KpoBarts, BrimeneHHast ApucTaHe, 0Ka3alach He CTOJIb XOpola. Eif MPUIIIOCh YeThIpe rofia CTpajgaTh
Ha OPSIHHOM KPOBaTH, U 3TO OBITIO XyXKe, UeM JiexkKaTh Ha MOy .

"¢ mpocuia Tebs M03ab0TUTHCS BCETO JTUIIL 00 OOHOM KPOBaTH. MeOYHRIN".

[Tocne TOTO, KaK ee NUIIUIIU CTaTyca, ApUCTaHy yYBeU B KOHIOIIHIO. CTapas TOpHUYHAS 3aCTaBIIsIa
ee [lenaTh BCIO paboTy 1o momy u OojIbllle HU4YEero He ropopuia. [leHb mposeTesn ORICTPO, TOKa OHA
COCPENOoTOYHIaCh Ha OYKMCTKE KOHIOIIEeH 0T HaBo3a.

[Tutasicek MUIIb Pa3 B IeHb, OHa CUJIBHO IIOXYyOella, ee JIMIIO OCYHYJIOCh MEHLIIIE YEeM 3a HeOeJIl0.

"TakuMu TeMIlaMu g yMpy OT rojiofga".

Bort Tak onu BeIOpocunu Apuctany. KoHeuHo, mepBhIi rof ObIT TPOCTO y2KaceH. Brimo 60bIoi
ournOKOM MyMaTh, UTO BCe B IMOPSAKE, JIUIIL IOTOMY YTO OHA OTIIYCTHJIA 3TO B CBOEM CO3HAHUU, U YTO
fecrokouThCs He 0 4eM. [IepBas Henens Oblyla Tako¥ 6€3yMHOM, YTO OHA He MOTJjia 3acHYTh. [locie
3TOT0, B TEUEHHHU IIOJIYTOfa OHA KaX/I0e YTPO MPOCHIIanach B IPUIIafKaXx.

Brino Bpems, korga ee Opan cebe B mogMacTephe pa3Hopabouwnii. BLHIphIBas U CKUTast COPHSIKH,
KOTOBIPE B BHICOTY IOCTUTAJIU €€ IIJled, OHa JyMasia o KumireHe.

— 91! Prinaps! HeyxKenu Kakasi-To YOKHyTas OpsSHb npobpanach B IMepaTopckuii 3aMoK U
IIOMIOKTJIa ero?

Ecnu OBl ee Ka3HUIK, B 9TOM He ObIJI0 ObI HUUEero HeoORYHOT0. K cyacThio, ee y3HaJ UMIIePCKU
PHIIIAPH ¥, LIOKHYB SI3BIKOM, OTITPaBUIT Ha3af. Korma Takas CUTyalus IIOBTOPUIIACH B TPETUH pa3, e
TIPHUILTIOCH XKUTh C TIIYIIHIM UMIIEPCKUM pHIIIapeM 00K 0 60K 0KO0JIO ABYyX MecsiteB. OHa Hagesiacs,
YTO 3a 3TH OBA MecsIla PHIIaph He YOBeT ee.

BorT Tak oHa ¥ mpoponKaa XUTh 0e3 Hafiexk[ Ha JTydlee Oynyiiee.

— 91! 910 GemobprIcast UOUOTKA. ..

— O, uept! He obOparait Ha Hee BHuMaHus! OHa cHoBa TyT! Korpa aTo Hayanocs?

Bpewms choenano cBoe meno. Yepes monroga AprcTaHa MOTHOCTHI0 CMUPHUIAchk. BepHee, 0Ha IIPOCTO
Obla UCTOIIEHA OT ycTanocTu. OHA pellnsa IPUHSTh OTCYTCTBHE OymyILIero.

"9T0 maxe XyXe, 4eM CMepTh".

C atoro momeHTa ApucTaHa cTajna cBoOogHo#. OOpeTs myXoBHYIO CBOOOMY, OHA cTaja oOpallaTh



BHUMaHUE JIUIIb Ha CaMbI€ IIPOCThIE HpOGJ’[eMBI.

