JlexaH Me[IJIeHHO HAKJIOHHUJICS, YTOOB DIeJUIKC yCIlela MOAT0OTOBUTh CBOe cepare. PaccTosHue
MeXIy HUMH COKPAIIAI0Ch, a MeBYIIKa MPOJoJKada CMOTPETh Ha HETo IHPOKO OTKPEITHIMU
rna3amu. JIexaH MmomozKas, MoKa OHa 3aXKMYPUTCS, HO DAEJUINC 3TOTO He cesiana, I09TOMY OH He
BBITIEP2KAJl ¥ TOIEIOBal e€. BCTpeTHBIIUCE C HEH B3TIISIOM, OH IPHKUMAJICST K €€ Ty6aM CHOBa U
CHOBa. B 3TOT MOMEHT Nu1I0 DOesIuC IIOKPACHE 0, ¥ OHA 3aKphiia ria3a. Ho gaxke 3aXMypUBIIHCH
IeBYIIKa SICHO BUIEJIA €T0 IMOX0XKKe Ha COJIHIE 30JI0THIE T'Jla3a, B KOTOPHEE CMOTPea TOIbKO 4To. B
ero B3risae Ovlia 11000Bb U 6e3yMue. JIeJUINC CTallo0 XKAPKO, U Y Hee IIepecoxyio B ropie. A eé
ceple Tak KOJIOTHUIIOCh, YTO Ka3aioCh, YTO OHO BOT-BOT B30PBETCS. TeM BpeMeHeM ero I'yOsl
IIPOIITKCE TI0 €€ IIeKaM, Ita3aM u Joy.

«4l He MOTy K 9TOMY NIPUBHIKHYTh! O 4eM s gymasa, Korga aMOUIMO3HO pellniia CAenaTh 9TO 10
IIpUX0Ha CBATOU?»

OHa 1oHsTIa, KaK OBIIO MOCIIEITHO C €€ CTOPOHBI CKa3aTh: «Temeps s rotoBal».

«Moe cepane KOJIOTUTCA OT OOHOT'O HOLIGJ'IYH!»

Spennuc xoTena ObI0 Ha4aTh YMOJIATh €0 MOIIaAUThL €€, HO Y Hee BCE ellé ocTaBanach ropHgoCTh.
9To mpaBpa, YTO MECTO felaeT YyesloBeKa, Ho JlexaHa oOKpyxKasa aypa 671aropofcTBa, JOCTOMHAsS
nMIepaTopa. OgHaKo Spennuc, KoTopas MIOMHKJIA, KaKUM MUJIBIM OH OBIJI B IIPOIIJIOM, XOTella
COXPaHUThb CBOIO TOPAOCTh. Ho BCE €€ caMOyBaxKeHMe JepKaloCh IUIIh Ha TOM, UTO OHa He CTajla
yMoOJIATh JlexaHa.

Ero HakayaHHeie PYKHU CKOJIb3HYJIX BOOJIb JIMHUU IIJI€Y SOennanuc, ¥ OH cxkKall eé ITaJIBIIBI B CBOUX
nagoHsax. OHa II04YEeMYy-TO CTajla CUJIbHEE HEPBHUYATH K3-3d ITOTO.

— Xa... Xa-a.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, JIeJI/INC, HE CYMEB COEPKaThCs, BEIJOXHYJIA TOPSYMi BO3AYX, U TOYYBCTBOBAIA,
KaK ero JbIXaHHe CMEIINBAJIOCh C €€ MEeXKIy e€ PacKpPHTHIMU Ir'y0amMu. E€ Telo Hampsrioch u3-3a
BHe3aIlHOTo BTopkKeHus1. Ho Jlexan 6e3 Konebanuut yrimyoun nouenyi. Teno uennuc 3agpoxkano oT
HE3HAKOMOT'O OIIyIIeHMs, KOTOPOe OHa MCIThITajla BIIEPBbIe B CBOEH KU3HM.

