ATta3s IIPOAOoJIZKaJl OTYAaAHHO OBUTAThCA B PYK€ MY2XKYHNHEI, IIBITASACh BRIPBATHCA. Korpa HOX mouTHu
OOCTHUT MAJIEHBKOI'O Te€Jla KOTa, YTO-TO 3aCTAaBUJIO OCTAHOBHUJIO €Ir0 JdaXKe He IaB KOCHYThCA KOTa.

«YT0?" MyXKurHa 3aT0OBOPUJI TUXO, CMYIIEHHO.

Pyka yemoBeka, JlepKaBIIero HOXK, 3aKphIBajia KOIIaybi0 MOPAY, HO OH HE YyBCTBOBAJ, KakK HOX
TTPOH3AEeT KOXKY, a IJISIAs Ha XKUBOT KOIIKYU, HE BUMEN, YTOO TeKIa KpoBb. KOT laxke He BCKPUKHYIL.
OH He yMep MTHOBEHHO.

CTuBEH Ha HECKOJIBKO CEKYH[] MCIIYTaJICs, HO CHOBA, Teleph yxke 0ojee CepauTo, TOIKHY PYKOH,
IBITASICh YOAPUTh KOTA HOXKOM, OMHAKO, KakK OyATO mperpaaa nomMelrnana CTUBeHY HOTPOHYTHCS [0
HEr0 HOXKOM.

PasgpakeHHBIH, OH laXke He CMOTPeJI Ha KOTa, a CMOTPEJT Ha HOX ¥ Ha CBOIO PYKY, TIBITASCh IIOHATH,
4TO cy4nsiock. OH MOIIEBEIUT PYKOH, XKeJasi MPOBEPHUTH, HE 3aMyTajach I BO YTO-HUOYOb €T0
omexXma, HO HU4Yero He Harmesl. [1o-BuguMoMy, Bce GBITI0 HOPMAaJIbHO.

OH HECKOJIBKO Pa3 IIOMBITAJICA YOAPUTh KOTa, HO HUYET 0 HE BHIIIIIO.

OrnsHyBLUIMCH Ha KOTA, OH YBUMEJI, YTO TOT yKe He ABUTaeTcs, 4ToOw ocBoOoauThCs. Temeps Ata3
OBLIT COBEPIIEHHO HEMOIBUKEH, KaK OyaTo OH OBIJT MEPTB, IIPOCTO CMOTPEIT Ha HETO, 3pa4KU IMOYTH
TIOJTHOCTBIO 3AITOJTHUIIM €T0 I'J1a3a, OMHAKO eT0 pafyXKKa Teneps Obiia GroneToBOM, ¥ Y€TOBEK MOT
BUMIETH, IOYTH IIPO3PAYHBIN, HEOOIBLION CIEH MaTruy, BEIXOMSAIINH U3 I'1a3 XKUBOTHOTO, KaK OYATO 3TO
OBL1 (HMOTETOBHIN OBIM.

CnoBHO 3arMITHOTU3UPOBAHHLINA, ATa3 Havall TUXO MMPOU3HOCUTE "et comminuet, eorum quasi favilla
erit" cHOBa ¥ CHOBA, He OTPHIBas I'jla3 OT YesioBeKa, 0ogHAaKO CTUBEH He MOT MOHSTh, YTO TOBOPUT KOT,
TOJIBKO CJIBIIIAJT KaKOe-TO CTPaHHOe, HU3K0e MSyKaHbe, UCXOsIIee U3 TaCTH KHUBOTHOTO.

CTuBeH B3[POTHYJ U TYT Xe BCTPSIXHYI ATa3a, MHITasiCh 3aCTaBUTh XKUBOTHOE OTPearupoBaTh. Bece
ele ¢ HOXKOM B PyKe, HallpaBJIeHHBIM Ha XKHUBOTHOE, OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJ Y2KaCHYI0 60Jb B 3anscTee. OH
IIOCMOTPEJT Ha PYKY, HePKaBIIyI0 HOX, ¥ 3aMeTHJI, YTO OHa HauuHaeT 6arpoBeTh, KakK OYOTO YTO-TO
MellIajio KpOBY IIPOXOOUTE Yepe3 pyKy CTuBeHa.

