— ITomoxpauTe, Mucc KukaHTesb.
— XM?
— BBl IeliCTBUTENBHO JyMaeTe, YTO JIFOAU CHAPYKU — 3TO COCEeNH, KOTOPhIe IIPUIIIN 3a IpOBaMu?

Ilymaro, OHU U3 CIIelHa3a.

KukaHTesb onpepesieHHOo Oblyla OYeHb CUJIBHOM, HO U3-3a €€ CHUJIb y Hee He OBIIO JaXkKe YHIIUH
OCTOPOXKHOCTH.

«Y4YuTHEIBasg BCE TO, YTO OHA CHEJana, a Takxke YOMNUCTBO DHbY B MOEM IIPOIIION XXKU3HU, KuKaHTe b
He IIOOXOOUT Ha POJIb OlleKyHa. [Io kpalHel Mepe, celdac»

— CnemHa3 BepMoHTa... 4 cibllllana 0 HUX PaHbIIE, HO 3a4EM UM?..

TyK-TyK-TyK-TyK-TYK.
Jltomu cHapyXK¥ — MPEANOoI0KUTETHHO, CIIEIIHA30BIE — CHOBA ITOCTYy4asu B iBepb. KukauTemb

BRITJISIIENIa 03aJauyeHHOM, KOT{la MbITajlach HOHSATh CUTYyallHIo.

— HaBepHoe, u3-3a JHbU. I HymMaro, YTO OHU KOHTPOJIUPOBAJIH 3Ty 00/1aCTh, & KOTIa YBULEH, YTO TH
IIPUBOIUINE IIOCTOPOHHUX, OHU IIPUIIIY IPOBEPUTH TEOs.

9To MOXKeT OLITh HaAyMaHHBEIM IIPEI0I0XKeHNeM, HO KTO IIPUeT B OTHAIeHHY0 OpeBeHYaTyI0
XUXKUHY ITIOCPETH jleca 3a OpoBaMu?

Kpome TOr0, HE OBIJI0O HUYET0 CTPAHHOTO B TOM, YTOOBI BCTPEYATh MX C OCTOPOXKHOCTHIO.

— Ecnu TH IpaB B TOM, 4YTO 9TU pedsiTa U3 CIeIHa3a, TO, CKPHIBASICh OT HUX, UbI BEI30BEM OOJIbIIIe

HOJIO3peHI/Iﬁ. qa 6}’)1}7 Ha6J'IIOJIaTB 3d HUMH, U KOTI'ld OHHU ITOKAXKYTCsA MHE€ HEMHOT'O IIOOO3PUTEJIbHEIMU,
s HeMeaOJIEeHHO BBIPY6HIO N CXBa4y UX.

— Hawm pelicTBUTENIBHO HY2KHO 3TO AefaTh? He jydlile 11 IPOCTO HAUTH ONIpaBOaHue U ITO3BOJIUTh UM
IIOUTH CBOEU JOPOroi?

— Her. Ecnu 0HU NONBITAIOTCA MaHUIIYIUPOBATh MHOH, 1 He MMOTY YIIYCTUTh 3TO U3 BUAY.
HapymeHne Moelt 4aCTHOU KU3HU HETIPOCTUTEJIBHO.

KukanTens nombexarna K OBEPH.

TeMm BpeMmeneM, [I:kKuH 3aTamiuyl MypakaHa B KOMHATy U aKTUBUPOBAJI pyHY MIOJIBTHI, @ JHbS C

TPperneTom Hab1moana 3a 3TUM.

«YepT... B Xu3Hm KukaHTenb 1 SHbY HET HUYETr0 HOPMaJlbHOTO...»



Kpuaaaaxk.

KukaHTenb OTKpHIIA OBEPD, U €€ MOIIPUBETCTBOBAIM IBO€ KPYMHBIX MyK4uH. OHU HOCUJIM OTPOMHEIE
pyOallKu ¥ COJIOMEHHEIE LIISAIEL, a TeJIO OBITI0O XOPOIIO CII0XKEHO.

— T'oBopuTe mpaBay. Bel, KOPOTHIIIKY, CIIYKUTE B CIELIIOAPa3fe/ieHuH, BEPHO?

IIBoe MY2ZK4YHWH IIOKa4aJId I'OJIOBAMH B OTBET Ha aneCCHBHBIfI BOIIPOC KukaHnrer.

