dpnennuc INMPOKO pacCllaXHyJia I'Jla3d. Ona rnmogymMmaria: «Kakoe cyacTee, 4To 4 MOTYy CIIPATATE JIUIIO
IIog MaHTHel». Korga 9mennnc HUYero He OTBETHIIA, JInaep IMOKpPaCHeII U CKa3all:

— 41 He mpoury oTBeTa mpsaMo ceryac! I[Tomymaii 06 sToM!
Ho Opennuc 6e3:XaloCTHO OTBETHUIIA:
— IIpocTu.

HeBYI.HKa He 3Halla, B YEM 3aKJII049aJI0OCh HEeOOpa3yMEHNne, HO OHa yXe OblTa 3aMyXKeM. OpHako
OTBET JIuaepPa OBLII COBCEM HEOXKHUIOAHHBEIM [IJIS Hee.

— Tol He 00g3aHa faBaTh MHE OTBET NpsaMo cerdac! ITogymait 06 aToMm!

Jlumep OPyKUHHUKOB PA3BEPHYJICS U, TPUTBOPSSCH CIIOKOMHBIM, BBIIIEN U3 anTeKu. [Tocie ero
peoKeHusT JOeJUINC CcTaa emlé 6obllle nyMaTth o JlexaHe.

«Temepb MOXKHO BEPHYTHCSI».

OHa nogymarna, 4To TOM CIIPaBUTCS caM, Beb MHOTHE KJIMEHTHl yKe VI, X CTalo CIIOKOMHee.
[ToaToMy Spenmuc OCTaBuIa Ha HETO allTeKy ¥ MOIPOIIanach:

— IMoxkany#icra, m03ab0ThTECH O AIlTEKE.

— KoneuHo. XopoIiei JOporu.
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JlexaH, KOTOPHIH KN IEJUTHC BO ABOPIe, IOHS, YTO YTO-TO HE TaK. B IPOTHBHOM Ciydae OHa
65l He 3a6blIa IIPO UX COBMECTHBII 00e. JIexaH OTIPaBUIICS K PHIIAPSM, YTOOH Y3HATS, Ie
HAXONUTCS CIP PeiffieH, KOTOPHIi GBUI CETONHS COMPOBOXKNAIONINM DIEIUIIC, U GBI MIOKKPOBAH
croBamu MoxaHHeca:

— Iymato, E€ BenuuecTBo oTnipaBuiach B TpyIoOs BMecTe ®eppunoM, Paccucom u PerijeHOM.

— B Tpym0681? Onsite?

Jlexan HaxMmypuicsa. CKOIbKO O phIllapel e€ He COMPOBOXKAaIM, B TPyInobax Ov110 Hebe30ImacHo.
Kpowme Toro, 9menmnuc Bce emé He BepHynack. OH 6ecriokousics o e€ 6e30macHOCTH.



— ¢ TaliHO mpocegun 3a HUMU — E€ Ben4yecTBO TakXKe COMPOBOKOAIOT OPYKUHHUKY U3
TPYy11006, T03TOMYy TPo6IeM OBITH HE TOJIXKHO.

— 4dro0?
— Kaxercs, ux nmupnep Bntobusncs B E€ BemuuecTtso.

Venwimas aTo, Jlexan cpa3y e MOKHHYT HMoxaHHeca, CXBaTHII IIEPBYIO MOMaBIIyIOCs JONIab B
PHITIAPCKO¥ KOHIOIITHE, OCeMJIajl ero ¥ MoMYascs Mpoys. Ilepeq anTekoH, MyTh K KOTOPOU eMy
o6bsicHun cap IIpade, ©MIepaTopa OCTAHOBUI KaKO#-To MyxKuuHa. ITockonbKy MoxaHHec ckasal,
YTO DEJIIUC COMTPOBOXKIAIOT APYKUHHUKHU, OBITIO JIETKO CAENIaTh BEIBOM, YTO OH OJUH M3 HUX.

— OTO HOBaA alTeka?
Korga Myx4rHa KUBHYJ, JIexaH cje3 ¢ JIOUagy U HallPaBUJICS IIPSMO BHYTPE.
— Io6po moxKanoBarth...

[IBepb OTKPHIIACH, ¥ 3a3BeHeNl KOJIOKOIbYUK. 3aTeM JlexaH yCblllial 3HaKOMBIY, IPUSATHEIN Ha
CJIyX TOJIOC DHEeJUINC, IIPUBETCTBYIOLIUN €T0.