«$1-9 HUYero He 3Haja 00 aToM! ITO COBEPIIEHHO HE II0X02&Ke Ha TO, YTO IMHUIIYT B KHHUrax!»

Opemnnuc OblyIa TAK 3aHSATA TEM, YTOOH! BEIKHUTH, YTO COBCEM HE MHTEPECOBAJIACh CBUAAHUIMHU. Bee
eé 3HaHus OB U3 JTI0O0BHEIX POMAHOB, KOTOPHIE OHA YMTAalla [0 TOr0, KaK yBUeNa KHUTY,
OIIMCHIBAIONIYIO €€ Oynylinee. B KHUTaxX He OMUCHBAIUCH 3T OIMIYIIeHUs. DIe/UIUC Ka3alock, YTO OHa
TIApUT B BO3yXe, HOTH [TOUEMY-TO ITOMKUMAaJINCh, U 110 BCEMY TeJy pasmnuics xkap. Ho B ogHOM
meByIiKa Oblla yBepeHa. OTo ObIJI0 ropa3fo Jydllle, 4eM oHa cebe MpencTaBsia.

— THI...He OBIIINIL?



JlexaH HEMHOT'O OTCTPAHMIICS OT Hee. TeM He MeHee OHHU ObLIM HOCTATOYHO OJIM3KO — UX HOCH
TIOYTH COTPUKACAIMCh. DAEJIMC X0Tesla OTHOBIIIAThCS, HO BEIOXHYIA OCTOPOXKHO, OTIAaCasiCh, YTO €€
IbIxaHue KOCHETCs JlexaHa. Korpa oHa mepeBesa IbIXaHHE, OH CHOBA IIOLIEJIOBA eé.

— Por.

JlexaH IOTMBITAJICS OTKPHITH €€ POT, HO JOEJIIUC OCTOPOKHO IIPUOTKPEITIa CBOU MaJeHbKue T'yOKu
IIPY OJJHOM YIIOMUHAHMU 3TOTO CJIOBaA.

— YMHHIA.

JlexaH paccMesics, ero AbIxaHue OBII0 TaKUM XKe TOPSYUM, KakK y Hee. XOTS OH IIBITAJICS
IIPUTBOPUTHLCS CIIOKOMHBEIM, JEJIINC YyBCTBOBAJA, YTO OH TaKXe, KaK ¥ OHa, He MOT PacciabuThCs.
[ToHSB 3TO, AEBYIIKA MIPEICHYJIA OT CMEXa.

— YT0 cinyumnnocs?

— H-anuero.

OHa CIUIIKOM MO3[OHO MOHsAIa, YTO 3PA paccMednacs.

— OM... [ mopmymara, 4To THI, KaK U s, He MOXKeIllb pacciabuThCs.

— Xa.

Spennuc mymarsa, 4To BCE IPaBUJIbHO IOHSJA, HO JIexaH clierka IOBePHYJI I'OJIOBY U B3JOXHYIL.

— Y-yT0?!

— O[ennuc, s He MOT'Y COXPaHSTh pacciabuThCs 10 MHOM IPUYKHE, HEXKEH THI.

—...Y Te0s OOJIBIIIOMH OIBIT OOIIEHUS C XKEHIIUHAMMU?

— Hert! Takoro 6vITs HEe MOTJIO!

— Torpa uto?



Jlexas, PaCTepPSABIINCE OT OLIEJIOMIIAIOIIETO 3aABIIEHUA dpmenmnuc, Havall BCE OTPHUIIATh, 3aMaXaB
pYKOIZ. Ho ona c IMOgO3peHnEM IIOCMOTPeEJIa Ha HETO.

«JlexaH KpacHUBHIH U uMnepaTop. [laxke He OyOb OH MOHAPXOM, OH CHIH 3PITepIora, TaK YTO OIIBIT C
JKEHIIMHAMHU Y HETO IOJXKEH ObITh».