"9 romomua".

Camoti 60mbImoi mpo6meMoii Obi Tonof. [To3aHel HOYbI0 APHCTaHa MpsTanach Ha KyXHE COCETHET0
3aMKa, 4TOOH JOOKITh efy. CIyCTs TPU [AHS OHA IIOMAJIack.

— Q! Kakasi-To cyMaciieqias geBKa IIpsTanachk B MMepaTopCKoM OBOPIE U BOPOBajia NPOAYKTHI!

— O Boxe! XBaTuT co3maBath 6ecriopsuku!

OTBETCTBEHHEIH 3a KyXHIO He TOPeJT KeJTaHieM pellaTh IPo6IeMbl ¥ MCKaTh BUHOBHUKA IIPOIIAXKH,
TI03TOMY OHA CMOTJIa LeJIyI0 HeeJIi0 MPOAEeIFBaTh TOXKE caMoe. AprcTaHe OblsI0 04eHb HEYIOOHO
CTIaTh Ha KPOBATH, CTOSIBIIIEH B YTy KOMHATH, 00IyBaeMO# XOJIOMAHBIM 3UMHUM BETPOM,

KOTOPEIN IPOCAYUBAJICS YePEe3 CTApHe OKHA.

"Ecnu BCE OCTaHeTCs MO-IpekHeMy, KaKue TaM YeThIpe Tofia, s YMpY yKe 3Tou 3uMoii!"

Cy1ecTBOBa Mpefen TOro, C YeM MOXKHO CIIPAaBUThCS B OMMHOYKY. YTOOB HaCIaXKAaThCs Iy4Inen
JXKW3HbIO, ei He06X0uMa MOMOIIb IPYTHX. [IJIsT OTBETCTBEHHBIX CTAPHIX CITYT HE CYIIECTBOBAJIO
Hu4Yero 6oee 6e3yCI0OBHOTO, YeM UMIIEPATOPCKUY NIpHKas, I03TOMY, Ka3anoch, OyAeT mpoiie
CONMU3UTHCS C MOJIOTBIMY TOPHUYHBIMH.

OHa MBICJIEHHO IIepe0upasia BceX, KOTro 3Haja, HO, Ka3aJ0Ch, HA OOUH U3 HUX He OB BePHBIM,
II03TOMY, JTy4iiie 66110 6bI CaMOM IOCTaBaTh MPOAYKTHI, TIOOBIMU CIIOCOOAMHU.

"LlenHas uadopmanus u3 MMmnepaTopcKoro ABoplia, KOTOPYIO He 3HAIOT CIIyKaHKH".

Kaxpeii pa3, Korga ciyKaHK¥ coOMpanuch Ha IepephiB, ApHUCTaHa Imopxajia PsSaoM U, CJIOBHO
conoBel, mebeTana UM 0 MIaAIIAX OpaThsax ¥ 000 BCEM, O YeM 3HaJla TOJIbKO OHa.

— TpymHOCTH B TOM, YTO MJIAMLIKE OGpaT BCeTha 3alupaeT MapodyKy CIyKAaHOK U, HAC/IaXkmasich,
TBOPHUT C HUMHU HEBOOOPA3UMEIE BEIITH.

[lnan ApucTtanbl cpaboTan. CHavasa ClyKaHKY [efalyd BUMI, YTO HUYEro He 3HAIOT, U, He o0pamias
Ha Hee BHUMAaHUs, OTBOOUIM B3TJISOEL. [TPOIIIIO 0KOJIO MeCsIla, IIpexae 4eM AprucTaHa CTaja
IIEHTPOM UX BHUMAHWs, BO BpeMsi cOOpOB Ha IepephB B Oecenke 3a 4aeM.

— O Boxe. Torga oxa Onlla TOMOJIBJIEHA C TpadoM, HO OH OB ¢ I1000BHUIIEH!