— 4 3gecs, IIOTOMY YTO BEHI ITPOJaE€TE JIEKapCTBa.

Spennuc OblyIa CMyIIeHa ero BHe3alHbIM Bu3uToM. OHa OblNa pafia, YTO €€ MOJTHOCThIO CKPhIBAET
maHTHs. Ho Openmuc, Bcé emmé He Beps, 4To JlexaH AeHCTBUTEILHO IPUILETT, TIOMBITaIach
IPUIIOAHSATDH KAIIOIIOH, YTOORI TOCMOTPETh Ha Hero. Korga mosiBUIOCH €€ K10, OH HeMeJIeHHO
CXBATHUJI €€ 3a PYKY U OCTOPOKHO OIIyCTHJL

— He nmoxka3ssIBay IHIIO.

Spennuc HUYETo He CKasasa, I0OToMy uTo Oblla cMylleHa. [IoKa oHa fiymMasa, Kak HeoOBIYHO U
IPUSITHO BCTPETUTHLCS BHE CTEH OBOPIIA, MTOSIBUIIACh HEOXKUTaHHAs IIOMeXa.

— He npukacauTecs K Hel.
—...4yro?

— 41 roBOpIO, HEe CTOUT TaK GecliePeMOHHO XBAaTaTh IIPOABILIHUILY.



9TO OBIT TOT CaMBlil My>KUKMHa, KOTOPHIM CTOSJI Ilepen MarasuHoM. OH cxBaTui JlexaHa 3a
3amsICThe, OCTAHABNIUBAS €T0, U NOTIHYJ JNEIIIUC Ha cebsl.

«Cyqms 1o ToMy, KaK OH OXpaHsIeT €€, — 3TO TOT CaMbIi TUAEP APYKHUHHUKOB, 0 KOTOPOM T'OBOPHUII
Hoxanuec».

JlexaH 3HaJI, YTO JOeJIINC XOPOIIIO CIPABISETCS CO CBoel paboToi. Ho He mpemcTaBiIsii, 4YTO B €r0
OTCYTCTBME HAUHETCS HEJOIOHUMaHKe. JIexaH IomyMall, Kak XOpoIllo, YTO OH ITprexal 3a Hell.

«Yewm, t-IépT BO3bMH, 3aHUMAKOTCA PBILAPH, IIPUCTABJIEHHEIE K Hel B KaUeCTBe SCKopTa?»

JlexaH BBIIEPHYJI CBOE 3alSICThe, MIOTSAHY JOEJUIUC 3a PYKY U CXKasl B 00BATUSX.

— Cmacu60 3a 6eCIOKOWCTBO, HO, HaeloCh, TH He Oy/mellb Tak 0eCliePeMOHHO XBaTaTh MO0 KEHY.

— XKeny?

MyX4rHa, 3aMepeB, VIUBIEHHO IIOCMOTPEN Ha JNeUIiC B 00bsaTHX JIexaHa.

— Opennuc, TH 3a0blyIa, YTO coOUpasack CerogHs moobdemaTb CO MHOM?

— Omn.

— IToxoxe, y TeOsI COBCEM 3TO BBIJIETEJIO M3 I'OJIOBHI.

— 4 CO6I/IpaJ'IaCB 3a€XdTb HEHAOO0JITO U CPaA3y XKe BEPHYTHCA, HO HE CMOTJId...

— XoTs g caM cKa3aj Tebe genaTh BCE, YTO X04elllb, MHe HEMHOT'O TPYCTHO.

— [IpocTu.

JlexaH OTKPHIT ABEPD ¥ DAEJUINC CO CBOMM 3CKOPTOM BHIIIINIa HAPYXKY.

— A, IomoXau, — OHa IOBEPHYJIACh K JIUePY APYXKUHHUKOB. — Cracubo 3a nomors. brnaromaps
Tebe 51 cMorJia 6/1aronoyYHO OTKPHITh allTEKY.

— He ctour.

— Ha camom gerne s Obl1a 00€CIIOKOEHA [aXKe MOCIe OTKPHITHS.



— O yeM TH GecroKouach? — BMemancs JlexaH B Ux pa3rosop.

OH cobupasncs BecTu ce0st TUX0, HO He MOT He BOJTHOBATHCST 00 IIesIIuc.

