['peit mpuOBIT B mepeBHI0 I'omy0oro o3epa u HampaBuics B 1aBKy Ctaporo JIu. [Toroma ceromHs B
monuHe ObIJIa TYMAHHOM, TO3TOMY TPYOHO OBIJIO pa3TiIsigeTh HaxKe MSITh MeTpoB Biepenu. OH MOT OB
noOpaThCs [0 IepeBHU OLICTPee, HO ero OTBJIEKIN MEUTH 0 TpeKpacHoit gee B ero nome. Ecnu Ovl OH
ObL1 OoJlee HabIOMATENIBHBIM, TO YBUAEN Obl, KAK XUTPHIM IIOOPOCTOK MUH BHICYHYJI TOJIOBY U3 OKHA
COCeIHero capas.

- Yro ¢ ToOo¥ crmyunnock? - cripocun CTapeiid JIu, yBUEB TIYIYIO YXMBUIKY Ha nulle I'pes.

- Huuero, Hu4ero, - ckasasn I'peit u 6pOCHUI OBa MeIIKa Ha CTOJL.

- Emme pynsl Tak ckopo? MonomexXsb IeiCTBUTEIbHO MHOTO paboTaeT, xe-xe. [laii-Ka 5 IOCMOTPIO, YTO
y Teb6s ecTs! - cka3an Crapsiit JIu ¥ Hayasn pa3buparh KaMHHU.

CTapI/IHy JIu He BOJIHOBAJIO, UTO Fpefl BEPHYJICA TaK CKOPO, €ro BOJIHOBalla TOJIEKO I'IpI/I6bIJ'Ib.

- Kene3so, Kak Bceryia, BEICOKOTO KauyeCTBa, - OH 0f00OpUTENIbHO KUBHYIL. - ['peii, MOM Ma/lbuuK, g He
3HAl0, KaK U I'Jie Thl UX JOCTaellb, HO s 1eHI0 3To! OObYHas LeHa?

- Ara. Kpome Toro, y Te0st eCTb Kakue-HUOYIb JOTOIHUTEIbHEIE JIEKAaPCTBA OT IIOPE30B U OTKPHITHIX
pan?

CTapI/IHa JIn IMOJO3PUTEJIBHO IIOCMOTPEII Ha HET0: - ... Thl HE BREITJIAOUIINL PaHEHHEIM.

- 9-3... OJIs... IOATOTOBKH. [1a, s IPOCTO I'OTOBJIIOCE, - 3aUKHYJICS ['pelt. - [la, u elle MeIrok xneda.



CrapuHa JIu mozxarn njedamu 1 o0o1Iesn CBOIO IaBKY, cobupas To, 4To xoTei I'peit. OH BepHYJICS C
TEeMHU XKe JBYMS MelllKaMu, KOTOphle IpuHec ['pel, OMUH U3 KOTOPHIX Tenephb OB HalloIHEH
OyxaHKaMu 4epCcTBOro xyieba, a APyrou - HeOOIbIINM ITaKeTOM U3MeIbYeHHBIX TpaB. OH IPOTSAHY
['peto ToBap U NATHAECAT MEASIKOB MEIOYbLIO.

- Yro-uubyns eme? Het? Hy, Torma youpatica oTciofia u feflaii MHe 000JbIIe feHer! - ctapsii Jlu
YCMEXHYJICS U BEITOJIKHYJI €T0 3a OBEDb.

['peit 0THEC OCTABIIYIOCS MOHETY B OXOTHUYBIO JIABKY U KYITUJI HOCTATOYHO CYIIEHOT'0 MsiCca, YTOOBI
HAIIOJIHUTL BTOPOM MeloK. OH CIIpsTasl TPaBhl B KapMaH PyOaIlKy ¥ BHIIIEN U3 JepPeBHU, HECS OBa
MellIKa Ha Ijiedax.

OH He ycnen faneko yUTH, Kak U3 TyMaHa llepefi HIM Ha JIECHOM TPOIMHKE IIOSBUIAach TONMa. Y3HaB
UX, OH pa3fpaXXKeHHO XMBIKHYJ. 9To Obin1 Ctapsiii JIy u ero 6anga. OH cnennrann3upoBaics Ha
BOPOBCTBE Yy OoJiee cnadbIX IaxTepoB, ¥ B IPOIIJIOM ITapy pa3 Kpan y I'pest ero maxTsl.

- Croit! - ckomaugoBan Crapsiu Jly.

- Uto Tebe HyxKHO, cTapuHa Jly, THI 3ps TPATHUILb MO€e BPeMs, - XPHUILIO cKa3an I'peii.