— I-mr-mm1. A ecnu KT0-HUOYAb TeOs yensimut? OX, Boxe...



B3BonHOBaHHAS TOPHUYHAS OTJIsIAEIach, KPEIKO CkKaB Kyjnaku. Cys 0 WX pa3roBopaM, UMeHHO 00
3TOM CEeTrofHs CyJayduI BeCch ropon. COHOBUYHM, IeYeHbE, MACJIO ¥ IPYTHe IPOOYKThI, KOTOPEIE
TOPHUYHBIE IPUHOCST C COOO0M, IoMafany IpsMo B pyKu Apuctansl. OfHa M3 IMIYMHBIX CITy2KAHOK,
OIIyCTHB T'OJIOBY, IIPOIIIeNTala:

— YTo HacyeT YeTHIPHaALUATON uMnepaTpuikl? OHa He 6POCHIa CBOET0 XKEeHUXa, faXe HECMOTPS Ha
CTOJIb 3aTSHYBIINECS TPYTHOCTHU.

— TouHno. 4 cnblliana, YTO ee IIaHCH HaWTHU JOCTOWHOIO ITapTHEPA 0YeHb MaJlkbl.

— HaBepHoe, TaK U €CTh. XM, €llle BeIb OCTAIKNCh MOOXOOSIIIe KaHOUOATH, da?

Bce B30pH 00paTUIKCh K CTy2KaHKe, KOTOpas HemPUHYXKIEHHO OTBEeTHIa:

— Mapkus [Ixo3ed ITatemno.

Ixo3ed [NaTemnno. Korga oHa mpou3Hesna 3TO UM, T'Jla3a CIUIETHHUI, BO30YKIEHHO Topsilre B
0XKUOaHWH, TOTYXJIH.

— Ilonarato, 9T0 OH.

— 9%, 5 myMaJla, UTO eCTb ellle OflHa KpyIHas PribKa, 0 KOTOPOi s He 3Halo.

B umnepuu MorpanTe, ocoOeHHO B caMoM ee cepaile, MmmepaTtopckom [IBopiie, He OBIJIO HUKOTO, KTO
He 3HaJ Obl 0 Mapku3e [Ixko3ede ITanerto. OH ObIT 671aTOPOIHEIM aPHUCTOKPATOM, OIBITHBIM
O0u3HEeCMeHOM U BeJIMKUM MHTEeJJIeKTyasoM B uMnepuu. OH He Bliafies1 00JIbIION TEPPUTOPHEH.
Opnako, ceMbe [TaTenso He OBIIO HYKIB IOYUTATh YIeHOB KopomeBcKoit ceMbu. [e1o ObIIO B TOM,
YTO OHH BJIQfIeI0T OOJIbIIEH YACThIO KeJIe3HbIX JOPOT, IIPOXOAAIINX Yepe3 KPYIHbEIe TOPOaa, a TaKkKe
30JIOTHIMU U CepeOpPSHBIMU PYOHUKAMU, KOTOPEIX HACYUTHIBAJIOCH OKOJIO mecsaTH. [Ixko3ed ITaTenmo
OB TJIAaBOY CeMbU U UMeJl CUly BoKeCcTBeHHOI KPOBH.

— OOuHOKME My>KYMHA B TAKOM Bo3pacTe — OoJblIast pefIKOoCTb.

Cpenu XOJIOCTSIKOB Takue OpUIITHaHTH, KaK Mapku3 [[2ko3ed, BCTpedanuch KpalHe pefiKko, ¥ XOOuI0
MHOT'0 CJTyXOB BOKPYT €T0 3aTSHYBIIEHCS BONMBHOM KU3HU. MEBIC/Ib O TOM, YTO OH MOXKET OBITH
OKOJTbIIOBAH KEM-TO OOHUM, Obl/la BeChMa HeoOkrYHa. B Hapome IyTUIu, YTO OH CKPEIBAET COTHIO
JKEeH.
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