— 910 ke Thl, MuIIOHOK benn, BepHo?

VIMEHHO 3TO IIEPBHIM [IeJIOM CIIPOCHJ ¥ MEHSI KPOHIIPUHII, KOT{la MBI HeYasHHO CTOJIKHYJIUCh C HUM Ha
671aroTBOPUTEILHOM MEPOIIPUSATHH, TIOCBSIIIEHHOM XKepTBaM HaBOIHEHUs. BOT Tak — CTpaHHO —
HAvyaJioCh MOE 3HAKOMCTBO C CEHIHOM KOPOJIS.

K ToMy ke, MyKuuHa Ben cebs Tak, Kak Oy[TO 3HAJI MEHS yKe OYeHb NaBHO, Jaxke MOE JeTCKoe
IIPO3BHUIIE YIIOMSHYIL.

— IIpaBunbHO O6ymeT He MEIOHOK Bens, — paccesHHO oTBeTuna 1, — a [Ixu-bemn.

3aJaHHBINA BOMIPOC 3aCTajl MEeHS BPACILIOX, U S eIé HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHMH ILITANIach MPUUTHU B ce0s,
UTHOPUPYS NPUHIIA.

W nuib Korha y MeHs IOJTyYHIoCh B3SITh ce0s B PYKH, 51, HAKOHEI], IIOCMOTpPesa Ha CTOSIIEro Iepeo
MHOM MyxKuuHY. Kazamoch, TOMHasi, HO B TO XKe BpeMsI IyMHas aTMochepa BeUepUHKH He
IeliCTBOBasia Ha ChIHA KOPOJIS, CJIOBHO BECh €T0 HEITOKOJIeOMMBIii BUJl CO3IaBal BOKPYT HETO JIeIsTHOM
Oapbep, yepe3 KOTOPHIH He ITPOHUKAIM HU My3hIKa, HU CJIOBA APYTUX Ji0fel. [0CTH, CJTOBHO YYBCTBYS
9TO, MOTJIH JIWIIb TAHIIEBATh BOKPYT IMPHUHIIA, He Pelrnasch TPUOIUKaThCSI K HEMY U IPUTJIAIIATE €T
Ha BaJkC.

— Tax ThI TpaBAa MEIIIOHOK? — ITOBTOPUII CBOM BOIIPOC MyXKYHKHa.

4 yyTh HaxMypuia 6POBU, BHOBb IBITASICh MOHSATh — OTKYZHa OH 3HAeT MOE Kopenckoe ums? U
II0YeMy 3TOT CTPaHHBIM YeJIOBEK C 30JI0TOM KOPOHOU Ha cepeOpSIHEIX BOJIOCaX TakK yIpsMo, Jaxke
BBIKUJAIOIIE CMOTPUT Ha MeHs? [loyeMy OH BHITJIANUT Tak, CJIOBHO CMOT YTOJUTH XKaxX[y, CJIOBHO
MIOJIY4YUII XKejlaeMoe?

[Toyemy oH Takou?

— Mesns 30ByT Ber, HO Kak Ballle BLICOYECTBO... — Hadasa ObUIO g, HO IPHHI] TOCIEIIHO Tepebun
MEHS:

— 4 cnbrman, yto ceMbst JIrobryel BHE3aMHO yOOYepuiIa AeBYLIKY, II0OX0XKYI0 Ha a3uaTtky. Ho s He
OB yBEepeH, UTO 3TO THl, — Ha yOUBJIEHUE TUXO0 pobopMoTai oH, — f 3ameTtun Tebs. f u nmogymarthb
He MOT, 4To 9T0 THL. Ho 5 ke He cymacuenmuii? f ke He coméen ¢ yma? Benpb He coméen?

MY}K‘{I/IHa coeiall pe3KHﬁ IIIar KO MHE U C OTYasiHbeM CXBaTHUI MEHS 3a Ijieuu. M3 rmas ero
IIOJINJINCE CIJIE3EI, a TOHKHE I"Y6b1 3aApozKalin.

— M-Mo0keM MBI YATH B KaKoe-HUOYIb MeHee JII0IHOEe MeCT0? — mpobopMoTaa 5, 3aMedast KOChle
B3TJISIABI OKPYKAIOIIUX, KOTOPhIE, 6€3yCII0BHO, ObLIM MIPUBJIEYEHH IIJIAYYIIUM CBHIHOM KopoJsis. 060
MHEe ¥ TaK XOOUJIO MHOT'O CJIYXOB, II03TOMY PHIJAIOIINH Ha MOEM IJlede KPOHIIPUHI] MOT CHeJlaTh



CUTYyalluIO TOJIBKO XYy2XKe€E.

