- XM? Y Tebst HeT MmaTepu? - B rojoce pe6EHKa IIPo3Bydano CMyLIIEHHE.

C ero nulla ucye3 HATJIBIM BU[I, U OH Hayas €p3aTh, HEJIOBKO MOTISARBAS HA MEHS U OBICTPO OTBOMS
B3TJISL.

Pa3 oH mOHSII, YTO HATOBOPHUJI JIUIITHET0, TO MOXKET, OH HE COBCEM IIPOMAIIUi?
[TpocTo st cripaBKK, MHE HOPMaJIbHO XKUTh 6€3 MaTepH.

Ia, anb, 4TO OHA yMepJia cpa3y II0Cje MOero PoXaeHus. MHe Tak U He IOBEeJI0Ch UCIILITaTh Ha cebe
eé€ 3aboTy. Ho c mpyroi CTOPOHEI, OHa [JI MEHS COBEPIIEHHO 4yKO0H yesioBeK. O Kakou
IIPUBSI3aHHOCTH MOXKET UATH pedb, eCIIU g [AaXKe JIHIla €€ HU pa3y He Buaesna?

Ho maxe ecnu OH 51 ycliena K Hell IPUBS3aThCs, MeHs OBl ceiiyac yTelllana MBIC/Ib, YTO OHA
TIepepoauIach Ie-T0 B Ka4eCcTBe MJIafeHIla U IPOKUBET HOBYIO KU3Hb.

Bce ymupalioT u poxkpmaioTcst 3aHOBO. [IpsiMo Kaxk .
- Ja, Mosl MaTh yMepJia, pOOUB MeHS.

- 9-3... MMM... BoT Kak, - MOl paBHOAYIIHBIN OTBET BOTHAJ MaJlbuyMKa B CTYIIOP. I'pyObIit u
caMonoBOIbHEIY KUp cTan Kak-To HHa4e CMOTPETh Ha MeHS.

BHe3amHas mepeMeHa B €r0 II0BeIeHUH CMyTHUIa MeHs, HO II0TOM I BCIIOMHHJIA, YTO 3TOT peOEHOK
TOXKe MOTEPSII MaTh B paHHEM Bo3pacTe. B HacTosiee BpeMs repliorckas CeMbsi COCTOSI/Ia BCETO U3
IBYX 4eJIOBeK: BeIuKoro repuora u Majib4yuKa Iepefo MHOM.

ThI TaK IOMEHSIJICS, TIOTOMY YTO Y3HAJI, YTO Y MEHS TOXKe HeT MaTtepu, BepHO? Ho To uTo Tebe 31O
menaeT OOJIBHO, HE 0O3HAYAeT, YTO APYroMy OOJIBHO TOUHO Tak xke. YTo eciu MHe NeHCTBUTENbHO BCE
PaBHO Ha TO €CTh Y MEHSI MaTh UJIU HET?

Ho s He cTana 00BsICHATE BCE 3TO, 0cTaBUB Kupa 3a0nykmaThCs gajbiie. 9 MpoCcTo X0y YHTH
oTCIOfIa.

- Y MeHs TOXe... - MAJIbUUK IIPOIIENTAI CEPhE3HEIM I'0JIOCOM, OYATO COOMPAJICS OTKPHITH MHE
OOJBIIYIO TaNHY.

¢ BompoCUTEIbHO TOCMOTPETIa Ha HETO.
-V MeHs TOXKe HET MaTepH, - CKa3aB 3TO, OH TYT XK€ MOTPYCTHEII.

Celtyac nepeno MHOU CTOSINT paHUMBIY MaJIeHbKUY Manb4yuK. Kyfa gencs ToT BEICOKOMEPHBIN
MaJIoJIeTHHY IPUAYPOK, UYTO OBUT TYT HeJaBHO?

4 TyT XKe ToxKanesa, YTO TOBOPHIa Tak paBHoOyiHo. Kakas ke s 6ectakTHas! A monxkHa Oblyia
BCIIOMHUTD, YTO I'OBOPIO C PeOEHKOM!