OmHa TOJIBKO MBICIh 00 9TOM 3aCTaBUJIA €€ 3aKUIeTh. Y JIenuc He ObUIO BpeMeHU BCTPEYAThCS C
KeM-TO eIlé, I03TOMY IoLeNyi ¢ JIexaHoM OBbIJT TAKUM BOJTHYIOIIKUM i Hee. OfHAKO oHa Oblla
paccTpoeHa, IOTOMY YTO OH CKa3aJll, YTO 3TO 110 APYTO# MPUYUHE.

— TH AyMa€lIllb, 3TO €JUHCTBEHHAA HpI/I‘-II/IHa?

JlexaH paccabuics u J€r Ha Hee.

— 2-37?

Spennuc Oblsla TOpaXkeHa, I0OUYBCTBOBAB IIPUKOCHOBEHUE Tefla JIexaHa K cebe. OgHOI pyKOU OH
NoAfiepXKUBaj €€, APYTroil — JepKaJl JeBYLIKY 3a PYKY.

«B TakOM ciydae 4TO ceilyac KacaeTcs MeHsI?»

dpnennuc IIOgo3peBalia, YTO 3TO, HO HE X0TE€JIa 3TOI'0 3HATh.

— f1 cmepXuBalOCh, TOTOMY 4YTO CKa3aJl, YTO MOMOKIY.

— Wnu TBOE Cceppale yxe rotoBo?

— Her!

Spmennuc gymarna, 4To Oblla TOTOBA, HO COBCEM HEMIaBHO IOHSIA, YTO 3TO HE TakK.

— Torga He cuMTal, YTO MPUYKHA, 10 KOTOPOU S HE MOTY ITO3BOIUTH cebe paccnabuThcs, —
epyH[a.

— ITousina?



— II-ma.

Opmenmuc O6bICTPO 3akuBana. OHa OblTa pafia, MOTOMY YTO JyMalia, YTO YyBCTBYET TO 3Ke caMoe, UTO
u JlexaH, HO 3TO0 ObIJI0O coBceM He TaK. OH BCE ellé coepzkKuBaj ce0s KaXkayio HOYb, 0XKUAas, Kormaa
Spennuc OymgeT roTosa.

— Torpma maBa# OTOBIXATh, THI, MOIKHO OBITH, yCTalIa.

—A?

Korpa JlexaH yxe cobupasicsi BCTaTh, OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK €ro CJieTKa YAepKUBaIoT, U
OCTAHOBHUJICS. JOEJUIHC MOTSHYJIA ero 3a PyKy, KOTOPOM OH CXKHUMaJ €€ MasbIbl. ITO ObLT HACTOIBKO
HEOXKUIAHHBIN IIOCTYIIOK, YTO OHU 00a YOUBIEHHO ITOCMOTPENH APYT Ha ApyTra. JOeJIkC 3amo3haia
TIOTIBITAIaCh BEIPBATh PYKY, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 JIexaH KPemKo CXBATHUII €€.

— ...Mory n1u g “UHTepPIpPEeTUPOBATh 3TO [10-CBOEMY?

— ¢4 He roToBa!

— BoTt kak, — B oTBeTe JlexaHa OBLJIO CJIBIIIHO COXKaJIeHUe.

B KOHIle KOHIIOB DOEINC Ha6paHaCB CMEJIOCTH U PelllnJia COeJIaTh IIar BIIePe[.

— O-oxuH pas.

— O ueM THI?

— Emé ogus pas.

— MOl"y JIX {4 Ha 3TOT Pa3 UHTEPIIPETUPOBATE TAdK, KaK MHE X04eTcs?

OSpennuc Mon4a 00BUTIA €T0 IIel0 PyKaMy U IPUTAHYa K cebe. 3aTeM IoliesioBaa ero B ryosl,
KOT7la OH pUOIU3UIICS K Hel.

