I/IMr[epaTop HEKOTOpO€ BpeEMs MOJIYHUT, IIpeXKae 9eM IIPOOOJIZKHUTE CBOIO PE€Yh.

4 moHuMalo, 4TO OH ceyac YyBCTBYeT, IPU3HAB, YTO €r0 KOPOJIEBCTBO B pyuHax. To ke caMoe
4yyBCTBOBaJIA 51, KOTa CAaacs.

Bce, pagu yero g xuia, pa3pyLIUIoCh B ONUH AeHb. BoliHa NeWCTBUTEIBHO AJINIacCh TOgaMu, HO
TOJIBKO TTOCTIe TIOAMMCAHUs NOT0BOPa S MTOYYBCTBOBaa 9TOT 00JE€3HEHHBIN 0KOT Ha cepalle. Kaxmwii
IeHb ITOATOTOBKHU K 3TOMY COOBITHIO OBIJT MOJTUM U YTOMUTENIBHEIM. B KaKOH-TO MOMEHT 5 yKe He
MOTJIa [OXKOAThCS, KOTga BCE 9TO 3aKOHUUTCS U g yMpY.

Oco3HaHHUe TOTO, YTO UMIIePH-ToOeIUTENIbHUIA IaJaeT, MOXKeT OLITh ellle Xyxe, BepHo? 1o
KpaiHeld Mepe, KMIIepaTop BOBPEMs 0CO3HAJ COCTOSIHKME CBOMX 3eMellb. BO3MOXKHO, ellle He CIIMIIKOM
TI03[IHO.

"Yem OobIlie UMIIEPUS, TEM CJIOXKHEE COXPAHUTh KOHTPOJIb. HEKOTOPEIE TEPPUTOPHUK BOCCTAIOT
IIPOTUB LIEHTPaJIbHOTO KOMaHIOBaHU S, & MHTPUTU IIPU ABOPE CTAHOBATCS BCE XyXKe C KaXKIObIM THEM.
B 4aCTHOCTH, HEKOTOPhIE CEMbH ITEITAIOTCS BOCIIOIH30BaThC HECTAOUIBHOU CHTyaluel. MeHs
KOPOHOBAJIX Cpa3y I[I0Cjie CMePTHU ITOKOWHOr0 uMIepaTopa. Bce mymanu, 4To 3TO CIUIIKOM pPaHO, HO
3TOT BHIOOP COXPaHUII MUDP Ha HECKOJIBKO MECSIIEB".

"TloaToMy Ballle BeIMUECTBO YBEJIMUUIIO YCUIUS 10 3aBOeBaHUI0 [lonuca, BMECTO TOTO, YTOOH
IIPenJIoXUTL MUp?"

"OTO YaCTh IPUUMHEL. Mup ORI IPEAIOYTUTEIbHEIM BapHaHTOM, YUUTHIBAs HAIIA 00CTOSITEILCTRA.
Ho MHe coBeTOBamu He yCTymaTh. ITO ObLIO OBl paclieHeHO KakK c1abocTh".

"T'ep1ior COBETOBA BallleMy BEIMYECTBY?" CIIpallXBa f.

Moe cepane KOJIOTUTCA B I'PyOU CO CKOPOCTEBIO, KOTOPYIO A4 HE MOT'JIa cebe IMpeaCTaBUTL PAHBIIIE. b5l
CTapalOCh COXPAHUTH CIIOKOMHOE BBIPpAXKEHHE JINIld, HO UMIIEPATOp, JOJI2KHO 6BITB, yragaia MOr
MBICJIN.

"HeT", - TOBOPUT OH IIOCJIE HECKOJIbKUX CeKyHA Moi4aHus. "['epror Kaip monpocusn MeHs UCIOJIHUTh
JKeJlaHue B 00MeH Ha ero IOMOIIh B pa3pelleHuu cuTyauuu. Y oH UCIIONb30Bal CBOE XeJlaHue,
4yTOOBI CIIACTH Ballly XKU3Hb, TepuoruHsa. OH gaxe He IIPOCUI, YTOOH! Bbl ObUIM OTHAHH eMy. OH JIUINb
X0TeJ, 4TOOHI Ballla XKKU3Hb OblJIa CllaceHa, a CBo0OoIa rapaHTUPOBaHa".

Moii repror He mpocus 06 aToMm 6pake?

"¢] He cMOT BBHITTOTHUTDL 00a €ro KejaaHus, IO3TOMY Bl OCTAJIUCh XKUBH, HO He CBOOOOHEL. OH TaKXke
MCII0/Ih30Ball BCE CBOE BNUSHUE, YTOOH! [10/1MCOM yIIpaBIsiiyu yMelbie OQUIlepEl 1 MUPHbIE
CTpaXKHUKH."

