMa PSKeCTepOB.

[To Ge3miogHOM TIOPbME 3X0M pa3faBajicsi 0e3yMHBIN CMeEX...

)%k

- [IpucTynuTh K Ka3HU I'PEIIHUKA.

Huskwuii rosoc crapiiero oduiiepa 3a3BeHeN B BO3AYXeE.



CeMbst Meppu#, Ybs KPOBb BCKOPE UCUE3HET M3 9TOT0 MUPA, CTOSI/Ia Iof 31adoToM Ha MITOIagy.
OpHUX yoepKuBalIu CUJIOHN, OPYyTUe CIe3HO YMOJIAJIX O Iollafie, HO HUKOMY He OBUIO [efla IO CeMbU
T'PEIIHULIEL.

Meppus ¢ cusion CTUCHYa 3yObl, CKDUBUB YEJIIOCTh.

Ona kpukHyna [IleHHOH, KOTOPas HaXOAUIIAaCh B OOBATHSAX IIPUHIIA.

- 4rto y Tebs ecTh, KpoMe AnbTeoHa?

Korga AnmbTeoH mopmHsT OpOBH, B3T/ISIOM II0JaB 3HaK, IBa PHIAPs CBSI3anu Meppuu pyKu.

Ona He IepecTaBalia Kpu4aTh OJaxKe TOrga, KOraa ee IIesd OKa3aJlaCh Ha T'MJIEOTUHE.

Meppusi, KoTopasi He CKJIOHHJIa I'0JIOBY Hake HeCMOTPS Ha YCUIUS [BYX PHIIape, 10 caMoro KoHIla
CMOTpesia Ha ATbTeOHa HaJIUTHIMU KPOBBIO TTIa3aMU.

*I3bIHb!*

3BYK XOJIOOHOTO MeTaJlllld, YOIAPHUBIIETro B II0JI, 3XOM OTO3BaAJICA IIO OKPYyTre, 1 OKPOBABJIEHHAA I'OJIOBA C
IMJIaTUHOBBIMHU BOJIOCAaMHU IIOKaATHUJIACh II0 3EMIIE...

)%k

['ma3a Meppuu BHE3aIHO PACIaXHYJIUCE.

- Oyx...

Co B3m0x0M 001eryeHust OHa MeIIeHHO MODPTrHYIIa.

[TepBoe, 4TO GPOCUIIOCH B I'/1a3a, ObIJT HE3HAKOMEIHM IIOTOJIOK, KOTOPHIY OHa BUAea BiepBrle. Ee 1006 u
11est OB TTOKPBITHL XOJIOMHBIM ITOTOM, CJIOBHO ¥ IIPUCHUIICS 6e3yMHEIN KOIIMap.

«ChenaB riny00oKuH BIOX U MOMBITABIINCH MIOTHSATH JIafOHb, YTOOBI BEITEPETH IIOT CO JI6a, S MOHSIIA,
YTO KTO-TO JEPKUT MEHS 3a PYKY».

- XMm?

«[TouyBcTBOBaB HEOOBIIIOE OABJIEHUE, S OMYCTUJIa CBOM B3TJISAM BHU3, YTOOH IIPOBEPUTE, UTO
IIPOMCXONUT, U 00HapyKKJIa He3HAKOMIIa, JIexkKalllero psSgoM CO MHOM Ha TPOCTOPHOM KPOBATU».



Ero PyKn OBLIIH OJOCTATOYHO 6OJ'H:>H.II/IMI/I, YTOORI CKDPEITE BCE €€ JIaAOHHU, 1 OHN OBLIIH N3PaHEHEI
MHOZKEeCTBO Pa3.

['maza Meppuu, CMOTpEBILIEN Ha HETO, SPOCTHO BCIIBIXHYIIN.

«KT0 910? KTO 3TOT uenoBek? [IoueMy OH CIUT PSAFOM CO MHOM, fiepXKa MeHS 3a PYyKy?.»

[Tepern co6oli OHa yBUfENIa MYKYUHY, JIeXKAIIET0 C 3aKPHITEIMU I'Jla3aMHU, KOTOPHIN BHITTIAEN Tak,
CJIOBHO COIIIeJ C KapTUHHEL. [1070BHHA ero nulla Oblla 3aKphITa PyKaMu, 3aT0PakMBaIOIIUMU B3T IS,
HO Jaxke TaK, HACKOJIbKO OHA MOTJIa BUOETh, OH ObIT 6€3yMHO KPACHB.

[Tyxsible KpacHbIe TYOBI ¥ U3SIIHbIM TOOO0POIOK CBUETEILCTBOBAIMA O TOM, YTO BHELTHOCTh 3TOTO
MYK4YUHBI ObIJIa BeCbMa BHIAIOIIENCS.

«YT0 ropasno BaxHee, TakK 3T0 I'e g cendac?.»

Meppus MoneITanach BCIIOMHUTEL COOBITHS MPEOBIAYIIET0 BeYepa, IPUIOKHUB JTafoHb KO JI0Y.

«Tak, TO4HO, s TIOIIIa BYepa Ha 6aHKeT, 4To OblT 00CyKIaeM B CTOJHUIIE, TIOCITyLIaB COBETA JIMIUT».

910 OBIN TaKoM OAHKET, TTe HYKHO ObIO H3MEHUTH IIBET BOJIOC U T'JIa3 C IIOMOIIIBIO 3€JIbs, a TaKXkKe
CKPBITh MaCKOU CBO€ JIUIIO.

[Tomo6GHbIE MEPOIIPUATHS TIOTYUUIIM 0COOYIO MOMYJISIPHOCTL CPEOU 3HATHU, KOTOPOUM HAaCKyUMIIH
IPUBLIYHBIE (DOPMaJIbHEIE BCTPEYH.

Meppus IoIIa Ty[a, XOTsS CTapasiach He IOSBIATLCS Ha JIOASX U faXKe CMOTJjia IpofepkKaThCs ax
0o Havana OpuruHanbHOU HMcTopum.

«B uTOre, IOAIaBIINUCH MHMOJIETHOMY MMIIYJIBCY, S OTIIPABUJIACh Ha OaHKeT H, GYJIY‘-II/I
B3BOJTHOBAHHOM KHBOU aTMOC(l)epOfI U MHO2KE€CTBOM HE€3HAKOMBIX MHE JINI], BBIIINJIa CIIMIIKOM MHOTI'O
aAJIKOT'OJIS».

K Tomy BpeMeHHU, Kak IleKu Meppuu OKpacHeNn OT CIUPTHOTO, JINIUT yKe HUrmae He OBIIIO BUTHO.

CHayvaJla OHa XOTeJla IPUBECTH Ce0s1 B YyBCTBO, M30aBUBILUCH OT TOJIOBOKPYKEHHUS, a yXKe 3aTEM
OTIIPABUTHLCS Ha MOUCKY JIUIIHT.
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