ITocne pa3rosopa C UMIIEPATOPOM M OTKa3ad OT €T0 IIPEeOJIOKEHUA A I'yJIdila II0 UMIIEPATOPCKUM
CaiaM u mo0oBaach IIBETaMH U (1)OHTaHaMI/I.

¢ BepHYyIach B KOMHATY HECKOJIBKO MUHYT Ha3afl, HO ellle He CHSJIA Ofeky.
¢ He MOTY crenaTh 3TO OfiHA, U s He 3Halo, rae KeiT. [la  Ipyrux ciayKaHOK TOXKE HET.
4 caxych Ha OUBaH ¥ OTKUABIBAIOCH Ha3afl, IHITasACh 0CIabUTh faBleHrue KopceTa.

ViMmepaTop CIIPOCHUJI MEHSI, Yero S X0uy B 0OMEH Ha CBOM COBET, U 51 He U3MeHMIa CBOET0 pelleHus
[0 caMOoro KoHIIa. Ecu oH x04eT, 4TOOBI TePIIOTHHS IIOMOTJIA, OH JOIXKEH IIPEIJIOXKUTh MHE YTO-TO
OOCTOMHOE.

K HecuacThio, cefidac ero BeJIN4eCcTBO MOXKET JaTh MHE TOJIbKO ONHY-eIMHCTBEHHYIO BEIIb, ¥ 3TO
TIepBOHAYAIBHEIN TUTYJI MOET0 MyXa.

B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, HMIIEPATOP OazKe IIPenyIoXKuJl 0aTh MHE MMOYETHBIN TUTYII, HO IIPX YyCIIOBUH, 9YTO 5
OTKaXyCh OT TUTYJIa 3PUTEePIOrNHA.

He mymaro, 4To 51 mefCTBUTENILHO HyKHa UMIepaTopy. Ho B ciy4ae 4ero, oH HalfieT crocob yTOIUTh
MO0 Kaxny BracTu. [Toka ke s He cobupaioch paboTaTh Ha Hero 6ecnyaTHo.

Koma repuor CTy4uT, Y MEHs HET CHII, YTOOBI BCTATh.

"Kak Thl cebs YyBCTByeIllb?" - CIIpallliBaeT OH. 3aTeM OH 3aMedyaeT KOPCET ¥ MOe CTpafaibuecKkoe
BhIpaXKeHue, U ero JUI0 BHe3allHO TEMHEET.

"TloxkamyiicTa, IOMOTY MHE 0CBOOOAUTHLCS OT 3TOM OfeXKIbl, a TOTOM pyraii MeHsI CKOJIbKO XO4elllb", -
IIPOU3HOIY 5, ¥ Ha I'Jla3a HaBOPaYUBAKTCS CJIE3HI.

[epiior B37bIXaeT U IIOMOTAeT MHE ITepeofeThcs. 1 CMOTPIO Ha ero pacTepsHHOe JIUII0 U P4y
XUXUKaHbe, ITOKa ero IajbIlkl 0CBOO0XKIAI0T MEHS OT IITHYPKOB ¥ CIIOEB OfEXK/EL. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, Ha
MHE OCTaeTCs TOJIbKO JIeTKasi COPOYKa ¥ Tapa OIUHHBIX 9YJIOK.

"3aueM TH BCE 3TO Hafena?" - CrpauIuBaeT OH, IPUTBOPSISICh HEBO3MYTUMEIM. TeM He MeHee, 5T MOTy
CKa3aTb, YTO OH Pa3fpaxeH.

"CeropmHst HHEM MeHS BHI3BaJl €TI0 BEJIMYECTBO Ha Yadl. Brl 3alIpeTuiIn MHE BEIXOJUTH U3 9TUX ITOKOEB
0e3 omexX bl UMIIEPUU, TaK YTO Y MeHs He ObIlI0 BeIOOpa".

"TIpexpme BCero, s CKa3ajl, YTO 9TO KPBLJIO ABOpLA. Tl MOXKeIlb XOAUTH IO Cafy IOJI0H, eCIU X04elb",
- IpoGOPMOTAI OH, 00ECITOKOEHHBIH.

"Mory nu a?"

"4 611 mpenmoyen, YToOk TH 3TOT0 He Aefaja, HO s He CTaHy TeGs OCTaHaBIMBATh", - OTBEYAET OH
TI0CJIe TIIATeIbHOTO0 0OOyMBIBAHUS.