¢4 BHITaIMIa KPOHIIPHHIIA M3 3ajia [JIT BeYePUHOK U HallpPaBUJIACh K TEMHEIOUIEMY B HOUU Cafy.
Myx4rHa, B35SB MEHS 3a PYKY, CMUPEHHO CJIefJoBajl 3a MHOM, B TO BpeMs KaK CJIe3kl BCE eIl TeKIH
TI0 €T0 JIUILY.

— OTKyma TH 3Haelb Moe MPo3Bulle «MHIIOHOK benn», M? — He o6opayurBasiCh, CIPOCHIIA 5T, —
3mech Bce 30BYT MeHs OHa Hoxkc Jlobuye.

— 9T0 uMs Tebe He IIOOXOOUT, — BCXJIUIIHYB, OTBETUII OH MHE.

— Kak ckaxetnrb. Crne3sl X0Ts OBl BHITPH, IIPUHIIAM He CJIeAyeT IJIakaTh Ha JTIOAsX.

Yke B cafly s MSTKO, HO HACTOMYUBO yCauia eT0 Ha CKaMeuKy.

— Korpga 15 mpuiiia ciofia? — yTUpas cjie3bl pyKaBoM, CIIPOCHJI OH MEHS, a 3aTeM, CJIOBHO IIHITAsICh
WCIIPAaBUTHCS, IOCIeIHO qobaBui: — HeT, He Tak. Korga Thl mpwuiiia B 3TOT MUP?

W — BHe3amHO — 4 OIIyTHIa HEOOBSICHUMOE YYBCTBO TEIJIOTHL II0 OTHOIIEHUIO K 3TOMY CTPaHHOMY
MyXuKHe B KOpoHe. Kak OyaTo yKe KOrfa-To BCTpeyasa ero.

Ho oTKyga OH 3HAeT, 4TO 5 He U3 9TOro Mupa?

4 3apmymuuBO nepebupara mogoJl CBOMX ofiexkn. Mory i s CKa3aTh eMy IIpaBmy?

— Bcé B mopsigke, — CJIOBHO YHTAsi MOM MBICJIH, BHE3AMHO CKa3al MyXk4uHa, — Thl MOXKEIIb CKa3aTh
MmHe. Tebe, HaBEPHOE, HE C KEM TOHEeNUThCS ITHUM.

Meicnu B Moeili T0JI0Be 3aKpyKUIUCH B 0€3yMHOM BajbCce. A 3aTeM s pacckasaja eMy BCE.

— ITpouio maTh JET C TeX 0P, KakK s IMPOCHYIACh B 3TOM MUpPe, — Havasia ObIIO 5, HO OH MOCIEIIHO
mepeOunI MeHs:

— Hert! Kakotii ron 611 B Kopee, Korma Thl npu0bia ciofa?

4 omemuna. OH cka3an «Kopes»? MHe He IOCHBIIIANO0Ch?

HWMeHHO mocie 3THUX CJI0B IIPpKUHIIA 1 BCIIOMHHKIIAQ, KTO UMEHHO JaJI MHE IITPO3BUIIE «MEIIIIOHOK». Tak
Ha3bIBaJ MEHS MOMU 6OCC, 3aMeCTUTEeJIb TUPEKTOPA, Ya [lo XéxK, Y KOTOpPOT'0, Ka3aJioCh, HE OBLIIO HU
KpPOBH, HU CJIE3 — HUYET0 YeJI0BeYeCKOTO.



4 nopHsMa B3TJISAO Ha CUASAIIEr0 ITepeo MHOU IIPUHIIA U OlllapallleHHO OTCTYNuIa: y MyKYUHH U Y
MOero, Temeps yxke OwIBIIero 6occa ObUIM pa3Hbie YEPTEHI Julla. S He Moriia moBepuTh, 4To Ya [Jo Xéx
¥ KPOHIIPUHI] — OOUH YEeJIOBEK.

— 4 v mogyMaTh He MOT, YTO BCTpeuy Te0s 37eCh, — MIPUHUMASICh BRITUPATh CJIe3Hl, TPo00pMOTa
MyXK4YrHa

Ha MraoBeHue s [eMCTBUTENIBHO MTOyMasa, 4To mepeno MHOM 6bi1 Ya [Jo XEK, — Tak HeOpexkHa
Oblna peyb IPUHIIA.

— 4 He Takas MaJieHbKas, Kak MEIIOHOK bejn!

