[TomoxkmaB eI1é HeCKOJIbKO MUHYT, IT0Ka 00JIb B CIIMHE YyTUXHET, K9T MeaIeHHO Havaaa 0CO3HABATh
TOPBKYI0 IeMCTBUTENILHOCTE — OHA YYBCTBOBAJIa XBOCT. COOCTBEHHHIH XBOCT. boee Toro, oHa KakKuM-
TO 00pa30M MMOHKMMasIa, KaK UM ABUTaTh. [IleBeTuTh XBOCTOM OBIIO HECKOJIBKO HEYIOOHO, TaK Kak,
IIBITASICh TIOHSITh, YTO IIPOMCXOUT OHA CeJjla Ha er0 YacTh, HO OH OMPEeNeIeHHO JBUTAJICS, IPUYEM He
COBCEM ITOHSITHHIM ¥ 00pa3oM.

YKpapakoii B3rJIsIHYB Ha 4achl, OHA 3aMeTHIIa, 4YTO y&Ke 5:15. Belo JOBOIBHO paHo, HUKTO HE JOJIXKEH
OB €€ 3aMEeTHUTh, TIO3TOMY OHA B3sJ1a Oy U HalpaBUiiach B Oyml. BEICTPO pa3meBIIKCh, OHa
TIOBEPHYJIach 60OKOM U IOIILITaNaCh pacCMOTpeTh cedst B 3epkane. K cBoeMy yKacy, oHa yBUAeNa, YTO
13 HUKHEN YacTu e€ II03BOHOYHMKA, CJIOBHO €T0 IIPONOJIKeHNe, TOPYUT TOHKUM YEPHBIHM XBOCT.
CKOHILIEHTPUPOBABIINCH Ha HEM, OHa MOTJIa JIeTKO cru0aTth U pa3rubaTh ero, Kak 6yaTo 3To Oblyia
TpeThs pyka. CaMoe yOUBUTENIbHOE, UTO OHA He YyBCTBOBAJIa HUKAKOT0 JUCKOM(OpTa OT TaKUX
U3MeHeHU, Kak OyaTO BHe3aITHO MOSIBUBIINICS OBYXMETPOBEIM XBOCT HUKAK He B Ha
paBHOBECHE €€ Tena.

BrICcTpo IpUHSB Ayl ¥ HAaKUHYB pyOariky, Kat ocranoBunack. Kak oHa JozkKHa GBIl CIIPATATh
XBOCT, UJK, YTO O0JIee BaXKHO, KaK OHa B0ooO1Ile Morjia HafgeTh OPIOKY ITOKa Y HEE eCTh XBOCT?
[TombiTKa 0OMOTATh XBOCT BOKPYT HOT'M OKa3ajlach MTOJIHOCTHIO IPOBAIbHOM: OH OBUI CIIUIIIKOM
IJIMHHBIM, a JIoTlaTKa Ha KOHIle Oblyia He TaKoM TMOKOM, KaK OCTalbHas 4acTh. — «UEPT, MHE HYKHO
KaK-TO CIIPSATaTh 9TOT XBOCT, OH CJIMIIKOM €CTECTBEHHO [BUTAETCS, YTOOH! JIIOOY He 3afaBajiu
BOIIPOCOB, ¥ 51 He MOTY IIPOCTO HafeTh IITAaHH HE IO KOHIIA, IIOTOMY YTO 5 OTKPOIO CITUIIIKOM MHOTO
CBOEeM CIIMHEI, U JIIOAU CMOTYT YBUAETH, UTO 3TO HACTOSILINHM XBOCT. XOPOIIO, a MOXKeT miaThe? Her,
KOHEYHO, HeT, y Hero Ta e 1pobjeMa, 4To u y OPIoK», — MPOLUIO MTHOBeHUe, ¥ KaT mogHsiia
py0allKy 1 Hayajla CHOBA X CHOBa 00MaThIBaTh XBOCT BOKPYT CBOEY I'PYAHU, 3aNPaBIiss JIOMATKY IO
BUTKH, YTOOBI HEMHOTO 3aUKCUPOBATh €ro Ha MecTe. — «Kak MHe KaxeTcs, 9T0 paboTaeT. B
3epKaJie 5 He BHITTITKY HEMHOT'O CTPAaHHO, HO 110 KpaiHel Mepe Kak oObIYHbIM YenoBeK. IIpaBaa, aTo
o4deHb HeymoOHo. OmyuieHre, OYATO KTO-TO CBSI3ajl MHE PYKM BepEBKOU. Hamelock, MOM XBOCT B
TAKOM ITI0JIOXKEHUU He OYHeT 3aTeKaTh».

