Bce Ov1710 Tak PacCIIIEIBYATO. A camiman KPHUKHN oeTen u B3POCIJIBIX, XpUIIEHNE 2KUBOTHHIX,
KOPYalmuxcd OT 00H. CueHna OBITIa MIOJTHOCThIO KpaCHOfI, " g 9YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO MO€ TE€JI0O CTAHOBUTCA
ropsga4dee u ropsiuee, IoKa BHE3allHO... BCe HE OCTaHOBHUIIOCH.

-T'me g? .. .. 4TO 3TO 3a 3amax?" - mymasn ATas, IbITasCh MOTHATH CBOE MaJleHbKOE U XPYIIKOE TEeJO C
XOJIOIHOTO ¥ HEeYyHoOHOro moJa.

OH yyBCTBOBAJ ce0s Tak, CJIOBHO €T0 IIpuaaBuiio gepesoM. OH He MOT yaepKaThCs Ha HOoTax 6e3
IOPOXHU B pyKax, 6e3 Toro, 4ToO0B CHOBA yIaCTh BEIOMBIINUCH U3 CHJL.

ATa3 4yBCTBOBAJI 0YEHb CUIIBHYIO O0JIh B TOJIOBE, TIO9TOMY OH ITOIIBITAJICS MTOJIOXKKUThH Ha Hee PYKH,
IIBITAsICh XOTh KAK-TO OCTAHOBUTE €€. - Y MeHsI TaK O0JIUT ToJIoBa. 1 He IIOMHIO HUYEro U3 TOr0, YTO
mpou3oinio. Ho mpexpae yeM OH 3aKOHYMJI CBOIO MBICJIb, €0 TJla3a Havajlu OJeJHeTh, a 3aTeM,
OIIyCTHB PYKH, OH 3aMETHUJI B HUX YTO-TO CTPAHHOE: OHM ObIIM MaJeHbKUMHU U BOJIOCATHIMU.

-IIOOOKON!? YTto ciy4Yyuiock ¢ MOUMHU pyKaMu?" - mogyMasl OH, IIBITasACh MOLIEBEIUTh CBOUMU
Tellepb yKe MaJleHbKUMHU JlallkaM#, KOTOPhIe ObIIM Ilepeq ero nuioM. Korpma oH nomsTancs
PaccMOTPEThL BCE CBOE TEJI0, KOTOPOE TeIeph OBIIO MTOKPHITO YEPHEIM MEXOM, OH OBIN eltle 6omee
1IopaXkeH, IIOHSIB KOe-4To eIe. - ITO ... 3T0 XBOCT?" ATa3 003aBesics 60IbIINM MOXHATEIM XBOCTOM.

CMyIeHHBIN, OH OTJISIAENICS ¥ 3aMETHUJI, KaK YMEHBIIHUIICS ero pa3Mep. YToOH MOMbITaThCS 00OPaThCs
0 JIY2K¥, KOTOpast ObIyIa PSimoM, OH OTTOJIKHYJICS CBOMMY MaJIeHbKUMM PYKaMHU, YTOOHI BCTATh, U
TIOTIRITAJICS UOTHU CBOMMU MaJIeHbKMMU 3aJHUMU HOTAMHU K JIy2Ke, OMHAKO ATa3 0oibline He OBl
YeJI0BEKOM, II03TOMY OH Haudaj TEePSTh PaBHOBECHE U B KOHEYHOM UTOTe YIIaJl B TyXKYy, OTYETO ero
YyepHBIEe BOJIOCH CTaIH ele 60ee CeprIMU (CeIBIMU) U TPSI3HBIMH.

Atas ¢ BOPYaHUEM IIOOHSAII T'OJIOBY B CEJl. HepBoe, YTO IIPHUIIIO €MY B I'OJIOBY, - 3TO BOCIIOJIE30BATHECSA
OOHHM M3 CBOHUX 3aK/IMHAHUH, YTOOBI BBEIMBITHECA, IIOCKOJIBKY TEIIE€Ph OH BECh ITPOMOK U €My
HOTpeﬁyeTCﬂ BpeMs, yTOOLI CHOBA CTaTh YHUCTHIM. Ho KOIr'la OH TUTHUPOBAJI MarndieCkoe 3aKJIMHaHue
OYMCTKH, HUYEro He IIporucCxoguiio. ATa3 OBIT B 3aMeIIaTeIbCTBE U nmogymaii, 970, BOSMOZKHO, OH MOT
KaK-TO UCIIOPTUTH 3aKJINHAHNE.