4 Xe meNCTBUTENBHO He OblJIa TAaKOM MaJeHbKOM — MOM POCT COCTaBIIs Oobine 168 caHTUMETPOB.
OpHako s OblsTa XyMOIIIaBOM, TaK KakK C JeTCTBa He MoTJia HabpaTh BeC, UMEHHO II03TOMY MHeE
YaCTEeHbKO TOBOPUJIY, YTO BHITJISIKY S HAMHOTO BBIIIIE, YEM €CTh Ha CaMOM [eie.

Tem He MeHee, Mg Ya Jo X€ka, 9TOro BLICOYEHHOT'0 TUT'aHTa, S Bcerga Oblyia MaJIeHbKOH,

HonyqaeTc;{, KaK U OJId IIPKUHIIQ, Bedb OH TOXKE — A 3aMETHJIa 3TO Ha BEUYEPUHKE — OB BBIIIE MEHS
Ha HECKOJIbKO I'0JIOB.

— 4 3Hamw, — YCTaJIO IIOTHUPAs I''fa3ad, OTBETUII MHE ITPUHII.

— Bae BenuuecTBO PelHONB, S OPOIIe IPOIIEHNs, HO...

— He HasbBaif MeHs Tak! — BJIaCTHO, HO THXO IIPHUKa3aj OH MHe. JIuio ero ObIT0 CYypOBO ¥ MPAvHO.

— Ho kak Torpa MHe Ha3wBaTh Te0s? [IpHUHII €CTh ITPUHII.

— 3oBu MeHs Ya [1o Xéx.

— Ho... 9toro He MoxeT 6biTh! OTO Ge3ymMue! — B3BOJTHOBAHHO BOCK/IMKHYIIA .

U TyT npuHL paccMescs.

Ero npuBneKaTeabHEIM MIATKUM CMeX HeBOOOPa3WMbIM 00pa30M 3aCTaBiIsA/l MeHsI HEOTPHIBHO
CMOTPETH Ha IIPUHIIA.

— Tak BoT noueMy y Te0s1 TaKoe KpacUBOE JIUII0... — MpoOopMoOTasa 5, Ha YTO MyXKYHHA JIUIIIb
XUXUKHYT:



— ToI gaxe cefiyac rOBOPHUIIL B CBOEM CTHIIE.

— YT0? — 4 mOoYyBCTBOBaJIa, KaK KPOBb NIPUJIMBAET K NULly. Pyku 3appoxanu, — Tak Tel
mericTBuTenbHO Ya [To XEx?

— O ma, u moxoxke, 4TO TH ¥ npaspa [xu bemn.

— Hert! Croit! 9Toro mpocTo He MOXKeT OBITh! OTO COH, CTPAHHBIM COH IIPO CyMacIIeAIIero B KOpoHe!

HpI/IHLI 3aMep, a 3aTeM MeOJIEHHO, CJIOBHO IIBITAACH paCHpO6OBaTb CJIOBd Ha BKYC, IIOBTOPHII:

— CyMacmenmuii B KOpoHe?

4 nomxana ry6el — He Oyny XKe s eMy pacCKa3blBaTh, YTO UMEHHO 3TO IMPO3BUILE — «CYMacCIIefLIni
B KOPOHE» — 51 ¥ MOH KOJIJIETH ANy 3aMecTUuTeio nupektopa Ya [Jo Xéxky. B To BpeMst oH ObI
OJHUM U3 TeX JIIofiel, KOTOphle JOBOAUIIM OKPY2KAIOMIUX 10 6€3yMUs, CJIOBHO OH [IeiCTBUTEIILHO
COILEJI C yMa OT CBOel paboTHI.

HeKOTOpHe JazKe Ha3bIBaJIu €ero OeIeHEIM IICOM.

U BCE xKe s He MOTJIa IOBEPUTH, YTO IIepeno MHOM Ha camoM fene Ya [Jo Xék. Kak He mocMoTpu —
cOOKy, Cc3afiy, U3-3a yrjia — 9TO IPHUHI] PeHOMB.

V3 pa3ngymuii MeHs BbIBEJI KPHK CO CTOPOHBI I'POMafibl 3[aHuUs:

— OHal!

¢ MOprHyna ¥ MocMOTpeJia Ha IPUHIAa TIOMYTHEHHBIM B30POM. TOT KUBHYJI B CTOPOHY TOPSIINUX OTHEM
THICTYEH JIaMII OKOH:

— Mrimonok Ben, pa3Be 3T0 He Te6st TaM 30BYT?

4 nuie moxasa mnedyamMy u OTBEPHYJIAaCh OT KPOHIIPUHIIA.
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