Ha cnepyioiee yTpo B KOMHATy JIOpEI BOLIIH CITyKaHKY. 7151 APYTUX TOPHUYHLIX, KpoMe MapH,
ObLJI0 0YeHb HEOOBIYHO BXOAUTH B KOMHATY, HO CETOHS OBIZT 0COOEHHBIH feHb. ITO ObLT HE COBCEM
OOBIYHEIN IeHb, TaK KakK B 9TOT IeHb OHa coOupasnach Ha 6an ¢ OpBUHOM, O UeM HUKOMY He CKa3asa.
OpHaKO OHa COOOIIKIA, YTO BO ABOPIIE HAMEYAeTCs BeUYepPHHKA, Ha KOTOPOH el Heo0X0mMMO
IIPUCYTCTBOBATE.

CnyXkaHKU BOLIUIM B KOMHATY C BOJIHEHUEM, TOTOBLEIE IIPEBPATUTh JIOPY B APYTOTO YeIoBeKa.
B3BoiHOBaHHEIE JTHlIa CITy>KaHOK HallyTalu ee, IOCKOJIbKY OHA Oblla He U3 TeX, KTO HapsXKaeTCs UK
IPUITYIPHUBAETCS.

[To kpaiiHel Mepe, ny4diie ObITh YX0KEHHOU, YeM He ObITh. BrlIo OB HEJTOBKO, ecyii OBl OHa IPHIIIIa
Ha IPAHAMO3HYIO BEYEPUHKY B HETIPUTIISITHOM Bupie. HaBepHsKa Opyrue NBOPSIHE CTaIu OBl
BLICMEHBATh €€ 3a TO, YTO OHA He CTapaeTcs, 60pMoYa, KaKas OHA HePSIIIUBasi, YTO He
IpeacTaBisieT ceds mepens UMIePaTOPOM HOJIKHEIM 00pa3oM.

Briio paHHee yTpo, u JIopa Jiexkasna Ha KpoBaTu. OHa SIBHO IPOCHYJIACh, HO BCE ellle JepxKasla ria3a
3aKPBITBIMU. M9pH B3[I0XHY/A, YBUIEB TEMHbIE U TSXKeJble MEIIKY mof ria3aMu JIopel. CKopee
BCET0, OHA IIPOCIiajia I0N030Ha U3-3a HEPBO3HOCTH.

-Mucc Jlopa, BcTaBauTe, ITOXKAaIYNUCTa, - KaluuisgHy1a Mapu. Ho Jlopa He momeBenuiacs.

-Mucc, moxainyucra, BCTaBaiiTe. Brl 0I103aeTe Ha BEUEPUHKY.

Tem He MeHee, JIopa CHOBa He TIOIIEBeNINIa HU €QUHBIM MYCKYJIOM. OTO OBIJIO JOBOJILHO HEOORIYHO
IJ1s1 Hee - He IPOCHYTHCS II0CJIe OMHOTO 3BOHKA. M MelIku mof riia3amMu JIOpsl HUUYTh HE YMEHbIIUIIN
OecmokoiicTBa Mapu. Jlopa ocTaBamach THXOM ¥ HEIIOJBUXKHOM, HE OTBeYAsl HU Ha 4YTO, ¥ M3pu u
OPYTUM ClIy2KaHKaM HUYero He 0CTaBaJioCh, KakK JaTh €U MOCIaTh ellle.

Moapu u gpyrue Cily:KaHKH PeIInii OCTAaThCs B KOMHATE elle HeHagoJIro, YToOs IaTh el 00JIbIiie
BpeMeHM Ha OTAbX. Ho mpexae yeM cryKaHKU ITIepeMECTUINCh Ha CBOe MECTO, Tla3a JeBYLIKU
OTKPBITACH, IMIIOKUPOBAB CITyKaHOK. JIopa ABazK[Ibl MOPTHYJIa U IOoTepiia Ii1a3a. OHa YyBCTBOBAjA
ce0s ycTasioH, la ¥ YTO OHa MOXKET CHeflaTh IOoCcJie TOro, Kak mpocrnaia gorno3gHa? OHa 0TYeTIHBO
IIOMHMIIA, KaK JIeTJia Ha KPOBaTh, a €€ Ijla3a 0CTaBaIUCh MIMPOKO OTKPHITEIMU. DTO OBIJIO COBCEM HE
MIPUSATHOE OlLyIeHne. Mapu nocnemnna K Ieqyd U Hanujla el cTakad Bogbel. C Apyrou cTopoHsl, JIopa
ceJla Ha KPOBATH U B3sj1a CTaKaH BOOH V¥ Mapu. He moHuMast, 4TO gejlaeT BCe CIIMIIKOM OBICTPO, OHA
chernasia I'JIOTOK U MONEpPXHyIach BOOOU. JIopa rpOMKO 3aKalllsiack, liepefasia CTakKaH C BOLOU
Mbspu u noxJomnana cebs mo rpyau. [Toxoxe, oHa Bce elrle Obla B ITOIYCOHHOM COCTOSTHUM U
BCIIOMHUJIA, KaKOM cerofHs neHb. OHa 3aCTOHasa OT Jocafbl U IIJIENHYJIa IMOAYIIKY .