OH momyMaUt u MOBTOPHII ellle pa3, yOeguBIIKCEH, YTO Ha 3TOT pa3 BCe [ellaeT MpaBuiIbHO. Huuero e
IIPOU3OIIIIO0. - Y MeHsI KOHYUJIACh 9Heprus? Ho B 3TOM HET HUKAKOI0 CMHIC/IA. & OBl TOYYBCTBOBAJI,
ecnu OBl y MeHsI 3aKOHYMJIAaCh SHEPTHUS; 3TO COBCEM OPYroe YyBCTBO, YeM YCTAJIOCTh Tejla. MoxeT
OBITH, 51 IPOCTO YTO-TO 3a0BL1 H... - [IOCMOTPEB BHU3, OH YBU[IEJI CBOE OTPaKeHUe U IOHSIJI, YTO
TeTephb OH CTajl MATKUM, TyIIKACTHIM KOTOM, TIOTEPSIBIIMM POCT, KOTOPHIH, 110 KpalHel Mepe,
COXPaHUJI BOCTIOMUHAHHUS.

- ... a 9-KoT? YT0 mpoucxogut?" - HeTOAYMIlle CKa3al OH, TJIsgd Ha CBOe OTpaXkeHue B Iyxe. Ata3
ITOYYBCTBOBaI pa3oyapoBaHue. OH He MOT KOHTPOIMPOBATh CBOIO Maruio, KOTopasi paHblie Oblyia [Jis
HEro 4eM-TO IIPOCTHIM U OYEBUOHEIM, a TETePh OH OH IIOTEPSJI U CBOE TEJI0, OHHAKO U3MEHUIOCh YTO-
TO elre.

Cnyx u 3peHue ATa3a CTajid TOYHee, YTO 3aCTaBUJIO €r0 HeMeJIeHHO 3aMeTUTh II0SBIIEHUE
MaJIeHbKOT'0 HACEKOMOT'0 CPey TPSI3HBIX KOPOOOK, OPOIIEHHEIX B YTy IEPEYIIKa, TOe OH, Ka3asioch,
ceituac Haxomuics. "[To KpaiiHel Mepe, 5T He CTaJl HUUTOXHBIM YepBSIKOM", - yTelasn oH ce0s. (.
[To MoeMy KOTHKH - BepIIMHA MUPO3[aHus, a Y HEeTO ellle ¥ Marus COXpaHuiachk...)

[ToBepHYBLIKCH K XKYKY, OH CKa3a: "2Kajb, UTO ThHI IOSIBUJICA IIPSIMO celdac mepeno MHOU. Thl
IoJKeH ObITh TOJIBIIEH TEM, UTO 1 coOMpach yOUTh Te6sI, TOTOMY YTO... ThI TIEPBBEIN U3 MHOTHX, KTO



noru0HeT, 4YTOOH YKPENUTh MOIO CHITY."

ATa3 cHOBa IIOYYyBCTBOBAJ Ce6s1 MOTYIIEeCTBEHHEIM; OH YyBCTBOBAJ, YTO MUP CHOBa OymeT
npuHaanexarth eMy. OH ycTaBuicsa Ha 6efHOe HaCeKOMOe, KOTOpoe ucKao muiry. C KyTKou
yneIOKo#M Ha nuile Ata3 6e3 Maneniero konebanus npousHec ciaoBa: "®oryc Cnekrpoc". OH
YyBCTBOBAJ YTO-TO, KaK OyATO ero Marnyeckasi 9Heprus MpuCcyTCTBOBaia, HO HUUEro He
npoucxoguio. Maruyeckoe 3akjiMHaHUEe, KOTOpoe 0OLIYHO IIpeBpalliaiio BCe B Melel, Telephb He
MOTJIO IPUYMHUTE Bpefia faxKe MaJleHbKOMY He3HaUUTeIbHOMY HaCEKOMOMY.

Arta3 3aKaTwuJl I'a3a, BCIOMHUB, YTO OOJIbIIIE HE MOXKET UCII0Ih30BaTh CBOU IIPEXKHUE CUJIHI, U B
OTHasSHUU IIOCTYy4YaJsl HOTaMHU I10 3eMJie, 3aCTaBUB HaCEKOMOe B3[IPOTHYTh U CHOBA y0eXkKaTh B
KOpOOKH. - { 3Hato, 4TO BO MHE BCe ellle eCTh KaKasd-TO Marus. f mouTu He YyBCTBYIO €€, HO 3HalO,
YTO BO MHe €ellle 0CTaJI0Ch HEMHOTO BEJIUKOM CUJIbl. M Bce XKe 51 He MOTY IOHSITh, TIOYEMY 5 HE MOTY
WMH T10JIh30BaThCA... M mouemy s Tak ciad?"