OH mombITancs 000UTH WX, HO I03anu nroaed Ctaporo JIy mOSIBUNTKCH ellle YeTBePO MOAPOCTKOB. MUH
nopoiues K CtapoMy JIy 1 BEICOKOMEPHO CKa3all: - ['peii, HeyXKenu TH AyMaJl, YTO CMOXKeIllb YKPacTh
MeTeopUTHOe XkKeJe30 6e3 nocnencTBuii? Tebe mydllle MOTUXOHBKY COATh METEOPUTHOE KeJe30
MHaye... pe3ynbTaT Tebe He TOHPABUTCS.



OH mBITAJICS BHITISIETD YTPOXKAIOIIE, HO BRITJISIEN IIPOCTO TIIYIIO CO CBOMM TOIIMM TEJIOM U T'PSI3HOM
OIeXIOH.

I'peit paccmesincs. - Ctapuna Jly, TH BIafaellb B Mapa3M? 3aCTaBUTh TAaKOT'0 MaJIeHbKOTO pefeHKa,
KaK OH, TOBOPHUTH 3a Te0s?

- Tol! - X0Ten 4T0-TO cKazaTh MuH, HO CTapuk JIy OTTONKHYI €rOo.

['ma3a ctaporo Jly He oTpeIBanuCh OT ['pest, ¥ OH CHOBa 3arOBOPUIL: - Tl YKpal METEOPUT, KOTOPBII
3TU MOAPOCTKY HAIIM IIePBEIMU. Teneph 1 AyMalo, YTO 3TO eIUHCTBEHHOE IIPaB0, YTO THI
BO3Bpalllaelllb TO, YTO 110 IpaBy IPUHAJIEKUT UM, He TaK Jiu?

- Unou K 4epTy, - CIUIIOHY N ['pen.

3HAUUT, OHU OXOTHUIUCH 3a ero "MeteoputoM". OH HE pacCKaxXeT 3TUM I'DPA3HBIM JII0asaM 0 CyHb
CroanuH HU cel4ac, HU Korga-nu0o. KTo 3HaeT, kakue 0e3yMHBEIe MBICIY IPUAYT UM B T'OJIOBY, €CIIH
OHU YBUIAT ee?

EMY TO2Ke HE XO0TEJIOCh IIPUOYMBIBATE OIIPABOAHHUA. Cuna roBOpHUJia B OJOJIMHE. HOCKOHBKy OHHU
IITaHUPOBAJIX YCTPOUTE 3M€Ch 3acCany, TO y2Ke IIPHUHAIN PEeIIeHne.

['peit marxysn Bepen, pa3MuHas pyKu. - KTo xodet, 4To6b ero u30unu nepuiM? Ctapuna Jly,
IIOMHMUIIIb, KaK g Tak Hafpas Tebe 3agHUILY, YTO THI IIEJIbIA MecsI] He MOT paboTaTh?



- FOHo11a, HE TOPOIUCH, - U3-3a CHUHHI ['pest pa3gancs XpUIIbA rojoc.

I'pet 00epHYICS U YBUAET IATEPHIX OXOTHUKOB, BOOPYKEHHBIX 0 3y00B, KaXKAbIH C TYKOM, CTpEIaMU
unu KonbsiMu. OH Ccpa3y ke HalpsArcs ¥ HacTopoxkuics. OXOTHUKY B JoJiMHEe OBUIM HaMHOT'O CUJIbHEE
PYOOKOIIOB, TIOCKOJIbKY KaXK[bIY IeHb CPaXKaJluCh CO 3BepsiMu. OIBITHBIE BUIEIA MHOTO
KPOBOIIPOJIUTHUY, KaK 3BEPUHEIX, TaK U 4eJIOBeYeCKHX, U 3Ha/U, Kak yOuBaTh, He MOPTHYB I'JIa30M.

- CrapuHa By... - I'peii ornsgaesn BegyIux OXOTHAKOB C TOJIOBEL 10 HOT.

- Utak, I'pei, roe TH cIpsiTal METEOPUTHYIO PYAY? - I TOIBKO UTO 3aXOAWI K CTapuky JIu, u oH
CKasaJl, 4To THI IIPOJiaelh TOJIBKO OOLIUHYIO Kele3Hy0 pyay. Thl He MOXKeIllb UMEeTh METEOPHUT C
coboit ceryac, MO3TOMY THI €0 THOe-TO CIPsATall. BO3MOXKHO, 3TO B TBOEM TaHOM OOME, KOTOPHIU
HUKTO HUKOTTIa He MOXKeT HalTH.