— ...Bcé-taku TyT HebGe3omacHo. Ho nupmep OApPyKUHHUKOB MEHS OXPaHSIII.

— Jlupgep OpyXKUHHUKOB?

JlexaH ITOCMOTpPeN Ha MyXunHYy. Kak OH ¥ gyMar, TOT OBUI TUAePOM OPYKUHHUKOB. B m060M
CJIy4ae, BPS[ JIX 3TOT MYyXKYKMHA IOCTIeOyeT 3a JIeJIIKC BO IBOPEI], I03TOMY UM OBIJIO JOCTATOYHO
BepHYThLCA K cebe. Ho maxke mocie 3Toro eé 6ymeT 6eCioKouTh mpobieMa 6€30IaCHOCTH, TO3TOMY
JlexaHy HY2KHO PEIIUTH e€ B IepBy0 odyepenb. OH MOT GBI OTIPABUTH PHIITAPel B TPYIIOOH IS
TIofepKaHus 0€30MaCHOCTH, HO OHU He MOTTIH IIOHSAThH IPaBUII TeX MeCT. K ToMy ke He OBLIO
HUKAKUX TapaHTHH, YTO PHIIapH, KOTOpPEIE OBITH M3 3HATHEIX ceMel, OyoyT BecTu ce0s B Tpyuo6ax
MOJIXKHBEIM 00pa3oM. Tak moueMy OBl He JOBEPUTD 3TO TUAEPY OPYKUHHUKOB, KOTOPBIHA 3HAKOM C
0COOEHHOCTSIMU 3THUX MECT?

— Kak T1e651 30ByT?

—...0m;.

— O[, TH TUAEP OPYKUHHUKOB?

— a.

— Trt coOupaenIbCst OXPAHATh AlTEKY?

ITocie 9TOro BOIpoOCa NHAep 3agyMaJcs. JIexaHy X0TelI0Ch I0CKOPee PEIUTh 3TOT BOIPOC K
BEPHYTHLCS BO [BOPEI], YTOOH! IIPOBECTH BPEMSI C DMIEJIIHC.

— V¥ Hac He xBaTaeT PyK. [Ipyrue Haiel0TCS Ha OIUIATY, TIO3TOMY TPYIHO HANTH KOTO-HUOYIb.

— A ecnu s Bac HaWMy, JIIOOU HaUOYTCS?

— ...Bo3MoxHO.

— JlexaH, aniTeKa He MOXKeT HaHATb BCEX 3TUX JIIOOEH.

I/IMHepaTop BCIIOMHMJI, UTO CJIBIIIA OT JOEJIINC 06 aToMm MecTe. OHa X0Tena IIPOOaBATh B AIITEKE
JIeKapCTBa II0 HU3KOU IIeHE U YUYHUTDb nmogen rurueHe. KoHeuHo, 1oxogoB OBITH HE MOrJI0, IIO3TOMY U
COTPYOHUKOB HAHATH HEJIb351 OBLIIO.



— [MoyeMy THI yMaelllb, YTO UX HAWMET anTeka?

— Torpma KT0?

— 4 IMJIQHUPYIO HAHATH UX OT UMEHHN I/IMHepaTOpCKOﬁ CEMbHU.

— WmMmepaTtopckor ceMpu?!
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[Tocne cnoB JlexaHa nugep IogyMall, 4YTO y HETO YTO-TO CO CIIYXOM.

— OH TONBKO YTO CKa3al «HUMIIEPATOPCKAsA CEMbS», BepHO?

— TakK s crhbIal.

— IIpaBaa uMmIepaTopckasi CeMbs?

— BoT Tak BHe3amHo?

IpyXUHHUKH BOKPYT HUX TOXKE TOBOPHIIK O TOM, UTO CJIBIIAIHU. [Tociie 3TOTo MUOep IOHSII, YTO
CIyX He oOMaHYII ero.

— Pa3Be 9T0 He mepBHIY HAlMOHAIBHEIM IPOEKT, peajli30BaHHbIN UMIepaTpuLiei? 4 qomken
IIOfIepXKaTh ero.

— Wmnepartpuna?!

Bce B3TIIsIIbl 06PATHIIUCE K DIEJIIHC.

— Ho 3T0 He HallMOHAIBHLIM IIPOEKT, OH MeIaeTCs 3a MOU CUET...

— Torpa s MOTY HaHSTh UX 3a CBOU CYET.