— YTo BHI MMeeTe B BULY?
— [TpuHOCUM U3BHHEHUS 3a HelpeABUAeHHbIe HeymoOcTBa. Ml ¢pepMepHl U3 J1eca, U y Hac
KOHYUIIMCh PACTOIKM...

YcnbimaB ux, [[2KUH mogyMai mpo cebs.

«3J1u pebsTa JOJXKHE OYAYT MOMYYUTh CTPOTUM BEITOBOP M HAMKUCATh AI0KUHY CTPAHUIl NU3BUHEHUN
3a CBOIO HEKOMIIETEHTHOCTE, KOT/la OHU BEPHYTCS B IITA0-KBAPTUPY»

Cusnsl crielnanbHOT0 Ha3HaUEeHUs JOJIKHEI OBIIM BEITIOJIHATH CBOU 3afla4yy IJIaBHO, HO B MaCKUPOBKE,
COOTBETCTBYIOILIEN BPEMEHU U MECTY.

[To 9TO¥ YacTH CONOATH Y ABEPE OKa3alIuch mapou 6omxkedn. He ObIIO CMBICTIA B TOM, YTO OHU
3alll/I¥ 3a APOBaMu, KOTMla BOKPYT HUX OIPOMHOE KOJIMYEeCTBO XBOpocTa. K ToMy ke, y HuX Oblsia
HeKayeCTBeHHass MaCKUPOBKa.

BeposiTHO, 3TO OBUTH CaMble Oe30apHBIe U3 HOBOOPAHIIER CIIeITHA3a.
«f1 mpenCcTaBIAN, Kak JIETKO UMIIEPATOPCKasi CeMbsi BepMOHTa MOXKET KOHTPOIUPOBATh JHBIO U
KukaHTtens. Ho He CITMIIKOM I 3TO JIerKo?.. OTH pedsita BooOIle U3 ClelfHa3a?»

[Tpexne, ueM [[KUH yCIiel 3aKOHYUTH CBOM MBIC/IH, CHAPYKH KOMHATHI ITOCIIHIIIAACE CUITBHEIE
yOapHble 3BYKHU.

9T0 6bII0 U3-3a TOTO, 4TO KuKaHTEeh BRIOKMBAa JEPbMO U3 TOCTEHH.

— 4 yBepeHa, YTO TOBOpUIIa BaM I'OBOPHUTH IpaBay. M Bce ke Bl IOCMEJIH COJITaTh...

BrirnsgHyB Hapyxy, [KuUH yBUaes, Kak KuKaHTelb )XecTOKO u3buBaeT nocetuteneit. OHU He
BBIZIEP2KAJIU ake [IePBOTO yaapa U yIajau Ha 3eMJIIO.

— Kyxoxk!

— I'me, mo-TBOEMY, THI IPOJIMBAEIIH CBOIO I'PS3HYI0 KPOBb?



[TocnemoBanu xKecTokue u3buenusi, ¥ KukanTenb 3aTallinyia B TOCTUHYIO IBa XPYIIKUX Tela 3a
TOJIOBHL. [[BO€ MYKUYMH BBHITTISIOENH KaKO.

— C Kakux 3TO IIOp B 3a MHOM HaOmiomaeTe?

— M-MHI He co crertHa3oM!

— Yrto? K10 Bac Tormga mocuan?

— 370 OBLT 4.

Paspascs ronoc opyroro MyXK4uHB. M 4TO yIUBUTEIBEHO, OH UCXOOWI U3 lOMa.

Kpome TOr0, €ro HCTOYHUK HAXOOUJICS MPSIMO PSIAOM C IKHUHOM.

«Yto?! 4 maxe He 3aMeTuUs ero aypy!..»

IxxuH B3OPOTHYJI XU OTOOBUHYJICA OT MYyXKYHUHEI.

Ha 3moyMmebinineHHUKe Obl/la KpacHasi Macka ¥ OOTATUBAIOIINI CUHUM KOCTIOM — (GopMa CIlelHa3a
BepmoHTa. [[2KMH 3Hal, 4TO TOJBKO BaXKHbIE JIUAEPH HOCAT KpacHble MacKy AJIS JIUIIA.

Kukanrerns, KOTOpas OBlna cierka HallyTaHa IIPOUCXOOAIIMUM, OTIIYCTHUIIA IBOUX MYZKYKNH.

— 000, Tax TH U3 cnenHasa. [Tocnan 3TUX roj0BOpe30B IPOHUKHYTH B MOU [OM?

