Vi3 OmyTa [TamMsaTH OH MOYepIHy cyiiecTBoBanue OpmeHa ®eHukca, cekpet muccuc OUrr, Hy a 110
MBICJIA O TOM, YTO B HEIHEIIIHEe! CUTyalluu ero 6e3 HaOII0JeHUsI He OCTaBsT, OH ¥ caM mouresn. Y Torga
XJIOTIKH, KOTOpPbIe eMy BpeMeHaMH CJILIIIAJIMCH C HavaJlla JIeTa, CTalau 00BbsSCHUMEI TPOCTOM MPUUYNHON
- almapanyey ero... HauMeHee aKKypaTHBIX 3alUTHUKOB. U mocne BcTpeun ¢ CepeHou momoOHbIX
XJIOIIKOB CTasio siBHO Oosbiie. M 'appu GBI TOTOB OOUTHCS 00 3aKIaj, YTO T'OCIOIWH B JOPOTOM
CMOKUHTE, YCTPOUBIIMICS ceidyac Ha MOBOJIbHO-TAKK I'PSI3HOM CKaMeNKe B TI0JIyCOTHE METPOB OT
HEero, Ha caMoM fejie BojeOHuK. Ero pacnupao XejlaHue MOXYIUTaHUTh, IIOTOUTH K 9TOMY
Ha0II0aTeNo U CKa3aTh YTO-HUOYIb 9aKoe... MOXKET, OH TaK U CHeJIaeT Iepef YXOOoM.

Eue cmemrHee Ov110 O TOKa3aTh eMy LllpaMm... BepHee TO, 9YTO OT HETO OCTAI0Ch. ITO U Oblla
IpUYKHA, ToYyeMy ['appu coMHeBasiCs, 4TO OONBIIMHCTBO o0uTaTeneit Mupa Maruu, KOTopele IIpu
BCTpeye mouTu 0e3 UCKIII0YEHUS TapallyIUCh Ha ero 100, HblHe Npu3HaloT ero. OK0JIo Hefenu
Has3afl, yMBIBasICh, OH CITy4aliHO 00Hapyxkwui, 4To ero llIpam - 4To Ol y HEro Ha 10y BCIO ero
CO3HaTeJIbHYIO XKU3Hb - IIOUTH IIpoIia. PaHee mupokas, 6pocaloiascs B Ila3a, OarpoBas 1mojoca
IIpeBpaTUiach B TOHKYIO JIMHUIO. A 3a IpoLIeflive JHU OH CTaJl ellle MeHbIIe... He UCKIII0YEHO, YTO
CKOPO OH IIponafeT coBceM. CepeHa pa3Bella pyKaMU U IPeAIoIoxKuia, 4YTo ee Kpucrain Kak-To
WCIIEJIUIT €T0, BBIZKET 3TOT OCTaB/eHbl CMepTenbHbIM [IpoKIsiTueM ciep - Toraa, v JlabupuHTa.
BEII0 B 9TOM 4TO-TO, HECOMHEHHO, UPOHUYHOe: CepeHa Kak OBl 3aHs/Ia €0 MeCTO 4ejloBeKa C
CHMBOJIOM Ha JIOY - 30JI0TOM, IIOBEPHYTHIHM BBEPX IIOJIyMecsI] OblI faXKe BHYIIUTENIbHEE €70 MOJTHUMY.

'appu ycMexHyICs COOCTBEHHBIM MBICIISIM, TTOMICTABIISAS JIUIIO TI0f] COJTHEYHbIe Ty4Yu. Bo3MOXKHO,
BIIepBHIE Ha THCOBOM y/uIle KU3Hb ObIJIa He Tak yXK ¥ nyoxa. Ha HeM Oblyla HOpMaibHasa ofeXkaa - OH
Y He TIPEeJICTaBIISAI, HACKOJIBKO 3TO IIPUSITHO, KOTTIa Ha TeOe HUYero He BeCUT MeImKoM. JacTh
moMaiHed paboTh OH yke chesnait. Kaxkablii meHb MOKHO ObIIO TOTOBOPUTE ¢ CepeHol, 1a u ee
IOIPYKKKM YaCTO IPUCOENNHSIIIUCH, YCTPauBas... KaxkeTcs, Osas BepHOH Ha3kIBal momobHoe
TeNleKoH(pepeHImei. A MOTOMY laXkKe 0CO3HAHME, YTO 3JI0fiefiKa-Cynb0a MpoBO3TriIacuia ero
OTBETCTBEHHBLIM 3a 60pr0y ¢ TeMHBIM JIOpiOM, He JaBUJIO CTOJIb CUJIBHO... TeM 0Oojiee, 4YTO 9TH
IEeBYIIKY - OHU fercTBUTenbHO 3HAJIW, Kakoro 3To0...

- 9y, I'appwu... - pa3gaBIIMECS PSAOM T'OJIOC BEIPBAJI €ro U3 pa3MbIIUIeHui. Ero B3rnsaay npeacrano
3penulle Ha rpaHu GaHTaCTHKHU, K HEMY IIOLCaXKUBAJICH. ..