Mbspu, KOTOpast CTOsITIa PSIMOM C Hel, HaKJIOHKJIA TOJI0BY ¥ cMyTuiack. OHa 3alyMasiach, XOPOIIO K
IaBaTh eif 10 yTpaM CTaKaH BOMbI, HO IIOTOM BCIIOMHHJIA, YTO B IOCTIENHUE MeCSITH JIopa IPUBHIKIIA K
3TOMY, ¥ [0 CETOTHSIIHEro JHs Mpo6aeM He BO3HMKaJIO. Ilocpeny KOMHATH CTOSJI MaHEKeH B
HeOeCHO-TONTy0OM IIJIaThe, Ha Inee GBITIO PO30BOE 0Kepelibe, KOTOpoe el momapui rpad XappucoH, u
CBeTJIO-Cepast MackKa, YKpalleHHas 30110ToM. HebGecHo-romy0oe miaThe ObII0 TPeKPaCHBIM. OTO OBLIO0
He 00BIYHOe I1JIaThe, Ha KOTOPOM OBIZI0 MHOTO 000pOK. OHO BEITJISIIENI0O COBPEMEHHO, a IINHHEE
PyKaBa OBITTH TPO3PAaYHBEIMHU.

Jlopa BIepBHIe BUEeJIa TaKOe IIaThe, OHO el OYeHb TIOHPABUJIOCh, ¥ OHA THXO moxBasuiaa CKOTTa 3a
ero ycepnHyio paborty. [IeBymka riy0oKo 3agyMasnach. [JIMHHEE IPO3padyHble PyKaBa MOTYT CTaTh



MOJIHOM TEeHIEHIMeH Cpeay BEICOKOIIOCTABIEHHEIX KeHIIWH. M oHa Oblna paja ObITh MEePBOM, KTO
TIOJTYYH/I TaKOe 3JIeTaHTHOe IIaThe. ITO Oblyia 60JIbIIAs YEeCTh.

-A BIIEPBEIE€ BU2XKY TaKOe€ IIIaThke, - CKa3alla MSpI/I, Tdapns Ha IIJIaThe.

-4 ToxKe, - cormacunacs Jlopa.

-B nmiobom cnyyae, y Hac HeET cBOOOAHOT0 BpeMeHu. HaM HYKHO [leiCTBOBaTh OBICTPO, - TOPOIINIIa
Mapu.

Mbospu 1mo3Baja Apyrux TOPHUYHLIX B KOMHATY, YTOOBI OHM Hadau Ipolenyphl. JIope 3TO SIBHO He
TIOHPABUJIOCH, HO V Hee He OBIII0 BEIOOPA, IOTOMY YTO OHA BBITJISIAENIa U3MOXKIEHHOU IOCTe
OecconHol Houu. Eif Heuero OBUIO CKa3aTh, X OHA IIOIIIA CJIEIOM.

['paHgMO3Has BeuepuHKa Hadajlach HOYbIO, U axke ecyid OBl HACTYIIUIIO YTPO, BpeMeHU OBIIO0 He
Kanko. YToOBl YKPacUTh KEHIIUHY, HYKHBI Yachl, ¥ KaX[blil TEMII HOJIKeH OBITh pacciabisiomuM, a
He TOPOIJIMBHIM. JIopa MpHUKOCHYJIach K MacKe, T0Ka Mapu pacueckiBajia BOJOCH. 1o Mepe Toro, Kak
CafguIIoCh COJIHIIe, HEPBO3HOCTD B Hell HapacTasa. Ha MrHOBeHUe ee BHUMaHUe K BeYepUHKe
IIPOIIAJIo, HO Teleph Ka3aloCh, YTO HEPBEL OEPYT CBOE.

9T0 OBla He 0OBIYHAS BeUEPUHKA, a TPAHOMO3HEIH TPAa3[HUK B YECTh JHS POXKIEHUST KOPOHOBAHHOTO
IIPUHIA ¥ OTKPBITUS €T0 JIUIla CPEeOU COTeH BeIbMOXK. Bo3M0OKHO, GBITE KOPOHOBAHHEIM IIPUHIIEM
Ob1710 OBI 60JIEee HEPBHO, YeM OBITh YbUM-TO IAPTHEPOM.