HeKOTopOG BpeMi ATas Moiyar, IIPUCIIYIIHNBAACE K IIYMY UTI'DAIOIIUX OeTeln u B3POCIIBIX,
IMpoxogsamux MUMO. OH MHCTUHKTHUBHO IIOMBITAJICSI BCTATh U MOUTH A0 KOHIIA IepeyikKa, B KOTOPOM
IIPOCHYIJICS, HO, IIOCKOJIBKY OH 0oJibitie He OBITT B YeJI0BEYECKOM TeJie, OH CHOBA YIIaJl Ha II0JI U3-3a
TOTr'0, 4YTO HE CMOTI" IIOHATH (I)YHKI.II/II/I CBOETr'0 HOBOI'O TeJjla.

HecMoTpst Ha TO, 4TO ATa3 y3HaJl, UYTO OH CTaJl KOTOM U IIPHOOpPEs HEKOTOPHIe yIydIleHHEe YyBCTBa,
OH BCe ellle He 3HaJI, KaK JeHCTBOBATh UJIM AyMaTh, KaK 3TO BoOOIIIe HenalT KOTE? OH HE MOT
TIOHSTH, KaK €My HY2KHO JBUTATh CBOMMHU YETHIPbMS HOTaMu, YTOOH XOmuTh. OH HHCTHHKTHUBHO
TIOMBITAJICS TOTHSTE ¥ MOIIEBEIUTh HOTAMHU, KaK 4eI0BeK. EMy Hy2KHO ObIJIO XOTsI GBI TIOMBITATHCS
IBUTAThCS, KaK JKUBOTHOE, HO Pa3oyapoBaHUe OT TOTO, YTO OH ceddac ciab u 6GecrioMoltieH, ObII0 Tak
BEJIUKO, YTO OH He MOT 9TOTO MOHSTE.

- 4 maxe He MOT U30ABUTHCS OT 3TOT0 HUYTOXKHOTO HACEKOMOT0, KOTOPOE MOSBUJIOCH IEPego MHOM..."
[Tpexme 4eM OH yCIlesI 3aKOHYUTh CBOIO MEIC/Th, YTO-TO GOJIBINIOE U YEPHOE IIPOMETIBKHYIIO TIePer
ajjieel, rue OH IPOCHYJICS, BRI3BAB HETIPUSTHEIN IITyM, KOTOPHIHM 3acTaBui ATa3a B3IPOTHYTh U
WHCTUHKTUBHO TOOIPHTHYTh. B3IPOTHYB, OH IOMBITAJICS TIOIIEBETUTHCS, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO 3TO
OBLIO HEVKITIOXKE, 32 KaKUMU-TO TPSI3HEIMU KOPOOKaMHU, JIeKABIINMH PSIOM.

- Yro 9TO 3a eMOH?" - TOAyMaJl OH, 3arjsAfbiBas B OMHO U3 OTBEPCTUH B KOPOOKe.

Korpa ara mryka npomia, Ata3 6blT CMyIIEH, HO TaKXKe B3BOJIHOBAH TeM, C YEM OH CTOJIKHETCS B
OymymeM. EMy oueHb XOTEIIOCh ITOHSITh TO, YTO TOJIBKO YTO ITPOU3OIIIIO Y HETO Ha T7la3ax. 3aTeM Aras
TIOCMOTPEJ Ha MaJleHbKKe KOMOYKY MeXa, KOTOphIe Telepb 3aMEHUIN My PYKH, U TIOMBITAJICs
TIOIIEBENIUTh HOTOM, YTOOBI M/TH.

CHayasa OH IIOIIeBEe U IePeIHUMK HOTaMHu, IOTOM 3agHUMHU. JI000#, KTO B3T/ISTHYJ OBl Ha KOTa
u3gasneKa, moxaen Obl eT0, PEIIrB, 9YTO Y ATa3a MPOOJIEMEH C JTallaM¥; OH TaK CTPAHHO XOAuI. [loums
10 KOHI[A IIePeYJIKa, OH BLITSHYJI JIAIEl ¥ TOJILKO TOT/IA ITOHSII: OH OOJIbIle He B CBOEM BPEMEHH.