[TepeoneBIInCh ¥ BEPHYB IKXKaMy B CIIajbHIO, OHa ITIOCMOTpeJIa Ha Yachl: CTPEJIKU IOKa3hbiBaau 5:45.
— «PemeHue mpo6eM ¢ XBOCTOM 3aHSJIO OOJIbIIe BpEMEHH, YEM 5T JyMasia. XOTS TEXHUYECKU MHE He
HYXKHO OyOuTh meTed [0 ImecTu. MoxkeT, MoKa y MeHs eCTh BpeMsI, CIeNlaTh ellé YTO-HuOyob?»

OrnsapmeB KoMHaTy, K9T He Hallllla HUYero, YTO cpa3dy IMOKa3asioch Obl el MOoe3HbIM, ITI0Ka OHa He
BCIIOMHUJIA ITPO MOOUILHEIN TenedoH. — «MoxkeT, mo3BOHUTE JIunu? OHa YTO-TO 3HAET O IeMOHaX...
Bpofe Obl. Mory nu s pacckasaTh elrne KoMmy-HuOyas? Her, [ Hadana MHe HY2KHO pa300paThcs C
3TUM>.

KaT notgHynack K TenedoHy, cobupasch HayaTh 3BOHUTH CBOEU JIy4llleil TofpyTe, Kak BOPYT
BCIIOMHUJIA CKOJIbKO ceidac BpeMeHu. — «UeépT, JIunu oOBYHO He BCTAET TaK paHO. B Kakoe BpeMms,
II0 e€ CJI0BaM, OHA MPOCHITIaeTcsa? Aprx, He 3Hal0, IPOCTO HAIHUIIY eii», — OTIpaBuB JIunu
coob11enue, 4ToOH OHA MMO3BOHUIIA, KaK TOIBKO MPOCHETCS, KT mpucTymuia K CBoei mpsmMoun
00s13aHHOCTH — Pa30yauTh Bcex B mpuioTe. [To6exkaB 110 KOPUAOPY, OHA Havaja CTy4aTh B IBEPH, HO,
CIIyCKasCh II0 JIECTHUIlE, 3allelI1IIach XBOCTOM 3a IIepujla U YyTh He IIOTepsijia paBHOBECHE.

«Tccc, 60mpHO. 3aMeTKa [yt cebsi: He Takas YK s ¥ XyHas, Kak paHbllle, TETEePh s IPsSYy XBOCT 10T,
py0alnkoii», — MPOKOBBUISB IO OCTABIIMMCS CTyIIeHbKaM, OHa IT0CTy4aJjla BO BCe IBepU Ha IepBOM



9TaXkKe, a 3aTEM HallPpaBUJIAChk B CTOJIOBYIO ¥ 3aMETHUJIa OﬁGCHOKOGHHYIO Cunbsu.

— Twt B mopsimke, Ka1? — ManeHbKast JeBoYKa cMoTpesia Ha KaT OoJbIIMMY KPYTIEIMU T'Ia3aMH,
BBIHY2KIasi €€ OTBETUTD, YTO BCE XOPOIIIO.

Kot B3goxHyna: — Co MHO¥ BCE B nopsinke, CUIbBY, S IPOCTO HEMHOTO 3allelIUjIach 3a Iepua,
CIIyCKasch 10 yiecTHUIEe. He 0 ueM 6eCIIOKOUTHCS.

CunbBu IIpoaoJIzZKajla CMOTPETE Ha Kar, uina OpyTrue OTBETHI U, II0X0XKeE, HE Hals ux, OIIyCTHIIa
B3rJIs4[, HO BCE PaBHO IIPpHUXKaJlaCh K Kar, YYBCTBY{, YTO €CTh YTO-TO eI.U;e Hapa, KaK 0OBIYHO,
OTIIPpaBUJIaCh B CTOJIOBYIO, YyTOOBI BMECTE I103aBTPaKaTh.

Korga KaT yke cobupasnack MOOHATHLCS 110 JIECTHUIlE U 3a0paTh Bellll, OHA TOYYBCTBOBAJA, YTO €€
BHOBb [IEPTAIOT 3a IITAaHWHY, ¥, 00EPHYBIINCH, YBUIENa BCE elle 00ecrtoKoeHHyI0 CumbBu. — TH
yBepeHa, 4To ¢ To00# BCE B mopsiake, Kat? Bomb monxkHa Oblyia yKe ITPOUTH.