" He Mory BcTpeTuTh MiiepaTopa 6e3 COOTBETCTBYIOLIEN OfleX k", - menuy 5. "OH — ConHile
HwMnepuy, a He IPOCTO CIIyYalHBIM IIPOXOKUN".

"Temeps y Te€0s1 OONUT KUBOT?"

"He cunpHO. BBIJIO TPYOHO U3-3a KOPCETA, HO TEIEPh BCE B IIOPAOKE".



Fepuor B3AbIXa€T, O4YEBUOHO, C obneruyenueM. Tem He MeHee€, OH ITPOCUT MEHMA IIOOHATE COPOUYKY,
YTOORI ITOKA3aTh eMy. Tomnbko y'6eJII/IBH.II/ICI:>, 4YTO BCe HE XyXKe, HeM PaHbIlle, OH OTKUOBIBAETCS Ha
CIIMHKY OHWBaHa.

"Ckopo OymeT yxkuH", - CO00IIIaeT OH MHe, a 3aTeM Ha/luBaeT MHe OOKajl BHHA.

TonbKo ceridac s 3amMedaro Fpa(I)I/IH Ha cToe. { mMoTATUBAIO0 KPaCHYIO KHUOKOCTh 1 HaGHIOI[aI-O 3a
OeNCTBUSIMU repoora. OH 4TO-TO IIJIaHUPYET, HO 1 He MOT'y C YBEPEHHOCTBIO CKa3aTh, YTO UMEHHO.

"TrI X0poI10 ce0s YyBCTByelIb?" - CHOBa clipamuBaeT OH. OH BRITISIOUT TaKUM HEYBEPEHHEIM U
KaKUM-TO COMHUTEJIbHBIM. MOXET JIU 3TO OHITh...

"T'epIior, Thl OCTAHEIhCST Ha HOUB?" CIIPAIIMBAL0 s, TIOOOIBITCTBYS 0 ero HaMmepeHusx. Ho s He
3aMeyalo, YTO MOU BOIIPOC 3BYYHUT KaK MPUTIalleHue.

"f1 6yoy pan BBRIIOJHUTE ITPOCLOY MOEY TepIoruHu", - IPOU3HOCUT OH, IIOYTH MOAIPHITUBas Ha MECTe.
4 6pocaio Ha HeTo B3TJIA[, HO MyzKa He BOJIHYeT MOe HaCTPOEeHUe.

"¢ 6B mpUIleN paHbllle, HO MEeHS BRI3BAJl €70 BEJINUECTBO", - HAUMHAET OH.

" Tebs Toxe?"

"ITa", - kuBaeT oH. "ET0 BeuyecTBO 0CBOOOMMI MEHS OT 3a7ay, KOTOPEIE 5T BRIIIOJIHSJI, X CKa3aJsl, 4To
B 9TOM 'Oy MO IIOMOILb €My He HyXHa".

4 mpuKyceIBai ry0y, MOHUMasi, YTO 3TO MOSI BUHA. §1 M0XKaoBagach UMIIEPATOPY, ¥ AJIeKCaHAP
I0TepPsis paboTy.

"MimmmepaTop CcKa3aJl, 4To S JOJIXKEeH OCTaThCsI CO CBOEH MOJIOMIOM KeHOM, a He 6eraTh U3 OJHOTO
KOHIla UMIIEpUH B APYrou. 4 gymaro, OH mpas”, - IpofgoKaeT repuor. OH CKJIOHSET TOJIOBY Ha MOe
JIe40, U 1 UHCTUHKTUBHO I'JIaXy €ro BOJIOCHL.

"Temeph MOS ouepenb U3BUHATLCA", - Ienyy 5. "Bo BpeMs Gecenrl ¢ UMIIePaTOPOM s CKa3asa, YTO OH
oOpairaeTcsi ¢ TOOOY COBEPIIEHHO HECIIPABEAINBO. f OIPOCKIa ero BeIn4eCTBO IPEKPATUTh
MCII0JIb30BaTh Tebs TaK 4acTo U faTh Tebe MpU3HaHKUe, KOTOPOTO Thl 3aCTyKUBaellb. MHE CIeI0Bajo
OBl IepKaTh SI3bIK 3a 3yOamu".