— BrI, pebsiTa, yBONEHHI.

IIBoe MyKYWH, KOTOpbIE «IIPUIIIN 3a JPOBAMU», VAPAIIH.

KukaHTenb co61/1panac5 METHYTH UM B 3a[] Malr'M49€CKYIO CTPEeJTy, HO YeJIOBEK B MdCKe OTKPEII POT.

— WX yOuNCTBO YCIIOKHUT CUTYyaluio. B 3T0 MecTo 6ymyT BEI3BaHLEI APYTHE CONATHL.
— Ax, na? [Touemy OB HAM TOTHA HE YCIOXKHUTEL CUTYaIUIO?

— Ecnu TH mefCTBUTEIBHO X0Yelllb 3TOTO, TO S He Oyay Tebsi ocTaHaBIMBATD.

KuKaHTesb IIoMOJI4ala, a 3aTeM OMyCTHJIa PYKYy.

— Ia, ecnu g cobupaoch yOUTh KOT0-TO, TO TeOs. He Tex mapHei.

MY}K‘-II/IHB, Ka3aJIOCh, HE BhIKa3aJl HUKAKOT'O CTPaXad B IPUCYTCTBUU APOCTHU KukaHTerns.

910 681110 04eBUAHO. C epBOTO B3rIsAfa [IKUH MOHSJ, YTO y 9TOT0 YeJoBeKa KaK MUHUMYM 8 3Be3[.
KukaHTens ToXKe 3TO 3Haa.



«Temeps, Korga s ;ymMao 00 3TOM, 3TOT CKUMUTAP... & CHBIIIAN 0 HeM HeCKOJIbKO pPa3 B CBOEH
IIPOILJION XKU3HU»
TONMbKO OOWH 4eJI0BEK HOCHUII AATaraH B CrellHa3e BepMmoHTa.

Koposoe umsa PaTy, KoMaHaup 3-ro 0TpsAfAa crelHas3a. byayyu caMbIM fOBEPEHHBIM JIULIOM
HwmmnepaTopa BepMoHTa, 0H OBLI XOPOIIIO M3BECTEH B KlaHe PaHKAH[IEN KaK «IIapeHb C XOPOIIUM
bexToBaHUEMY.

[To cytu, oH OBLT (heXTOBANBIUIMKOM, KOTOPOT'0 TPU3HABAIM HaXKe PaHKaHmenksl. B ero HaBHKax He
OBLIO HE0OXOOUMOCTH COMHEBAThLCSI.
«X0po1110, YTO S UCII0Ih30BaJl PyHY MIONBTH, YTOOB! 3aKPHITh JIUI0. ITO OBIIO OITU3KO0»

PaTy crerka omyCTHII TOJIOBY B CTOPOHY KMKaHTEIIb.

— IIpotury mpoIIeHus, eCiau MBI Bac o0umenu. f nojkeH ObLT 0IIO3HATh I'OCTEN, KOTOPHIX BHI IPUBETTU
B HaIllX 3eMJIH. [I0CKOJIBKY S IIPOBEPUIT UX, BEIHYKIEH OTKJIaHUTHCS.

PaTty maxe He cripocuii, KTo Takue [[KuH 1 MypakaH, a eciu Ob 1 cripocusi, KukaHTesnbs He CKa3aja
OB eMY..

— 9 H"He nyma}o, YTO ThI CMO2KEIIb 3aKOHYHUTE BCE€ IIPOCTHIM U3BMHEHNEM 3a TO, YTO IIpecCieaoBail
MeHs. KTo cKa3all, 4TO Thl YK€ MOXKEIb YUTH?

KuxkaHTens HaHecsIa ymap.

P3T4 maxke He B3OPOrHYJ U He yBepHYJICA. OH IOTy4YHUIl yaap, HO 0CTaBaJICs HEIOOBUXKHBIM, KakK
CTaTys, a TakXkKe HEBPeAUMBIM.

— Buxy. [10BOIIBbHO MOJIE3HO [JIS YesioBeKa. ThH Imojiaraics Ha CBOI0 KPYTU3HY, YTOOH BeCTH ceOs Tak
CIIOKOWHO PSALOM CO MHOU?

— Ecnu 6aromapst 9TOMy Balll THEB YMEHBIIHUIICS, S AyMal0, BaM CJI€TyeT OCTAaHOBUTHCS.