— ThI XKe He IyMaelllb, YTO UMIIepPaTOpP He CMOXKeT HaHATh BCEX ITHUX JII0fel Ha OeHbI'd, KOTOPLIE
€My BBHIIEJIAIOT?



Bce, BKTI04as nupepa, ObUIM OleIoMIIeHH ciioBaMu JlexaHa. OH Ha3Bajl CBOM IMYHBEIE PACXO[bI
«HOeHbraMu, KOTOPBIE BHIAENSIIOT UMIIEPATOPY». 3HAUUT, ITepell HUMU CTOSII UX MoHapX. OHU ObIn
HAaCTOJIBKO OIIIEJIOMJIEHE], YTO He MOTJIA IPOU3HECTH HU cJioBa. Kpome TOro, HEKOTOPOe BpeMsl Ha3an
JlexaH cka3ain: «He xBaTal Tak 6eciiepeMOHHO MO0 XeHy». [I03TOMy BCce cpa3y CMOTJIM IIOHSTh, KEM
Obla IeByIIKa U3 allTeKH, C KOTOPOW OHU TaK APYKen00HO 00IIaIucCs.

— W...umnepatpuna?!

Spennuc, KoTopas Obljla 3aHsATa pa3roBopoM c JlexaHOM, TOYYBCTBOBajla yCTPEMJIEHHBIE Ha HEE
B3TJISIABI ¥ MTOIIBITANIACh BHIPBATHCS U3 €r0 00bsATHH. HeymuBHUTENbHO, YTO BCE IIPUCYTCTBYIOIINE TTaIH
HUII OT UCIIyTa.

— ...Cmacu60 BaM 3a BCE. Brl He 00s3aHEL 9TO OelaTh.

Y nmiomed, ynaBuInx Ha KOJIEHU, IPOXKaau PYKX OT IIOKa.

— O™, 9n? 4 xouy, yT0OH TH 00ecreuun 6e30MacHOCTh anTeKu. [lyMaro, y Te0st 9TO MOIyYUTCS
JIy4ille, 4eM Y phIllapen.

— Jla, BacC MOHSII.

— 9TO0 He IIpUKa3s.

— Her, 310 3apmanue, BBepeHHOe MHe E€ BennuecTBOM, TO3TOMY CHefaim BCE, YTO B MOUX CHUJIaX.

OTHoIeHMe nofen K Iaennuc u3MeHnnock. OHa TOIbBKO B3OOXHYJIA U ITOIIPOIIAIaCh:

— TmaTenbHO MOMTE PYKU U IIPUHUMAWTE JIeKapCTBa.

Openmnuc yexana u3 Tpyuo0 BepxoM BMecTe C JlexaHoM. 3a HUMU ciiefoBanu cap Paccuc u cap
deppuH, KOTOPHIE HA3BIBA/IU €€ CBOEU MJlaflleil CeCTPOH.

— Tocmopiut, 3TO MEHS YIUBUIIO. ..

— Eé BenmuuecTBo umneparpuna?!

— BeccMeicnuIla Kakas-To.

[Ioka BCe B HU3YMJIEHUHN II€PEeTrOBAPUBAJINCE, TUOEP HE MOT BEIMOJIBUTE HU CJIOBA. OH BCé
BCIIOMHKHAJ, KOMY CHeJiall IIpeIozKeHune.
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— ToI coOupaenIbest OTKPLITh MOAO0HBIE alITEKH U B OPYruxX OeMHBIX palioHax? — crpocui JlexaH,
KOT'7la OHU JIETTIH CIaTh.

— [lla, xouy.

— Mory g cpocuts, nouemy?

— Bbenntle yaine 6OJ'IeIOT, K TOMY ke, Cpeoy HUX BEIIIIEe CMEPTHOCTL, IIOTOMY YTO OHH HE II0JIy4alOT
JliedeHne BOBpPeMH.

OHa ycnblana 9To oT rpada PeliHanbaa, Korga 3aHuManachk ¢ MUCC OnraHou. BoT noueMy
Opennuc mogyMarsa, YTo, eclid M03ab0TUTCS 0 CaMBIX YSI3BUMEIX, TO B KDaTKOCPOYHOM MTEPCIIEKTHUBE
3TO OyZEeT OTBETOM CBSITOM, a B IOJITOCPOYHOM — TOUAET Ha MOJIb3Y UMIIEPUH.