"BoT Kak?" - mpo60opMOTas Irepror, paccnabnssack o MOUMU jJackaMu. "HUTak, 9T0 3aciyra Moen
TepLOTUHHY, eCJIU Y MeHs Telleph eCTh HEMHOT'0 CBOOOTHOTO BpeMeHu".

"TIpocTH, s HE AyMaJsa, YTO er0 BEeJIMYEeCTBO OTHANIUT Bac elle Oobiie. f UMb X0Tela IOMOYb Tebe,
yTOOBI UMIIEPATOP MYOIMYHO MPU3HAJ, HACKOJIBKO THI II0JIe3eH eMy U ITHpO."

"9T10 Tak?"
"910 mpaBma', - 6opmouy .

['ma3a repiora 0CTaHaBIUBAIOTCS Ha MHE, U 9TH YEPHHIE T7la3a Tak JA0OPEHl, YTO S He MOTY He
YIIBIOHYTHCSL €MY.

"Kak g MOry 3arnaguTh CBOIO BUHY?" IIEMYYy .

"He HyXKHO", - IIeTTYET reploT, HO ero ry0kl Tak 0JIM3K0 KO MHe.



A HaKTOHSAIOCH U ey ero. HOCKOJ’IBKY OH He OCTaHaB/IMBAET MeHs, 1 00XBaTHIBAIO €T0 IIEI0 PyKaMu
1 CaXyChb K HEMY Ha KOJIEHH.

"KaxeTcs, s yKe HallleJl, KakK TPOBECTH BCE 3TO HEOXKHUIAHHO MOSBUBILIEECS CBOOOIHOE BpeMs", -
IIemyeT OH, yOupas mpsab MOUX BOJIOC 3a YXO.

"TIpaBma?" oTBeYar 5, XUTPO ybibasck. "Mory nu s IOMO4b MOEMY T€PIOTY B 9TOM?"

"MMM, eCThb KOe-4TO, YTO THl MOXKEIb CHesiaTh", - TOBOPUT OH, HAKJIOHAS I'OJIOBY U LeJIys MO0 LIEI0 B
HY2KHOM MeCTe.

4 B3mbBIXaio U OTKUIBIBAIO TOJIOBY Ha3a[, 3aKPhbIBas I'/ia3d.

"¢ He xouy NpUUMHATH TeOe 60/b", - GOPMOUET TepIloT, HO He IIpeKpalaeT IeJIoBaTh MO0 KOXy. MHe
HPaABUTCS 3Ta €ro CjlaxkeHHoCTh. OH He MmepecTas IIPOBOJUTEL PyKaMU 110 MOeMY Tey, HO IPH 3TOM
YTBEPKIAET, YTO OCTAHOBUTCS, YTOOH HE TPUYUHUTEL MHE 0OJIb.

"Barra CBeTJIOCTb Halllesl CIIoco0 He CIIMIIKOM CUJIBHO HapsiraTh MOIO paHy?" IPOM3HOILIY 5, CKOPee C
UPOHUEN, yeM ¢ OECIIOKOWCTBOM.

"Hert, He Hammen", - MPU3HAETCSI OH C CAMBIM ITeYaIbHBIM BEIpAXKEHUEM JIKIla, KOTOPOe s Koraa-nubo
Bupesna. OH IOYTH B OTYASTHUHU, HACTOIBKO, YTO S pa3pazkaioCh CMEXOM.

"9TO0 He TaK yX U 0O0JIBHO", - TOBOPIO S U NMPUKKUMAaI0 PYKY K XKMBOTY, UTOOB! OKa3aTh CBOU CJIOBA.
"“ThI cepbe3H0?" - CIIpaIllBaeT OH, €ro I'la3a BHe3alHO IOTHB HageKIhl.
"Crasa OBl s ITAaTh 0 CBOEM 3[0POBbe, AnleKcanap?".

YcnriaB, Kak 5 Ha3blBalo ero 10 UMeHH, ¥ YBUEB MO0 000[IpSIONIYIO YIEIOKY, TepIor IPUHUMAaeT
peleHue.

"Xopo1ro", - cornamaercs oH. "Eciu Mos replioTMHSA TaK HacTauBaeT, Kak 1 MOTy OTKa3aTh?"
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