BeposiTHO, Temeps 9To Ob10 ganmekoe Oyayinee. HuuTo He OBIIO MOX0XKeE Ha TO, UYTO OH BUJIEN PaHbIIIe.
Tam OblIM XKEHITUHBL B KOPOTKOW OfleXKe U MYyKUYKUHBI B O0TATUBAIOIIEN TeMHOM ofexkfe. ATa3 faxe
IpefcTaBuTh cebe He MOT, YTO 3TO TaKOe; TaKUX Belllel He CYIIeCTBOBAJIO B TO BPeMs, KOTfia OH
POXHUIICS, ¥ BUOETD KEHIITMH B TAKOM KOPOTKOM ofexK[e WK faxe Opiokax OBIIO Oy Hero abcypaom;
9TO HEe UMEJIO CMEICTIA.

Heykmnroxe nepebupas namamu, Ata3 HalrpaBUICS K BEIXOAY M3 mepeynka. [IpsMo mepen HUM 4TO-TO
TIPUBJIEKJIO €T0 BHUMaHueE. Yepes ynuily MOXKHO ObIIO YBUAETH IIEKAPHIO C OOIBIIUM OKHOM, KOTOPOE
CIIyCKaJIOCh 0 CAMOTO I10J1a, ¥ Yepe3 Hero OH MOT BUIETh HECKOJIBKO I[BETHHIX XJIe00B U MUPOKHEIX,



BBICTABJIEHHBIX Y€pe3 CTEKJI0 BMECTe C UYHEeCHHIM 3allaXOM, KOTOPBIA UCXOOUI OTTyda. ATa3 MOCTOSI
HEMHOT0, TJISI[IST Ha KOJIMYEeCTBO e[kl Teper co00i, ¥ BOCXUTHIICS POCKOIIIBIO 9TOM ITeKapHH, TaK KakK B
€ro BpeMs CTEeKJI0 OBIJI0 Upe3BbIYaliHO JOPOTUM MJIS TPOU3BOACTBA B O0IBIIMX MacInTa0ax, Kak 3TO
OBLII0 3MeCh B MOMOIHEHNE K KONMUYECTBY ebl, KOTopas Obljla BEICTaBJIEHA.

- BRIrnsAguT o4eHb anneTuTHO. "4 Tak rojofeH", - mogyMall OH, U B JKMBOTE y HEro I'pPOMKO 3aypyaio.
Arta3 OBIJT 3aTUITHOTH3UPOBAH, @ 3aTeM II0JIOXKHUJI OHY U3 CBOUX JIall Ha TOPSunii achHanbT YIUIE, HO
KaK TOJIBKO OHU KOCHYJINCH, IIepefl HUM Cpa3y XKe IIpoexajia MallliHa, 3aCTaBUB €r0 UCIIYyTaHHO
OTCTYNIUTb U U3MEHUTDH CBOU MYTh.

[TocMoTpeB HajleBo, OH 0OHAPYKUII ellle HECKOIbKO BUTPUH. BriBecka ¢ Hagmuchio "CMOTpHU CBOE
Oynmymee 3nech - KapTomanTe [InHU3" B KOHIlE YIXLE IPUBJIEKIIa €70 BHUMaHNe. ATa3 Hadall AyMarTh,
YTO, BO3BMOXKHO, 9TOT "BOJIIIEOHUK" 3HAET, KaK TOMOYb eMy C Ipobiemoit ero Mmaruu. OH C TPYOOM
3aCTaBUJI CBOE XPYIIKOE TEeJI0 IBUTaThCS B HAIlpaBJIeHUU 3HaKa M HEYKIIIOXKe HallpPaBUJICSA K HEMY.

He ycmen oH npuOnuU3UTLCS K BHIBECKE, KaK YCIIBIIIA, YTO 3a HUM OEryT IeTH. OTO 3aCTABUIIO €TI0
YIIU TIOGHSATHCS, U OH IIOMBITAJICS YCKOPUTEL CBOM TeMIl. ATa3 ejBa yclieBas IepeaBUraTh CBOUMU
JlariaMu, Tak 4YTo MOMEITKa 6eXaTh He yBeHdanach YCIEeX0M.

Korga metu npubau3uIuch K HEMY, MaJIeHbKast IeBOYKA CO CBET/IHIMU I'Ia3aMH, KOTOpast Oblia C
TPyIIoH, ckasana: "CMoTpure, pebsra, TaM KOTeHOK!"

OnuH U3 MalbuYUKOB OTTOJIKHYJ OEBOUKY U mopouIes 6uxke K ATa3y, KOTOPHIY BCe ellle HeYKITIoXKe
IBITAJNICS YUTUA. Manbumk cka3an: "Kakol ypOAJIUBEIA KOT, OH TaKOX CTPAHHBIUA. UTO CIIy4YUIIOCH C
3TUM KUBOTHBIM?