['peit HaxMypuJcs: - [ToueMy Tl BepHUIIIb B UX YyLIL? Sl HUKOTHA He HaXOOW/I HUKAKOW MEeTeOpPUTHOU
PYZOHL, OHU JITYT.

Ero 6ecriokouno BrIpaXkeHue JIKMIla CTaporo By, KOTOPHIHM BEITJISIEN TaK, CJIOBHO OXOTHJICS 3a XKUPHOU
COYHOU mOoOBIUel.

- Mu1 co CrapukoM Jly maBHO 3HAKOMEI, - cCKa3asn Ctapuk By, yka3weiBas Ha He00, - M1 Bce MBI BUIENH,
KaK Ha OHAX ymnajl METEOpUT.

3aTeM OH BBRITAIIIXAJI CBEPKaAIOIIee Ma4deTe U B3AMaXHYII UM: - Tenepb MEI MO2KEM CIeIaTh 3TO JIETKUM
IIyTeM UJIA TPYOHBIM IIYyTE€M, JIIOOW OYE€Hb ITOXO0XKHU Ha 3Bepefl, " 4 3HalO, KaK 3aCTaBUTh UX KPHUYATh.



['peit 00e30pyKUBaOIIe IPOTAHYI PYKH: - [laBal moroBopuM o0 3TOM... [Tocnyinai, s ;eCTBUTENIBHO
He ITOHKMMalo, 0 YeM BHI, pe0siTa, TOBOPHUTE, KaK HACUET TOTO, YTOOHI S [aj BaM BeCh 3TOT Xj1e0 u
MSICO, U MBI 3aKOHYHUIIU?

F'oBops 3TO, OH Me[JIeHHO NONATUICSA Ha3an K CtapoMy Jly, rmopanblile OT OIaCHBIX OXOTHUKOB. OH
3HaJI, YTO HET APYroro BEIXOMa, KpOMe KakK cpaXxaTthbCs. EMy ellle pa3 IpUIIOCh OKA3bIBATh 3TUM
yynakaM, 4TO ero He TaK-To JIerkKo 3anyraTth. OH, BeposaTHO, Mor Obl B35Th CTaporo By B 0QUHOUKY,
HO TISITEPO OXOTHUKOB BMeCTe O3Hayda/Il HEMPUATHOCTU. TakuM 06pa30M, eMUHCTBEHHBIM BEIXOIOM
OBLITH IIaXTEPHI.

OH mpuHSAI pellleHue U Hayall JefCTBOBaTh IIPeXe, YeM OHHU yCIleNu cpearupoBaTh. CHayasa OH 130
BCEX CHUJI IIBLIPHYJI B OXOTHUKOB MEIIKY, KOTOphIe epKall B Kax/oii pyke. [I0BepHYBIIKCE, HE TTISAS
Ha pe3yJbTaT, OH OPOCUIICS Ha MOTPSICEHHBIX IIaXTEPOB.

- mu x 4epty! - KpukHyn ['pelt, BprBasick B 6anmy Ctaporo Jly.

Bam!

[TepBBIf IPOCTHBIN yOaAp MPHUIIENICS MPSMO B IUI0 MUHA, ¥ TIOOPOCTOK OECCUIIBHO PYXHYI Ha 3eMITIO0.
OH mociieioBai 3a HEW BUXPEM I'PYOBIX, HO MOIIHAIX yIapOB ¥ MUHKOB. Ellle ONWH YeT0BEK U3
koMaHOwl Ctaporo JIy cTasn XepTBOH yiapa B KUBOT U OTJIETEN Ha3al Ha HECKOJIBKO METPOB.
HeckonmbKO KMPK 3aMaxHYJIKMCh Ha T'OJIOBY I'pes, HO OH JIOBKO yBepHYyJics. Eie 6oblie yoapoB u
IIMHKOB OBIJIO Ha €ro nyTH, HO OH OJIOKMPOBAJ UX ¥ BO3Bpalllal YCIYTy CO 37100HOM CUIIOMN.

K tomy Bpemenu, kak CtaprHa By oTpearupoBaj, Tpoe IIaxTepoB yKe ObUIM Ha 3eMIIe.

- Yomomox! IIpucTtpenu ero!



- A-a-a! - 3akpuyan I'pelt, Korga aBe CTPENH 0Ka3allCh BEPHEIMU.

OH momraTHYJCS OT pe3Koi 6oy B crinHe U 6empe. OH MOTEPSI KOHIEHTPAIUI0O ¥ MITHOBEHHO
IIOJIYYUJI YAAPHI OT IaXTEePOB.