- [Tpusert, [lagny, - TPUBETCTBOBAJ OH Ky3eHa, ITHITasiCh CO00pa3uTh, Y4eMy OH 00513aH TaKuM
BU3UTOM. 3a TO BPEMS, UTO OH TYT ITPOBEJI, OHU ITOYTHU ¥ HE PA3TOBApHBAIIH.

- Hy... 9T0, 1 cCIpOCUTh XOTeN... - HeT, ['appu npeacTano 3penuile ganeko 3A rpaHblo (aHTACTUKY, U3
caMoy IIyOMHBE aHOMaIbHOY 30HBL: CMyIIeHHBIY [lagnu. - Ta meByllKa, 9YTO IPUXOAUIA. ..

- Cepena?
- Oa... CepeHa... - [Jafnu BOOXHYJI MOTTy0Ke M, HAKOHEI, BBITTAJINI, - OHA TOXKE U3 BalllUX, U3 3TUX...

- Hy?.. - Tappu yXke IIOHSJI, KOTO TOT UMeeT B BUAY, HO He CIIEIIXJI UATH Ky3€HYy Ha BEIPYUKY, XKeJjas
YBUIETh, KaK e TOT BHIKPyTUTCA. [unemma [Jannu Oblyia HalycaHa y HeTO Ha JIUlle KPYIIHBIMU
OykBaMu: [I7151 HET'O BCe CBSI3aHOE C Marvei moranaso oM OfHO ONpeneseHre - KHEHOPMAaIbHOCThY,
HO, OYEeBHUIHO, Ha3BaTh TaK CepeHy y Hero sI3bIK He ITOBOPAYUBAJICS. Y ero POOuTesen, KCTaTH, TOXe.

- OHa TOXKe KOJIAyHbs? - BHIIIAJIAJI OH HAaKOHELI.
- [a... - ¢ yXxMBIIKOM cornacuincs ['appy, - a ellle OHa... Cyneprepoi!

- Cepre3no?! - onemmn Jaanmu. - Kak Cymeman? MHomaHeTHas IPUHIIECCA, TPUOLIBIIas Ha 3eMITIO,
YTOOBI CITy2KUTD JIIOASIM IPUMEPOM? - B €70 TOJI0CEe MEJIBKHYJIO YTO-TO, TI0X0Kee YyTh JIU He Ha



O6oroTBOpeHue.

Teneps onemmun yxe ['appu, n60 3T0 abCypaHOE MPEANIOI0oKEHNE OO HE CTOJb NAIeKO OT UCTUHEL

- IIpoTuB noMma HeT npueMa! - pamocTHO npoBo3rnacuna Ceunop Onurtep, Korga ee MOJTHUS
obOpaTuiia KaMeHHYIO IIperpagy B ropy 00JI0MKOB.

[Toka 4TO BCe IIJIO TaK Xke, Kak O0b110 onucano B OmyTe ITamstu. CriepBa HYKHO OBIJIO IIPEOI0JIETh
U3PSAIHYIO BOJHYIO IIperpaay, TYT MPUrofuiiach 3apaHee 3axBaueHHas ¢ co00I0 JI0fKa, YTO ceryvac
Jexajia BBEpX THOM Hemofaneky. [TotoM KoMibioTep Mepkypus 6e3 Tpyha BEIYUCIIUIT CKPBITHIN
3a4apoBaHHBIN NIPOXO[, KOTOPHIM Bpofie Kak TpeboBas KpoBu B omaty. Ho Bounsl B MaTpockax
BOBCe He TOPejH XKeJlaHWeM TaK ITPOCTO OTAaBaTh CBOIO KPOBb, a ITOTOMY B XOf Ioiutu 0oJee...
rpyOsle MeTombl. M KakK 0Ka3ajioCch, KaKOBBIMY ObI HY OBISTM 3aIIATHHIE YapPhl - HAa XOOY B 9TOM
pa3bupaThCsi HUKTO He coOUpasIcs - Ha MPSIMYIO aTaKy CUJIOW MJIaHETH OHKM HUKAK He OblIn
pacCYUTaHHI.

- Hy-c, umem pmansie! - mpoBo3ritacuna BeHepa, 6e3 Tpyna B3BanuBasi JIOOKY cebe Ha IIIeyo.

OTKpBIBIIASICSI UM KapTHHA BHOBb COOTBETCTBOBAJIA TOMY, Yero OHH OXKHIaIu: HeoObsITHAS Ielepa ¢
OTPOMHEIM IIO3eMHEIM 03epoM. [loxKanyl, faxe TPOHHBIY 3al1 bepui ycTynan pa3MepaMu. ..
3eJIeHOBaTOE CBeYeHMe U3 TEMHOTH CO3[aBajio yrpoXKalollyo aTMochepy.