— YTo, ecnu s 3TOr0 He chesnalo?

— Torpga s Toxke Oyny aTakoBaThb. Mos MuCCHS HUKOUM 00pa30M He CBsidaHa C 00ecredyeHueM
Oe30macHOCTY JHBY, TaK YTO OyIbTE OCTOPOXKHEL.

PaTy MeqieHHO TIepeBes B3N Ha JHBI0. C rma3aMu, 071eCTSIIUMEA OT TI000MBITCTBA, JHbS

IMOCMOTPEJIa Ha MYXKYHNHY. Ero xonomHBIN B3TTISL 3aMOpPO3HUJI €€ Ha MECTe.

970 Obina yrpo3a. Eciu uM mpencTosiio cpaXkaThCs, TO XOTs OH He OBUT yBepeH 10 YacTh KWKaHTeIs,
HO OH OIIpefieJIeHHO MOT 1M03a00TUThCS 00 JHBY. A TaK KakK OH He XOTeJl IPaThCs, TO 3TO OBLI
KOMITPOMHCC MJISI YXOfa.



9T0 OB TOBOILHO YMHBIM X0 C €r0 CTOPOHEL. He BaxKHO, HAaCKOJIBKO 371a Oblla KukaHTens, I0Ka Ha
KOHY CTOsJIa XKU3Hb JHUM.

KakuM Ovl CUITBHBIM HU OB P3T4, OH, BEPOSITHO, HE cMOT Obl moOenuTh KukaHTensb B gyanu. OmHaKo,
CpaxeHHe B TaKOM TECHOM IIPOCTPAHCTBE MOTJIO IIOABEPTHYTh JHbIO OMTACHOCTH.

Bce Obisio Ov1 MHaYe, ecnu 661 MypaKaH IpocHYyIcs. K cyacTeio, 63 HEro KOHQIUKT MeIIeHHO 1
TUXO Pa3peLInics caMm coboii.

— JlagHo. YBUmuMCH.

Pary npomen Mmumo KukaHTe s U BHIIEN B ABEPHOM TpoeM. Kak TOTbKO OH BBIIIET Ha YIMILY, €T0
¢urypa ucyesna.

— OTOT KYCOK...

KukaHTe b 3aKaTUIA UCTEPUKY. IIOMUMO TOTO, YUTO €€ IPeCIenoBaia UMIIePaTOPCKast CEMbST
BepMoHTa, OHa TaKXkKe YyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO €€ O0IypHUIIH.

— 4 mypa, pa3 gepxKy OHBIO B 3TOU JBIpE.

KukaHTens B30OXHYIIA.

— Ixuu Pankaupesn. Ecnu Owl 1 He BcTpeTusna Tebs u MypakaHa, TO He MoTy cefe IIpe[CTaBUTh,
KaKas yXKacHas cyngbba mocturia 6u1 OHbI0. He TONBKO 3a HEM, OHU TakKe HaOIIofany 3a MHOM!..

OHbS OCTanach B LIOKEe — Ijia3a PaCUInPUIINCE, a JIMIOO 3aCThIJIO.

— D-3TOT YeJIOBEK... 0-ObII OYeHb CTPAIIHBIM.

[Tony4yeHue B3TJIsIOA, HATIOTHEHHOTO YOUMCTBEHHEIM HaMePEeHUEM OT 8-3B€3THOTO PHIIAps, ObIIO
OPYTUM YPOBHEM M3[EBaTEILCTB 10 CPAaBHEHUIO C TEM, YTO OHA IIOIy4nia B aKaJleMUU Maruu.

— Mot 6pat! A monxkHa noutu 3a 6paToM. Jlopg [IKuH, HaBaiiTe ceitdac xe yugem!..

— Iloxanyiicta, uoute ¢ Mucc Kukanresnb. Bbl JOTXKHEL CECTh Ha TOProBoe CyAHO TUKaH IIepPBLIM
OeJioM 3aBTpa YTPOM.

Ee 6arax mpepcTaBiisia co00i HEOOIBIIYIO CBS3KY BEIIEH.

9T0 BCe, 4TO el ObIJIO HYKHO, YTOOH IIOKUHYTh BEPMOHTCKYI0 UMIIEPHIO.

C y3e7KOM Ha CIIHHE OHa KPEeINKo faepKasa 6pata [IMHTe 3a PyKy, a APYyroi IpuKUMasa K Tpyau
cobaxy.