«Kxa, He CMOTPH Ha MeHs TaKMMM I'JIa3aMH, s pa3bHupaloch C SIBIIEHHEeM, KOTOPOe IMOTeHI[HaIbHO
MOKEeT IPUHECTH MHE CJIMIIKOM OO0JbIire MPoOIeMbl, S He MOTY IMPUIIIeTaTh cioga Cunbsu. I'x,
JIAHO...»

— IMocnyma#, CUIbBY, CO BUEpAIITHETO JHS BCE CTAJI0 HEMHOTO CJIOXKHEe, U 5 MBITaloCh pa3o0paThCcs
B HEKOTOPHIX CJIOKHBIX, HO BaXKHBIX Belllax. MHe HY2KHO HEHAMI0JIT0 OTIYYUThLCS, HO S 06elao, 4To
3aBTpa, TI0CJIe TOTO KakK MHI IT03aBTpakaeM, s Tebe BCE paccKaxy. [JoroBopunucek? — KaT yxe
IIPUTOTOBUJIACH K TOMY, UTO CUIIBBY HafyeT IMIEKW ¥ HAYHET KalpU3HUYaTh, HO, K €€ YOUBIIEHUIO,
CunbBY IIPOCTO KUBHYJIA, OTIIYCTUJIA €€ U HallpaBUJIach 00PAaTHO B CBOIO KOMHATY.

«3JTa MaJlbIIKa O4eHb YMHas, UTO /IS Heé JKe XOpOIIio, HaleloCh, OHA OCTAHETCS TaKO# Ke MUTIOH
IIeBOYKOIi», — MOCIIEIINB HaBepx, He 3a6bIBasi 0 XBOCTE BOKPYT Tanmuu, KaT cobpasa HeCKOIbKO
Bellledl ¥ HallpaBUJIaCh K BXOMHOM MBepH MpuioTa. Kak TOIBKO OHA BHIIIIA 3a IOPOT, €€ TenedoH
3aBUOPUPOBA.

— Tax uto npoucxogut, Kat? ¥ Te6s1 Kakue-To OOJIbIINEe HENPUATHOCTU? He TOMHIO, 4TOOBI paHBbIIIE Y
Te0s1, OBIBajIO, YTO-TO HACTOJILKO CPOYHOE, — Hadajla B3BOJIHOBAHO pacclpalmBaTth JIunm, Kak
TOJILKO K9T B3siy1a TPyOKYy.

— [Ila, BYepa 1ocyie TOro, Kak s yiia oT Tebs, IPOU30IIN Koe-KakKrie COOBITHS, M1 MHE 0YeHb HYKHO
o0cymuTh ux ¢ To60u. TBoM poguTenu goma? 4 OB mpennoysia, YTOOE MbI IIOTOBOPUIIN TaM, TOe HUKTO
Hac He YCIBIIINUT ¥ He YBUAUT, — OTBeTunIa Kar.

— A, 3M, [a, OHU JOJIXKHEI OB Y2Ke YUTH 3a IIOKYIIKaMH, TOJIbKO II03BOJIb MHE Ha BCAKUM ClIy4ai
MIOMTHU ITPOBEPUTH, — TOMPOCcHna JIumu.

Ksr YCIEBIIaa ITOPOX OAEXKIObl U HECKOJIBKO IITEJIYKOB, IIPEAIIOI0KNUTEJIbHO, OTKPEIBAIOIITUXCA



nBepefI. Cl'[y'CTH HECKOJIbBKO MUHYT, CTaJIO ICHO, 9YTO Jlunu OCMOTpPeEJIa BEeCh IOM.

— Xopol1110, MaIlIMHEL BO IBOPE HET, TaK YTO MH Oy[eM 3[leCh KaKoe-TO BpeMs OfHH. f myMaio, 9T0
OEeVCTBUTEILHO BaXKHO IJIst Te0s, pa3 TH TaKas B3BOJHOBaHHAs, — CKa3aja JIumm.

— [Jla... Tak u ecTh, — corjacunacs ¢ nmogpyroiu Kar.

— Xopoti1o, MPOCTO MPUXOAY KO MHe, KOTla CMOKEIIh, 51 BCTpeuy Tebs B 11060e BpeMsi.