He pa3mymbIBasi, MyKUKWHa OTIYCTHJI KOIIKY U HOXK, IepKa 3alsiCThe IPYroi PYKOH, YYBCTBYS, KaK
€ro pyKa CXHUMaeTCsI U CTaHOBUTCS Bce Ooiee 1 0ojiee ¢pHOIETOBOM, KOTa OH 3aKpuyasl 0T 6O0JIH.

W3-3a Maruu BpeMs, HeoOXOOUMOe MJIs TOT0, YTOOH PyKa YeJ0BeKa Havyaja THUTh, TPOUCXOMHIIO
Ype3BBIYaHO OBICTPO.

Arta3 ynasn Ha 4YeTBepPeHbKH U IIPO0JIKaJl CMOTPETh Ha HET0, HaclaxXK/asch CIIeHOM, B KOTOPOH
YyeJi0BEeK KOpUHuJIca oT 00JM, BUsd, KaK MeJIeHHO THUET ero coOCTBeHHas pykKa. [71a3a ATasa cusiu
BCce 0osbite ¥ 60JIblIEe, U C KaXKABIM 1IaroM, KOTOPHIHM KOT [ejiaj 10 HalpaBlIeHUIO K YEJIOBEKY,
3amsicthbe CTeBaHa CXKUMAJIOCh BCe CUIbHEE, ¥ OBIJIO CIIBIIIHO, KAaK XPYCTIT KOCTH YeJI0BEeKa.

On MYYMJICA Ha IIOJIY M IIOIIOJI3 K OBEPH, IBUT'dd HOTaMH, NEeP2XKaCh 3a 3allsACThe, YMOJIAA KOTa
IIPEKPATUTh O€eJIaThb TO, YTO OH AeJiajl, HO ATas IIPOCTO UTHOPHUPOBAJI €TI0 U IIPOAO0JIZKAJl HYBCTBOBATh
BOCXUTUTEIbHBIN BKYC 0omu u IIBITOK, KOTOPKEIE OH HE 3HaAJI, YTO MOT'YT OBITH TAKHUMU IPUATHBIMHU.

- Hoquy MHE€ TaK HPABUTCs CJIIYIIATh, KaK OH KpI/I‘-II/IT? - OyMaJl KOT, BRICAChIBAd XKM3Hb U3 PYKHU
4YeJjioBeKa C KaXKObIM MI'HOBEHHEM, II0OKa €r0 PyKa I'HHhJla BCe OoJbIIe.

Yemnosex, ypOHI/IBH.II/Iﬁ HOZXK Ha IIOJI, IIOHKUMafd, 9TO 0071b He IIPEeKPaTUTCA, IogyMaJl, 9TO



€OUHCTBEHHBIN CIT0CO0 U30aBUTHCS OT CTPafaHuM - yOUTh XKUBOTHOe. OH JBUHYJ HOTOM K HOXKY,
neXaBllleMy Ha Ioyy. AHa, TapaJX30BaHHAas, 3aMeTHIa HeflaBHee JBUKEHUeE YeloBeKa, KOTOPHIN
IBUTAJICS C TPYHIOM, u nobexasa K HOXY, HacTynas Ha HEero U Melllasi My>K4YKWHe CXBaTUTh €ro.

On CMOTpPeEJI Ha Hee C OTYadHHEM B I''Ta3aX, MOJISA O IIOIIaae. AHa IIOCMOTPeEJIa Ha HeTO C
OTBpPallleHuEM. B OEBYIIKE ITOYTHU MO2XKHO OBLIO YBUOETh HEMHOI'O Cafgu3Ma, HO OHa Oblla He Tak YX 1
I1J10Xa... BCe K€ CHUJIbHO OTJIn4aJiaCh OT KOTa.