— T&I TaK 3TO MHTEPIPETUPOBAJ, BEPHO?

JlexaH make He IOgyMaJl OTBe4YaTh Ha BOIIPOC DOENINC U CYyAOPOXKHO IJIOTHYJI BO3AyX. 3aTeM
IpuKaics K Hel. [Toka dpennuc, HaKOHEIl, He COanach ¥ He MOIPOCHuiia ero OCTaHOBUTHCA. OHa



MIpUIIIa K BEIBOAY, YTO €1 He CTOUT IIPOBOLMPOBaTh JIexaHa, ¥ Ha 9TOM HOYb 3aKOHYUJIIACh.
kekokokok
— Bame BenuuecTBo, 3710 cap MoxaHHec [1paye, KOMaHAYIOMUY UMIIEPCKUX PhILIapen.

JlexaH mpoBogui 0oJbllle BpeMeHU ¢ duesnuc, paboTas, I0Ka OHa yuTasia KHuru. [IpobneMa
3aKJTI0Yaliach B TOM, YTO OH IIEJIOBAJT €€ KaXKOkIH pa3, KOToa PaCCTOSTHHE MeXKIy HUMM COKPAIaiocCh.
Panbie JIexaH aKTMBHO BhIPaXKaj CBOIO MPUBSI3aHHOCTh, HO B OCHOBHOM JAPWJI TOJAPKK UIIK TOBOPHUIT
o mo6Bu. Ho Temeps st HEro 0OHMMATD U 1IEJI0BATh €€ CTaI0 OOBIYHBIM [IEJIOM.

— 9-9Mm, JlexaH.
— Emeé HemHOrO.

JlexaH elé Kpemde 00HSI Ieuc, KoTopas cj1abo TONIKHYIa ero B I'PYyAb, U IIPOAOJIKUII 1IeJI0BaTh
eé. Ho oHa yK/IOHHUIACh, IOTOMY YTO HE MOTJIA 3aCTAB/ISATh YeJI0BeKa CHAPYKHU K/IATh.

— T-tam cap Ilpayue...
— OH MO0XKeT HEeMHOT'0 II0JI0XK/IaTh.
— Ho...

— Hoxan He momaBan 3a4BKY Ha ayOJHUEHIUIO 3aPadaHee, TaK YTO HUYETO CTPAIIHOrO, €CIIN OH
HOJIO}KI[éT ITapy 49acCoB. Ecnu xouens, g IIPOTOHI0 €T0 U CKaXy, YTOOHI BEPHYIJICA II032KeE.

JlexaH emé Kpemde 00HSIT IOENIUC, KOTOPYIO OH ycamul K ce0e Ha KOJEeHH.
— HexopoI1o oTKIafbBaTh TO, YTO THI HOIKEH COEJIATh.
— ITommep>kaHue XOPOIIMX OTHOIIEHUH C UMIIEPATPUIlel — 3TO ToXke MOos paboTa.

dmeuC X0Tena CKasaTh: «MBI yXKe B XOPOLIUX OTHOLIEHUSX, T03TOMY B 3TOM HET
HeoOXoOuMOCTH!», HO ciepKasiachk, BCIOMHUB, KakK JlexaH OBbIJT paCCTPOEH, KOT{la OHA CKa3ajla He4YTo
momo0HOe PaHbIIIe.

— 41 He X04y IIPOCTIBITH UMIIEPATPHUIIEN, KOTOpPAs Mellaja paboTaTh UMIEPATOPy U 3TUM
paspyluia CTpaHy.



— ...Ecnu o Tebe HanuINyT, TO TH], CKOpee Bcero, Oymenrs M3BEeCTHA KaK UMIIEPATPHIla, KOTOpas
3acTaBuila UMIlepaTopa paboTaTs.

JlexaH c coXaJieHueM OIyCTHI JfelyIuC Ha AUBaH.

— 3axonu.