Hauas nérkyto npobexky K oMy JIumu, Kot ObICTPO MOHSIA, YTO €€ XBOCT BCE-TaKX BIIUSET Ha
PaBHOBECHE, U ey IPUXOOUTCS YIUTHIBATL 3TO B CBOMX [IBUXKEHUX. [Ipu IpoBepKe B [IyIIEBOH,
JIETKWEe HAKJIOHBI BJIEBO MJTH BIIPABO 3aCTABIISIIIA XBOCT CJIETKA MOAEPTUBATHCS IJISI TOTO, YTOOH
KOMITIEHCHPOBaTh CMellleHue LieHTpa TSIKeCTU. He CTOUT ¥ TOBOPUTDH O TOM, YTO, KOTTIa XBOCT OBIJT
Tyro 00Bsi3aH BOKPYT HEE, IOMOIIb B COXpaHeHUH 6asiaHca OT Hero Obljla B IyYIIEM CITydae
MUHUMAJILHOM, a B Xy/IIIIeM — OH CUJIbHO Mellancs. — «4EpT, TOJIbKO He TOBOPUTE, YTO MHE
IPUIETCS 3aHOBO YUYUTHCS XOOUTh. [lypalkuii XBoCT. XOTs, MOXKET, 3TO S UOUOTKA, KOTOpas
PACCUYUTHIBAET HA TO, YTO CPa3y MPUBHIKHET K HOBOW YaCTH TeJla».

Copok nsiTh MUHYT cIyCcTs K3T yKe Obla y BXOOHOU gBepu goMa JIunu u noctydana... Ciycts
MUHYTY He OBIJI0O HUKAKOTr0 0TBeTa. — «YEpT Bo3bMHU, JIUIK B CBOElM KoMHaTe? Bpsif v oHa O0TTyma
YCIIBIIIUT CTYK BO BXOOHYIO IBePb, & MOXKeET ObITh, OHa elrle co0upaeTcs. MHe IPOCTO MOK0KAATh
3mech unu?..» — BHYTPEHHIOW OUCKycCcuio KaT mpepBas CUIBHEIY yaap B IBePh, OHA paclaxHyIach,
sIBUB ITIOMATYIO JIumu.

— He monuMalo, Kak THl Tak paHO ¥ IIPH 3TOM TaK JIETKO IIPOCHIIAeIIbCs... B moboM ciiydae, 3aX0u.
Bo BpeMst 3BOHKa TBOM I'0JI0C OBbIJT CEPhE3HBIM, — CKa3aja JIumu, Befs K3T B CBOI0 KOMHATY.

— Hy, mymato, o5t Ha4ana HaYHEM C CAaMOT0 IIPOCTOTO: 1 OKHA OKUHYTh NETCKUI JOM [0 TOTO,
KaK MHE MCIIOJIHUTCSI BOCEMHAMIIATh JIeT, — CIIOKOWHO Impou3Hecsa KaT.

JIunu 3amepsia B KOPUIOPE.

— 970 ¥ ecThb camoe mpocToe? Tebs BEITOHSAT U3 OMa Yepe3 IBeHalaTh MECSIEB, ¥ Thl TOBOPHUIIID,
YTO 3TO JIETKO peraeTrcs? KaT, Kak TH BOOOIIIe TakK JIerkKO COTJIacuiIach Ha 3TO, THl IIOMOT'ajla CTAPUKY
YIIPaBJIAThH IOMOM MHOTO JIET, I HE MOTY IIOBEPUTH, UYTO OH BOT TaK IIPOCTO BHIIIBEIPHET TeOS, 1 UMEI0
B BULY...

Kar He mana JIunu moroBOpPUTE:

— IMomoxknu, mogoxau, JIumu, 3To He UMeeT HHKAKOT0 OTHOIIEHHUS K fefyiike. Kak uenoBek
OTBETCTBEHHHIH 3a BECh MMPUIOT, OH [OJIKeH ObIT CKa3aTh MHE 00 3TOM, BUIMMO, IIPOCTO TAKOBEI
IIpaBuia...



— Yro? U TH moBepuia eMy Ha cjioBo, K9T? Bc€ He Tak IpoCTo, 4TO HaM Teneph AelaTth? Kak MEL.. —
KaT cxBatuma mompyry u o0Hsia e€, 4ToOH He IaTh 9TOMY 3alTH CIIUIIKOM AajeKo.

— Ycnoxkotiics, JIumu, BCE X0po1io. f moBepsiio CTapuKy, OH JaxKe chefiajl MHe IIOTPsICaloIInii TogapoK
¥ TI7IaKaJl, KOTOa s BRIXOOUIIa U3 ero KabuHeTa. IIpocTo TakoBa XKKU3Hb, OH HUYETO HE MOKET
mojesiaTh, — CKal3asia KaT, meITasiCh YCIIOKOUTH CBOIO B3BOJTHOBAHHYIO mMoapyTry. — «KaxkeTcs, s
HUKOTA He BHUesa, YTOOL OHA TaK BOJIHOBAJIACh, OCTAETCS TOJIBKO HAHESIThCS, YTO €€ peakuus Ha
XBOCT He OypmerT emé xyxe. JIumb Ol BCE 000IIIOCH.