B mBepb mocTyuanu, u Bouen Jlectep, KOTOPHIH 3acCThil, yBuAeB Jlopy. IlnaTke menano ee eie 6onee

U3SITHONM ¥ 3aCTaBUJIO €T0 3a0bITh O IIpu4YrHe CBOEro IIpuxoaa.

-Mucc Jlopa, 3a BaMu IIprexaJl Balll TapTHED... - JlecTep KaIUISHYI, KaK TOIbKO IIPUIIen B ce0ds,
II0JIOKUB PYKY Ha CIIAHY.

-Yxe? - 3ananukoBaia Jlopa, - 1 HU4ero He 3abbiia?
-HerT, He 3a0winy, - yneiOHynach Mapu, mogTankuBas JIopy K OBepH, - Teepb pacciabbTech U UAUTE

Pa3BIIEKATHCA.

Jlopa B3mOXHYJIA, TJISAAS Ha YXMBIISIOEecs JINI0 TOPHUYHOH. MHorma Jlopa He MOHUMAJIA, I0YeMy
Mapu yXMBIISIETCS, KOTHa BCTPEYAeTCs C TapHeM. JTO CTPAHHO, HO Ha caMoM fieie JIopa u JpPBUH -
IIPDOCTO IPY3bsl, KOTOPBIE BCTPETUIH OPYT ApyTa IIPU HeOXUNaHHBIX 00CTOATeNnbCcTBax. He moxoxe,

yTOOHRI IIBETOK PACIIBEN 32 OOHY HOYb.

-Brl ceromHs BHITTISOUTE BEJIUKOJIEIIHO, - COeNal KOMIIIUMEHT J'IeCTep, IIpoxoasi BIIEPEN.

-To ecTb, T X04elllb CKa3aTh, UTO g BHITJISAXKY He TaK KPaCHBO, KaK B IpyTue IHU? - CKa3asa Jlopa ¢
CEePhE3HBEIM BHIPAXKEHUEM JIHIIA.



-Her, a0 He TO...

-4l mpocTo wyuyy, - Tux0 3acMesnack Jlopa. C TakuM napHeM, Kak Jlectep, Beceno wyTutsh. OH
IIPOU3BOOUT BIledaTJIeHNe CTapiuero 6paTa, KOTOPOro MOXKHO APa3HUTDh BECh IeHb HAIPOJIET.

-Criacu6o.

-He 3a 4T0, - ycmexnyscs Jlectep.

Jlopa BHIIITa U3 KOMHATHI ¥ IOCIEIIHIa BHU3 1Mo JecTHuIe. OHa 60s/1ack, YTO MOXKET HACTYIIUTh Ha
CBO€ IIJIaThe M YIIacThb C JECTHUIIH. M 1M03TOMY ee BHUMaHKe He OBII0 IPHKOBAHO K IPBUHY, KOTOPOT0
OHAa He 3aMeTHUJIA - OH CTOSJI, IOTEPSIB Hap pedr. IPBUH CMOTPEII, KakK Jlopa CIycKaeTcs 1o
JIECTHUIIE, U TUXO XBaui ce0s 3a TO, UTO Ipeasoxkuin CKOTTY IIMHHEIE TPO3pPayHble pyKaBa. DPBUH
OBLT pajl, KaK ¥ 0XKUOAI0Cch OT CKOTTa, OH HUKOT[Ia He ITepecTaeT ero BIevaTlIsaTh.

IeByIlKa OCTOPOXKHO CTyIajia, ¥ KOTfla OHa AOIIJIa 0 CaMOro Hu3a, OHa IOMHSJIA T'OJIOBY, U €€ JIUIIO
ClerKa IOKpacHeso. B3rnsHyB Ha MyXK4YUHY, OHA y3HasIa, KTO OH, ¥ 9TO OBUT He KTO HHOH, KaK ee
TIapTHEP Ha 3Ty HOYb, IPBUH. HeCcMOTPS Ha TO, YTO OH BCerja BBITJISIE]T TOTPSICAIOIIE, B TEMHO-
CUHEM KOCTIOME OH BHITJIAMIE]I T0pa3fo IpuBJIeKaTeIbHEeE.

Y He TOJIBKO 3TO, HO OHA TaKXKe 3aMeTHJIa, YTO Y HUX OOUHAKOBLIe MACKH, pa3HuIla Oblla TOJIBKO B
1BeTe. Y repuora Obla yepHOH. [Jaxke ecnu IpBUH OB B Macke, ero CBET/IO-T0NTyObIle TJ1a3a Bce
PaBHO BBIEIISIMCh. DPBUH IIOTEP LIEI0 U KAIISHYII, IPUBJIeKas BHUMaHue JIOPE, 4YTO 3aCTABHUIIO ee
CMyTHThC ettie Oonbirie. OHa MOMEITANACh CIIPSATATh TOKPACHeBIIee JIUII0, HO MapeHb yKe 3aMeTH
3To.