Ona cpenarna mar Brepeq, He gaBasd ATa3y IOOOUTU K MyKUYMHE, U B3sJ1a HOXK OJHOU PYKOU, XOJIOTHO
raas Ha MykuuHy. OHa HanpaBuia HOX Ha HEeTo, a 3aTeM yKa3aJsla Ha [IBepb, TI0Ka3kIBasi, 4YTO OH
MOJIKeH YUTH, eCly He X04eT, YTOOHI ero pyKa Obljia IIOJTHOCTBIO Pa30pBaHa. ATa3, IPUKPHITHIN TEJI0M
AHBI, TPOJOIXKAJ CMOTPeTh Ha CTUBEHa MEePTBBLIM B3IJIANOM U3-3a HOT JEBYIIKHU.

Bxoguasi gBepb AHHI pacnaxHyjach caMa co0oii, ¥ CTUBEH € OOJIBIINM TPYAOM IIOMHSJICS U BhIOeXKar
13 KBAPTUPHI, OTYASTHHO HaXKuMas KHONKY TU(Ta, KOTOPHEIY, K CYACThI0, Y2Ke HaXOAUJICSI Ha 3TOM
araxe.

On BOexKaJ BHYTPb, AepKach 3a 3aMsCThe, YTOOH HE YIacTh.

Ana HOH68}KaHa K OBEPH, 3aXJIOIIHYJIa €€ U IIPUCIIOHNUIIACh CIIMHOU K OBEpHU. Ona CKOJIb3HYJIa BHUS,
yTOOBI CECTh Ha IIOJI, B3AbIXasi.

ATa3s cuger, YYBCTBY, KaK €T0 I''ta3a IIPUXO0OAT B HOPMY. OH MoYTH He BHICACHIBAII 9HEPIrulo, TaK KakK
YMHUDPaJIa TOJIBKO PYKa, ITIO3TOMY OH HE YyYBCTBOBAJI YCTAJIOCTH, KAK PaHbIIIE, TOJIBKO JIETKOE
TOJIOBOKDPY2KEHHUE.

AHa, TocJIe 1I0Ka, MOHSB, YTO MPOU30III0, OBICTPO BCTAIa ¥ UCIYTaHHO TOCMOTPea Ha ATasa. "UTo
THI?" - CIIDOCHUJIAa OHQ, IJIAMASA Ha HEro CO CTPaxoM.

ATa3 He BbIKA3aj HU CTPaxa, HA HEYBEPEHHOCTH, YTO AHa y3HaeT o ero Mmaruu. OH 3Ha, 4yTo OymeT
IIPOCTO ITOKOHYHUTD C Hel, eClId YTO-TO MouaeT He Tak. OHa He MOrJia COOOIIUTh 06 3TOM HUKOMY,
IIOTOMY YTO ee COuix OBl CyMacCIIe/IIel, TOYHO TaK e, KaK HUKTO He moBepun Ob1 CTuBeHy. [laxe
ecny OBl OH YIIIeN C pa3faBlIeHHOW ¥ MOYTH ITOTHOCThIO CTHUBILIEH PYKOM, AHA, C ee MaJleHbKIUMU
pasMepaMiu, HUKOI'TIa He CMoria Obl cienaTh YTO-TO MOA00HOe, ¥ OH He PUCKHYJ Obl IIOABEPTHYThH
COMHEHHIO CBOE 3[IPaBOMEICIIHE, YTOOH OCYOUTh 0YapOBaTENbHYI0 MaJIeHbKYI0 KOIIKY.

- 4 3Hana, 4To B TeOe eCTh UTO-TO CTPaHHOe... B moboMm ciydae, cnmacubo, 4YTO IIOMOT MHE C 3TUM
TIapHeM, - CKa3ajla OHa, BCe ellle IpoXKa, HO ynbi0asich. AHa HallpaBUIach Ha KyXHIO, YTOObI BHIMBITh
yIaBIIUH Ha I0JI HOX.