He BceM maHO IOMHUTE CBOIO IIPOMINIYIO KU3HL U CIIOKOMHEE OTHOCUTBCS K HOHOGHBIM CUTyalludgM.
BOCBMI/IHeTHeMy MaJIb9YUKY OOJIZKHO OBITH OOWHOKO 0e3 MaTepHu.

OH Ka3aJiCs MHe 3]IbIM MaJIbYHUINKOH, T09TOMY 5 XOTella OT Hero MoOkICTpee OTBSA3aThCS, HO S He
X0TeJia, YTOOBI OH CTaJl TAKUM IIOaBlIeHHEIM. KaKuM OBl BpeOHBEIM OH HH ObIJI, OH BCETO JIMIIIh
PebGEHOK.



- Bcé xopolro, BCE X0pOILo, - 1 MOAOIINIAa K MaIb4uKy U [I0XJI0Najla ero 110 CIUHEe CBOel MaleHbKO’
PYKOM.

He 3Ha10, yTemuno g1 3T0 ero, HO MaJb4UK BHITJISIIe]] HEMHOTO CMYIII€HHEIM.

Vx, kak HesoBKO! Ho ecnu 51 ceiyac 0CTaHOBIIIOCh, CTAHET TOJIBKO XyXKe.

[TosTomy s choenana BUA, 9YTO He 3aMedal0 HEJIOBKOCTH, U IPOAOJIKUJIA IIOXJIONEIBATE.
- Bcé xopoiro, BCE X0poro.

- Y-yTro TH menaemb? Becé, 3a6ymb. Co MHOM BCE HOPMAaJbHO, - OH CXBATU/I MeHS 3a pyKy. Crabblit
MaJIeHbKUM MaJlb9¥K, CKy4aloL[Uuy 110 MaTepH, UCUe3.

B3mox.

OH Ka3zaJjcs COBepIIeHHO 0OBIYHEIM PeOGEHKOM CBOET'0 BO3PACTa, KOTMa BRITJISIEN IOOaBIeHHEIM, HO
Telephb CHOBA BEPHYJIOCH €T0 BEICOKOMEpPHOoe "g".

4 ommbnace. A OOJIZKHa Onlna TIIOHATH, YTO €r0 OPAHHAasA THYHOCTE HUKYa He NejlacCk.

4 momeITanack OTI[épHYTB PYKY, HO MaJIbYUK KPEIIKO OePKall eé. Korga s BCTPETHUIIaCh C HUM
BOIIPOCHUTEJIbHBIM B3I'JIAO0M, OH PE3KO CIIPOCHII:

- Te1, MOBTOPU KaK TeOS 30BYT.

9TO0 MMOKa3anoch MHE 37I0BEILIMM IIpeA3HaMeHoBaHKeM. Ho g He MOrjia He OTBETUTh Ha €ro BOIIPOC.
- ApeHpguHa 9uf.

- A1 Kupcek PeitH}OHT.

Ia 3Hato g! IMeHHO II09TOMY 51 ¥ XOTeJla OTCI0fa CBaIUTh KaK MOXKHO ObIcTpee!

U Bce emie xouy. Ho KaxeTcs, OH 4ero-To KaeT.

- ...Kupcek PeiiH}OHT, - 1 HEOXOTHO ITOBTOPHJIa 3a HUM.

Pot Kupa mpuoTKpPHIICS, KOT/ia 51 MPOU3Hecsa ero uMs Beayx. Ho oH TyT XKe 0XKeCTOUMIICS U,
IIPOTSHYB PYKY, CUJIBHO HalaBUJI Ha MOIO TOJIOBY, 3aCTaBIIsIs OMYCTUTD €€ BHU3. 1 06xBaTula eé
pykKamu oT 00JIu.

[Toxoxe, OH CHOBa pelIny pa3BlieybCs U3[eBaTeIbCTBAMY HaJl MOEU r'0JIOBOU.
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