— Yro oH Takoro Tebe MoOgapuy, YTO Thl CMUPHUIACH C TeM, YTO TeOs BHITOHAIOT? TH yIIOMUHANa, YTO
B IIPUIOTE [eJla UAYT XOPOIIIO, HO sI COMHEBAIOCH, YTO V [EeAYIIKHA €CTh CBOOOIHbIE TeHbI'H, YTOOR!
KyIuTh Tebe 4TO-TO IeHCTBUTEIbHO 0cOOEeHHOe. B mpolioM romy oH momapun Tefe BCero HeCKOIbKO
TeTpaaeu, — JIuIu HEMHOTO YCIIOKOUJIAaCh.

— OH nmogapun MHE KUMOHO PY4YHO# paboThl, KOTOPOE MPUHAIIekaso ero xkeHe. OHO XPaHUIIOCh Y
HEro, [0 KpalHei Mepe, BCIO MO0 XK13Hb. OH YIIOMUHAJI, YTO NOJKEH OB IIONapUTh €T0 CBOEH
Clenylole xXeHe, HO PEIINII OTHATh er0 MHe, TaK Kak He MOT 3a0BITh Ty cCaMyio U He XOTeJ 00JIbIle
JKEHUTBCS, — K9T HEMHOT0 ITPOCIe3uiach, BCIOMUHAS 3TOT MOMEHT.

— Oy-y... MHe oueHb xKaJb, K9T, 51 He 3Haja, 4TO BbI OBbITH TaK OMu3KU. TO €CTh TH HE TaK YacTo
TOBOPUJIA O HEM, U 51 IPOCTO MPEAIOJIOKUIa, TPOCTH, — CMyTHUIach JIumu.

— Bcé B mopsifike, 1 HUKOTa He TOBOpUJia 00 3TOM, IIOTOMY YTO OH OEeWCTBUTENIbHO 3a00TUIICS 000
MHE BCIO MO0 JKM3Hb, 3aMeHsIsI MHE OTIIa. f He MOMHIO CBOMX POJUTEJIel, HO 3HAI0, YTO OHU 00a
yMepJIH, Koraa MHe ObITo aBa rofma. 4 Oblia ¢ OedyIIKOoH CTOIBKO, CKOIbKO ce0s IOMHIO, ¥ BCeraa
3HaJa, 4TO OH 3a00TUTCS 000 BCex HAC B ImpuioTe. Ho Buepa 5 MOHsIA, KaK HOJT0 M OBIJTH BMECTe, U
YTO 3TO 3HAYMT Ha CaMOM fiejie, — C HeOOJIbIIOoM IPYCThIO B Tooce 00bsicHuIa Kar.

B sto BpeMs OEeBYIIKHU YK€ 3alllJId B KOMHATY JIunu, mocse 4ero 3aKPBUUIN OBEPE.

— Taxk ecnu 3TO He TO, 0 YEM THI 00JIbIIIe BCETO OECIIOKOUIACh, TO YTO XKe 3TO, YEPT BO3bMHU? f He
MOTY IIPEeCTaBUTh, HUYETO, KPOME ITOTEPH PYKHU, YTOOHI 9TO OBIIO IS TeOS TaK My4YUTENBHO, —
IOJTyIIy TS-TI0JTyCEPLE3HO CKa3asa JIunu.

— XM, fia, THL [IpaBa, PyKy {1 He Tepsa...

— 3aTo Temeph Y MeHS MOSBUIICS XBOCT! — cka3ana Ko, mogHuMas pyOallky ¥ pa3MaThiBasi BOKPYT
cebst y€pHBIM XBOCT. He ycrnbiiaB oTBeTa, KaT OBICTPO IepeBesia B3rIsAM Ha JIumu 1 yBUena, Kak Ta ¢
TPOMKUM CTYKOM yHapuiaach B U3r0J0Bbe KPOBaTU. — «MOXKHO JIM CYUTATh, YTO 9Ta peakKius JIyylie
npenwinyien? — Kot si3BUTenbHO YIRIOHYIaCh CBOUM MBIC/ISIM, — Temnepb MPUOETCs XKAaTh, IIOKA OHA
MpOoCHETCA. OnITh».
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