Arta3 Bce elle cMOTpell Ha peberka. OH He BHIKA3bIBAJl HY CTPaxa, HU THEBa; ATa3 IMPOCTO CTOSII U
IyMall 0 TOM, KaKyl0 Maruio OH MOT ObI KCII0JTb30BaTh, YTOOHI IIOKOHYMUTE C KU3HBIO 9TOT0 Malb4YuKa
TOJIBKO 3a TO, YTO TOT OCMEINUJICS BCTPETUTHLCS C HAM JIULIOM K NTUITy. B3rasm KoTa cTan XOIOOHBIM.
Marnp4yuK He MOT HalTH AyIIM 3a KolllauybMMHU I'1a3aMu. OH cTapasics He CMOTPeTh Ha ATa3a. OH
YYBCTBOBAJ, YTO B 9TOM KOIIIKE, XOTSI OHA U BHITJISIAENIA XPYIKOM, OBIIIO YTO-TO CTPAHHOE.

YToOHI MPOM3BECTH BIIeUATIEHUE HA APYy3el, MalbYMK PeIui 00JIblie Mou3aeBaThCs Hag ATa3oM. -
Thl TakoM cTpaHHbIM! [ToueMy OBl HaM He MTPUBSI3aTh €I'0 BOH TaM, IO IePeBOM, YTOOB HUKTO He
BU[EJI 9TOr0 ypopa?"

ety paooM ¢ HUM 3aCMeSIINCh, U APYTOM MalIb4YuK OTBEeTUI: "OH AEeUCTBUTEJIBHO TYIIOW, OH He
nBuraetcs. [IocMOTpUTE Ha 3TOT0 YPOIIUBOTO KOoTa". ['oBOps 9T0, peOeHOK MMHYJ ATa3a B 3aJHIOI0
JIaIy, 4To CTaJio IPUYMUHOU ero nafgeHus, Tak Kak ATa3 Bce ellle IIJI0X0 CIPaBIAICI CO CBOUMU
JlarlaMu.

Bce meTu 3acMesnuCh ¥ Hadalu NUHATh HECYACTHOTO KOTa K yTIIy TpoTyapa. ATa3 OBl CMYIIEeH U
KpaiHe 3071. OH MIONBITAJICS UCIIOIb30BaTh CBOU CHUJIBI, HO OHU OKa3ajuch Oecrone3Hsl. OH gaxe
TIOTIBITAJICS TOllaparaTh MaJleHbKUX HETOMsIeB, HO ATa3 HMKaK He MOT BHITAIIUTh CBOU OCTPHIE KOT'TH
13 Nan. ATa3 HaKOHEI] IIOMbITAICSI KPUKHYTh AETSAM, YTOOB OHU yOMpPasIUCh, HO U3 €ero PTa BEIPBAJIOCh
JIVIIb TPOH3UTEIbHOE MSyKaHbe.

- Kakoro xpena? Trl gaxe MgyKaTh He yMeellb? Tel JeNCTBUTEIIBHO YPOA. [laBaili IOKOHYUM C 9TUM, -
CKa3aJl IepBbIi MaJIbUMK, KOTOPHINM TKHYJ B Hero manasueM.

- Yro TH cobupaelbcs genath, ['ekTop?" ManeHbKast IeBoOYKa, KOTopas IepBol 3aMeTusa ATasa,
IIOMOIIIa C OECIIOKOMCTBOM.



- 3aTKHHUCB, Mapm{. Takas OEBYIIKA, KaK ThkI, HE JOJI2KHa COBATh B 3TO CBOH HOC, - KPUKHYIJI FeKTop
MaJIEHbKOH IEBOYKE CO CBETJIBIMU TJIa3aMU pdAOoOM C HUM.

Arta3 0wl 3arHaH B yroi. OH IbITancs nepedpaThcs Ha APYTYI0 CTOPOHY, HO KTO-TO U3 pebHr,
KOTOpBIe ObLIM ¢ I'eKTOpoM, OTTONKHYT ero. C KaMHEM B PYKe, MaJlbuUK HarHyJICS 04eHb OJTU3KO K
Atasy u ckasas: "Ycrokoncs, KOTUK. Thl IPOCTO HUUTOXKHOE XKUBOTHOE. HUKTO He OymeT cKydaTh 110
Tebe."

YcnpiaB 3Ty ¢pasy, ATa3 mpuilen B SPOCThb...
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