[TogoxnauTe, He CIUIIKOM JI UMIIEPATOP PacXBaJMBaeT MOEro Myxka? 3aueM BCe 3TU ITOXBAJIbI
ceryac, eClii OH He HarpaXfaeT ero, Korga Mbl Ha TI0OaXx?

"BalieMy BeTM4eCTBY HET HYKIbl pacCKa3kiBaTh MHE BCe 3TO0. f He 06si3aHa 3HATh, ST BCETO JIUIIIh
JKeHa Balller'0 BePHOI'0 IOANAaHHOT0", - IPOU3HOLILY .

"¢ 6b1n1 eme peGeHKOM, KOTla Cesl Ha TPOH", - TpofoiiKaeT umnepaTop. "Kak, mo-rBoeMy, s MOT
3aMEeTHUTh, YTO 3[IeCh MPOUCXOOUT YTO-TO THUIOE?"

Kak u mo60i mpaBUTENb, BEPHO? OTO HEJIErKO 3aMEeTUThb, HO eCTh CIIOCOOH! y3HATh 0 MSATEXKaX,



IIpeaaTeyibCTBax U IIPOCTYIIKAX. Huuero ue IIPOMCXOOUT BHE3AIIHO.

MoxeT ObITh, B 0OJIBIIION UMIIEPUY 3TO CIOXKHee. M, B KOHIle KOHIIOB, 1 He UMeo IIpaBa AyMaTh, YTO
3TO JIETKO, pa3 f moTepIlena Heyaady, Korga He 3aMeTusIa IMINHoHa repiora.

"MeHs npenynpenun Mo Ky3eH", - TOfaeT rojioc UMIepaTop.

"Kak 9T0 BO3MOKHO? Kak repnor Mor 3aMeTUTh, €CJIM HUKTO APYroi He BUAEJ HUYEro Iaoxoro?"
"M&1 roBOpuM 00 AneKcaHpe", - HAIIOMHUJI MHE er0 BeJIM4YeCTBO, BECEJIO YXMBIIISACE.

O, TouHo. Ecnu 9TO MOM replior, TO BCE BO3MOXKHO.

"1 cobuparoch CipocuTh TebsI BO BTOPOI pas3, U He MHOTHE UMEIOT YeCTh CIIbIIIAaTh, KaK UMIIepaTop
IIOBTOPsieTCcA. CTaHeTe JIX BH OOJHUM M3 MOUX COBETHHUKOB, TePIIOTHHS?".

He moxozxe, 4TO OH ITO3BOJIUT MHE BBIUTU U3 3TOM KOMHATHI HEBPEOUMOU IIOCJIE TOTO, KaK PaCKpPhLI
MHe cekpeThl Mnepuu. OgHako eciy g padoTaio Ha TPOH, TO BEHIHYKE€HA XPAHUTH CEKPETHI.

Y MeHs HeT BHIOOpa, HO 51 BCe paBHO KMBal0, KakK OyTO HEOXKUIAHHO Pellryia TOMOYb.

"IIpexpme BCero, BallleMy BeJIMYECTBY HYXKHO IIOTOBOPUTH C MOBCTAHIIAMU U BHIICHUTH, YEM OHU
HEIOBOJIbHEL. DTHPO - CIIMIIIKOM OTPOMHas uMIepus. IIpeqocTaBieHne M HEKOTOPOX aBTOHOMUY Ha
HEKOTOPO€e BpeMS YCIOKOUT cuTyaluio. OmHAKO UMEUTe B BUAY, YTO OJHAXKALI OHU BOCIIOJIb3YIOTCS
9TOM aBTOHOMUEH, YTOOH OTIEUTLCS OT UMIEpun. [ToKa 3TOro He IMPOU30IIIIO, TPOH AOJIXKEH
IIPUJIOKUTE BCe YCUIIUS, YTOOB TPOCTHIE TpaXKaaHe cTaau 0ojee NOSAIbHEIMUA KOPOHE, YeM UX
MECTHBIE TUCCUIOEHTHL."

"Heyxenu?" - 600pMoYeT OH, II0YeckiBas MTog00PogoK. BeposiTHO, OH CpaBHUBAET MOM CJI0Ba C TEMH,
KOTOPBIE ITIOCTOSTHHO IIEMYyT €r0 MOMOIIHUKH.

BrpoueM, MeHs 3TO He 0c060 BOMHYET. & TOBOPIO Y€CTHO, TaK YTO HET MPUUKUH OOSITHCS PEaKIUu
uMIepaTopa. Ecnu eMy He HPaBSATCS MOHM COBETHI, OH MOXKET IIPOCTO He CIIe[J0BaTh UuM. B mobom
Cly4ae, BEIOOD 3a HUM.