— B TakomM ciy4ae, ecniu BCITHIXHET 3MUAEMUS, Pa3Be OHa He OymeT 6ojiee 3apa3Hon?

— XM, TOrfa faBay CaejiaeM 5TO HallOHAIbHBIM IIPOEKTOM.

— IpaBma?

— Ia, Ha 3T0 MOTPebyeTcs BpeMsi, HO ecyiu OyIyT 3HAYUTEIbHbIE PE3YIIbTATH 0 CPABHEHUIO CO
CTATUCTUKOM MO IIOCTPOMKHU alTEKH, TO UX MOKHO OyIeT OpraHH30BaTh BO MHOTUX MECTax.

— Cmacu6o!

3HauuTeNbHEIE PE3YNIbTaTh. Pafu 3TOro Jmennuc Bce u 3aTesna. Ecnu JlexaH oKaXeT TaKyo
BCECTOPOHHIOIO IIOAAEPKKY, pe3yabTaTh OyayT nydiie. dpennuc o0Hsa JlexaHa ¢ IMUPOKOH
yNBIOKOM Ha rybax.

— Ho pa3Be TH He X0Tela HUYEro He feslaTh B KAUeCTBe UMIIePaTPHIIBI?

— ... Tebe aToro xouetrcs?

— Ia.

— ITouemy?

Opmennuc Oblyla 03alayeHa, TakK KakK He AyMasia, YTO OH OTBETUT YTBEPOUTEIBHO.



— 41 x0uy, 4YTOGHI ThI COCPEIOTOYUIACh TOJIBKO Ha MHE, — JIeXaH HaKJIOHUJICS U TIOIeJIOBAJI €€ B
MaKyIKy. — YToOH T IymMalia 060 MHE BECh IeHb, 0KUAast MOero nmpuxona. CJI0BHO B TBOEM MUPe
HET HUKOT'0, KpOMe MEHS.

— H-HO0 maxe THI He MOXKeIllb TakK gefaTh, JIexaH.

— Ecnu 51 9710 cenao, cTpaHa OymeT pa3pylieHa.

JlexaH ynmeIOHYTICS, HO Dfennuc 610 He 1o cMeXa.

— Torpma MeHsT Ka3HST 3a pa3pylleHrue CTPaHHI.

— Torma Kak Hacyer Toro, 4ToOwl cOexaTh CO MHOU?

— HWMmepartop u uMnepaTpuiia coeryr?

— Jla, KaK TH OJHaXKObl CKa3aJla, co6epeM mo6oJIbIIe JIpaFOHeHHOCTefI.

Opmennuc ckalasa 3To JlexaHy B TOT AeHb, Koraa OH yiien. OHa IIaHupoBaja co6exarh OT
MIlepaTopa C Ky4ei AparolleHHOCTe! U XKUTh B TUXOM AepeBYIIKe, 3aHUMAasiCh CEJIbCKUM
X03s11cTBOM. Ho Temeps B 3TOM He Ob1710 Heo0XoguMocCTH. Bosbiie He OBIJI0O UMIIEPATOPa, KOTOPHIX
IBITA/ICS €€ YOUTh, OCTAJICH TOJIBKO JlexaH, KOTOPHIU JTII0OUIT €€ U 3a00TUIICS O HEW.

— 4 ue ybery.

— JTonumaro. 2Kanb.

— H-#0, — mo6aBuna deIuc mocje ero CiaoB, IMOJTHBIX COXKaJIeHUsI, — ST HEMHOT'0 II0CTapaioch
OenaTh Tak, KaK TH CKa3all.

— ThI mMeelIb B BUAY...T€ CII0Ba?

— [Ja, s 6yny oymaTh o Tebe BeChb IeHb, OKUOast TBOETO IIPUXO0Ma, CIIOBHO B MUPE HET HUKOTO,
KpoMe Tebs.

JlexaH Kpemde CxKal SIeanuc. Y Hero IepexBaTUlo AbIXxaHue, KOrda OHa CKa3ala, 9YTO COelaeT
TaK, KakK OH x04eT. BHe3anHo JlexaH OKa3alcs Ha Hell, BIEPUB B Hee B3I CBOUX 30JI0TUCTHIX T'7as3.
MeneHHO HAKJIOHSSICh K HEH, OH ITPOU3HEC:

— 3aKpou riasa.



«TH XKe cKa3all, 4TO He IIPOTHUB ITOOOZKOATH>».
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