-BrI Tak Bm0OIeHEl B MOU TJ1a3a? - MOAAPA3HUI OPBUH, 3aCTaBUB AEBYIIKY CMYTUThLCS elre OoJIbIle.

-XBaTUT MeHs [Pa3HUTh, - HAcynuaach Jlopa.

[To B3BOTHOBAaHHOMY JIAIy €e ObIT0 BUHO, YTO DPBUH HE MOXKET OOJble CoepKuBaThcs. OH
noobertan cebe He TPoOraTh ee ¥ He 3aCTaB/ISATh YYBCTBOBATh Ce0sI HEJIOBKO, HO OH He MOT
CHepXKaThCs, YIUTHIBAsI, HACKOIBKO OHA OBllIa BEJTUKOJIEITHA.

OpBUH HEXKHO B3SJI IPSAAb Bojoc JIOpH U moliesioBa ee. Jlopa BCKpUKHYJA, HHTYUTUBHO
TPUKOCHYBIIKUCh K TOMY MECTY, Ky/ia OH IIOIeJIOBal, ¥ moTepsina map peun. OHa 3amaBasiach
BorpocoM: "O YyeM OH TOJIBKO AyMAEeT, ieflasl YTO-TO Ha Imy0rKe, KOTa BCe I/la3a YCTPEMJIEHH Ha

HHUX".

-4T0 THI menaelb? - HePBHO cpocuia Jlopa, memnas 1mar Ha3aq.

-IToka3kIiBal0 BCEM, UTO BHI MOS, - YIBIOHYJICS DPBUH, 3aCTaBUB cepplle JIopkl 3a0UThCS.

He B cunax 6onbllie cIepKUBaTLCA OT CMYIIeHNs, OHa pelllijia BOWUTH B KapeTy 0e3 moMoIy JpBUHA.



Kak TonbKO OHa 3TO chesala, J'[opa CeJla Ha yTOJI ¥, CIIPATaB JIMIIO, CTaJla CMOTPETE B OKHO. C JIPYTOI;I
CTOPOHEI SpBI/IH TUXOHBKO CMeEsJICA, 3aX0Os1 B KapeTy.

-ViHOTa 51 He TIOHKWMaI0, YTO BHI Jie/laeTe, - Hagysach JIopa, Bce ellle IS B OKHO.

-ViHOoTMa 51 He MMOHUMAI0, TI0YEeMYy BaM HPaBUTCS CMOTPETh Ha MEHS, - TIOAIIYTUIT DPBUH, CKPEIIUBas
PYKH U y/IBI0AsICE.

-He npasuuTte MeHs Gonbiue. S Bac yObIo, - moxKaaoBanack Jlopa.

-I'otoBbTECH. KaK TOJIBKO BH BOMETE BO ABOPEI] B KaYeCTBE MOEro ITapTHEpPa, BH yXKe 3HaeTe, YTO
TaM HaYHEeTCS aKMOTaxX, BEPHO? - HAIOMHHUJI IPBUH, KOTa ero yiasi0Ka craa.

-3Ha10. Ho 3T0 He Tak o4yeBUAHO, 4TO 51 Jlopa AnbBapasio, - 3acMesiach [eBYyIIKa, TEEPb
TIOBEPHYBILKCH JIUIIOM B CTOPOHY JpPBHHA.

-ITo KkpaliHel Mepe, Tellepb OHU 3HAIOT, YTO He MOT'YT Bac TPOHYTH, - Y/IBIOHYJICS DPBUH,
IIPUCJIOHUBIIKCH BUCKOM K OKHY.

-[Toxanyiicra, mepecTaHbTe TOBOPUTH IIOCTHILHEIE BEIlH, - YMOJIAIOLIe Tonpocua Jlopa.

-HerT, 51 He TepecTaHy, - YXMBUIbHYJICS DPBUH.

JIopa mokayasna roj0BOX W He CTaja CIIOPUTh C STUM YeJI0BEKOM. TaKoU YeJIOBEK, KaK JPBUH,
HUKOTA He CTaHeT CIyllaTh ¥ OyHeT mesaTh To, YTO Xxo4ueT. HeT cMbiciia ero ocTaHaBnuBaTh. Ho
Jlopa He myMaria, 4YTO BCe Tak Ij1oxo. To, 4TO ee cepAlle ydalleHHO 3a01Ioch, a JIML0 ITOKPacHeo,
OBLI0 {71 Hee HeOOBIYHBIM, HO 3TO He OBIIO 110X0. I10 KaKOoM-TO MpUYMHE OHa He Bo3paxalla IIPOTUB
TOT'0, YTOORI DPBUH [pPa3HUT €€ BeCh JeHb. BO3M0OXKHO, OHa BTIOOUIIACh B HETO?
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