OO6sI13aHHOCTD ITPABUTEJIS - IPUCAYIIATHCS K KaXKOOMY T'0JIOCY ¥ HAWTH caMoe MyIpoe pelieHue".

"A KaK HaCYeT OUIIOMATHYECKHUX OTHOIIeHMH? Halu mocysl co0BINaloT 0 BOSMOXKHEIX BTOPKEHHSX.
HekoTophle 13 HAIIUX COCeMel XKMyT BOCCTAHKS B IIOMOIIb MUPHEIM XKHUTEJISIM KaK Ipejiora ajs
00BIBJIEHUSA BOUHEL."

"BameMy BeIM4eCcTBY CKOPO ITOHAOOUTCS UMIIepaTpulla PAOOM ¢ HUM. 4 mpeqaraio Baliemy
BEJINYECTBY BHIOpPATh OOHY U3 KOPOJIEBCTB, Y KOTOPHIX CaMble IIJIOXKe OTHOIIEHUs C ITUPO."

"Tlouemy ato?"

"OHU JaAyT HOHATH OCTaIbHOMY KOHTUHEHTY. YTO DTUPO - HE TOJIBKO yIPo3a, KOTOPYIO HYKHO
00ATHCS, HO U IIOTEHIUAIbHEIA COIO3HUK".

"A KakK HaC4yeT IIPUHIIECCH], KOTOPYIO OHU MPUILTIOT? JTO HaBepHsSIKa OymeT KaKas-HuOyIb
TIOJIYKPOBKa. MBI OKazkeM UM YCIIyTY, B35B ee K cebe".

"V Bamero BenuyecTBa OygeT mocnyurHas xkeHa. Kpome Toro, BalueMy BeJIMYeCTBY CIEAYeT IPSIMO
TIONIPOCUTH MOJIOAYIO NpuHIeccy. Tak y Hee GymeT Oobllle IaHCOB IPUHATH CUTYAIUIO U TIOMOYb.



Kpowme Toro, Mosofyio feByIIKy jierde o0ydyaTb. OHa CMOXKET Hay4YUThCS OBITH UMIIEPATPHULIeN BMECTE
C BalIMM BenuecTBOM. HEKOTOpPHIE CTPaHBl IO3BOJISIOT KOPOJIIO XKEHUTHCS Ha OOJIbIIIEM KOTUYECTBE
JKeHIuH. EC/iu OHM MONITIOT J0Yb OJHOM U3 MeHee JTI00MMEIX HAJIOXKHUII, TO V¥ Hee He OymeT
ry00KOii CBSI3U CO CBOEM CTpaHOM."

"Mojsonas neByIiKa OBICTPO IPUBLIKHET OyMaTh 00 THPO KaK O CBOEM OoMe", - KUBaeT OH.
y

4 ynei6arock, MOBOJIbHAS TEM, YTO UMIIEPATOP IIOHSII, YTO 5 XOTeJla CKa3aTh. JIUIIL ObI OH He
JKEeHHUJICS Ha Milafiei qouepu rpada I'pama! 4 He MOry MO3BONMUTHE UM 00ECIIEYUTE CBOE ITOJI0OKEHUE,
VHa4ye OHU HAYHYT HalleJIMBaThCd Ha AjieKcaHapa'.

"Bel HE CIIpOCUIIM, KTO CTOUT 3a IIOKYIIEHWEeM Ha Ballly XKU3Hb, IepPLOTUHA", - IOHAJI UMIIEpaTop,
BO3MOXKHO, IPOYMTAB BEIPAKEHNE MOETO JIAIIA.

"9TO Tak BaxHO?"
"BripoueM, myMalo, BBl Jorafaauch. IT0 repuor ['pam".
"Ilen negu Inu3abeT?" menyy .

4 He paccMaTprBajia TaKyio BO3MOXKHOCTb. f IPOCTO AyMal, YTo ['paMHI IBITalOTCS 00eceunTs cebe
BJIACTh. TeM He MeHee, eClIi MeHsI 37iech He OymeT, y megu dnu3abet OymeT MIaHC CTaTh MepPLOTUHEH.
Y HacnmemHOW NMPUHIIECCOH, TIYCTh ¥ HEOPUIIHATILHO.

"Jlemu Onu3abeT momnpocuna J[IKopaxka CO3[aTh BUAUMOCTh TOT'0, UTO BBl ABOE ObIIK JTI000BHUKaAMU".

"Taxoil HEYKJTIOXKUM IJIaH", - B3ObIXalo 1. KoMy MOT/I0 IPUUTH B TOJIOBY YTO-TO IOJOOHOE IIOCJIE TOTO,
Kak [1:KOopaX ymapuil MeHs?