Kak Tonbko cap [Ipade mony4yusn paspelnieHue oT JlexaHa, OH BoIlles B KabuHeT. BripaxkeHure ero
TUIla HeyJIOBUMO U3MEHHUIIOCh. Pa3peleHne, KOTOPOe OH Kfasl OOoJibllle, Y4eM 00BIYHO, TIOKPaCHeBIIas
uMnepartpulla, KelipxaH, KOTOPBIYA IPUTBOPSIICI HEBO3SMYTUMEIM, HO, €CITH IIPUCMOTPETHCS, TO
MO2KHO OBIJI0O 3aMETUTh, HACKOJIBKO OH Obl11 moBoJieH. Ho cap [Ipaye ObUT He HACTOJIBKO TIIYTI, YTOORI
II0Ka3aThb, YTO 000 BCEM Orafascs, I03TOMY IIPUTBOPUIICS, YTO HUYETO He MOHSJL.

— Emé 651 HeMHOTO, U S BoIes 0e3 MpurialieHus.

— T 4yYTb OBLIIO HE JIUIIHJICS TOJIOBHI.

— Kak xecToko, — yneiOHyncs cap [Ipayde u MOTEP II€lo.

— Taxk 3a4eM THI IPUITIEN?

JIuwo Copa Hpaqe HaIIPSATIJIOCH IIOCJIE BOIIPOCa JlexaHa.

— Ha PelifneHa Hanamu.

— ...Pentnena? Korma?

— ITpommo#t HOYBIO, KOT{Ia OH BO3BPAIIAJICS OMOM ITOCye paboTH.

Pelinen OBINT 5CKOPT-phillapeM JAnennuc. CerogHs Yy Hero ObLT BRIXOOHOM, II03TOMY OHU
IIOTIPOILIaINCh, TTOXKEJIaB eMY X0POIIo OTHOXHYTh. Ho Ha capa PelifeHa Hamanu.

— OH BO3Bpalajcs JOMOW BepXOM Ha pacCBeTe.

— OH He ocTaJsics HOYeBaTh BO ABOpLE?

— Ero xpnana 6epeMeHHas XKeHa, II03TOMY OH OTIIPABHUJICS AOMOM, KaK TOILKO cap PeppuH ero
CMEHUTL.



Jlexan IIOTPY3HUJICA B PA3MEIIIJICHHU . SCKOpT HMIIEPATPUIBI COCTOSAII BCETO U3 Tpex YEeJIOBEK, U Ha
OOHOI'O U3 HUX OBIITO COBEPIIEHO HallaJeHune.

— Kt0 npecTynHuk?

— Peiien OB CEPHE3HO PAaHEH U BCE eIlé He MpUIIIen B cebs.

— HackombKo BCE I1/10X0?

— FOBOpﬂT, YTO ero 2Ku3Hb BHE OIIaCHOCTH.

9T0 OBINI0 06MIerueHueM. Ho Bce e€ 3CKOPT-pHIlapy OBIIN CIIOCOOHBIMU MYKYKMHAMHU, KOTOPHIX OBLIO0
HEeJIeTKO CePhE3HO PaHUTh. KTO 3TO MOT OBITH?

— EcTtb cBUneTenn?

— Her. Toprosel1, OTKpBIBIINI JIaBKy Ha paccBeTe, 00HAPYXKUII, UCTEKAIOUIEr0 KPOBLIO PelineHa
BEPXOM Ha JIOIIafy ¥ HEMEMJIEHHO [lepena ero cTpaxe.

— YUK HeJoCTaTO4YHO.

— Ila, TOYHO TaK Xke, Kak IIpu 1oCiiegHeEM HallaJE€HHWH.

TTocie cnoB MoxarHeca muio Jlexara 3acThiio. Hamamewwue, o KOTOPOM YTIOMSIHYJI phillaph, ObLIT
IIpeCTyIJIeHUeM, HallpaBJIeHHOM IIPOTUB UMIIePaTPUIIHL.