Ee rmaza ObITM MTOJTHEL CTpaxa.

— 9-3-9, munopa? Hac TouHo He moiMaroT? f Oblla Tak HalyraHa IIOCJie TOTO, KaK YBUAEJA 9TOT0
MyK4YHHY, 4YTO He MOTJIa YCHYTh...

Bce, uT0 Mor cpenaTh [I2KUH, 3TO CKa3aTh el HECKOJIbKO CJIOB o0eryeHus.

— ITaxXe ecu Hac MOWMAIOT, 5 00elaio, YTO BH M Ballla ceMbs OymeTe B 6e30macHOCTH. [ToBephTe
MHe. B mo6om ciydae, BEIOpPAThCST OTCIOfla KaK MOXKHO cKopee OymeT caMbIM 6e30IaCHBIM BEIOOPOM.

TeMm He MeHee, [IXKMH NPEANOJIOXKUII, YTO CllellHa3 BepMoHTa He CleduT 3a JHbEN B
HETIOCPEeICTBEHHOU OJIU30CTH.

«JTo Toro, Kak mosiBuiICcS Paty, maxe MypakaH HU4ero He o0HapyxKuil. BeposaTHO, HAaC YBUOETH,
KOT'7la MBI TIPOJIETENIN Yepe3 UMIepcKuil 6aprep Ha cnuHe Mucc Kukauresns. M BonHe BEPOSITHO, YTO
cnenHa3 BepMoHTa OB OTIIPABIIEH TO3XKeE»

KpomMme Toro, 1mocjie BUepalIHero HHIHIeHTa HUMIIEPATOPCKasi ceMbsi BepMOHTa, BEPOSITHO, 3HAET, YTO
B GerrercTBe. OHM He TOJIy4YaT HUYETO XOPOIIero, ecnu OyayT elre 00blie pa3gpaxkarh ee.
W oHU HUKOTTa He 0XKKOAJIH, YTO DHbS HEMEIJIEHHO YCKOIb3HeT u3 uMnepun. OHY MPEII0T0KHUIIH,

4YTO €ee OTCYTCTBHE B aKdleMHUN OBLIIO BEI3BAHO IICUXUYECKUM IIOTPSACEHHUEM.

— He HyKHO BOJIHOBAThCSI U CaUTECh Ha KOpabib. [IOMKHMO BCETO 3TOTO, OHU, BEPOSITHO, HE MOTYT
IIPEICTABUTh, YTO BBl IIYTEUIECTBYETE B OOUHOYECTBE, IIOCKOILKY KMKaHTeNbh 0cTanach B CBOEM [IOME.
9TOT KOT — 5 UMeI0 B BuAy, MypakaH, 3aIllUTUT Bac.

[TockomnbKy [XUH HE MOT pa3001ayuTh cebsi, OH He MOT COITPOBOAUTEL JHBIO HA TOPTOBHIM KOPaOib.

Ha Bcakuu cnyyail oH 3acTaBusl MypakaHa NIPeBpaTUTHCS B KOLIKY U 3alIUTUTh OHBI0. ECiiu crieniHa3
3aMeTuT e€ nober, MypakaH CMOXKET OCTAaHOBUTD UX aTaKH.

['maBHas ynuia B 11000M CIydae Beja IPSIMO K IIOPTY, Tak 4To [IKuH ObLJI yBepeH, UYTO ero He
3aMeTsT.

Ha ynuiie, 3an01HeHHOY THICAYAMU JIIONEY, ONPENeIuTh TOYHOEe MEeCTOHaX0XAeHe CeMbU JHbU
Ob110 OB HEBO3MOXKHO, He TIPECTIeNys ee.

— Muropg...

— He Bonnyiitecs. OH Benukuu YepHsiii [Ipakon. Ckopo yBupumcs B TukaHe, mucc OHbs. U [TunTe.

OHbs 3aKycusa ryoy u IOKJIOHWIAChk. 3aTeM OHa [TOKKHYJIa OTHalleHHY0 OpeBeHYaTyI0 XUKUHY U
HaIlpaBUJiach B caMoe Cepalle CTONMUIE. Hu yeM oTIM4aeTcs OT ee IPOTYJIKU B aKaeMUIo.



OpHako, Ha 9TOT pa3 OHA He MOWIeT B aKaJeMUi0 Maruy, a [IMHTe He MONOeT B HeTCKUU cajl.
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