- HeBeposTHO... - mpouenTana MepKypuii, He OTPHIBAsCh OT 9KpaHa. - f 3acekyia 3Tux... - ee
nepefiepHyJIo, - CYIIecTB oy Bomo. Hu ¢ ueM mogoOHBIM MBI HU pa3y He CTalIKWBaIUCh, HO TEMHOM
SHEPrUU OHU M3JTy4aloT JOCTATOYHO. XOTSA KaXKObIY OTHEIbHBEINM CUTHAI MHOTO cllabee Jaxke caMBIX
cnabBIX JEMOHOB... - Mapc 4yTh 3aMeTHO KuBHYJA. Ee cCOOCTBEHHEIE OIIYLIEHUS TaKXKe TOBOPUIIH O
YeM-TO TeMHOM, T'yOHUTeJIbHOM IT10[l BOMIOH.

- U... MBI CMOXK€EM CIIOKOMHO IEPEISIBITh TYT?
- He 3Hat0, MyH... Hu4ero He MOT'y cKa3aTh HaC4eT TOr0, KaK OHU ce0s T0BEedyT.
- Hy, Torma octaetcs TONBKO IEPEXOOUTH KBaApaT, - 3aMeTusna Berepa ¢ mogkou. - Yto?

OcTanbHEBIE ellle HECKOIBKO CEKYHI IJIsIleNd Ha Hee, coobpaxasi, KakuM obpa3oM PyOuKOH cTan
KBaJpPaToOM, IIOTOM ITOKAQ4aJid rOJI0BAMU. TPOMUHKH, IT0 KOTOPHIM XOUIIH BHIPAzKEeHUS B COSHAHUHU UX
OIPYTH, OBITH UM HEBEOOMEI ¥ HETIOHSITHEL.

- Hy maBau, MyH, 3apsifu ee cBoe 3Hepruey, - Mapc nomorsa BeHepe gepkKaTh J0OKY Ha BEITIHYTHIX
pykax. - Y 6ymeM HafiesIThCS, YTO IOJIyYUTCS, - KUBBIE MEPTBEI[L caMu 10 cebe sSBIeHue
HelpusaTHOe. ZKuBble MEPTBELB, JIe3yllre B TBOI JIOOKY U3-II0[ BOILI, Ha MOPSANOK XyXKe...

- Hy... - Ceitnop MyH pacKpbiia CBo 6porib, 1 CepeOpsiHbIi KpucTanm B3eTen U 3aBUC Ha YPOBHE
ria3. OHa HECKOJIBKO CEKYHJI COCPEJOTOYEHO Ha Her0 CMOTpEJIa, TI0C/ie Yero OH BCIIBIXHYJI, Ha
MTHOBEHME OCJIeIIMB TeX, KTO CTOSII O/IMXKe BCEro.

- D1, OCTOPOXKHEMN, ThI, BynKoronosas! - Bo3onunaa Mapc, eqBa He BEIDOHUB JIOAKY.

- Peit, T Takas rpyOusiHKal - coBepIieHHO pedIeKTOPHO BOCKIMKHYIA Ta B OTBET U YK€ COBCEM
cobpasach IOKa3aTh SI3BIK, HO 0CTaHOBUJIACh. [locyie 4ero cMyIeHHO ITOKpacHeTa.

- Ta, Koe-4ero B 9TOM KU3HU HE MEHSIETCS, - YXMBUTbHYIach KOmuTep, 4To CcTOsIa O1HMXKe K Bofe,



roToBas KO BCEMY.
- Hy... Bpome rotoBo! Mepkypuii, 4T0 CKaXxelb? - MyH ocnenuaia CMeHUTh TEMY.
- OHeprusa Kpucranna HamnonHuNa JO0IKY... IOMOXKET 3TO UJIU HET - He 3HAlO.

- 3HAYHUT, OCTAETCS TOJIbKO IPY3UThCS, - Mapc u BeHepa omycTunu moaKy y 6epera. - Hy uTo,
BIepeq? - YBePeHHOCTH B ronoce Mapca OblJI0 MaoBaTo.

Bo3HuKa 3aMUHKa, HUKTO HE XOTeJI IIEPBHIM CTYNIUTH B JIOAKY, TI0T KOTOPOH IJlaBalu BeChMa
HeJULePUsATHEE cyllecTBa. HakoHel, MyH B3JoxXHYyJIa MOTrIy0xke, TOKpemnye cxkajla CKUTIETP, YTO
IpU3Baja, caMa TOr0 He 0CO3HaBasl, U CTYMUsIa Ha 00PT. BOMHEI, YCTHIAMBILUCE TOTO, YTO UX
[TpuHIleCcCca UOeT mepBoi, mepedoposu c1aboCTh U CTYMHUIIN ClIeIoM. MUHYTY CITyCTS JIOOKa,
HallpaBjIsieMast BeCJlaM# B CUJIbHBIX pyKax Ceityop FOmuTepa, yxe IJIbljla B CTOPOHY CBEYEHMUS.

- OTH... uHGEpHaIIb 3allIeBEeNIUIIUCE, HO K HaM He IPUOINKAIOTCS, - IIPOTOBOPHUJIa He OTPHIBAIOIIASICS
0T 3KpaHa Mepkypuii. - BeposiTHO, cua JIyHEl UM He 110 BKYCY! - IOBOJIBHO YXMBIJIbHYJIACh OHA.
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