Kot BCKOUHXTI Ha CTOJI U JIETOHBKO IOIIEBEIUI JIalloM KOTEJIOK, IT0Ka3kbiBasi, YTo OyneT ronofgeH. AHa
OTJIsIHyNach U B3sina 6aHKy B pyKy. "Ho 9T0 ke monHasi... Tebe He TOHPABUIIOCH? - CIIPOCUTIA OHA,
TJISIAS1 Ha HeTO.

ATa3s B 9TOT MOMEHT HUKAK He OTpearupoBas. Tak MHOTO BCEro IIPOM3O0III0, YTO KOIIIKa MOTJIa
OyMaTh TOJILKO O TOM, YTO OHa Oy[eT ecThb HaJIbIlle.

3aTeM AHa IIpUHAJIACh TOTOBUTH AUlla, II0Ka KOT OTHBIXAJ Ha ee CcTose. ATa3 Havyasl OyMaTh O TOM,
YTO IIPOU3OIIJIO C TOTO MOMEHTA, KaK OH IIPUIIETT B 3Ty HOBYIO 9py. EMy HykKHO Ob1s10 00JIbIIIE Y3HATH
0 CBOEU Maruy u3-3a TOr0, YTO CIIYYUJIOCh CETONHS YTPOM. DTOT IapeHb faxke He OB €0 Bparom u
IIBITAJICS YOUTH €r0, UTO He UMeJIOo AJig Hero HUKAKOro CMEICTIa. AHa flaXke He BHUeJa ero 0
BUYEpAIIHEro OHS; KaK OH MOT OBITh YeM-TO HaCTOJIbKO IIEHHHIM [JI Hee, YTOOB OECIIOKOUTELCS O TOM,
YTO €ro XXKU3HU yIpoxKaeT OIaCHOCTh?



Kpome Toro, eMy 1moBe3Jio, 4YTO eMy yaasoCh IMOTJIOTUTh MaHy MOHCTPA U3 MMapKa. Eciu HeT, To OH
MOXKeT OBITh y2Ke MepTB. ATa3 HoJzKeH ObI HayaTh XOOUTH ITOCJIe TPEHUPOBKYU CBOEH HOBOM Maruwu.
Iaxe mpu TOM, YTO OH 3HAJI HEKOTOPhIE 3aKJIMHAHUS HEKPOMAHTHH, 9TO OBIIO BCE €IIle CIIUIIKOM
MaJIo IJIs TOTO, YTO OH IIpefrosarai.

YeoBek, KOTOPHI CMOTPETT Ha HETr0, Y KOTOPOTO, Ka3aJiock, He OBIIO JIKIA, BEPOSITHO, faxke He OBl
WX XO3SIMHOM, a TPOCTO HAEMHUKOM, KOTOPOMY ITPHKa3a/y MIPUKa3aTh TO, YTO CHAEJaid MPOKIISATHE.
HacTtosmuit MacTep He PUCKHYJI OBl IOSIBUTHCSI Ha Ny0O/IMKe, YTOOR ©30aBUTHCS OT C1aboro
BOJIIIeOHUKA, 0COOEHHO OT KOTa.

- Ho torma ... .. Tel MeHST moHUMaeIL?" AHa IpepBaja Pa3MBIIIIEHUST KOTa, IOCTaBUB IIepel HUM
TapeJIKy C AUYHULeH. - Tak BOT I04eMy ThI BYepa Urpaj Ha KoOMIboTepe, ga? [IoToMy 4TO TH
IIOHUMAaeIb, 0 YeM 5 TOBOPIO?"

ATa3 moHuMaloIe IIOCMOTPEJI Ha JEeBYHIKY, HO IIpeXae 94eM OH yCIIeJI OTBETUTD, 3allaX ANYHUITEL
MSATKO KOCHYIJICA Hosnpeﬁ KOTa, 3aCTaBUB €TI0 IIPOCTO OIIYCTUTH I'OJIOBY U C PAOOCThEIO €CTh €.y.
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