"Hy, repuor I'paM 3Han 0 AUKUX 3aMbICIax CBOel BHYYKU. U Bce Ke OH IMO3BOIUJI € OelCTBOBAaTh B
Hagexkme, 4YTo 9To cpaboTaeT. TOIBKO IMOCHIE TOTO, KaK ee MOIBITKA IMPOBAJIUIIACh, OH PEIIU
TI03BOJIUTD yOuUiIle, KOTOPOTO OH IOATOTOBUI, HAHECTH yaap".

4 BriOpasa He Ty 1enb. A gomkHa 6611 noryouTs dnusabet ['pam. He TTaTpunuio, KoTopas Gbiia
JIVIITb TIEIIKOM B YbUX-TO PyKaX.

"OTa meBYOHKA CUMUTAET, YTO OHA OOJIbIlle MEHS IMOOXOMUT [JIS 3TOM Poiu'", - TOBOPIO 51, Jaxe He
0CO3HaBasi, YTO TOBOPIO BCITYX.

"Bbl HE MOXKEeTe OTOMCTUTH Cpa3y, reploruHs. [IpocTo JOBEPhTECH CBOEMY MYXKY, U BCe 00EpHETCS K
ny4uieMmy. ECTh MHOTO Ipyrux, 00Jlee HACYIIHBIX ITPpo0IeM, KOTOPLIe S MOJIzKeH peuuTs. Ha KapTy
II0CTaBJIeHa IleJias Halug'".

"TeM He MeHee, I CUHTAI0, YTO Ballle BEIMYECTBO [OIKHO n30eraTh XKeHUTHOR Ha MIIafllel neau
I'pam. Bymet mmoxo, ecnu Gppakuus, MOAAePKUBAIONIAS Ballle BEJIMYECTBO ¥ YTOBAPUBAIOIIAs Ballle
BEJINUECTBO M3THATh UK yOpaTh MOET0 MyKa CO CIleHbl KaKUM-HUOYIb 0€3:KaT0CTHEIM CIIOCOOO0M...
BymeT mmoxo, eciiu OHHU MMOIy4aT 00JIbIIe BIAaCTH C UMIIepPaTPHUIlen”.

"¢ He MO3BOIIIO, YTOOH! M3-3a 3TOT0 IMOCTPALAJl MOU Ky3€eH", - B3MOXHYI uMIiepartop. " o6sg3aH eMy
X0Ts Obl 9TUM. OH OIMH U3 HEMHOTHX, B Ybe MPEeIaHHOCTH 5 MOT'Y OBITh yBepeH".

"9To0 mpaBma", - KUBalo 5. AJleKCaHMp He CKa3asl HU OfHOTO IIJI0XOT0 CI0BA B CTOPOHY UMIIepaTopa.
OH fmaxke CHYaCTIIMBO yIIBIOAJICS, KOT/Ia eT0 YBOJIMIIU W3-32 MOUX 3Kajio0.



"CMOI"y JIX 51 PAaCCYUTBIBATH Ha IMOMOIb I'€ePIOTWHU, KOT'Md CHOBA HACTYIIUT nero?" - CIIPaIlIiBAa€T OH.

4 BeKMBO yIBIOAIOCH, MTBITASICh YCIIOKOUThL CBOM HEPBHL. Ellle CITUINIKOM paHO AyMaTh O CIEAYIOIEM
nete. Tak¥ke CIUIIKOM PAHO IIPOCUTH O Harpapge. {1 elne HUYEro He chesaia.

"9T0 OyHeT YecThio A7 MeHsS", - TOBOPIO 4.

B koH11e KoHII0B, ITomnuc - 3T0 HeGOobIIas IleHa 3a BeXKUBaHUe 1entor MMmnepun. [Jaxe eciu s
IIOJIy4y JIUIIh HEMHOTO O0JbIlle aBTOHOMUH, 5 CHeJiaio 3TO.

4 monpotry AnekcaHfpa CBA3aThCS C HyKHBIMU JIIOABMHU U3 MOET0 ropona, 4ToOsl [Tonuc mony4yun Ty
JKe CTeleHb CBOOOOLI, YTO U MATEKHEIEe 3eMIIH.

OpHo#t MBICTTH 06 3TOM OCTATOYHO, YTOORI MOSI yIRIOKa cTajla MeHee HeJIOBKOM. MiMmepaTop,
KaXXeTCsl, 3aMeTHJI MOe HaCTPOeHUe, HO TeIeph yXKe CIIUIIKOM I03IHO er0 CKPHIBATh.

"MHe He TEePIUTCS YBUAETD, KaK BBl IPHACIIOCOOKUTECH K CBOEM HOBOM POJIM, TepLoTuHs. [1eBsITh
MeCS1eB - JOITUM CPOK. f yBepeH, 4TO BB foOLeTeCch OOIBIINX YCIEX0B Ha XOJIOMHOM ceBepe”,
BOCKJ/IMIIAET OH.
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