— Yro TH OOGEIaTa HaCIegHOMY TPUHITY?

— AX, TaK THI IIPO 3TO.

Tak BOT 4TO OH UMeN B BUAY. MHe CTal0 UHTEPECHO, YTO OH CKaXeT. 51 HeOpexKHO OTBETHIIA:

— Ou notpe6oBaji, 4TOOH! s 60bIlle HUKYAA He BRIXOMUIIA, U S IPOCTO COTJIaCHIIACh C €ro
TpeboBaHUEM.

— U TH mopguMHUIIACH TPUKA3y HACJIEHOTO IPUHLIA?

— A 4TO MHe ocCTaBanoch fenaTh? Ecnu OBl g IONBITAIaCh CONPOTUBIATHCS, OH OBl pacIIyMesics, KakK
B [IPOIIBIA pas3.

CumnbBeCTp yCTABUIICS Ha MEHSI, ¥ €T0 B3TJISII HaIyraj, HO S U130 BCEX CHUJI CTapajiach 3TOT0 He
II0Ka3kIBaTh. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OH ITPOCTO IT0KaJI IyiedaMu, Kak OyOTo HUYEero He MOT C 3TUM
TI0Mle/IaTh.

OH r1y60KO0 B3IOXHYN:

— U oTo BCE?

— Ia? A dero elle TH OXXUOAJT?

CunbBecTp MpOMOIYa B OTBET.

— Jla, KCTaTH, — OCTOPOZKHO 3aroBopHuiIa 51, HabJomas 3a ero peakunuel, — Tl IOMHHIIB JOTOBOD,
KOTOPBIY MBI 3aK/TIOUMITH YKe TaBHO?

— Iorosop?

— Ia, THI obemian, 4To Oyeldb MIaTUTh MHE KaxXKIbIM pa3, KOrma HaclleMHBIN IPUHI] OyIeT mocelaTh
MeHs WU IIPUCHITIAaTh MHE ITHCHMO.

— TonpKO HE TOBOPU MHE, UTO Celdac THI IPOCUIIL AEHET.

— Tak u ecTs.

— Xa! — CunsBecTp, GBIPKHYB, OTKHHYJ I'OJIOBY Ha3af.



C moent CTOPOHEBI OBIJIO HEJemo - IIOOHWMATE 3Ty TEMY, HO, JOJIZKHO OBITH, OJisd BaC 3TO 3By4aJIO Ooiee
HeJIeIIO, KOT'ld BhI YCIIBIIIAIN OBl 00 9TOM B HepBBIfI pas.

OnHako 4 - cBoeHpaBHas KopesiHKa! f abCONMI0THO He MOTY YIIYCTUTH IIAHC - TOJIyYUTh OeHbIH!

— Pa3Be TH ceriyac He [OJIKEH OaTh MHE TO, O Y4eM MEI JIOI"OBapI/IBaJ'II/ICB?

— Tl - ynuBUTEIbHAS XKEHIIMHA, TH 3Haellb 00 3ToM? X0poIlo, 5 nepegaMm Tebe meHsru yepe3 Huna.

— Brnarogapio Te6s!

4 nopgHsta 00mbIION nanel] B 0TBeT CUIBBECTPY, YABIOHYBIIKNCH €My BO BCIO IIUPUHY CBOero pTa. OH
OpocuIl Ha MeHS CKY4alolLIvi B3TJIA U IPUILETKHY I3bIKOM, HO TOTOM 3aMOJT4all, BO3MOXKHO,
TIOTPY3UBIIKUCH B CBOU MBICIIH.

¢ BoCIonib30BaIach 3TOM BO3MOKHOCTBIO, YTOORI IT03BaTh HpeH.

— Upen?

— Ia, magam?

— CeropHs B MOJIIeHD TH HaMIEIb Teper YacoBoi OalrHel pebeHKa C TEMHON KOXeW U 3eJIeHbIMU
BoJiocaMu. Ecniu THI He BO3pazKaelllb, I0XKaayicTa, He MOria Obl THl IPUBECTHU €T'0 CEeTOgHS B
0COOHAK?

— Bepnneiii pebeHOK OyfeT CTOSITh B TAKOM MecTe?

— BepHO, — KuBHYyIa 4, 904 Ha IOTEMHEBIIee U0 MpeH.

I/IpeH IIpoaoJIZKajla PaCCIIPpAallIiBAaTh MEHA, OCTOPO2KHO BEITOBAPKMBaAA CJIOBO 3a CJIIOBOM:

— ...Mory g crpocuts, nouemy u 3a4em?

[Toyemy? OH ponxkeH ctaTh MacTepoMm Meua umnepuu, BOT royemy!

OpHako s He MOTJIa 3TO PACKPHITh, I03TOMY MHE IIPHUIIIOCH M30e3KaTh BOIPOCa:

— JonxHa nmu s 00bSICHATH Tebe MPUIUHY?



— H-uet! d He, 3TO HE...

¢ mpou3Hecia TOIBKO OHO IpefioxkeHre, HO VpeH yKe Havyala IUKO Pa3MaXuBaTh PyKaMH.

— He rosopute Huuero! Iloxanyiicta, He ToBopuTe Hu4dero! 1 Hudero He 3Hato!

OHa Me[IJIeHHO ¥ HEeYKITI0Ke OTCTYMHIIa Ha3af, Kak OyaTo s coOupanach yOoapuTh ee UM YTO-TO B
3TOM POJe, Yero s, KOHEYHO Xke, JeflaTh He coOupaiach.