— KaxkoBa BEPOSATHOCTD, YTO 3TO OOHUH U TOT XK€ HpeCTyrIHI/IK?

— B03M0XKHO, 32 9TUM CTOUT OJUH U TOT 2Ke 4ejgoBeK. Ho, BUOUMO, OH He CMOT cOOpaTh CTOIBKO JKe
JII0Mel, KaK B IIPOLIBIA pa3. B cocemHuX moMax HUKTO HUYEro He CIIBIIIaN. 3HaYUT, CyMaTOXH He
OBLIIO.

C Tex mOp [eUCTBUTENBHO IPEANPUHIMANKCh He0OIbIIKe TONIEITKY HallacTh Ha dpesuiuc. Bece oHU
OblTn 00HapyKeHEH! JlexaHOM 3apaHee, KOTOPLIM 0e33Kal0CTHO pa3pyllai UX IJIaHbl, 4TOOH OHa
HUYEero He y3Hasa. Ho MHTyunus nopcka3elBaia €My, 9YTO B OTIMYME OT TeX MPECTYITHUKOB, KOTOPHIX
OH IO¥MMaJ U 3aKJII0YUI B TIOPHMY, 3TOT ObLI TEM K€ CaMbIM, KOTOPBIN CTOSIJT 3a IEPBLIM HallafleHuEM
Ha Jpevc. Bo3M0XKHO, OH faxe TUYHO BMeasics. [10xXoxke, OHU CTOJIKHYJIUCH C KEM-TO Y2KaCHEIM,
CyZs 110 TOMY, 4To ObUI T0OeXKMEH PelieH, KOTOPHIM CYUTANCS ONHUM U3 IYYIIUX CPEeOU UMIIEPCKUX
pHILIapei.

— ...Eé BenuuecTBo m10x0 ce6st 9YyBCTBYET.



JlexaH, KOTOPHIH TIBITAJICS BEIYUCIIUTE IIPECTYITHUKA, TIePEeBE B3I Ha JMeuc. Y Hee OBIIO
Oernoe U0, a €€ PYKU TPSICIUCE. ITO ObUTa ero BuHa. OH He JO/KeH ObLJI TOBOPUTH 00 3TOM B €€
IpUCYTCTBUU. JlexaH 06HAT JHeJIUC U IOTIafu [0 CIHHE.

— Bcé B nopsake. Hu4ero He CIy4usiocs.

— Ho, ecnu 970 TOT XK€ caMblil TPECTYIHUK... 3HAYUT, OH HAIEJIUJICSI HAa MOe OKPYKeHHe, YTOOH
HaracTb, Korga g 6ymy 6e3 oXpaHbl?

— He Mory otpuuats 3T0T0.

Botr nouemy JlexaH HaMepeHHO OTIIPABUJI BCEX TPOUX €€ 3CKOPT-PHILIapel, Koraa JAeiuc
OTIIPaBHUJIACh B TPYII0OH. BO3M0XKHO, UMEHHO M3-3a 3TOr0 OHA CMOIJIa TOTrHa 01aromnoaydyHo
3aKOHYUTH CBOIO paboTy. Ho cettuac?

— Opmennuc, Ojs Havalla, oxKanyicTa, 6ymb KakK MOXHO OTHKe KO MHe.

— Ho s He cMory mocnenoBaTh 3a ToO0M Ha rOCyOapCTBEeHHBIHM coBeT. OUeBUIHO, YTO OYIET BpeMS,
KOTTla MBI OKaXKeMC$ TIOPO3Hb.

— IIpsamo ceiigac 51 CKOPPEKTUPYIO pacnucanue capa Paccuca u capa Peppuna.

— 370 fenaTh He 00sI3aTeNIbHO, — BMeImascs MoxanHec. — 4 6yny 3ammumats Eé BemudaecTso
BMECTO Cc3pa Penpena.
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