OnBITHBEIE OXOTHUKY HE OBITM YUCTIONISIMHU! EMy II0OBE3JI0, YTO OH HE IIO0IIaJl B KPUTHUYECKOEe MECTO.
PantI Bce elnie OBLIIM OYEHb CEPBE3HEIMH, U OH HE MOT' 00JIbIlIe OCTABAThCS 30€eChb.

On SPOCTHO B3PEBEI U ITOOHSAJI C 3EMIIN IIOTEPSABIIEr0 CO3HaHHKE ITaXTepa. C HeBepOHTHOfI CHIION OH
OHOM pYKOI;I AdepzKaJl TeJio, KakK IIMUT, X IIPOAO0JIZKaJl HpO6I/IBaTbCH CKBO3b MOp€ MIaXTEPOB.

YBupes ato, Ctapsiit By 6pocuscst Bepen co CBouM MaueTe: - YoelTe ero!

['peii cpa3y mOYyBCTBOBAJ OMACHOCTb. [To 31m06HOMY 61ecKy B ria3ax CTaporo By oH Mor ckasarts,
YTO €ro XKUBOU IUT OOJIbIlIe He TPUHECET eMy HUKAKOMU MOJb3EL.

Co B3pbIBOM rpy0o0ii cusl I'pelt MBHIPHYI Tenno npsmo B Ctaporo By. OH caesnan YucToe coeguHeHue
¥ 3aCTaBUJI CTAapPOr0 OXOTHUKA YIacTh Ha 3eMIio. He Meliasi Teny, OXOTHUKY CHOBA ITYCTUJIU CTPETIH,
HO Ha 3TOT pa3 ['pe#t Ovin roToB. OH ClIe X 3a TPAaeKTOPUSIMU U YMYAPSJICS YBOPAYUBATHCS C
HEeCTEeCTBEHHOM CKOPOCTLIO.

- Ksaxxx! - 3akpuyarn maxrep, KOrja IajbHas CTpesa Momaja eMy B TPyb.



C atuM OTKpHITHEM ['peii, HaKOHEI], OTTOJIKHYJI IIOC/IeIHEero YejioBeKa, MperpaxaaBIlero nyTh, U
IIPOPBAJICS Yepes3 JOPOKHEIH 6710K. OH MPHITHYT BIlepe[, KakK OJieHb, ¥ BCKOpPe UCYe3 B TyMaHe.

- He pgaute emy yutu!

- ['oHUTECH 32 HUM!

MyK4YUHHI 3@ €T0 CIIUHOM 3akpu4any. OHU OPOCUINCEH 3@ HUM, HO OH y2Ke CKDBIJICS U3 BUY ¥ PBaHYII
IIPOYb.

['peit Gexkan yepes Jiec Tak OBICTPO, KaK TONMBKO Mor. CTpesia B CIIMHE Melllana eMy AbimaTtk. CTpena
B ITpaBOM Oenpe 3aMemisinia ero 6er. Ho maxe ¢ TakKuMu paHaMHy OH OBITT HAMHOT'0 OBICTPEE CaMOTO
ObIcTpOTo OXOTHUMKA. OH CBEPHYI C JIECHON TPONMUHKY U OPOCHUJICS B CITyYaiHOM HaIlpaBIIEHUHU, HE
oOpailliass BHUMaHUS.

Omn Gexka 1enbIl Yac, mpexzie YeM HaKOHell 0CTaHOBUJICSA. Ero paHeHast Hora IIOAKOCUTIACh, U OH
PyxHy1 Ha 3eMyt0. OH CTUCHYJ 3y0OHl U BHITAIIUII CTPeJIbl. XJIEIHYJIa KPOBb, HO OH He ofparan
BHUMaHUS Ha 060JIb U Cpa3y e BJIEMUJ TPaBH U3 CBOET0 TPABSHOTO ITaKeTa B OTKPHITEIE PAHHL. Y HETO
He ObIJI0 OMHTOB, II0O9TOMY OH MOT TOJILKO Pa3opBaTh pyOallIKy U IITaHbl, YTOOK 00EPHYTH BOKPYT
HOTH U CIIUHHL.

3aKOHYMB JieueHNe, OH IIPUCIIOHUIICS K IepeBy, YTOOH OTAbIAaThCSI. Ho BCKOpe OH yCIbIIIa
CEpPOUTHIE KPUKY U IIYM JIIOfIeH, IOMSIIUXCS Yepes Jiec.

OnHy Hamanu Ha €ero Clef, u €My CHOBa IIPHUIIIIOCH 0exKaTh.
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