4 yneibHynack MpeH, KoTopas He CllyIiajia MeHs, CKOJIbKO OBl 1 HU TIBITanack ei Bce 0ObSICHUTD.

Ia, KoHEeYHO, moueMy Okl MHe He HabpaThCs TEPIEeHU?

4 omHAXK[BL CIIBIIIATA TaKylo IIOrOBOPKY: «ECIM THL TPU pa3a CMOXKeIIb 0CTaThCSl TEPIIENIUBLIM, TO
cMoxXkels n3bexkaTh YOUNCTBa».

— Tl cOemnaelis 3TO OJI1 MEHS, HEe TakK m?

— Jla, KOHEYHO, g Cerdac BEepPHYCh.

— Xopotiio.

4 cmoTperna Ha cniuHy MpeH, Korga Ta nomMyasach U3 KOMHATHL. 3aTeM 5 I0BepHYy1ach K CUIbBECTDY,
KOTOPBIM IIPOJOIKA O YEM-TO Pa3MBbIIIIATh.

Ceropust CunmbBecTp OB ofeT B Oe/Iyi0 HAaKUAKY, KOTOpasi IpeKpacHO KOHTPACTUPOBaia C ero
YePHBIMHU BOJIOCAMHU. § yCTaBMIIach Ha HETO CO BCEM BO3MOXKHEIM OTCYTCTBHEM 3MOIIUH, CTapasiCh
OIIEHUTH €T0 BHENUTHOCTh. OH IIPOMU3BONKII BIIeYaT/IeHe X0JIOMHOr0 YeJI0BeKa CO CBOMM KaMeHHEIM
B3TJIIIOM U COMKHYTHIMHU T'y6aMu. Ho Bce B HeM OBIITO TPUBIIEKATENbHEIM. [1py B3TJIsiie Ha HEro y
MeHS TIOTEKJIH CIIIOHKH.

[Toka s mo0oBanack uM, CHIBBECTP MEJIEHHO IIOMHSI Ha MEeHS B3TJISM:

— TBI TPOXKIKEIb AHIPY B MOEM JIUIIE, €C/IH OYHellb MPOOoJIKaTh Ha MEHS MSITUThCS. — OH
yCMeXHYyJICs U moxJionan cefs mo nmopbopoaky. — HecMoTpst Ha TO, UTO S HACKOJIBKO KPaCHB, TH HE
MOXKEIITb ITPOCTO TaK CMOTPETh Ha MEHS.

— Oy, 4TO 3a B3[O0p.

— ¢ 3Ha10. — OH OTBETHJI TaK ECTECTBEHHO, YTO S IOTepsina gap peuu. — Hy, ma nmagHo. KpoHIpuHIT
CKasasl 4To-HuOynhb elre?



— Bonsie, Bpone, Huuero...O, OH TakXke cKa3ajl, uTo Ero BennuecTBo MiMmiepaTop 3auHTEPECOBaH
MHOH.

— HWmMneparop?

CUNIbBECTD CJIOXKUII PYKHU Ha T'PYAU U XMBIKHYJI. 3aT€M CKPECTUJI HOTH U 3apHIJICS BCEM TEJIOM
norny6xe B IUBaH.

— Mornogen, — cka3sas OH [I0CJle MUHYTHOTO MOJIYaHUsl, — 3TO XOPOLIO, YTO THL 3allenusia B3rIss
VimnepaTopa. Ecniu 0H 1030BeT Te65, MoXKanyiucTa, IPONHGOPMUPYY MEHS.

— ThI OTIpaBUIILCA K HEMY CO MHOU?

— KoHeuHo, Beib MyX [I0JIKeH OLITh BCETIa CO CBOEH JKEeHOMH, 0COOEHHO BHE MOMa.

— JTomXHO OBITH, 3TO U €CTh IPUYHUHA.

THl OTIIPABUIIBLCS CO MHOU?

4 xoTena cka3aTh, YTO MHE He HPABUTCS 9Ta Ues, HO He CMOIJa.

B OpI/II"I/IHaJ'IbHOI;I HCTOPpHUHN I/IMnepaTop OBLIT OYEHb XKECTOKHUM U 6eCHOH.[aJIHBIM. Ecnu g1 X0Tb HEMHOTO
IIOCMEI0 TIOUTH IIPOTHUB €ro BOJIK, TO CPa3y XKe JIMIIYCh I'OJIOBHI.

[ToaToMy, KOTfa s yCIBIIIaNa, YTO 3auHTEPecoBana MiMmneparopa, 1 OTHOBPEMEHHO ITOYYBCTBOBAIA U
pagocTh, ¥ cTpax. OgHako, ecnu CUIIbBECTD OTIIPABUTHCS CO MHOM K MIMIlepaTopy, OH OKaXXeT MHe

YCIIyTy.

Hu ogun VMnepaTop He CMOXKeT IPUYMHUTL MHEe Bpefia B ero npucyTcTBuu. OH - mugep
apUCTOKpATHYeCKOM (ppakiuu, Tak 4To 6yaeT OueHb HEIIPOCTO €T0 YOUTD, II0ITOMY...

— Yro X, mad MHe IOAyMaTh 00 3TOM.

4 He cobupanack yIycKaTb 3Ty BO3MOXKHOCTb.
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